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PREFACE. 

THE important character of the extensive investigations into 
the theory of line-geometry renders it desirable that a 
treatise should exist for the purpose of presenting these investi- 
gations in a form easily accessible to the English student of 
mathematics. With this end in view, the present work on the 
Line Complex has been written. 

The subject owes its origin to Plucker, who suggested the 
idea of taking the straight line as the element of space*. Thp 
straight line thus holds to the present subject the relationship 
in which the point and the plane stand to the older geometry. 
Types of coordinates of the line were introduced by Cayley and 
Grassmann ; Plticker adopted a coordinate system which is a 
special form of them. 

In his work the Neue Geometrie des Raumes, Plticker introduced 
the conception of a complex of lines, i.e. the oo 3 lines which satisfy 
one given condition, so that one equation exists between the four 
coordinates of each line of a complex. He investigated in detail 
the linear and the quadratic complex ; his work contains most 
of the chief properties of such complexes ; in particular he shows 
that if any screw motion about a certain axis be given to the lines 
forming a linear complex, these lines still remain within the 
complex. He discovered the polar properties, viz. that the lines 
of a linear complex in any plane pass through a point, the pole 
of the plane ; that the lines of the complex through any point 
lie in a plane, the polar plane of the point ; and that if a point 
moves along any given line, its polar plane turns round another 
line called the polar live of the first line, the relationship 
between the two lines being reciprocal. 

The greater part of the Nevs Geometrie is concerned with the 
quadratic complex, of which it contains many of the leading 
properties; in particular, Plucker shows that while the lines of 

* System der Geometrie des Raumes, Diisseldorf, (1846). 
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such a complex through any point form in general a quadric 
cone, there is a certain surface, the Singular Surface of the 
complex, for whose points these cones break up into two planes. 
Likewise the lines of the complex in any plane, which in general 
touch a conic, in the case of any tangent plane of the singular 
surface form two pencils. This surface is the one known as 
Rummer s surface ; it is of the 4th degree and class and possesses 
16 nodes and 16 singular tangent planes. 

The next investigator in this field was Battaglini, who pursued 
still further the ideas of Pliicker. He adopted as the general 
quadratic complex one which was afterwards shown to be a 
special case, viz. the complex formed by the lines for each of 
which the points of intersection with two given quadrics form a 
harmonic range ; but many of his results apply also to the general 
complex. 

The success of Pltickers researches was limited by the un- 
suitable (Cartesian) analysis he employed. The second important 
step in the development of the subject was due to Prof. Felix 
Klein, who, in his celebrated memoir in volume II. of the Alathe- 
matische Annalen, introduced the coordinate-system determined 
by six linear complexes in mutual involution*. By its adoption 
a simple and elegant analytical mode of treatment of line-geometry 
is rendered possible. 

Klein further revealed the existence of a singly infinite series 
of quadratic complexes which have the same singular surface as 
any given quadratic complex. In his Dissertation (Bonn, 1868) 
he pointed to the method of Weierstrass for the canonization of 
two quadratic forms, as the appropriate instrument for classifying 
the quadratic complex ; and this classification was carried out by 
Weiler. Another service rendered by Klein was his discovery 
of the analogue existing between the lines of three-dimensional 
space and the points of four-dimensional space, together with the 
equations embodying this relationship. His enunciation of the 
fact that line-geometry is point-geometry on a quadtic contained 

* On any line common to two linear complexes a (1, 1) correspondence of points 
is determined by the planes through the line, viz. by taking the poles of each plane 
for the two complexes. If a certain condition, connecting the constants of the 
equations of the two complexes, is satisfied, these pairs of points form an involution. 
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in point-space of five dimensions, offers a new point of view of the 
subject. 

Other important contributions to the theory are introduced 
from time to time in the text: of these the most fundamental 
are contained in the investigations of Lie, in which he showed 
the connexion of line-geometry with sphere-geometry. He esta- 
blished a relationship between the lines and spheres of three- 
dimensional space of such a nature, that to two intersecting lines 
there correspond two spheres in contact ; and he applied the ideas 
of both varieties of geometry to the investigation of various types 
of differential equations. 

In the present work the analytical method of treatment with 
Klein coordinates has been generally adopted ; but as it frequently 
happens that synthetic methods are appropriate, recourse to such 
has been occasionally made. Since the study of synthetic geometry 
has been less widely followed in this country than on the Continent, 
I have not thought it superfluous to insert, by way of Introduction, 
a short sketch of the simpler portions of that subject which have 
bearing on the context of the work. 

The main object of investigation is, as has been stated, the 
properties of the line complex, and, in connexion with it, the 
characteristics of the system of ao 2 lines common to any two 
complexes. To any set of oo a lines the name congruence is 
attached ; the study of such systems was extensively pursued at 
a period considerably before Pllicker's discoveries took place. 
The chief property of a congruence is that each of its lines is 
bitangent to a surface, (including as a special case two surfaces, 
a surface and a curve, etc.). Through any point there pass a 
definite number m of the lines of a given congruence, and in 
any plane there lie a definite number n of its lines. If the 
congruence is the complete intersection of two complexes, m = n. 

Though not necessarily included in the scope of this treatise, 
nevertheless, on account of its close connexion with the theory of 
the complex, a discussion has been given in Chapters XIV. — XVI. 
of the congruence (m, n), and in particular, of the congruences 
(2, n), so elegantly treated by Kuramer. 

As regards the various authorities on this subject, the student 
is referred to the work of Prof. Gino Loria II passato ed il presente 
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delle principali teorie geometriche, which contains detailed references 
to the chief memoirs. A useful summary with references is given 
in Prof. E. Pascal's Repertorio di mathematiche superiori. The 
comprehensive treatise of Prof. R. Sturm, Die Gebilde ersten und 
zweiten Grades der Liniengeometrie, is a storehouse of information ; 
his method is, however, exclusively synthetic. An introduction 
to most of the leading ideas is given by Prof. G. Koenigs in his 
work La giomitrie rigUe et ses applications. 

An interesting general account of Line Geometry given by 
Mr J. H. Grace in the Supplement to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
will be found very serviceable by the student of this subject. 

I have thought it Hot desirable to include in this treatise a 
description of the important investigations of Prof. E. Study, 
on account of their distinctness in aim and method from those of 
the other writers who have built up this subject. I rather refer 
the reader to Prof. Study's work Geometrie der Dynamen. 

It gives me much pleasure to express my gratitude to several 
friends for assistance generously given me; and especially to 
Mr. J. H. Grace, M.A., Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge, who 
read the manuscript, and who, by his criticisms and suggestions, 
has greatly increased the value of the work. My colleague 
Mr. G. W. Caunt, M.A., late Scholar of St Catharine's College, 
has read all the proofs; such accuracy as the book possesses is 
largely due to his carefulness. I am also under obligations to 
Mr P. W. Wood, B.A., Scholar of Emmanuel College, who has 
read the proofs and verified many of the examples. 

Professor T. J. FA. Bromwich, Fellow of St John's College, 
has kindly put at my disposal a collection of examples, most of 
which were made by him ; they have been incorporated in the 
Miscellaneous Results and Exercises, and add greatly to the book's 
usefulness. 

Finally, I feel it a pleasant duty to express my appreciation of 
the admirable manner in which the staff of the Universitv Press 
have carried out the onerous task involved in the printing. 

C. M. JESSOP. 

September 1903. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Before entering upon the subject proper of the present work, 
a short preliminary discussion of those parts of synthetic geometry 
which have the closest connexion with line geometry, has been 
inserted here for convenience of reference. 

i. Double Ratio. For four points ABCD lying on a straight 

AB AD 
line the number -^~ -5- ~ ~ is called the Double Sectional Ratio 

or Double Ratio of the points, the sense of the segments AB &c. 
being taken into consideration ; the terms Anharmonic Ratio and 
Cross Ratio are also used to designate this quantity, which is 
usually denoted by (A BCD). 

The orders in which the points may be taken are 24 in number* 
\ but there are only six different Double Ratios of the four points, 
\for we find that any two orders which differ by a double inter- 
change of two points have their double ratios equal, e.g. 

so that (ABCD) = (BADG) = (CDAB) = (DCBA). 

Secondly, if two non-consecutive members of a double ratio 
be interchanged the double ratio is inverted, e.g. 

(Ancm -62^4?- l 

^ ; 1)0  BC ~ (ABCD)  

Thirdly, the sum of the double ratios for two orders which 
differ in their second and third members is unity, e.g. 

(ABcm- ABDG (Aojin\- AC - DB - aAI)B 

{ABGD) -WTAD- ( AGBB) -CB7Ab-BC7Al)' 
and since 

BC+CA+AB = Q, AD = BD + AB, AD = CD-CA, 

j. 1 
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therefore 

BC . AD + CA (BD + AB) + AB (CD - CA) - 0, 

or BC.AD + CA.BD+AB.CD = 0, 

hence (ABCD) + (A CBD) = 1 . 

So that denoting (ABCD) by X, we have 

(ADCB) = \, (A CBD) - 1 - X, (4Z)fiC) - — ?— , 

All the other double ratios have one of these six values. If the 
value of the double ratio is — 1 the points are said to be Harmonic ; 
in this case since 

AB AD 

BC + DC ~ ' 
hence . AB(AC- AD) + AD (AC- AB) = 0, 

2 11 

or = — -4- - — • • 

AC AB^ AD' 

whence it is easily found that if is the mid-point of AC, 

0C' = 0B.0D. 
[It should be noticed that in this case the points ABCD are 
arranged consecutively.] 

ii. Correspondence. If between the points of a straight 

line a connexion is established such that to each point of the line 

corresponds one and only one point of the line, there -is said to 

exist a "one-one" correspondence, or correlation, between its 

points. If x is the distance of any point P of the line from a 

fixed point of the line, this correlation is defined by an equation 

of the form 

Axx' + Bx + Cx' + D = 0, 

where x is the distance from of the point P' which corresponds 
to P. It follows from this equation that 

Caf + D 
X ~ Ax f +B 

aud hence if P, Q, R, S are four points and P', Qf, R, S' their 
corresponding points, 

(PQRS) = (P , Q , RS f ) ] 
for PQ = X* - x l = (xi - xi) {AD - BC)/(Axi + B) (Ax,' + B) y 
SR^Xt-x^ (xi - xi) (AD - BG)j(Axi + B) (Axi + B) 9 &c, 
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hence 

(x % - #,) (^ - # 4 ) (a? 2 -ff 3 )(«i -*4> 
It follows that if three pairs of points of the line be associated 
the correspondence is determined, for if P and P', Q and Q t 
R and R' be made to correspond, then the point S' which cor- 
responds to any fourth point 8 is determined by the equality 

(PQRS) - (P'QR'S'). 

iii. United Points. The coincidence of a point and its 
corresponding point will occur twice, for putting a/ = a? we have 

Ax* + (B + C)x + D = 9 

thus in every (1, 1) correspondence there are two "united" points 
(real or imaginary). 

If the point midway between the united points (E t E') be the 
point from which the distances are measured, we must have 
B + C = 0, and the equation defining the correspondence is of the 
form Axx' + B (x — x') + D = 0, while the distance a of either 
united point from is given by the equation Ac? + D = ; com- 

bining these two equations and writing k for-r, the equation of 

correspondence becomes 

xx + k (x — x) — a 9 = 0, 
which may be written in the form 

(x + or) (x' — a) = (a -h k) (x — x), 
2a _ (*- «Q (- 2a) PF . ff'JE 
hence S+« - (*'-«)(* + «) " Fi? . W " (PF ^ >' 

thus the double ratio of a point, its corresponding point, and the < 
united points is constant. The correspondence is therefore de- 
termined if its united points and one pair of corresponding points 
are given. 

iv. Involution. If 2?=Cthe relation between x and of is 
symmetrical, and hence if P' corresponds to any point P then 
will P correspond to P', and the points of the line form u closed 
systems " of two points. The correspondence is in this case called 
an Involution. The equation which connects corresponding points 
being now 

Axx +B(x + of) + D = 0, 
it may be written 

1—2 
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or if y and y' are the respective distances of P and F from the 
point whose distance from is — . , 

If B > > AD there are two real points each of which coincides 
with its corresponding point, viz. those given by the equation 

y = ± A ' 
so that if these points be E and E' and M their middle point (the 
origin for the ys) and P, F any pair of corresponding points 

MP.MF = ME\ 

This shows that the two "double" points E and E' of the 
involution form with any pair of corresponding points a harmonic 
range. 

v. Harmonic Involutions. If in the two involutions on 
the same line determined respectively by 

xx + A (x + x') + B = 0, 

yy' + C(y + y') + ^ = o, 

the double points of one form a pair in the other, i.e. are harmonic 
conjugates to the double points of the other, it is clear that 

B + D-2AC=0 (a). 

The Involutions are then said to be " harmonic " to each other. 
In this case, if to two points P and P' which are conjugate in the 
first Involution the conjugate points in the second Involution are 
Q and Q' respectively, Q and Q' are themselves conjugate in the 
first Involution ; for by hypothesis 

DO - - C.OP + D na ,__C.0P^r D 
u *- 0P~+C~' W "" OF + C ' 

hence (OP + C) {OP' + C) (OQ .OQ' + A. UQ + OQ' + B) 



= (C.OP + D)(C.OF + D)-A(C.UP + D.OF + C 



+ C.0F + JJ.0P + C) + B(0P + C)(0F + C) 
= (C* - D) (OP . OF + A . OP + OF + JB), from (a), 
= 0, which proves the result stated. 

vi. Correspondences on different lilies. We shall now 
consider correspondences between the points of two different lines 
and the ruled surfaces (or plane curves) obtained as loci or 
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envelopes of lines joining corresponding points. In what follows 
use will be made of the obvious fact that when a correspondence 
is established between the points of a line and these points are 
joined to any external point by a plane pencil of lines, a similar 
correspondence is thereby established between the lines of the 
pencil ; similarly a correspondence established on a line gives rise 
to a correspondence between the planes of any pencil of planes 
(i.e. planes having a common line of intersection). 

When a (1,1) correspondence exists between the points of two 
lines* in the same plane, the joins of pairs of corresponding points 
envelope a curve of the second class ; for joining any point P of the 
plane to the points of the two lines a (1, 1) correspondence is 
established between the lines of the pencil centre P ; since there 
are two united lines in this correspondence, through P will pass 
two and only two lines which connect a pair of corresponding 
points. To this envelope the two given lines are themselves 
tangents. A special case arises when the point of intersection of 
the two given lines corresponds to itself i.e. regarded as a point of 
the first line has itself as corresponding point in the second line ; 
in this case, of the two lines through P which join corresponding 
points one coincides with PO and therefore passes through the 
fixed point ; the envelope of lines joining corresponding points 
breaks up into two points, and one other point C, the two rows 
of points are said to be in perspective, and the point G through 
which pass all lines joining corresponding points is called the 
" centre of perspective." 

The corresponding theorem afforded by the PrincijU . of Duality 
is, if between the lines of two plane pencils a (1, 1) correspondence 
exists, the locus of intersection of correspr.riing lines is a curve of 
the second order passing through the centres of the pencils ; for on 
any line the two pencils determine a (1, 1) correspondence of 
points, the two double points of whi^h are the points of intersection 
of the line with the required locus. A special case arises when 
the line joining the centres of the pencils corresponds to itself; in 
this case, of the two double points on any line, one lies on the line 
joining the centres of the pencils, i.e. the locus of intersection of 
corresponding lines of the two pencils breaks up into the line 
joining the centres of the pencils and one other line c, the two 
pencils are said to be in perspective, and the line c which contains 

* The x of Axt. ii here refers to a point P of one line, and x* to its corresponding 
point P* on the other line. 
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the intersections of corresponding lines is called the axis of 
perspective. 

vii. A (1,1) correspondence between the lines of two pencils (or 
the points of two lines) in one plane is established when to three 
elements of one are assigned as correspondents three elements of the 
other; for if three lines of one pencil 8A, SB, SG meet any given 
line p in A, B, and C, and three corresponding lines S'^L', S'B', 
S'C of the other pencil meet the same line in A\ B\ C, then 
(Art. ii)the three pairs of corresponding points AA',BB', CC deter- 
mine a correlation on p, hence if any other line of the first pencil 
meets p in P the corresponding line S'P' of the other pencil 
is determined. 

viii. The joins of corresponding points on two non-intersecting 
lines form one set of generators of a quadric, that is, a Regulus* ; 
for the points of the two lines u and v establish on the pencil of 
planes whose axis is any line 2 a (1, 1) correspondence, viz., if P 
and P are corresponding points on u and v, to the plane (P, I) 
corresponds the plane (P 7 , I), each of the two double planes of this 
correspondence will meet the lines u, v in a pair of corresponding 
points, hence two and only two lines joining corresponding points 
on u and v will meet I, and any line I will meet the locus of lines 
which join corresponding points on u and v in two points. The 
two given line* belong to the other system of generators of the 
quadric • etermined by the Regulus. It is to be noticed that the 
linejs of . K gull's determine on any two lines of the other system 
two row c mint-* h: ving a (1, 1) correspondence; and four given 
gener *~iutei a variable generator of the opposite 

sv .our |> ».cs ! ' a constant Double Ratio. 

i he i .iuci» Ic ->f D f gives the theorem, the locus of inter- 
sect* >* of Citrrrsp* vfyj jnr .** of two pencils of planes connected by 
a 1, 1) oorrespoi h lie is a Regains ; for the two pencils of planes 
determine on aiiy ''ho / a (1, 1) corre ,pondence of points, hence 
corresponding pi .n> „ will only meet on I at the double points of 
this correspondence. 

The following properties of a quadric should tx, observed : 
First, if A , B, 0, D are any four points on a generator and a, 6, c, d the 
tangent planes thereat, (A BCD) = (abed). 

* In the sequel the word Regulus is restricted to mean ' one set of generators of 
a quadric surf* V the other set of generators is called, in reference to it, the 
* complementary ' regains. The word ' demi-qaadrique ' is used by Eoenigs in this 
sense. 
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This follows from taking any other generator of the same system which 
meets a, b, c, d in A', &, G\ D respectively, then AA', BB, CC\ DU are 
generators and therefore from what precedes (ABGD)=(A'BC'D\ while 
{A'BC'iy)=(abcd\ heuce (abed) = (A BCD); 

Secorid, if A BCD are any given points on the quadric and x any generator, the 
double ratio of the four planes xA,xB, xC, xD is constant ; for if the generators 
through A, B, C, D of the opposite system to x meet x in PQRS respectively, 
x A, xB y xC, xD are the tangent planes at P, §, IC, S respectively, therefore 
(PQRS) = (xA, xB y xC\ xD], but (PQRS) being the double ratio of points of 
Si>ction by a generator of the four given generators through A, B, C y D is 
vvnstant. 

ix. Correspondence between the points of a conic and 
the lines of a plane pencil. If a (1, 1) correspondence exists 
between the points of a conic and the lines of a plane pencil centre S, 
there are three points on the conic , of which one at least is real, through 
>ohick pass their c&rresponding lines ; ftr take any point 8' on the 
conic /"* and join it to the points of ' f\ then between the lines of 
the pencils centres S and S', a (1, 1) correspondence is established -* 
and the intersection of corresponding lines being a conic /J»-^- i * cn 
meets f 2 in four points, of which ti' is oue, it is seen > v ^ fc there 
are three points on f 2 through which pass the resp^ lve cor " 
responding lines of the pencil centre 8. 

If between a pencil of planes and the lines of a reguV 8 a ' ' ' 
correspondence exists, and if the section of the pem-P a . . 

regulus by any plane be taken, the last result show^s f*| a * } n 
plane there are three points in which a plane of the p* 3 ' 101 . '^ n , eets 
its corresponding line of thl regulus, hence the locus ?*^ tn inter- 
section of corresponding g'iierai.tors and plane*£» * ^ U K V y r ™ cn 
three points lie in any plaie.or a twisted crlrc . ^ ,'' 

x. Involution on a conic. If a ( t, l)\tt**e$>p v e^fi 

exists between the poirts of a conic, to^iprot % * I corf; -spr; «r 

a point Q and to Q n poino-B in g£n*ral differ^ a Vrom . \ thup 

through Q pass two lines which .joiir corresponding poittta/iYid 

this being the case for ca>.! • j>ointi of the conic, ^e envelope ^ 

lines joining corresponding points, is a curve ^Jje second\class. 

, If however the correspondence io involutory, i.e.- if U. Q corresponds 

' 1\ the envelope becomes of the first class or. the lines joining 

corresponding points are concurrent ; if U is tlieir common poiftit, 

U is called th& centre of the involution. V 

Conditio^ for Involution. A (1, 1) correspondence on the same 

conic is an involution when to a point A there corresponds doubly a ' 

point A t j/for let B and B, be two other corresponding. points, so 
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that to AA X B correspond A x AB Xi let U be the intersection of AA l 
and BB 1 and u its polar line with respect to the conic. 

The pencils B 1 (A 1 AB...), B(AA 1 B 1 ...) are in (1, 1) corre- 
spondence and since they have the line BB 1 as self-corresponding 
line the pencils are in perspective and the locus of intersection of 
corresponding lines of the pencils is a straight line which must 
be u. 

So that any line BC meets its corresponding line B& in u, 
hence C, U, and C t must be collinear and therefore since to C 
corresponds C lt to C x will correspond C, or the correspondence is 
an Involution. 

xi. Corresponding Sheaves. The assemblage of oo ' lines 
which pass through one point are said to form a sheaf; the same 
name is given to all the planes through a point. If the sheaf of 
planes through any point S is connected by a (1, 1) correspondence 
with the sheaf of planes through a point S', so that to the inter- 
section of two planes through S corresponds the intersection of 

, v — responding planes through S', the sheaves are said to be 
collinear. 

X1L Systems of Lines. The system of lines formed by the 
intersection fp a i r8 of corresponding planes of two collinear sheaves 
is of the :j rst 01t Jer, { s% through any point P there passes one line of 
the system. for j oin s ^ p> then through S' there is one corre- 
sponding l^ e 8 >p> and the two penci , g of planes for sp and gtp,^ 

being connived by a (1, 1) correspondence, have as locus of 
intersection/of Co«. ft8p0 nding fs.iv^a.legulus (Art. viii), of which 
one Ime ppJses througn P; SP and S'F intersect all the lines of 
this regulus. 

Bu/if the line S'P corresponds to SP, i.e. if the two corresponding 
lines intersect in P, the above regulus becomes a quadric cone of 
vertexJP and all the generators of the cone belong to the system 
of lnufe; P is then called a "singular" point of the system of 
lines./ J 

tit should be noticed that SP and ST are both generators of 
tnri cone, for to the plane SPS' of the pencil *hose axis is SP 
corresponds a plane through S'P, hence S'P is\ line of inter- 
action of two corresponding planes ; similarly for\&P.] 

If the plane SPS' corresponds to itself the con\ becomes a 
plane; for take any plane a through SS\ the two pencHs of planes 
through SP and ST meet a in corresponding lines S& 8'Q and 
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the locus of Q is a line p, since for the pencils (S, a), (S', a) the 
line SS' corresponds to itself, (because to the plane SPS' the 
plane S'PS corresponds), hence the lines of the system through P, 
being the lines PQ, lie in the plane (P, p). 

Evert/ regains or cone of the system passes through each singular 
point, since to a plane through such a point P corresponds a plane 
which must also pass through P. 

It has been shown that through each point which is not a 
singular point one line of the system passes ; it remains to deter- 
mine the class of the system of lines, i.e. the number in any 
plane. 

I. When the correspondence is such that SS' is a self-cor- 
responding line the class is unity; for if P is a singular point, 
to the plane PSS' corresponds the plane PS'S, i.e. this plane 
corresponds to itself and since SS' corresponds to itself the 
locus of intersection of corresponding lines in it is a line p of 
which every point is a singular point, therefore corresponding 
planes through S and S' meet p in the same point. Singular 
points not on p are seen for a similar reason to lie on another 
line p f which is intersected by all lines of the system. Thus the 
system of lines is formed by all the lines which meet the two lines 
p and p' ; in any given plane there is one line of the system, viz. 
the join of the points in which the plane meets p and p\ There 
are two self-corresponding planes in the sheaves, viz. (SS', p), 
(SS', p'). 

II. When the correspondence is such that the sheaves have only 
one self-corresponding plane, the class of the system is two ; for in 
this plane there is a set of singular points lying on a conic c 3 
through S and S', and at a point P of c 2 the cone of P is a plane 
(see above); the planes of two such points P and Q meet in a line v 
every point of which is singular, for through any point R of v 
there are two lines, i.e. HP, RQ, belonging to the system and 
therefore an infinite number, also since v meets the given plane it 
intersects c*. The lines of the system are hence the lines joining 
the points of v to those of c s , the lines in any plane a are the 
joins of the point (v, a) to the points (c*, a), i.e. two in number. 

III. When the collinear sheaves have no self-corresponding 
dement the class of the system is three ; for if p is the intersection 
of two corresponding planes, to the pencil of lines (S, p) corresponds 
the pencil of lines (S' t p) aud these two pencils determine on p a 



10 INTRODUCTION 

(1, 1) correspondence; if P and Q are its united points they are 
singular points of the system of lines and on P there are no other 
singular points ; also if P is any singular point the plane PSS' 
contains the three singular points P, S, S' and no other, since if in 
it another singular point existed the plane PSS' would be self- 
corresponding as containing two pairs of corresponding lines ; again 
since the cones of any two singular points P and P' each contain 
all the singular points, the locus of singular points consists of the 
partial intersection of two quadric cones having the generator PP' 
in common, i.e. a twisted cubic*. The lines of the system consist of 
the chords of this cubic and those in a plane are the joins of the 
intersections of the plane and the cubic, three in number. 

The following property of the twisted cubic is of importance : 
If x is any chord of the curve and A, B, C, D given points on the curve the 
four planes xA, xB, xC, xD have a constant double ratio; for if any point P of 
the curve be joined to the other points of the curve we have a " cone of the 
system " and if x be any generator of this cone (xA, xB, xC, xD) is constant, 
since this merely expresses the property that the double ratio of the lines 
joining a variable point on a conic to four fixed points on the conic is constant, 
hence for all the chords of the cubic through P the theorem is true and if Q 
be any other point of the cubic since the cones for P and Q have one generator 
common, the theorem is also true for Q. 

The locus of intersection of three corresponding planes of three 
pencils of planes which have mutually a (1, 1) correspondence, is a 
twisted cubic of which the axes of the pencils are chords ; for the 
lines of intersection of corresponding planes of two of the pencils 
form a regulus and to each pair of corresponding planes there 
corresponds a plane of the third pencil, hence to each line of the 
regulus one plane of the third pencil corresponds, and it was seen 
(Art. ix) that the locus of intersection of corresponding members of 
a regulus and pencil of planes is a twisted cubic. 

xiii. Collinear Plane Systems. By aid of two collinear 
sheaves a (1, 1) correspondence can be established between the 
points of any two planes, i.e. if any line of the sheaf centre S 
meets one plane in P and the corresponding line of the sheaf 
centre S' meets the other plane in P\ then P and P* are a pair of 
corresponding points in the two planes. Further if the two planes 
are superposed on each other a (1, 1) correspondence of points of 
this plane arises, so that to each point of the plane correspond two 
points -P, P" according as P is supposed to belong to one of these 
(indefinitely near) planes or to the other ; the points of the plane 

* See Salmon's Geometry of Three Dimensions, third edition, p. 904. 
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are then said to form a collinear system ; conversely if for each 
pair of corresponding points P, P* of a collinear plane system the 
point P is joined to S and the point R to S', when S and S' are 
any two points of space, two collinear sheaves are obtained. 

Thus a collinear plane system has three self-corresponding 
points, viz. the points where the twisted cubic of the sheaves (S) 
and (£>') meet the plane. 

The collineation of a plane system is determined if to any four 
points P, Q, i£, S are assigned as corresponding points four other 
points R, Q', R', S'; which may be shown as follows: — to the 
intersection of the lines PQ and RS will correspond the inter- 
section 0' of the corresponding lines P / Q' and R'S', and if X be 
any point on PQ, the corresponding point X' on PQ' is determined 
from the equation (OPQX) = (O'RQfX'), similarly for corresponding 
points on PR, &c; also if a? be any line through P the corresponding 
line x' through P is determined from the equation 

(*, PQ, PR, PS) = (*', RQ\ RR, PS') ; 

similarly for corresponding lines through Q, R, S; hence to any 
line which meets PQ, RS in X, Y will correspond the line which 
meets RQ\ R'S' in the corresponding points X', Y' ; and to any 
point whose joins to P and Q are x and y will correspond the 
point which is the intersection of the corresponding lines through 
R and Q\ 

It follows that the collineation of two sheaves is determined 
when to four lines of one are assigned as respective correlatives 
four lines of the other. 

Hence through six points no four of which are in one plane one 
and only one twisted cubic can be described, for the points being 
S, S' t A, B, C, D if the lines SA, S'A ; SB, S'B ; SC, S'C; SD, S'D 
be made to respectively correspond, the collineation of the sheaves 
(S) and OS') is determined and hence a cubic which passes through 
the six points ; also if there were another cubic through them we 
should again obtain by the same means a collineation of the 
sheaves (S) and (S f ) which must be the same collineation, and 
hence the cubics must be the same. 

xiv. Collineation of systems of space. A collineation 
between two three-dimensional spaces 2 and 2' is a relation such 
that to any point of 2 corresponds one point of 2' and to a plane 
7r of 2 through a point P of 2 corresponds one plane it' of 2' 
through the corresponding point P / of 2' and ir' contains all 
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points of 2' corresponding to points of 2 in ir ; hence to a pencil 
of planes in 2 will correspond a pencil of planes in 2' and to a 
line of 2 corresponds a line of 2'. The collineation is determined 
when to five points of 2 (no four of which are coplanar) are 
assigned as correlatives five points of 2' (no four of which are 
coplanar) ; for if A, B, C, D, E are the given points of 2 and 
A', &, C", D\ E' their corresponding points in 2' the collineation 
of the sheaves (A) and (A') is established, since to four lines of 
one correspond four lines of the other; similarly the collineation of 
the other pairs of sheaves (B), (ff), &c. is determined ; thus to 
three planes of the sheaves (A)> (B), (G) through any point P of 
2 will correspond three definite planes of the sheaves (A') t (B*), 
(C) respectively and the intersection of these latter three gives 
the point P f corresponding to P. 

If the spaces 2 and 2' are the same, we obtain a collineation of 
the points of one space 2 ; in this case it can easily be shown that 
there are four (real or imaginary) self-corresponding points; for 
denote by p AB the quadric determined by the corresponding pencils 
of planes whose axes are AB and A'B' and by p ABC the intersection 
of the planes through ABC, A'BC respectively, and by k/ the 
twisted cubic corresponding to the two sheaves (A) and {A'\ then 
p AB contains both k A * and k B s (Art. xii), also the quadrics p AB , p AC in- 
tersect in p AB c au( i ^a while the quadrics p BA , p BD intersect in p ABD 
and k B * ; moreover p ABi p AC , p BD meet in eight points (real or imagi- 
nary) and of these, four are the intersections of p AB c an d &b s > Pabd 
and k A s , so that the remaining four are the intersections of k A * and 
&/, hence the twisted cubics lc A * and lc B * meet in four points each of 
which corresponds to itself, for if K be such a point, to the point 
of intersection of the lines KA and KB will correspond the point 
of intersection of the corresponding lines KA' and KR, i.e. K 
itself. 

If in a space collineation there are five self-corresponding 
points every point will correspond to itself, for it has been seen 
that when five pairs of corresponding points are given the collinea- 
tion is determined uniquely; hence, if five self-corresponding points 
are given, the identical collineation being a possible is also the 
only one. 

xv. General Involution. If a correspondence be established 
on a curve such that to each of its points P correspond n points 
of the curve P 1 P s ...P n and if one of the points corresponding to 
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Pj be P, one point corresponding to P 9 be P and so on, the 
correspondence is said to be Involutory and is denoted by [n] ; if in 
addition the points Pj...P n correspond to each other so that the 
points PP lm ..P u form a closed system we are said to have an 
Involution of the n + 1 th degree. If on a plane curve there is an 
Involutory correspondence [w], the lines joining corresponding 
points envelope a curve, called the Direction Curve, which is of 
class n since from each point of the curve n tangents can be 
drawn to the curve. If there are two Involutory correspondences 
[n] and [n'] on the same curve, since the two direction curves 
have nri common tangents it is clear that the two correspondences 
must have nri pairs of corresponding points in common. 

If there are two sets of points on a curve defined respectively by coordinates 
x and y, such that to each point x there correspond m points y, and to each 
point y there correspond n points x y we have an (m, n) point correspondence 
on the curve. Such a correspondence is expressed by an algebraic equation 
of the form <f> (x y y)=0, where <f> is a rational polynomial of degree m in y and 
n in x. Putting x=y we obtain in general an equation of degree m+n'm x y 
which gives m+n united points or ' coincidences ' of the correspondence. 
This result is known as the Correspondence Principle of Chasles. 

If the correspondence is an Involution wi = w, and if the coefficient of 
jfy* is a n we have a r9 =a tr . Should the correspondence be such that one 
point x coincides with two of its corresponding points y, taking this point as 
the zero point of both x and y we notice that the coefficients a w , a 01 , a 10 all 
disappear, hence the equation which gives the coincidences must have two zero 
roots, or, if in an Involution [n] a point coincides with two of its corresponding 
points, this is to be counted as a double coincidence. 

xvi. Involution on a twisted cubic. Take the quadric 
cone formed by the chords joining any point of a twisted cubic 
to its other points, then an Involution [2] on a plane section of 
this cone is projected into an Involution [2] on the cubic. Another 
Involution [2] on the cubic is made by the pencil of planes 
through any line Z; this is a cubic Involution, and is projected 
into a cubic Involution on the given couic ; moreover since the two 
Involutions on the conic have in common four pairs of corresponding 
points so also will the two Involutions on the cubic; it follows 
that four lines joining corresponding pairs of points in the first 
Involution on the cubic meet I. Hence the lines joining corre- 
sponding points in any Involution [2] on a twisted cubic form 
a ruled surface of the fourth degree; through each point of 

I the cubic pass two generators of this surface for which therefore 

J the cubic is a double curve. 



.) 



14 INTRODUCTION 

If it once occurs in this Involution that the points Q and R 
which correspond to P also correspond to each other the Involution 
will be cubic ; for the plaue PQR since it contains three lines of a 
ruled quart ic must cut this surface in another line / which does 
not meet the cubic curve ; any plane through I will meet the 
cubic in three points P*, Q\ R' and the line joining any two of 
these latter points, e.g. P' and Q', meets the surface in five points, 
viz. twice in both P / and Qf and once in the point (PQ\ I), and 
hence must lie altogether in the surface; the generators of the 
surface therefore consist of all the chords of the cubic which meet I. 

xvii. [2, 2] Correspondences. 

A [2, 2] correspondence of points upon two lines is given by an equation 

of the form 

a? a w 1 +.i?Wa+w 3 =0 (i), 

where u,, w„ u 3 are quadratic expressions in y, the points P of one line being 
determined by x y the points Q of the' other by y. There are four points x for 
each of which the two corresponding values of y coincide ; such a point is called 
a Branch Point, so that there are four branch points X u X t , X s , X A on one 
line, and four Y ly Y 2 , Y Zy Y A on the other line; it will now be shown that 

(X l X t X 9 Xi)-(Y l Y % T z 7i\ 

For writing x=(x-X l )/(x—X i ) f a (1, 1) correspondence is established 
between points P and P* of one line, hence, (Art. ii), 

similarly if y' = (y— ^/(y- Y 2 ) y substituting for x and y in (i), we obtain 
another [2, 2] correspondence between points P and </ of the two lines. It 
is obvious that when P is a branch point of the first y the corresponding point 
P is a branch point of the second [2, 2] correspondence ; it follows that when 
x* is zero or infinity we obtain branch points for P y similarly for C, therefore 
the [2, 2] correspondence between P and (? must be determined by an 
equation of the form 

^ 2 (y'+a) a +2^ / (^ + 2cy'+rf) + 6»(y' + e)*=0, 
in which tf 2 =a 2 W. 

The equations to determine the two remaining branch points of the second 
correspondence on either line are quadratic : if their roots are #,', x A ' ; y 3 ', y 4 ' ; 
it is seen by inspection of these quadratics that 

x ' v ' 
i(d=abe, ^=^J or, (x s \ 0, * 4 ', oo ) = (y s ', 0, y 4 ', co ) ; 

if d - - abe, '-± + ]f,= 1 ; or, (*,', 0, * 4 ', oo )=(y $ ',y 4 ', 0, oo ); 

X 4 ^4 

so that for a definite assignment of the suffixes 

(jr l jr t z,z < )=(r I r,r,r < ). 
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CHAPTER I. 

SYSTEMS OF COORDINATES. 

1. In the analytical treatment by Des Cartes of the Geometry 
of Space, the point is the space-element ; the researches of Poncelet 
and other geometers, and in particular the Principle of Duality, 
lead naturally to the plane as a space-element ; finally to Plticker* 
is due the conception of a geometry in which the line serves as 
the element of space. Just as the point and plane are defined by 
coordinates and the investigation of loci of points and envelopes of 
planes is conducted by algebraical methods in the older geometry, 
so in that with which this work is concerned, line-coordinates are 
employed, and loci of lines are by their means discussed. The 
object of the present treatise is then, mainly, the investigation of 
the properties of the assemblage of lines which satisfy one or more 
given conditions, i.e. of lines whose coordinates satisfy one or more 
equations of given form. 

If only one condition is imposed the lines which fulfil it are 
said to form a Complex, and since a line has four coordinates, it is 
clear that the lines of a complex are triply infinite, or oo 8 , in 
number. If a double condition or two conditions are imposed we 
have a Congruence f, this is seen to consist of oo 2 lines. If three 
conditions are specified we have oo 1 lines forming a ruled surface. 
A feet which has most important bearings upon our subject is that 
since a straight line may be regarded either as the locus of its 
points or as the envelope of its planes, it is found that the pro- 
positions of line geometry stand in the same relationship to points 
as to planes, or the subject is dual. 

The present chapter is mainly given to the description of 
various kinds of coordinates of the straight line. 

* Neue Geometrie des Raumes. 

t The term ' system of lines ' is also sometimes employed. 
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2. The line of intersection of the planes 

x = rz + p, 

is known, if the values of r, s y p, <r are given ; these quantities may 
be taken as four of the coordinates of the line. Another coordinate 
is then also taken for the following reason ; on linearly transforming 
the Cartesian coordinates, we get the same line represented by the 
equations 

x' = rV + p\ 

y' = *V + </, 

where r', s\ p' and a are fractions of the same denominator, and 
whose numerators and denominators are linear expressions in 
r, 8, a- and p, and also ra — sp. Thus an equation of degree 
n in r, «, <r, p would in general be transformed into one of degree 
2« in those quantities. To obviate this Pliicker introduced a 
fifth coordinate 17, where 17 = ra — 8p. Thus an equation of degree 
n in r, s, <r, p, rj is transformed into an equation of the same degree 
m r , 8 , a , p , q . 

3. Homogeneous Coordinates. The introduction of homo- 
geneous line-coordinates greatly assists the study of this branch of 
geometry. Such systems will now be discussed. 

Two points of a line being (a^o,^), (/3i/3 2 &/3i) or as will be 
written in future, a and /3, and two planes through the line being 
similarly u and v, we have the following four equations 

Wi«i +1^02 +1/3*8 +^4«4 =0,\ 
«iA + «9& + W3& + u 4 /3 4 = 0, 

v l a l + v a a, -f v s a s + v 4 a 4 = 0, 

«>iA + »aA + VsA + v 4 /3 4 = 0. 

Eliminating successively v 19 v?, w 8 , and w 4 from the first two 
equations we obtain 

(a, & - a a &) w, + (^ft - «,&) m, + (a,j8 4 - a 4 ft) t* 4 » ; 

or if *i0k-*kfii=Pit, 

we have • p w w 2 + p^tt, +Pi 4 w 4 = 0, 

PSI Ml +i>32 W« + • + #* *4 = 0, 
P41^1+i>42W2+^43W,+ • =0J 



(i). 



•("). 



I 



^MM-*-»« 
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The ratios of the quantities pa thus defined are taken a& the 
coordinates of the line joining a and fi. Observe that if any two 
other points on the line (a, fi) be taken in place of a and fi, the 
ratios of the p& are not altered. 

It should be noticed that for ai* edge of the tetrahedron of reference all 
the pa are zero except the one having the same suffixes, e.g. for the edge A 1 A 2y 

If the equations (ii) are satisfied the line "pa" will lie in the 
plane u. The quantities p& are connected by an equation, for on 
eliminating the Ui from equations (ii) we have 



= 0; 



Pu Pn Pu 
Pn p n p u 

Pn Ps» p« 

P* i>« i>48 o 

whence observing that p& = — p« we obtain 

{PnP* + Pi*p* + PuP*)* = 0. 

The same result is obtained by developing the zero deter- 
minant 

«i «, «, cl a 

fix fi% fit fi* 

&i a* «j 04 

fix fit fit fii 

thus, % (pi*Pu+ PitP* + PuP*) = (iii). 

This then is an identical relation connecting the six coordinates 
of a line. It is usual to denote the left side of the last equation 
by 2P. By aid of this relation any one of the equations (ii) may be 
deduced from two of the others. 

Again, if we eliminate the a* in the same manner from the first 
an ^ third of the equations (i), we have on writing 



the equations 



irastfiife-tCfcVf, 

^SL a i + Wss^a + • + Ts4 a 4 — 



y 



.(iv). 



xJtf, 



J. 



-2 



*Y 
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4 A fact connected with the duality of the subject is that 
the quantities p and ir are proportional, so that we may take 
either the jp« or the ir& as coordinates. For since u and v both 
pass through p we have 

PnU* + P13U9 +i>ww 4 = 0, 

Now eliminating p 12 it follows that 

Pu *» ' 
and proceeding similarly we obtain, 

Pu '• Pn'-Pa- Pu ' Pa : Pu = ^84 • ^14 : W94 : «■ : h* : w M (v). 

The equations (iv) are those of the four planes through the line 
and the different vertices of the tetrahedron of reference ; so that 
a geometrical interpretation is given to the ir^y for 7r 12 , tt^, tt 14 are 
proportional to the coordinates of the plane through the line and 
the vertex A lt and so on. In like manner from (ii) we notice that 
P\%> Pu* Pu are proportional to the coordinates of the point of 
intersection of the line and the coordinate plane a lt and so on. 

Conversely six quantities p& connected by an equation P » 0, 
and such that p^ = — p w , are the coordinates of a line. For, in this 
case, since any one of the equations (ii) is deducible from two of 
the others, the four points they respectively represent lie in one 
line, and taking two particular values of the u, i.e. two particular 
planes through this line, we derive the equations (v) showing that 
the coordinates of this line are the p&. 

5. Intersection of two lines. Two lines p and p will 
intersect if 

For a and fi being any two points of p, and a', fi' two points of 
p' y these four points are coplanar, hence 





a i «4 «S «4 






fil #2 fit fit 

mm* /»' **' mm' 

«1 fl S «J «4 


= 0, 




^1 fi\ fi*t fi\ 




which gives the condition just stated. Observe that this? 


ntten 


Optk 


\ 

t 
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& Coordinates of Pliicker and Lie. Passing from homo- 
geneous to Cartesian coordinates, or writing x, y\ z\ 1 respec- 
tively for a u «a, as, 04, and x" . y" t z'\ 1 for fl u £„ /3 tf & 4 , we obtain 

p u = a? - x , p« = y-y, p«4 = * - * . 

These are the homogeneous coordinates adopted by Pliicker*. 
If now x" = x' + dx\ i.e. if the points are consecutive, omitting 
accents, Lie's coordinates are obtained, viz. 

p l% = xdy — ydx, p a = ydz — zdy, p zl — zdx — xdz. 

Pn^ — dx , pa4 = -dy , p M = -rf^. 

If the tetrahedron of reference be formed by three mutually perpendicular 
planes and the plane at infinity, it is clear that the coordinates P& are 
proportional to the components along the axes, and the moments about the 
axes, of a force whose line of action is the given line. 

7. Transformation of Coordinates. If a new tetrahedron 
of reference be chosen, the coordinates of the line p# will become 
p'it, where 



i 



If the equations of transformation are 

p'n is obviously a linear function of the p#, so that 

yt*= s ^a>u j Pi2 + ^i*,w/>i8 + 

The six coefficients of p l2 on the right are proportional to the 
coordinates of the edge A l A 2 of the old tetrahedron of reference 
witbi :regard to the new one, as is seen by putting 

Pis =Pu -Pa-Pu = P<a = 

righi-hand side of the equations, and so for the other 
nta 

Generalized Coordinates. In place of the p& we may 

raf given linear functions of them as coordinates. Denoting 

vehience the p's by p 1 p 1i . . . p 6 and the new coordinates by 

the identity P = will be replaced by a new quadratic 

1 4t the q's equated to zero. Let the latter be a> (q)f = 0, 

p) = <o (q), hence 

dP _ -, 3o) dqu 
'■ tyi ~~ k 3?* 9p< ' 

'Mue Geometrie des Raumes, Bd i. S. 2. 

r aitation w, appears to be due to M. Koenigs, see La QiomStrie rigtee, 
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i 

now let p and p' be two lines denoted by q and qf in the. so* t 
system of coordinates, then 

dP K f , K 3cd dqi 



i tyi i \ k dq k dpi, 



k W i % dp J 

Thus the condition for the intersection of two lines is 

i 3? t 

9. Coordinate* of Klein. The simplest case included i 
the last transformation is the coordinate-system of Klein*. Th 
is obtained by writing 

«i=Pia+i>a4, #s-i>i*+.P«> #s=j>i4+.P»/ 

W2=Plt-~P*> Wi^Pvt-p** ^6=i>14-p»» 

where* i — V — 1. These quantities x are adopted as the coordinate 
of the line. 



....(vi), 



The equation P = becomes 

2^ = 0. 
i 

The condition of intersection of twp lines x, y , ^ime* th( 
simple form 

6 

* 2^ = 0. 
i 

The last equation will usually be denoted in future by .>*/)— 

and ' ,2^ = by (a 2 ) = 0. 

Conversely six quantities x which satisfy ?Lx? = (a?) — i y he 
taken as the coordinates of a line. For if the #» ar« » -v Vv 
equations (vi) we can find six quantities p« which b; virt ,<* .»t 
the equation (x*) = satisfy P = and are therefore the e< oni > -, 
of a line. 

Intersection of consecutive lines. The condition of in < r-» . 
of two lines a? and y in Klein coordinates is in general i,j-\t) » 
when applied however to consecutive lines this condition i^ ^;n- * f 
identically for terras of the first order, and the condition of Li 

* See Math, Ann. Bd. n., Zur Theorie der Linitncomplexe de« ersten ur .' ,. ! 
Grades. 
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section of x and x + dx is (d&) = 0. For let x be determined by 
its two points a and /8, then x + dx is determined by the points 
a + da, /3 + dJ3, thus if Xi is the (bilinear) function of a and £ 
F{(a, /3) we see that 

dxi = ^ (a, d£) + Fi (da, £) + F € (da, d£) 
where 2 J? (a, d£) = 0, 2*V(da, £) = 0, 2/? (da, d£) = 0; 
also XFi (a, /3) F t (a, d/3) - 0, 

since the lines have the common point a, and 

IFiia, p)Fi(d2, £) = 0, 

since the lines have the common point ft, so that (xdx) = 0, for 
terms of the first order. 

If x and x + dx have a common point, let it be a, then da = 0, 
and dxi = Fi(a f d/8), hence (dar s ) = 0. 

10. Plane Pencil of Lines. Referring to the coordinates 
Pik it is observed that they are linear in the coordinates of each of 
the two points a and fi, thus the new coordinates x are so also. 
It follows that if x and y are the coordinates of two lines which 
join the point a to the points ft and y respectively, then denoting 
1>y z the line joining a to the point & + Xy, we have 

Zi = Xi + \y { . 

By giving all values to X we obtain the lines of the plane 
pencil determined by the two intersecting lines x and y. 
Conversely if x and y are two intersecting lines we have 

(a?) = 0, (ay) = 0, (y*) = 0, 

hence x + Xy is a line, and thus is one of the pencil determined 
by x and y. 

11. Double Ratio of four lines of a pencil. The four lines 
x + Xqy, x + X^y, x + X,y, x + \ 4 y will pass respectively through 
the points a + Xjft a + X,£, a + X 8 £, a + \ 4 /8, where a and £ are 
points on x and y respectively ; hence the double ratio of the four 
lines is 

12. Von Staudt's Theorem. If a, {2 are the points in 
which a line meets the coordinate planes respectively opposite 
to the vertices A l9 A t of the tetrahedron of reference, then 
a + X/8, a + fifi are the points in which the line meets the 

coordinate planes opposite to A i9 A 4 if Oi + \£j = 0, a 4 + /i/8 4 =*0. 



y 
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/ 



i \ ft ft 

The Double Ratio of these four points on the line is - = - -^ ; 

but it is easily seen that for the given line 

Pi*** — a«£i, 2>w = + «»&> Ph = -04)81, p» = — «•&, 
hence the D.R. of the four points in which it meets the coordinate 

planes is — SilP^ m 
PuP* 

By a precisely similar process it is obvious that the D.R. of the 
four planes through the line and the respective vertices of the 

tetrahedron is equal to — — s4 = _-e!*_ , 2 ;i2 > or> fa Double Ratio 

7r 14 .7r n p*-Pu 

of the points in which a line meets any tetrahedron is equal to the 

D.R. of the planes through the line and the vertices of the tetrahedron. 

13. Sheaf and plane system of lines. If £, 7, 5 are 

respective points on the three lines x, y, z which meet in the point 
a, then by the reasoning just employed the coordinates of the line 
joining a to the point X/8 + fiy + vS are 

i.e. any line through the intersection of three concurrent lines 
x, y, z is Xx + fiy + vz. All such lines are said to form a " sheaf 11 *. 
If the lines x, y, and z t on the other hand, lie in the same plane t t 
then if u, v f w are planes through x, y, z> respectively, the line of 
intersection of t and any plane Xu + jiv + vw through the point 
(tt, v, w), has for its coordinates again X#i + /iy* + vZ{. Thus if 
x f y, z are concurrent, Xx-rfiy + pz includes all the lines of the 
sheaf through their point of intersection ; if x, y, z are coplanar 
\x + py + vz includes all the lines which lie in their common 
plane, or the " plane system." Taking the case where x, y and z 
are concurrent, we see that if P is any point on Xx+fiy + vz, the 
coordinates of this line being proportional to linear functions of 
the coordinates of P and a ; X, fi and v are each linear functions 
of the coordinates of P. Now if X = it was seen that the line, 
and hence the point P, will lie in the plane of y and z ^ 

X = is the equation of t' < 

M = „ „ 

i/ = 



» >t *i 



* See Introduction, Ark 
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- 14. Closed system of 16 points and 16 planes*. 

From Art. 4 we see that the line x may be defined either by 
the equations 

Wn^Pit-p*, &c., 
or by the equations <r . x x = ir n + ir u , 

— a . £r a =s 7r„ — 7TJ4, &c. ; (where a = tJu/jd*). 

A comparison of these forms shows us that we may regard 
the first sets of equations as the condition either that the line 
(#!, x ti #,, x 4 , x 5t x 6 ) should pass through the poirtt (a 1} a*, a 8> 04) or 
that the line (x u — x it x s , — x Ai x 5 , — a? 6 ) should lie in the plane 
whose coordinates are (a 1} a,, a„ 04); thus one condition involves 
the other. 

If the squares of the coordinates re of a line have given values, 
we obtain a set of 32 lines having important connexions ; namely 
the different lines obtained by taking x l positively and x 2 . . . x 9 
with either sign. It will now be shown that these 32 lines 
together with 16 points and 16 planes form a closed system. 

For if we substitute the x coordinates of the line for the tto? in 
(iv), (Art. 3), we obtain the conditions that the line x should contain 
the point a, and from them may be derived the following, (which 
can easily be directly verified), 

#1 (<*i«i - ^sOO + W?g (- O^O, - 0304) + Xi (fltjflt, + 0*04) 

+ ix 4 (a,a 4 - ai a,) = 0, . , ... 
#1 («i«« + <*30a) + W?a (a,04 — flitt*) + #5 (ai«4 — a^) 

+ ix 9 (- ^04 - 02a 8 ) = 0, 
together with two other equations derivable from these. 

If in these equations the signs of any two of the a's are 
changed the coefficients of the Xi are thereby either unaltered 
or altered only in sign. The same is true if any two pairs of the 
a's are interchanged (e.g. a Y and a 2 , a* and a 4 ); and thus by a 
combination of these two methods of change the coefficients are 
altered at most in sign, so that by suitably changing the signs of 
the x's we return to equations (vii). The arrangement of signs 
for the six quantities x is easily found to be different in the 
different cases, we thus have 16 points, viz. 



fl l» °t» a 3> a 4 

a li °8> ""^l ~ a 4 

a l> ™°S> ~ a 8> a 4 

a l> "" a S> ~ a 4 



a 2 , a x , a 4 , a 3 ; a 4 , a 3 , 02, a 2 ; a 3 , a 4 , a L , a 2 

°2l a l> ~* a 4» ~ a 3> ^i a 8> ~ a 8> ~ a l> a 8> a 4> "" a l> —a 2 

a*, —Hi, -04, a s ; a 4 , — a 3 , -02, a x ; a s , -a 4 , -a 1? a 2 

Og, — a lf a 4 , -a 8 ; a 4 , -a $ , 44, -ctj ; a 3 , — a 4 , a l9 -a^ 

igh each of which one of the 32 lines x passes. 

2f * See Klein, Math. Ann. Bd. n. 
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And, by what was shown above, in each of the 16 planes 
having these coordinates will lie one of the 16 remaining lines ; 
and having given one point or one plane the other points and 
planes are determined, and the same system of 16 points and planes 
is arrived at, with whichever of the above points or planes we start. 
Any point or plane of space determines such a system ; so that by 
aid of the table just given, all the points of space are divided into 
such sets of 16 ; similarly for the planes of space. 

An important fact connected with the above system is the 
following: — since the point (a 1} a,, a„ a*) clearly lies in the six 
planes 

(Oj, — a u a*, — a s ), (ofe, — a u — a 4 , a,), (a 8 , — a 4t — a,, a,), 

(«*» a 4> — «i> — ««), («4> «3> — ««> — *i)> («4» — a u, &2> — a i), 

and the plane (a lt a,, a,, a 4 ) passes through the six points having 
these coordinates, therefore, from the nature of the system, if any 
other point of the system e.g. (ctj, a u a 4 , a,) be taken, we should 
obtain a similar result, whence it follows that — through each point 
of the system there pass six planes of the system, and in each plane 
of the system there lie six points of the system. 
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THE LINEAR COMPLEX. 



15. A COMPLEX of lines has been defined, (Art. 1), as the 
assemblage of lines which satisfy one condition. Thus if q x ... q 6 
are the general coordinates of the last chapter, the lines whose 
coordinates satisfy the homogeneous equation of degree n 
/(ji •••?«) = 0, form such a complex. We have seen that if a 
and are any two points of a line the quantities pq x . . . pq 9 are each 
homogeneous linear functions of the coordinates of a and of the 
coordinates of /8: thus/=0 is homogeneous of the nth degree in 
the coordinates of both a and ft. Taking a to be any given point, 
thisjjquation therefore gives the cone formed by the lines of the 
complex through the point a; and this cone is seen to be of ( 
degree n. 

Similarly the qs of a line being proportional to homogeneous 
lii&ar functions of the coordinates of any two planes u and v 
thwugh the line, by taking u in/= as any given plane, we have 
the curve enveloped by the complex lines which lie in the plane u ; 
anc this curve is seen to be of the nth class. 

16. The Linear Complex. If n is unity the complex is of 
the first degree, and we see that in a complex of the first degree 
all the complex lines through any point lie in a plane, the "polar 

' plane" of the point, all the complex lines in a plane pass through 
a p^vit, the "pole" of the plane. If we employ the "p" 
nates the equation of the complex will be of the form 

OuPu + (hsPi* + CL u p u + Ou p M + a 4 , pu + OnPn = 0. 

niilarly if the coordinates of Klein are used, the equation 
e0, or (oa?) = 0, represents a linear complex. 

2 equation p{* = represents the complex of lines which 
ct the edge of the tetrahedron of reference opposite to 
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AiAk\ for if <tifi k — ajt/3i = t where a, /9 are two points oi 
the complex p^ = 0, let the point a be that in which the lj 
the face opposite A t of the tetrahedron of reference, tip* 
it follows that either a* = or & = and in either cask . 
intersects the edge opposite A{Ak of the tetrahedron of fc 

The equation ^ = 0, i.e. ^j 2 +,Pi4 — 0, represents a' 
of the utmost importance in this subject, it will be 
a fundamental linear complex ; there are six fundamen* 
complexes, viz. 

<r, = 0, # 9 = 0, x % = 0, Xt = 0, # 6 = 0, x e = 0. 

Now taking f lf f 2 , f 8 , f 4 to be the coordinates of any ; 
a line of lonpx = through the point a ; or writing in this • 
Pxk — ^k — a*ft> a nd arranging the terms, we observe 
polar plane of a is, (if we write for convenience a« = - 

+ & (<h**i + 0*0* + 0^0*) = 

so that if u is the polar plane of a, we have the equations 

<T . t*i = • + Oada + o^ats + a 41 04, \ 
o- . u a = fl^jOf! + • + a»a 8 + a 4 ,a 4 , 
<r . w 8 = a,,^ + ajja, + • + a^o^, 

<T.1* 4 = Gti4 a i + tl94«8+ 034^3 + • 

= Ui^ + i^Oa + w,a, + u 4 a 4 / 

If two complex lines intersect, their point of int 
is the pole of their plane. It is clear from the foregoin 
each point of space a unique polar plane is attached ; thi. 
also seen directly, for if the polar planes of the points 
coincide, it is necessary that 

(wij — pn^) eta + (m, — pn,) o^ + (ra 4 — pn 4 ) a 41 = . . .. 

together with three other similar equations, and m, 
supposed to be different points, it follows that 

On a,! a 41 | 

Ou da a tt 

flu a« a« 

aw «n a« 
the determinant is skew-symmetrical because o^ = — a« 
the value (a^a* + o^a^ + 0^0*)*. The quantity in brad 
general different from zero, (see Art. 18), and hence the € 



= 0; 



1 ij 



• 



\ 

1 

1 < 
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(iii) cannot coexist, or, the polar planes of the points of space are 
all different 

17. Polar Unee. The equations (ii) connecting a point a 
and its polar plane u, show that if 

OLi = nii + \ni f 

i.e. if we suppose a to describe the line joining the fixed points 

m and n, then a .Ui = Mi + \Ni 

where Mi = %a hi m h , N { = 2a«7i*, (a* - 0), 

i.e. u turns round a jfoed line (viz. the line of intersection of the 
planes M and N) ; conversely, if <ru* = if t - 4- Xi^i, it follows from 
(ii) that ^ = 77^4- Xftf. 

Two lines thus connected are said to be polar to each other. 

Polar lines do not intersect unless they coincide, for to and n 
being any two points and p the intersection of their polar planes, 
the polar plane of m is the plane through m and p, the polar plane 
of n is the plane through n and p, so that if p met the line mn 
these two planes would coincide, which we have seen to be 
impossible. 

If the line mn belongs to the complex it lies in the polar 
planes of both m and n, and hence coincides with its polar line p. 

The proposition just established shows that the polar planes of 
the points of any given line p' pass through the same line p, firom 
which it follows that any line meeting both p and p' belongs to the 
complex ; hence the polar planes of the points of p will all pass 
through p\ 

The polar lines of the lines through any point P lie in one 
plane, the polar plane of P. Any complex line which meets p must 
also meet p', for let a complex line x meet p in P, then since all 
the complex lines through P belong to the plane determined by 
P and p\ x must lie in this plane, and therefore meet p'. 

18. The Invariant of a linear complex*. Taking the 
equation of the complex in the form 

6 

i 

llein, Math. Arm. v., Differentialgleichungen in der Liniengeometrie. 
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and the identical relation (Art. 8) as 

«(g) = o, 

the complex has an Invariant. 

For writing » (?) » «u Ji 1 + • - + 2« rt ? r ?,+ ... , 
since the o» are contragredient to the q € we know that 

an <*m a i 



flfc #& Q* 



'u 



46 



a«i 



«66 



OCa *« a* 

oti a« O 

is invariable for linear transformations effected on the q { . The 
numerator of this fraction is an Invariant of the complex. It will 
be denoted by ft (a). 

19. The Special Complex. V the invariant ft* (a) is zero 

we then 'have the system of coexistent aquations 



doy(b) 



= 2pa<, (»-I, 2, ^..6), 



dbi 

(ab) = 0, 
and hence also eo(b) = p (ab) « : 

or the complex may be written 

where b is a line. V 

Thus each line of the complex cuts the line 6, (Wt 8), which 
is called the directrix of the complex. The complex i 8 here 
to be special. The coordinates of 6 are proportional 

an. 

for since — ft (a) = -4 11 o 1 , + ... + 2iif V a r a > + ." 

where A n is the coefficient of %* in the discriminant f A °* w > 

13ft 
~2 9a< <iai + " # 



and from the equations 



dbi 



= 2pa* 



we see that 



or 



A.bi=*p(A{ 1 a l + ...) 
. -p 3ft 

*-2A - aoT 
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Wken (he Pliicker coordinates are used, since 

*> (P) - 2 ( Jh 9 p M + pup* + ^Pa), 

we see that ft (a) = 2 (duo* + aua a + ^a^), 
or, ft(«) and ©(a) have the same form. 
Whan Klein coordinates are used 

6 6 

a> (x) = 2 xf y — ft (o) = 2 a*'. 
i i 

Generally, in any system of coordinates in which each coordinate appears 

A 
in «> (a) only once, the first minors of A are — and thus 

Oik 

Q (a) Oia k 

<— — — — KB 2l " > 

A am 

20. Coordinates of polar lines. If, when Elein coordinates 
are used, z and z* are polar lines with respect, to a linear complex 
XctiXi = 0, it will now be proved that 

p.j/«jt + Xat-; 

f«pr the coordinates of any line of (ax) = which meets z, satisfy 
tpe equations (ax) = 0, (zx) = and hence the equation 

flor all values of X. 

The last complex is special if 2 (zi + Xo*) 2 = 0, which gives two 
Values for X, viz. zero and — 2 ;—-^ : hence, with this value of X, 

ir + Xa is a line which meets every line x of the given complex 
•which meets z, i.e. z + \a is the line z' (Art. 17). 

An important case arises when (ax) = is a fundamental 
complex, e.g. #i = 0, in which case ^ = 1, 09 = 03 = 04 = 05 = 06 = 0. 
The polar of any line z has the coordinates z x + X, z 2t z St z 4 , z ti z B 
which requires that X = — 2z lt i.e. if z and / are polar for a 
fundamental complex #i = 0, then #* = s*', except for k = i when 
^* + £*'*0. The 32 lines of Art. 14 may be obtained by starting 
from one of them and taking the successive polars for the 6 
fundamental complexes. 

21. Belations between the functions « and a. The following 

1 dto 
identities, which may easily be verified, are useful. Denoting 3 ^- by Z t where 



Id 
\uj oe vennea, are useiui. denoting 

z v ..z 9 are any quantities, 



ida(Z)_ 

2 &ZT, --*•*> 




so 
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0(Z)-iS2«g^--A.«(f) > 



[CH 



From these equations it follows that if a complex line x meets tie lin 
it will also meet another line z\ 

For if (o*)=0, (|^*)= > 

x belongs to each complex of the system 

(4« + S))= 0! 

of these complexes two are special, viz. those corresponding to the two valu 
of X given by £t (Xa + 2Z) \o 



or 



X*C(a) + 2X2 



(*©<* 



>(*) = <>, 



and since z is a line, a> (s)=0, £«., Q (if)=|=0. 

Thus the values of X are and 

. * (*£) 



air 

9a<7 4A (as) 



11(a) 

The directrix of a special complex is (Art 19) 
dQ(ka+2Z) 



9(Xa i +2Z l{ ) , 



H-* or 



x ao(a) |g to(Z-J| 



Sa< 



dZ t 



i.e. taking 
we have 



4A(az) 

4A (az) dQ(a) 
Q, (a) da { 



— 4Az^=/)r/. 



Multiplying by a ( and adding we obtain 

4A(a*)=p(a*'). 
Thus finally 

«< z{ 1 3o(o) 

(cw) (a*') "" O (a) da< 
is the equation connecting the coordinates of polar lines i] 

22. Diameters. If a line lie in the plane 
line is called a diameter and passes through the j-j 
infinity for the complex. Taking a series of j 
poles lie on a diameter, viz. that correspondin 
line at infinity, and it follows that all diai. 
There is one diameter which is perpendicular t^ 
whose poles it passes, viz. that which joins th 
which are perpendicular to the diameters, 
the Axis of the complex, and is perpendicul 
which it meets. 



general coordinates. 

a t infinity its polar 
>le of the plane at 



jf ■-. 
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23. Reduction of the complex to its simplest form. If 

we take as two opposite edges of the tetrahedron of reference two 
polar lines, e.g. A^ 2 and A S A 4> the other edges will belong to 
the a mplex ; thus for instance the edge A X A Z whose coordinates 

y are given by Pis= r j p 14 =^. <B =joj 4 = p 42 , = belongs to it and hence 
*i »« ~ 0. Similarly a u = a n = a^ = and the equation of the complex 

-A !uces to 

Glacis + <h*Pu = 0. * x >^ 

To refeW the complex to 0*£sian coordinates take the plane V . ^ 
at infinity as*> one face /i r the tetrahedron of reference, and then 
the p coordinates" »«il' assume the form given in Art. 6. 

Let the axis of the complex be chosen for axis of z and as the 
edge A 4 A $t the edge A^A*, the polar of A t A 4 will then be at 
infinity; the edges A+A u A A A %i being complex lines, are each 
perpendicular to A 2 A 4i we take them as being also at right angles 
to each other; the complex is now referred to rectangular axes, 
of origin A^; then, (Art. 6), p^ — xy —oc'y, Pu = z — z\ and since 
when A X A 2 and A S A A are polar, the complex is a^jy^ + a^p u = 0, 
its equation is now seen to be 

«i« {*y - y*0 + a* (* - z') = 

where xyz, xyV are the coordinates of any two points on a 
complex line. If in this equation z and z be increased by any 
quantity h the equation is not altered, i.e. a complex line may be 
nanslated in any way parallel to the axis without ceasing to 
Welong to the complex ; also xi/ — yx is unaltered by a rotation of 
the line about the axis, hence if all the lines of a complex are 

subjecteV'to a sc r cw motion about the axis, the complex itself is 

not altered 

It is ed \xa seen that if r is the shortest distance between a 
; complex liu-e id the axis, and 6 the inclination of this complex 
line to the a. }, 

i !au<* (h* z— z 

t,. ^ for all jthe lines- of a linear complex the quantity rtan0 
is the same. The quantity — Ou/a 12 is called the Chief 
Paraueter oil the complex. Therefore the lines of the complex ' 

are tjie tangtants to a series of helices, ^each helix being on a 



s 
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cylinder of radius r and axis that of the complex, the angle of 
the helix being 

V a 12 rj 



tan" 1 




Using the coordinates of Lie, Art. 6, it is seen that the 
equation of a linear complex is, for these axes, 

xdy — ydx = kdz. 

yT24.^Tw6 com£ejEM have one pair of polar tytnea In 
common. Among the complex^, of the system 

2 (a* + \bt)xi = 0;^ 

two are " special," viz. those in which X is one o? the roots of 

ft (en + \bi) = 0, (Art. 18) 

or ft(a)+\2&<|-+Vft(&) = 0. 

The roots of this equation are, in general, different ; let them 
be denoted by \ and Xa. 

Thus the lines of 2 (a* + \ x bi) x t = meet the line 

5- + \ ^r > or z \ (Art. 190 

0Oi obi 

and the lines of 2 (a* + Xfii) #< = meet the line « — H X, ^- , or z\ 

Now lines which belong to each of these two complexes must 
also belong to the two (cw?) = 0, (bx) = Q, and conversely. Thus 
z and z! are polar lines both in (ax) = 0, and in (bx) = ; and all 
the lines common to (ax) = and (bx) = meet z and Z*. 

25. Complexes in Involution. If (ax)^0 arj(bx)-Q 
undergo the same transformation of coordinates, t^ %efficients / 
Oi and bi are cogredient and ft (a + Xb) is an invaria^jf/t 

2(ai + Xbi)xi = 0. fti 

It follows that So* ^r- is an Invariant of the two co; plexus. 

Let the complexes be referred to a tetrahedron in which . 

! ^ L* 

* From this property the linear complex is called Strahleneewihade by R. Biorm, 
see Linieng tome trie, i. p. 94. The two cases where the ohki parameter is positiv 
negative are distinguished by Pliicker as Bight-wound or Left-wound, t.& r^es 
handed or left-handed. J i 
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two common polar lines are opposite edges ; their equations then 

buPv + &34JPS4 = 0, 

311 
and their mutual invariant Soi^r- becomes ai 2 6 M + a M 6 19 : we shall 

obi , 

examine the consequences of the vanishing of this quantity. 
Let a be any point on a line common to the two complexes, its 
polar planes in them have for coordinates, (Art. 16), 

— &it«8, & M «i, — &S4«4> 6*0,. 
Also since ch*b H + Oub lt = 0, if * = — = — ^, it follows that 

Ou (ha 

the polar plane of a in (ax) = is (— Oj, a l9 — *a<4, *«,), 

,, „ » » (6a?) = 0is (-Oj, «!, /ec«4, -ica,); 

and if y9 is any other point on the line, 

the polar plane of in (cur) = is (- ft, ft, — k/3 4 , *ft), 

» » » » (6a?) =0 is (-ft, ft, icft, -*ft). 

From this it is clear that if the polar plane of £J in (ax) = 
is the polar plane of a in (for) = 0, then the polar plane of in 
(6a?) = is the polar plane of a in (ax) = 0. 

Hence if p be a line common to two complexes (oa?) = and 

(6a:) = for which ^i%r = 0, the correlation of planes through p, 

obtained by taking the polar planes of the points of p for each 
complex, is an Involution. 

The complexes are said to be themselves in Involution. A 
similar method of proof shows that the correlation of points on a 
line p common to the complexes, obtained by taking the poles in 
the two complexes of the planes through p t is an Involution. 

We saw, (Art. 24), that each line common to the two complexes 
meets the lines z and z' which are polar for each complex. Let 
N and N' be the points where a common line x meets z and z 
respectively ; it is important to observe that N and N' are the 
double points of the involution determined on x\ for the polar 
plane of N in each complex is the plane (N, z), thus N corresponds 
to itself in the involution, similarly for JV'. 

If one of the complexes, say (ax) = 0, is special, its directrix 
belongs to (6a?) = 0, for the condition of involution gives 

( b — 1 = ; this is sometimes written (I (a | 6) = 0. 

J. 3 
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If both complexes are special, the directrix of each belongs to 
the other, i.e. the two directrices intersect. 

The following properties of complexes in involution should be 
noticed. 

If (ax) = 0, (bx) «5 0, are any two linear complexes in involution 
and x is any line of the first complex, the polar of x with regard 
to the second complex is x', where p.xj = Xi + Xbi, (Art. 20), Klein 
coordinates being used ; and since (ax) = 0, (ab) = 0, it follows that 
(ax') = 0, or x belongs to the first complex. 

If two lines z and / are polar with regard to a given complex 
(a#)=s0, p .zj = Zi + \Oi\ and if (6a?) = is any linear complex 
which contains z and z', since (bz) = 0, (bz) = it follows that 
(ab) = 0, i.e. any linear complex through a pair of polar lines for a 
given complex is in involution with the given complex. 

Let the equations of two complexes referred to their respective 
axes, (Art. 22), be p^ — K x p u = 0, p 12 — /c 9 p u = ; then if d is the 

shortest distance of the axes and ^ — <f> the angle between them, 

the equation of the second complex referred to the same system 
of coordinates as the first, is obtained by writing in its equation 
respectively for x, y f and z t the values x — d t y sin <t> — z cos <f> t 
y cos 4> + z sin <f>. The equation of the second complex then takes 
the form 

p l% sin <f> — p u (#, sin <f> + d cos <f>) 

— p l% cos <f> + p& (tc 2 cos <f> - d sin <f>) = 0. 

This is seen to be in involution with the first complex if 

(#! + * a ) sin <f> + d cos <f> = 0* : 
which is the condition of involution of two complexes in terms of 
their Chief Parameters. 

The common pair of polar lines of the given complexes are 
determined as in Art. 24, and it is clear that for each of them 
p» = 0» Pu = 0- F<> r ^ -^ and B are the given complexes, and a, 
these polar lines, 

p . A = Xaapa + XiZffikPik, <r.B = %(*&?* + ^PikPik > 
and since the variables p n , p l4 are absent from A and B, * 

«m + \ftu = «i4 + ^£i4 = «a + ^i£» = a » + Xj^a = ; 

t.c. a M = £ 14 = a a = /3 B = 0. 

* The quantity on the left side of this equation is important in the Theory of 
Screws, one half of it is there designated the Virtual Coefficient of two screws, see 
Theory of Screws, Sir B. S. Ball, p. 17. 



25-27] 



THE LINEAR COMPLEX 



35 



The equation p„ = asserts that these lines meet the line which 
has been taken as the -x coordinate axis, i.e. the common per- 
pendicular d of the axes of the two complexes; the equation 
Pi4 = asserts that these common polar lines are each parallel 
to the coordinate plane yz y i.e. they are each perpendicular to d. 

26. Three complexes in Involution. If three complexes 
(ax) = 0, (bx) = 0, (ex) = are mutually in involution, the points of 
space are divided by them into closed systems of four. For through 
any point let there be drawn its polar planes in the three com- 
plexes; these intersect in three lines through each of which 
belongs to two of the complexes, say 

00 1 belongs to (6#) = and (ex) = 0, 
00a i» » (<w) = and (ax) = 0, 
00, „ „ (ax) = and (bx) = ; 

and let lf S and 0, be the points corresponding to in the 
involutions determined on these lines (Fig. 1). 

Then O0,O 2 is the polar plane of in(ar) = 0, 

hence, (Art. 25), OOfit „ „ „ O 1 m(bx)=*0, 

similarly 00,0, „ „ „ 0, in(6a?) = 0; 

hence both 0,0! and 0,0, belong to (bx) = 0, and therefore 0, is 
the pole of the plane 0fiJQ t in (bx) = Q; simi- 
larly, 0! is the pole of 0^,0, in (a#) = 0, and 0, 
in (ca) = 0; hence the three planes through X 
are the polars of l in the three complexes, and 
so for 8 and 0,. Thus each vertex of the 
tetrahedron is the pole of the faces through it in 
the three complexes. The following table shows 
the poles of each face of the tetrahedron in the complexes A, B 
and C. 




Fig. 1. 
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27. Six complexes mutually in Involution*. It has been 
observed that each of the Pliicker coordinates of a line equated to 
zero gives a special complex ; for the lines which satisfy pa^O are 
all the lines which meet the edge opposite to AiA k : and in the 

* See Klein, Math. Arm. n. 

3—2 
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coordinates of Klein, #* = represents a fundamental complex, but 
it is not special, for here fl (a) = — la? = — 1. Thus in this 
system the line is referred to six coordinate complexes. These com- 
plexes are all in involution with each other, for here the equation 

2 a< ^- — takes the form 2^6^ = 0, which is clearly satisfied for 
obi 

any pair of the coordinate complexes. 

The six poles of any plane for the fundamental complexes lie on 
a conic. For, in any given plane, denote by a# the line joining 
the pole of Xi = to the pole of x* = 0, then if 

Ok and a u have respectively coordinates ai and 6<, 

cua and a^ „ „ „ a/ and &/, 

the coordinates of a u are a* + \&i, where \ is determined by 

expressing that a^ belongs to x 4 **0, hence \ = — t^; similarly o, 6 

* 4 

is a< + pb{, where fi = — r^ . 

The double ratio of the pencil formed by a u , o^, o^, o, 6 , i.e. by 
a, b, a + \6, a + /Lt6 y is -, (Art. 11), or-^ ; similarly the double ratio 

of o», a*, a*, a M , is -Vr? ; and these double ratios are equal, for since 

a 8 6 4 

Out belongs to Xi = and a?* — 0, we see that 

<*i — h = Os = 6 8 = 0,' = V — 0s' ~ V — 0, 
and since o^ and o^ intersect 

& 4 a 4 ' + feef^' = 0, 

and since a l3 and o^ intersect 

dj>i + Of 6 e ' = ; 

therefore -V =* — Vr/ ; 

a 6 o 4 a 8 o 4 

hence, since (a 1 ,a 14 a ia a w ) = (aj 8 aa 4 a M a aft ), the six poles lie on a conic. 

28. Transformation of coordinates. Two instances of transformation 
of coordinates have been met with, viz., the change from one tetrahedron of 
reference to another, and the change from the coordinates of Plticker to those 
of Klein. We now consider such transformations in more detail. It has 
been shown that if for six complexes ^=0 ... # a =0 we have 2*^=0, the 
complexes are in involution. Now let 

^1*^12 + a 3lP*A + «1SP13 + <*42^tt + *l4Pl4 + Wfli 

#2 = 1 2^i8+ • 

• .....* 

*6=/lsi ? 12 + 
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then if the complexes a?,=»0 ... # fl =0 are mutually in involution, while 

12 (a) = ... = Q (/)=* ; it will follow that SatfsO ; 
for, from the six equations 

Ojjft^ + 034^2 + ... =0, 



we obtain 0,4 A= J 12 . k, where A is the determinant of the equations of trans- 
formation and A l% is the minor of o^ in A ; similarly a 12 A—A 3€ .k f etc. 

Hence solving the equations for p l% ...jDjs in terms of x x ... x 9 , 

we obtain *-Pi2 s= «s4*i+&m*2+...+/m*0> 

thus, since ftiFM+i»ufti+J»Mlfe* » w <* v ^ve 
if *A« equations of transformation are 

where 2a^s2.tr 2 =»0, the transformation is "orthogonal" the equations 

connecting the coefficients are 

20^=1, 
i 

from these are derivable 2 ««*= 1, 

i 

i 
from the last equations we learn that the complexes of are mutually in 
involution*. 

If the equations of transformation are 

Pu^a^u+auPu+anPu+aizPn+aitPu+OnPn, 

<PM=&iaPis+ 



the coefficients in the same vertical line are the coordinates of the edges of 
the old tetrahedron of reference with regard to the new tetrahedron of 
reference. And since the lines for which p l% ' is zero form a special complex 
of which the edge A 3 'A 4 ' of the new tetrahedron of reference is directrix, it 
follows that the coefficients of the first row are the coordinates of the edge 
A 3 'A A ' with regard to the old tetrahedron of reference ; and so for the other 
rows. We find that in this case, if A is the determinant formed by the 
coefficients, b l2 A = J M , . . . etc. 

29. The fifteen principal tetrahedra. We have seen 
that if #!...#„ are linear functions of the Pliicker coordinates of a 
line such that £#*= 0, the complexes ^=0, . . . a? 6 =0, are in involution 
in pairs. Also if we write 

we obtain the equations of Art. 9. 

* We easily derive that z^Zaj^x^. 
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These last equations express that the line x has coordi- 
nates jo u ... with regard to a certain tetrahedron A^^A^ whose 
position in reference to the given complexes x l =*0... will now 
be determined. The coordinates of the edges A x A 2t A Z A 4 of this 
tetrahedron in reference to themselves are got by putting respec- 
tively all the p's zero except p^ and p u ; thus the x coordinates of 
these edges are (1, - i, 0, 0, 0, 0), (1, + i, 0, 0, 0, 0). But these are the 
common pair of polar lines for the complexes x+ = and #2 = 0, as 
will now be shown. For let ^ = ...# 6 = be six complexes 
mutually in involution : they may be arranged in pairs in 15 ways, 
take e.g., the pairs x l1 x % \ x 9t x A ; x it x« ; then all lines which belong 
to both x x = and x 2 = belong also t^o the special complexes 

a^ + %Xi ss 0, tfj — ix* = 0, 

i.e, the directrices of these two complexes are polar lines in both 
Xi and # 2 , and their coordinates are 

(1, i, 0, 0, 0, 0), (1, — i, 0, 0, 0, 0); i.e. they are the edgesila^ and A t A t . 
In the same manner the common polar lines of #, and x 4 are 
(0, 0, 1, i, 0, 0), (0, 0, 1, - i, 0, 0), i.e. the edges A t A 4 , A X A Z \ 

while those of x 6 and x % are 

(0, 0, 0, 0, 1, i), (0, 0, 0, 0, 1, - i\ i.e. the edges A^A $> A X A 4 . 

There are 15 tetrahedra which bear this relationship to the 
coordinate complexes : and starting with one of these tetrahedra 
we thereby determine six complexes in mutual involution, and 
thus the 14 other tetrahedra. 

For the six fundamental complexes 

Pu+Pu=0 t p li -p M =0 i p l9 +p 4i ^0 t p 13 -p 42 =0 t p li +p m ^0 y p u -p a M\ 

the polar planes of a point (a, , e^, a 8 , a 4 ) are easily seen to be, (Art. 16), 

0*2, - «i, «4i - «.), (*«, - «i, - a 4 , «s), («., - **, - «i> <**), 
(«s, «4, - «i, - a*), (a 4 , «., - «2, - «i), («4» - «»> «*> - «i), 
i.e. six of the set of the 16 planes of the closed system determined 
by the point (a lt cr a , a 8 , a 4 ), (Art. 14), all of which pass through 
(a,, a,, a„ a 4 ), and from the properties of this system, it follows 
therefore that the six polar planes of any point of the system with 
reference to the six complexes are six planes of the system. 

Thus the 16 points and planes of Art. 14 are such that each 
point is the pole for the six complexes Pn+Pu^Qi ^0. 0/ ike six 
planes of the system through the point, and each plane is the polar 
plane for these complexes of the six points of the system which lie in 
the plane. 



CHAPTER III. 

SYNTHESIS OF THE LINEAR COMPLEX. 

* 

30. The ratios of the six coefficients of a linear complex are 
determined if the coordinates of five complex lines are given, or, 
five lines determine a linear complex, since the equation of the 
complex contains five independent constants, there are oo 8 linear 
complexes. The only exception occurs when the coordinates of the 
five given lines x> y, z, s 9 t, are connected by the six equations 

*&i+ pyi + vzi + p8 { + ati = ...(i), (t= 1, 2... 6), 

in which case the complex to which they all belong is not 
determinate : it is easy to see that here the five lines are inter- 
sected by each of two lines, for using the coordinates of Klein, (as 
will usually be done in future), if a be any line 

X (our) + fi (ay) + v (az) + p (as) + a- (at) = 0, 

and if a be one of the two lines which meet x, y, z and s t the 
coefficients of X, /*, v and p are each zero, and therefore 

(«0=o> 

so that a also meets t; similarly for the other intersector of 
x, y, z and s. 

If 7<&i + fjLyi + vZi + p8i*=0 ... (t = l, ...6), 

x, y, z and s form part of the same system of generating lines 
of a quadric, i.e., they belong to the same regulus, for any line 
which meets three of them will also meet the fourth. It follows 
that if three lines x, y, z belong to a given linear complex (ax) = 0, 
then all the lines of the regulus of which x, y, z form part belong 
to this complex, for since (a#) = 0, (ay) = 0, (a*) = 0, it follows 
from the last equation that (as) = 0. 

If \Xi + ftyi+ vzi=*0 ... (i=l,2... 6), 

the lines x, y, and z form part of the same pencil, so that z, of 
necessity, forms part of the linear complex to which both x and y 
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belong. The case when one or more intersections of pairs of the 

given lines occur, introduces no indeterminateness, but when three 

of them pass through the same point or lie in the same plane 

we have, (Art. 13), 

Xi = \ai +p/3i +vy i9 

z i = \"a i + v."l3 i + p"yi, 

where a, fi, and 7 are three concurrent or coplanar lines. 

Then since #, y, z belong to the complex (ax) = 0, we have 

(aa) = (a/3) = (o7) = 0, 

so that all lines through the point (a#y), (or in the plane (a/Siy)), 
belong to the complex which is then special, having for its direc- 
trix the line through (afiy) which meets 8 and t. 
Observe that the determinant X /* v 

V /*' v' *0, 

X" ia" v" 

since it is proportional to the volume of a tetrahedron, for X, p, v are 
proportional to the perpendiculars from a point of x on the planes (0y), (ya) 
and (a0) respectively, (Art 13), similarly for XV V and XV'*". 

If p and p' are the intersectors of the five lines in this 
exceptional case, the complex is 

2 (pi + \p/) Xi = 0, where \ may have any value. 

Should the five given Hues form a twisted pentagon it is clear 
they cannot all be intersected by the same line. 

31. The complex is determined by one of its lines and two 
polar lines p, p'. 

For if I is the given complex line, let a plane through p 
meet p' in A and I in E, while another plane through p meets p' 
in C and I in D, then if B is a point on p, the twisted pentagon 
ABCDE is formed of complex lines and the complex is thereby 
determined. 

Any two pairs of polar lines p, p' and q, q' form part of the 
same regulus. 

For the lines which meet p, p and q form a regulus p and also 
belong to the complex, hence they all meet q (Art. 17); thus 
P» P> 2» ? ^ e on ^ e complementary regulus p. 

The lines p, p', q, and q' determine the complex. 

For any plane ir which cuts p, p' in X and X', and q t q in Y 
and F', has as its pole the intersection of XX' and YY\ 
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Every line of p has its polar also on p since this polar must 

meet the lines of p, and the lines through the pole of any plane ir 

meet p in pairs of polar lines. Hence the lines of p form an 

involution, corresponding pairs being polar in the complex, so that 

. the two double lines of the involution belong to the complex, 

32. Chasles* suggested as a method of generating a complex, to arrange 
the lines of a regulus in an involution, and to take all the lines which meet 
pairs of conjugate lines. 

Conversely, the complex being given by five of its lines x, y, 2, « and t y and 
the regulus p being taken which is complementary to that to which x, y and z 
belong, then two lines, a and £, of p meet x, y, z and « ; also t will meet two 
other lines y and d of p, so that by means of a, /3 ; y, d the involution of the 
lines of p is determined. 

33. If three non-intersecting lines are given, as we have seen, 
the regulus p to which they belong forms part of the complex, 
which may also be seen from the fact that the complementary 
regulus p is made up of pairs of polar lines, hence each line of 
p belongs to the complex. 

Any plane pencil of lines contains one line of a given complex, 
viz., the line of intersection of the plane of the pencil, and the 
polar plane of the centre of the pencil. 

If a line describes a plane pencil its polar will describe a plane 
pencil ; we notice first that if a point A and a plane it are united, 
the polar plane a of A, and the pole P of 71% are also united; for 
the (one) complex line through A in ir must clearly lie in a and 
pass through P, hence a and P are united; so that if a line 
describe the pencil (A, tt), since its polar line must lie in a, 
(Art 17), and pass through P, this polar line describes the plane 
pencil (P, a). 

If a line describe a regulus p, its polar will describe a regulus pi ; 
for if a line p meet three lines a, b, c of p, its polar will meet their 
three polar lines a', V, c, and hence describes a regulus p lm The 
six lines a, 6, c, a', b', c' are all met by two lines ; for a, a', 6, V 
are met by the lines of a regulus <t, consisting of complex lines ; 
two of these lines meet both c and c ; each of these two (complex) 
lines belongs to both p and p x . Hence any regulus p contains 
two complex lines. 

This is easily seen analytically ; let the coordinates of p be y<, then (ay) =0, 
(fry)seO, (cy)=0, and there are two lines y which satisfy these equations 
together with (^y)=0, where (Ax)=Q is any given complex. 

* See Liouville, S6rie 1, T. iv. 



J 

42 SYNTHESIS OF THE LINEAR COMPLEX [CH. Ill 

34 Correlations of Space. Collineation and Reci- 
procity*. The assemblage of lines forming a linear complex has 
been arrived at by determining the lines which satisfy a linear 
equation in line coordinates. It may also be reached quite indepen- 
dently from another starting-point, of which correlative systems of 
space form the base. Such systems will now be discussed. 

It has been seen, (Introduction, xiv), that two spaces 2 and 2' 
are said to be collinear, when to every point P of 2 there corre- 
sponds one point P f of 2', and to every plane ir of 2 through P 
there corresponds oue plane ir of 2' through P* ; (then to the join 
of two points of 2 corresponds the join of the corresponding points 
of 2')- To bring about this correlation four equations of the form 
pXi^diM + a*^ + a^ + aupc 4 . . . (ii), (t = 1, 2, 3, 4) 

are both sufficient and necessary, where x and x are coordinates 

of corresponding points in 2 and 2' respectively, referred in 

general to different tetrahedra. 

As usual, Xi is equal to the ratio of the perpendicular from the point on 
the face a t of the tetrahedron of reference to the perpendicular from a fixed 
point E on the same face. 

If the respective correlatives in 2', of any five given points 
in 2, be agreed upon arbitrarily, then the correlative in 2' of 
any other point in 2 is determined; for if one pair of given 
corresponding points be taken as E and E\ then inserting in 
equations (ii) the coordinates of the four other given pairs of points, 
we obtain 16 equations, from which the ratios of the coefficients && 
are known. . 

If we take corresponding points in 2 and 2', as the vertices 
A l9 Ai, &c. of the two tetrahedra of reference, the equations 
(ii) reduce to the simple form 

fJUCi = diiXi, 

this may be seen by expressing that (a?/, 0, 0, 0), (x lt 0, 0, 0), &c. 
are corresponding points. Observe that in any collineation there 
are four points which coincide with their corresponding points f, for 
putting x/^Xi, we have 

! On — p a ia a u a u 

i 

i 

1 Oja On — ji, On a* 

a 41 a<3 c^ a^ — fi, 

* See Reye, Geom. derLage, Bd. n. t also Salmon -Fiedler, Geom. d. Raumes, Bd. i. t 
of whose work the account of collineation and reciprocity here given is a Bnmmary. 
f In trod., Art. xiv. 
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36. Two spaces 2 and 2' are said to be reciprocal when to 
each point P of 2 there corresponds one plane ir of 2' and to each 
plane ir through P of 2 there corresponds one point P* on tr of 2'. 
Then to the join of two points of 2 corresponds the intersection 
of two planes of 2'. To secure this correlation four equations 
of the form 

fx . ul ^Oi 1 x 1 + dfo# 2 + a{ 9 x 3 -f* o>u x a 0*0 

are both sufficient and necessary. 

Also taking any point x on u the equation Xui'xi = may be 
written, by aid of (iii), 

x i 2 &ki&k + #2 2 dja^k + #8 2cr.jto^P* / + x 4 2 (itu x k = 0, 

A * * * 

whence, since 2*^ = 0, the plane u in 2 corresponding to x is 

given by 

i/ . Ui = Oji*/ + a*xi + a^ j-,' + a 4l # 4 ' (iv). 

The spaces 2 and 2' need not be distinct, and if not, to any 
point of space common to them two correlative planes are assigned, 
because the point may be regarded as belonging either to 2 or 
to 2'. These planes (given by (iii) and (iv)) are in general 
different. We may now take the tetrahedra of reference to which 
2 and 2' have hitherto been respectively referred as identical, and 
may regard the equations (iii) and (iv) as giving the two correlative 
planes for the same point of space, (so that #< «<*?{'), then as just 
stated, these planes u and u do not in general coincide. 

There are four points in the general reciprocity, for each of 
which the corresponding pair of planes u and u' coincide; to 
obtain them we express that uj = Xw*, and hence find their 
coordinates x i% which satisfy the equations 

On«i + a n x* + o,,^ + 0^4 =s X (a n x l + a Si x i + a n x 9 + a u x 4 ), 
fl*#i + <htX* + <h*%z + a u x A ^\ (Ouflq + a^x 2 + a ti x t + a a x A ), 

a 41%l + «48^ + &4% X Z + #44^4 = ^ (&14#1 + O^X 2 + Oj^ + ^44^4)' 

The elimination of the X{ leads to a quartic equation for X, 
whose roots are in general different and unequal to unity; each 
root X» then gives one point Xi for which the pair of corresponding 
planes coincide. Each' of these four points # t - lies in its corresponding 
plane, for multiplying the preceding equations by x lt x^, x t , x 4 and 
adding we obtain f(x) = \f(x), yfhere f(x)~^1X(a ik + a ki )x i x kt 
hence since X is not unity, f(x) = 0, which proves the result ; the 
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quadric f{x) = is the locus of points which lie in their correspond- 
ing planes. 

If these special four points be taken as the vertices of the tetra- 
hedron of reference, the preceding four equations must be satisfied 
by the point (1, 0, 0, 0) for X-A*, by (0, 1, 0, 0) for \ = X,, etc. ; 
where we notice that \i^\ k . 

Hence we obtain the system of equations 

where k = 1, 2, 3, 4 ; also a u = a^ « a» = a u = 0, since each of the 
vertices lies in its corresponding plane. 

Moreover if none of the quantities a& are zero we derive the 
equations \iX*=l, where A = l, 2, 3, 4; which implies equality 
between the quantities X which has been seen not to exist, hence 
certain of the a& must vanish ; also only four of them, such as 
«**» a**, dji, a>ij may not be zero, for if one more were not zero, two 
pairs of the \ would be equal. 

Taking a^, a^, cr a , a„ as being the 0& which are not zero, we 
obtain the equations of the reciprocity in the form 

also 

v . Uj = a^x A \ v . 1/3 = a&xl, v . u 9 = a^tf,', i> . u 4 = OmAJ,'. 

It appears from these equations that the plane corresponding 
to the vertex A l is #4 = 0, or one of the coordinate planes, and so 
for the other vertices, hence, the four given points and their 
corresponding planes form the same tetrahedron. 

36. Involutory Reciprocity. If for each point of space 
the two correlative planes coincide, the reciprocity is said to be 
involutory. This is the case if either an*=ati, or if 0^ = — a«, 
(which requires that an = 0). 

In the latter case we obtain the' equations of Art. 16, viz., 

v . ul = a^a-j + a^Xt + a u x A , } 
v . Uj' = €L 7i x l + a»#» + a^x A , 
v . Wj' = On*! + a,,^ + a u x At 
v . u 4 ' = 0-4,^ + a 4 ,a? a + a^a?,, , 

where a^ = — a^. This involves that ILu/xi = 0, or the point lies 
in its correlative plane. The distinction between the two spaces 
2 and 2' has now disappeared and we have a (1, 1) correspondence 



(v), 
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between the points and planes of space in which each point lies in 
its corresponding plane. 

37. Null System*. Such a correspondence is called a 
null-system. The corresponding points and planes are called 
"null-points" and "null-planes." The join of two null-points 
corresponds to the intersection of their two null-planes and these 
lines are called conjugate. 

When the join of two points coincides with the intersection of 
their null-planes we have the coincidence of two conjugate lines. 
If a line meets two conjugate lines it is such a self-corresponding 
line, for if it meets them in A and B then the null-plane of A 
passes through both A and if, likewise the null-plane of B. We 
see from comparing equations (v) with those of Art. 16, that the 
null system, and that of poles and polar planes, are identical 
Hence the lines of a linear complex are self-corresponding lines of 
a null system, i.e. we obtain a linear complex by establishing cm 
involutory reciprocity of two spaces in which corresponding points 
and planes are united, and then taking the lines which correspond 
to themselves. The properties of a linear complex as given in 
the last and present chapters may be deduced from this involutory 
reciprocity, a brief sketch is added. 

38. A null-system, or linear complex, is seen to be deter- 
mined by 

(i) any three points and their null-planes, provided the plane 
of the three points and the point of intersection of the three 
planes are united; for if A, B, C are the given points and y any 
plane through A and B, y9 any plane through A and 0, the null- 
point of ff is known, being the intersection of the complex lines 
in )3 through A and C; similarly the null-point of 7 is known, 
hence, if we pass a plane through any point P and AC, and a 
plane through P and AB, two complex lines through P are known 
and hence the polar plane of P : 

(ii) five complex lines which form a twisted pentagon, for take 
the vertices ABCDE as points of 2 and the planes BAE, etc. as 
the corresponding planes in 2', then the reciprocity is established 
between 2 and 2' ; also to the plane BAE as belonging to 2 
corresponds the intersection of the planes corresponding to B, A 
and E in 2', i.e. the point A ; similarly for the other planes ; hence 

* The terms null- system, null-plane, eto. are due to Mobius, see Lehrbuch der 
Statik. 
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the reciprocity is involutory, and in it corresponding points and 
planes are united ; the sides of the pentagon are self-corresponding 
lines : 

(iii) two pairs of polar lines (which must form part of the 
same regulus), the reasoning of Art. 31 applies here also : 

(iv) two polar lines and a complex line, for as in Art. 31 we 
can determine a twisted pentagon of complex lines : 

(v) any five complex lines, a, b, c, d, e\ for take the regulus 
to which a, 6, e belong and that to which c, d t e belong, also any 
line p which meets the first in the (complex) lines a, b' and the 
second in the (complex) lines c, d', then a, b', c and d' must all 
meet the line p' polar to p, hence p' is the other intersector of 
a, b\ c\ d\ and the pair p, p' together with e determine the 
complex. 

39. Method of Sylvester*. The lines of a linear complex 
may also be obtained as follows: take corresponding lines of two 
projective plane pencils which have a common self-corresponding 
line; all the lines which meet such Impairs form a linear complex. 
For A and A' being the centres of the pencils, any plane nr meets 
the planes of the pencils in two lines p and p meeting in 0, a 
point of A A'. The pencils determine on p andp' two projective 
rows of points which are in perspective, with centre P, since 
corresponds to itself; hence in the plane w the lines which 
meet pairs of corresponding lines of the pencils pass through 
the same point P of it ; thus a linear complex is determined. 

40. Automorphlc Transformations. Linear transforma- 
tions of the variables for which the expression a> (q) is unaltered 
in form, is. for which co(q) = a) (q), are called automorphic ; we may 
then regard gi...£« as the coordinates of one line and 9/... 9/ as 
the coordinates of another line with regard to the same tetrahedron 
of reference. 

The equations 

then establish a (1, 1) correspondence between the lines q and c[. 
Corresponding to the lines qi which form a plane pencil, i.e. for 

* See Comptei Rendu*, T. mi. (1861). 
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which qi = a* 4- X&, we have lines q/ also forming a plane pencil ; 
and to lines q for which 

*-«+■»*„. (.$-(/<$-(»£)-* 

i.e. which either pass through the same point or lie in the same 
plane, we have lines q' for which 

q ,--A i+ iB, +h c. (*£)-(**H < 'a)- ,i 

for since to (a + Xj8) = w {A + Xfi), therefore 

(■*!)"(^5)' ete * 

t.e. the lines g' are either concurrent or coplanar. If to one sheaf 
of lines q corresponds one sheaf oi lines q\ then to every sheaf of 
lines q corresponds a sheaf of lines q / . For let the centres of the 
given corresponding sheaves be and 0', and let P and P' be 
centres of any two corresponding pencils ; the planes of the latter 
will not in general go through and 0', hence to two lines of the 
pencil of centre P and the line PO will correspond two lines of 
the pencil of centre P f and the line P'0\ so that to the sheaf of 
centre P will correspond the sheaf of centre P*. In like manner 
if to one sheaf of lines q there corresponds a plane system of lines 
<f f then to each sheaf q corresponds a plane system q'. Thus the 
relationship established between the lines q and q must arise 
either from a collineation or from a reciprocity of space. 
Consider for instance the equations 

Ph'=!>i2Pu+ » 



•> 



Pn' m fuPn+ +/»/>»• 

The quantities which are vertically underneath each other are the 
coordinates of the correlatives of the edges of the tetrahedron of reference 
regarded as belonging to 2 (e.g. make all the jo's zero except p 1% ): the 
quantities in the same row are the coordinates of the correlatives of the 
edges of the tetrahedron of reference regarded as belonging to 2', e.g. for the 
side ^3^4, fts'^O is a special complex formed of the lines which meet A Z A A ; 
thus the a*8 being the coordinates of the directrix of this complex are those 
of the correlative in 2 of A Z A A regarded as belonging to 2 / . 

41. Ruled surfaces and curves of a linear complex. 

A ruled surface of a linear complex is one whose generators belong 
to the complex. On each generator a correlation of points is 
established by means of the planes through it, for each such plane 
determines a point of contact, and also a pole in the complex. This 
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correlation has two united points and at each of them the tangent 

plane of the surface coincides with the polar plane in the complex. 

These points may be determined analytically as follows : if a 

line y is a tangent to the surface, it meets the generator x and 

CLX 

a consecutive generator x + j^dO, where is tHe single parameter 
of which the coordinates x are functions, thus 

(y*) = 0, (y^) = o,(jf) = o. 

Now take the lines y which also cut any given line a and 

belong to the given complex {ax) = 0, we then have the additional 

equations 

(ya) = 0, (ay) = 0. 

These five equations give two lines y, which, with x, determine 
the two points. 

A curve all of whose tangents belong to a linear complex is 
called a curve of the complex. At any point of such a curve 
the osculating plane is the polar plane of the point in the 
complex, since two (consecutive) tangents through the point 
belong to the complex. The locus of points just discussed is 
such a complex curve, and in it since the tangent plane of the 
surface is the osculating plane of the curve, it follows that the 
curve is a principal tangent curve of the surface. 

If through any point P a plane be drawn which osculates this 
curve at Q, PQ is then a complex line, hence the points of contact 
of the osculating planes which pass through a given point P lie 
on the polar plane of P. The degree of the curve is equal to the 
class of the plane section of the surface, for if any plane ir meets 
the curve in a point A, the polar plane of A (the tangent plane 
to the surface at A) passes through F, the pole of ir in the 
complex, and every such line FA is a tangent to the section of the 
surface bv ir*. 

Curves of a linear complex. If the coordinates of Lie, (Art. 6), 
be used in the simplest form of the equation of a linear complex 
(Art. 23), it becomes 

xdy — ydx = kdz. 

The complex curves through any point (a?, y, z) are those the 
direction ratios dx:dy:dz of whose tangents satisfy this equation, 
and we have seen that they all have the same osculating plane at the 

# See Picard, Ann. de Vicole normal* tup€r. Se*r. 2, T. vi.; also Lie and Scheffer'i 
BerUhrung$tran$formationen t S. 285. 
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point, viz. the polar plane of the point for the complex. Moreover, 

they all have the same torsion, for 

ds _ I J +y j + ^ where X = dydtz - dzd'y, 

dr~ I dx dy dz ' Y=dzd?x-dxd% 

d*x d*y d*z Z=dxd*y-dyd*x*. 

d*x d*y d*z 

By aid of the equation of the complex this denominator is 
easily seen to reduce to ' . 

t {dxd?y — dyd?x)*, 
while 

X = | (dxd*y - dyd*x) t 7 = - 1 (dxd*y - dyffix), 

hence ds ^ y - +1 ^+y' + fr . 

Sir 1 k 

k 

a result depending only upon the coordinates of the point, and 
therefore the same for each complex curve through the pointf. 

42. It has been seen, (Art. 33), that a linear complex contains 
two lines of every regulus j of any ruled surface whose degree is n 
it contains n generators ; for the equations of any generator of 
such a surface are, in Cartesian coordinates, 

#=*/i(m)+/ 2 (m), 

y = zf 3 (m) +/ 4 (m) ; 

where m is a parameter. 

Hence the coordinates pn of such a generator are given by 
equations of the form 

pa^fiki™)- 
Since the ruled surface is, by hypothesis, of degree n, the 
equation 

ctis/* (m) + ot^ (m) + • • • = ". (i), 

ogives n values of m, provided that the etc* are the coordinates of a 
line, i.e. 

a i2fl34 + au&42 + ^14^23 = 0. 

But this restriction as to the a# will not, in general, affect the 
number of solutions of equation (i) ; hence that equation gives n 

* See Salmon, Geometry of Three Dimensions, 3rd edition, p. 345. 
t This theorem is due to Lie; see Proceedings of the Society of Sciences at 
Christiania (1883). 

J. 4 
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values of m when the a& are any quantities whatever. That is to 
say, any given linear complex will contain, in general, n generators 
of a ruled surface of the nth degree. So that, for instance, any linear 
complex contains, in general, three lines of a given ruled cubic. 

43. In any rational curve whose points are given by the 
equations 

*i =/i (Of ** -/■ (0» *• =/* (Of x * ->4 (0, 
where the functions f are of degree n in t, the coordinates of its 
tangents x 1 dx 2 — x % da\, &c. are seen to be of degree 2n — 2 in t, 
hence 2n — 2 of them will intersect any given line. The number 
of its tangents which intersect any line is known as the rank of 
the curve. It is clearly equal to the degree of the developable 
of which the curve is the cuspidal edge. 

Now any twisted cubic can be so expressed, n being equal to 3, 
and hence the rank to 4 ; also a linear complex is determined by 
any five tangents of the curve, this complex therefore contains 
five tangents of the developable, and must therefore contain it 
altogether (since a linear complex which does not contain a ruled 
surface of degree n can have only n lines in common with it), 
hence the tangents of any twisted cubic belong entirely to some 
linear complex. 

Every rational quartic curve with two stationary tangents* 
has the rank 6, hence a linear complex through the two stationary 
tangents and three other tangents contains seven generators of the 
developable, i.e. contains it altogether. 

Every rational quintic with four stationary tangents is seen 
similarly to belong to a liilear complex. 

44. The polar surface. If P be any point and it any plane 
through it, the pole of it for a given linear complex A is some 
point P f in it, while the polar plane of P is some plane it through 
PP*. If now P and it are so related that while P describes a 
surface S the plane it touches 8 at P, it follows, neglecting small 
quantities of the second order, that all positions of P consecutive 
to P lie in 7r, hence all planes it' consecutive to it pass through 
P', i.e. the plane it' touches the surface S' the locus of P 7 , at P'. 
The surface S' thus obtained may be called the polar surface of S 
for the given linear complex. The tangents of S' are the polar 
lines for A of the tangents of S. 

* See Salmon-Fiedler, Geometrie des Raumes, BcL n. S. 140. 
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If the coordinates of P are Xi and of ir are u*, x( and ti/ 
denoting corresponding quantities for P' and ir\ we have 

p\ u( = OjaaJa + a u x z + a^, &c. (Art. 16), 

hence it follows that the class of S', i.e. its degree in plane 
coordinates, is equal to the degree of S, and vice versd. 

If p and p' are a pair of corresponding tangents of 8 and S' 
respectively, we have 

p . p 13 ' = 2A . a M — ft (a)p 12 , &c, (Art. 20), 

where -4 ^dapa, £ft (a) = a^a,, + a ls a4a + (hi<*» Now the tangents 
to a surface form a complex, since they are the oo 3 lines which 
satisfy the single condition of touching the surface, hence if this 
complex for the surface S' is /(p w ', ...) = 0, the corresponding 
complex for S will be of the same degree. But the degree of the 
" complex equation " of a surface is equal to the class of its plane 
section, which latter is known as the rank of the surface ; for the 
complex cone of any point P being of degree r, any plane tt 
through P meets the cone in r lines, i.e. there are r tangents to 
the section of the surface by tt through the point P. 

Hence, if any surface be polarized with regard to a linear 
complex, we obtain a new surface of equal rank, whose degree 
and class are respectively equal to the class and degree of the 
original surface. 

46. Applying the same process to a curve c we derive a new 
curve c', the rank of c is equal to that of c', for to each tangent 
of c which meets any line p will correspond a tangent of d which 
meets p' the polar ofp, and vice versd. 

The order of c is -the number of points in which it meets any 
plane it, at such a point of intersection we have two consecutive 
tangents of c and a line of the pencil (P, tt) concurrent, corre- 
sponding to this we have the three corresponding lines lying in one 
plane which passes through P' the pole of it. Hence the order 
of c is equal to the number of osculating planes of c which pass 
through any point P 7 , i.e. the class of c'. Thus the order of each 
curve is equal to the class of the other. 

For a twisted cubic the order and class are each equal to three. 
If the cubic touches four lines and we take one of the oo 1 linear 
complexes through these lines, the polar curve of the cubic for 
this complex is also a twisted cubic, moreover it will touch the 

4—2 
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four given lines, since each of these lines is its own polar for the 
complex. Hence, if a twisted cubic touches four lines there are oc * 
twisted cubics which touch these lines*. 

46. Complex equation of the quadric. The polar plane u 
of a point x with regard to the quadric F, or 2 ###*#* = 0, is given 
by the equations 

U{ = 2t &im x m 9 



m 



similarly the polar plane v of y is determined by the equations 



m 



Hence if the line (x, y) is p and its polar line for the quadric 
is p' t the latter line has coordinates 717*', where 

= 2 (ahiaue — aj&aidphi- 

h,l 

If p intersects p', both p and p' are tangents of the quadric, 
hence the complex equation of the tangents of F is 

¥ = Sti-*' pa = 2 pa 2 (aAia tt - ajadu) Phi = 0, 

i,k h,l 

or ¥ = 2pa 9 (Oiiajb* - aa") + 22 (a hi auc - a**a w ) p«p* = 0, 
where in the second term of the last equation p& ^p«. 
It follows that 

Observe that if u and v are two planes through a tangent line, 
the equation ¥ = may be written 

Oil ... On Vi Vi 



#41 ••• #44 ^4 V4 =0. 

t*i ... u 4 

0! ... v 4 ' 

If the tetrahedron of reference is self-conjugate for the quadric, 

4 
which has then for its equation 2oi^ a = 0, the equation "9 = 

1 

becomes 

Oi«ajPi3 a + WaPm + <h<hPv? + <hd A p<? + 0^(14 p 14 a + a^pa* = 0. 

* See Vosa, »« TJeber vier Tangenten einer Raumourve dritter Ordnung," Math. 
Ann, xin. ; also Dixon, Quarterly Journal, vol. xxrv. 



45^47] SYNTHESIS OF THE LINEAR COMPLEX 53 

47. Simultaneous bilinear equations*. Two special types 
of bilinear equations will now be considered, viz. 

J = Soikj/iXk = 0, in which a* = a M ; 

A = Xoiikyi$k = Of in which a« == — a«, and an = 0. 

The first assigns to each point Xi its polar plane with regard to 
the quadric F, or 2ai*#i#* = 0; the second gives the polar plane of 
a^ with regard to the linear complex SattPi* = 0. 

There are in general four points x for eftch of which the two 
corresponding planes coincide, viz. those determined by the four 
equations 

\Za ik Xk + 20*** = 0; 

k k 

where X is therefore a root of the biquadratic equation 

A (X) = | \dik + ofifc | = 0. 

Since for the linear complex the point x is always united to its 
corresponding plane, each of these four points must lie on the 
quadric F. Moreover, since in general a linear complex contains 
two generators of every regulus, it is clear that these four points 
are the vertices of a twisted quadrilateral formed by these two 
pairs of generators of F* 

If these generators be taken as four edges of the tetrahedron 
of reference, the equations of jPand A assume the forms 

2X X X 4 + 2X 9 X 8 - 0, apu + /%>» - 0. 

Taking as the equations of transformation which reduce F 
and A to this form 

Xi = Ifi&Xk, 

the quantity A (X) is seen to be an invariant, since if it vanishes a 

point Xi can be found such that the plane corresponding to Xi in 

-4+Xf, viz. 2 yi 2 (Xaa; + Oik) X* = 0, becomes indeterminate. This 
% k 

property does not depend on the coordinate system, hence if 
D is the determinant of transformation 



D*.A(X) = 












X + ot 








X + /3 








X-/S 








X — a 












= (X s - a J ) (X 2 - /9 s ). 



* The present and following Articles form a brief account of a lengthy investi- 
gation in Vorletungen Uber Geometrie, Bd. n., Clebsch-Lindemann, S. 343 — 414. 
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By direct calculation of A (X) we find 

A(\) = \*4 1 + \ s <I> + -4' a , 

where A x is the discriminant of F, A f ^a^a^ + a^a^ + auOa, and 
<I> = Sotfc^^a?,ifci where A^jh is the coefficient of a&Ojh in ^i- 
Thus 3> is the result of substituting the quantities a^ for ir* in ¥. 

It follows that with reference to the tetrahedron of which four 
edges are the generators of F which belong to A, the equations of 
F and A can be brought to the form 

2Z X Z 4 + 2Z 9 Z, = 0, Xjh* + X^a = 0, 

where A*, X, are roots of A (X) = 0. 

In the reciprocity determined by the equation 

^4+X/=0, 

the locus of points x which are united to their corresponding 
planes is clearly 2acfc£{&* = 0, or F\ for the planes u which are 
united to their corresponding points the following five equations 
hold, 

Ui = 2 (otit + Xoa) x k , 

k 

JLuiXi = ; 

hence eliminating the Xi we obtain as the envelope of such planes 
a quadric A whose equation is 

tAaUiU k = Q, 

in which the A# are minors of A (X). 

The left side of the last equation is clearly a contravariant 
of A + X/", hence 

i) a .2A £ fc^^ = 2X(X 8 -V)^i^4 + 2X(X 2 -X 1 2 )t7 a t73. 

In point-coordinates A will therefore have as its equation 

X 2 (2Z,Z 4 + 2Z 3 Z,) - 2\'X 2 X t - 2VZ,Z 4 - 0. 

Thus A is a member of a '• pencil " of quadrics of which one 
is F, while another is 

2VZ 9 X, + 2\ l *X 1 X i = 0. 

This latter quadric is the locus of the polars of the generators 
of F with regard to the linear complex A ; for one system of 
generators of F being Z, — pX 2 , fiX 4 + Z 8 = 0, the polar plane for 
A of a point Xi on the line ft is 

x 1 (z 1 r 4 -z 4 r 1 ) + x 8 (z a F 3 ^z,F 2 ) = o, 

or Ai(X 1 Z 2 7 4 + X 8 Z 4 F 2 )-X 1 Z 4 F 1 + X,Z a F s = 0; 
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hence the polar of the line * /x ' has the equations 

/O^ + ^F.-O, M^-XaF^O; 
and this line clearly lies on the quadric 

VF l F 4 + VF i F,-0. 

Again there is a singly infinite number of linear complexes 
which have in common four generators of F, one of them being 
A, another, JB, is the locus of the polar lines of A with regard 
to F; the system of linear complexes through the four given lines 
is then A + fiB = 0. 

If p is a line of A its polar p with regard to J? 1 is determined 

by the equations iruc = ~— , moreover the equation of A being 

dA' 
Xir&z — = 0, ^ e equation of JB will be 

dp* " 3«ib 
or, which is the same thing, 

3<*a dp* 
where P^PnPu+PuPv + PuP** and <t> is obtained by substituting 
act for TTit in ¥. 

The vanishing of the invariant 4> is thus seen to be the 
condition that A and its polar complex JB with regard to F should 
be in involution. 

48. Iiinear transformations which leave a quadric 
unaltered in form. By means of a linear complex a general 
class of linear transformations is obtained which leave the form of 
a quadric surface unaltered. For let the given quadric be 

and the required equations of transformation 

&«£(&** (i). 

Now the equations 

Xi = kti + \T it %i = kti-\Ti, (ii), 

lead to F(x) = F(^) provided that t and r are the coordinates of 
two points which are conjugate with regard to the quadric F=0. 
If therefore U and t* can be linearly connected, so that from the 
equations (ii) the equations (i) can be deduced, a transformation 
of the required kind will be obtained. 
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Let Ui be the polar plane of U for F t then 

U^lAikUt (iii), 

k 

where the quantities A& are the first minors of the discriminant 
of F, and the fact that t* lies in the plane v*, i.e. that U and r; 
are conjugate points, may then be established by linear equations 
of the form 

T % = 2atf.w* (iv), 

provided that o^ = — a** (and hence that a« = 0). 

Substituting in equations (ii) from (iii) and (iv) We obtain 

Xi = /eXAaUk + \2otaW 

k k 

. ( v ) 

ft = KZAitUk - \laaUk 

the elimination of the u k from these last equations will give the 
equations (i) which have been sought. 

The solution of the first set of equations (v) leads to 

A(*,X).Wi=2A K a;fc, 

k 

where A (* , X) is the determinant of the quantities tcA* + Xota and 
A*j a first minor of A (*, X). 

Hence A (*, X) 2<4gU{ = 22A W ji K # i ;, 

i k % 

also from equations (v) 

xi -r ft = 2*2-4^, 

so that A (k, X) ft = 2* 2 2 A w -4k#* — A (* , X) a?j 

or the required equations of transformation are 

ft = 2ctttfi, 

2*2A W 4 K 

where c» = — * ,- -rr- , when k =t J. 

A(*, X) . ^ 

2*2A K it K -A(*,X) 

and c tt = *- - x - r- . 

A (*, X) 

Equations equivalent to these may be obtained from the 
solutions of the second set of equations (v) by changing the sign 
of X: 

The above solution of the problem contains the indeterminate 

quantity -, hence with any given linear complex are associated 
x 

oo l linear transformations which leave the form of any given 
quadric surface unaltered. 
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When F is referred to a self-conjugate tetrahedron its equation 
may be taken to be 

F= x x * + a?, 8 -f a?, 2 + xf - 0, 

and the equations of transformation are then 

Xi = KUi + XXoftWft, 

When the four lines which F and the linear complex have (in 
general) in common are taken as four edges of the tetrahedron of 
reference, 

F = 2X,X 4 + 2X 9 X„ A = \,p 14 + X,p». 

The equations of transformation are here, (putting \ = 1), 
X 1 = (k + \) U 4t X,=(* + X,) U St X, = (*-X,) U it X 4 = (*->,) U x \ 
H, = (*-X,) U 4> E, = (*-X,) U st E, = (* + X,) U %9 E 4 = (/c + \ 1 ) U x . 

Hence 

X« + X 1= y- * + \j B -jr tf — Xj = y-_ tf — Xi ^ 

tf — Xq # — X* # + Xj tf + Aj 

It is to be observed that this transformation changes not only 
X X X A + X 2 X, into H 1 H 4 + H 2 H„ but also X 1 X 4 + /aX 9 X 9 into 
H 1 5 4 + /u3 2 E 8 , i.e. the pencil of quadrics through the inter- 
section of F and A is unaltered in form by this transformation. 

49. Collineattons which leave a linear complex un- 
altered in form. In the most general collineation four points 
coincide with their corresponding points (Art. 34), hence the edges 
of the tetrahedron thus determined correspond to themselves. 

If the collineation is such that it transforms a given linear 
complex into the same complex, and if one edge of the preceding 
tetrahedron does not belong to the complex, its polar line for the 
given complex must remain unaltered by the collineation, i.e. must 
be the opposite edge of the tetrahedron ; the other four edges of 
the tetrahedron must belong to the given complex. Hence when 
a linear complex is transformed into itself by a collineation, in 
general four of its lines remain unaltered in position. 

The general collineation is represented by the equations 

Y 1 = a l X lt r 2 = a,X 2 , 7, = a,X„ Y^a.X,, (Art. 34), 

and the given complex is by hypothesis, with regard to this 
tetrahedron of reference, of the form ap 14 + bp n = ; in order that 
the collineation should not alter the form of this latter equation 
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we must have a 1 a 4 = CL i z t ; and if this condition is satisfied every 
complex p l4 + /ipn = is unaltered by the collineation ; also every 
quadric of the pencil X 1 X 4 + \X i Xi=0 is then transformed into 
itself. 

Hence the general linear transformation of a linear complex 
into itself is given by the formulae of Art. 48 by which the surface 
2att#i#ft = is transformed into itself; but in the present case 
the eta are given quantities and the a# undetermined parameters. 
It is easily seen that every quadric so transformed must be a 
member of the pencil X 1 X 4 + 7sJ[ a X s ^0. 

50. Reciprocal transformations. It has just been seen 
that the general collineation as a rule neither leaves a quadric 
nor a linear complex unaltered in form, but if by it one complex 
is thus unaltered so are oo * complexes ; it will npw be shown that 
the general reciprocity leaves two (and not more than two) linear 
complexes unaltered in form and also two quadrics. 

The general reciprocity is given by the equations 

in which 0* + /3 H ; 

the surface F which is the locus of points united to their cor- 
responding planes is 

£&*#»'#*' = o, 

and to this surface the reciprocity 

is similarly related. 

Taking Xi = Xi\ (Art. 35), and solving for a?< from each equation 

we obtain 

Bxi = 2*BkiU k — 2-BflkUi' ; 
k k 

hence the planes Ui and i// which are united with their corre- 
sponding points envelope the quadric 

A = 222?£fcUjt4£ = 0. 
Again writing 0* + fa = 2a* = 2a«, 

fiik — Pk = 2a# = — 2a*i, 
and taking A as the linear complex XXa^xiy^ = 0, Vi as the polar 
plane of x for F (or la^XiXk = 0), w< as the polar plane of x for A, 

Vi + Wi = la&xt + 2 oLfrXk = v>u 
Vi — Wi = Xa&Xk — 2cttt#* = u{. 
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Hence, the most general reciprocity is determined by a quadric 
and a linear complex. 

The equations determining the general reciprocity may be, by 
use of a suitable tetrahedron of reference, stated in the form 
(Art. 35) 

JJx^m^X^ U 2 — m^X Zi D^rajXa, U A ^m A X x \ 

hence denoting by p& the coordinates of the line joining two 
points Xi, Yi and by pa' the coordinates of the intersection of the 
corresponding planes D*, F< we obtain 

Pni-XiYt-XtYu Pi2 = U z V 4 - U 4 V t ^m z m A p^ 

similarly p M ' = w^m^p*, &c. 

Hence the coordinates of corresponding lines p and p are 
connected by the equations 

Pli = ™*W*4#llt P«' = ^l^sftt, 

Pi3 = Wj m 4 pu , p* = m, m^pa, 
Pu' = m,m 3 |} M , p n ' = m l m 4 pc L . 

It follows that the linear complex p u + pp n = is transformed 
into m^m^p^ + fiv^m^pu = 0, hence for the two values of fi given 

by — = m, this complex is unaltered in form by the trans- 

J fim l m 4 n r J 

formation. 

It is clear that no linear complex which is not of the form 
<*Pu + &P» = can be unaltered by the general reciprocity. 

Two quadrics of the pencil X X X A + pX 2 X s = are unaltered by 
the reciprocity, for the transformation applied to the last quadric 
gives 

m^rn^ 
and this in point coordinates has the equation 

771,7713 

which is the same as the original quadric provided that 

7^77*3 

/**= . 

m l m A 



CHAPTER IV. 

SYSTEMS OF LINEAR COMPLEXES. 

51. Among the complexes of the system (cue) + \ (bx) = 0, 
where \ has all values, there are two which are special (Art. 19), 
the corresponding values of X being the roots of 

ft(a) + 2\ft(a|&) + \ 2 ft(i)==0 (i), 

where ft (a | b) = ^Sa* ^r- . 

The directrices d± and dj of these special complexes were 
seen to be polar lines both in (ax) = and in (bx) = 0, (Art. 24), 
(which will be referred to as the complexes A and jB). Every line 
which belongs both to A and to B belongs also to (ax) + \ (bx) = 
and to (ax) + A, (bx) = 0, and hence intersects d x and d^. Thus the 
congruence of lines common to two linear complexes consists of all 
the lines which meet the two lines d^ and dj thus determined; 
ch and dj are called the directrices of the congruence (ax) = 0, 
(bx) = 0. Every line of this congruence belongs to each member 
of the " system of two terms " (ax) + A (bx) = 0. 

Moreover, d^ and d^ are polar in each member of the system, 
for if a line x belongs to (ax) + \(bx) = and also meets d lt i.e. 
belongs to (ax) + \ x (bx) = 0, then it must satisfy both (ax) = 
and (bx) = and hence also (ax) + A* (bx) = 0, i.e. it meets d t . 

The lines of a linear congruence are said to form a system 
of lines of the first order and first class. For through any point 
one line of the congruence can be drawn, viz. the line of intersection 
of the polar planes of the point in the two given complexes ; and 
in any plane there is one line of the congruence, viz. the join of 
the poles of the plane in the two complexes. 

Four lines which do not belong to the same regulus determine 
a congruence, whose directrices are the (two) common intersectors 
of the four given lines. There are oo l linear complexes through 
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four such given lines, since the coefficients of the equation of a 
linear complex through them satisfy four independent equations. 
Any linear complex contains oo 4 linear congruences ; since a line p 
may be chosen in oo 4 ways, its polar line p' for the given complex is 
then known, and hence a congruence which belongs to the complex. 

52. Double ratio of two complexes*. If <h and ft are the coordinates 
of the directrices d x and d 2 of the congruence determined by (ax) = and 
(&r)=0, then any two complexes of the system are 

(cur)+X0&r)=O, (a*)+/i03*)=O, 
the coordinates of Klein being here used. 

Let any plane cut d x and d 2 in two points P, Q and have P x , Q x for its 
poles in these two complexes ; P, & P u Q x are collinear and their double ratio 
is X//4 ; for let the plane be determined by two intersecting lines y and z 
which respectively meet c^ and c? s , then 

join the point yz to the poles of the two complexes by the lines y +p x z, y +piZ 9 
ue. express that these lines belong respectively to (cuc)+\(fix)=0 and to 
(oar)+/i (/9Lr)=0 ; this gives 

(ay)+\<fiy)+Pi{(«*)+\ O&OHO, 

(«8f) +/* W) +P2 {(«*) +M (/&)} =0 ; 
or X(ftf)+ ft (q*)-0, 

X Di 

hence - = — = double ratio of the lines y> z, y+p x z, y +p 2 z (Art. 11). 
f- Pi 

53. Double ratio of four complexes. If any line common to four 
complexes of the system (cu?)+X (bx) =0 be taken, the double ratio of the four 
polar planes of any point on this line is a constant for these complexes. For 
if w=0 be the equation of the polar plane of this point in A and v=0 its polar 
plane in B y then its polar planes in 

A +\B, A +X 2 #, A +X 3 £, A +\B 

are u+\ x v=0, tt+X 2 0=O, w+X 3 »=0, tf+X 4 t>=0; 

and the double ratio of these four planes is equal to that formed from the 
quantities X,, X 2 , X 8 , X 4 , and hence is constant for the four given complexes. 

64. Special congruence. The roots of equation (i) may 
be equal, in which case 

ft(a)ft(6) = {n(a|6)] a (ii). 

The congruence is here said to be special. The directrix z 
belongs to each complex of the system, for its coordinates are 

, an , x an 

given by ? . Zi = - + X ^ 

• Voss, " Zur Theorie der windscbiefen FlUcheD," Math. Ann. Bd. vm. 



62 SYSTEMS OF LINEAR COMPLEXES [CH. IV 

and 

^2(o<4-Xi i )^«ft(a) + X 1 ft(a|6) + X{n(a|6) + X i n(6)}=0 f 

since X< is the (one) root of 

ft (a) + 2\ft (a | b) + X J ft (6) - 0. 

If x be any line common to A and B, and which therefore 
meets z, each line of the pencil zx belongs to A and to B and 
therefore to the system A + \B, thus when equation (ii) holds 
each member of the system determines on z the same correlation 
between its points and planes. 

In one case there is an infinite number of special complexes belonging 
to a system of two terms, namely, when the directrices of the two special 
complexes intersect; for if (a.r)=0 and (#r)=0 are the two special com- 
plexes, the system may be written (ar)+A(j&r)=0, where O(o)=0, Q(#) = 0, 
and if also a and P intersect, i.e. if Q (a | /9)=0, the equation (i) is satisfied for 
all values of X. The system consists exclusively of special complexes whose 
directrices form a plane pencil. 

55. Metrical Properties. In the present and following 
articles we investigate the relations of a complex and a system 
of two terms to the plane at infinity and the "sphere-circle," 
is. the circle in which all spheres meet the plane at infinity. 

Denoting by A the pole of the plane at infinity in a given 
complex, it has been shown (Art. 22) that the diameters of the 
complex all pass through A ; let a be the axis of the complex. 
The line a! conjugate to a is the polar of A with regard to the 
sphere-circle) for if a complex line meets a in P and a' in Q, then 
since APQ is a right angle, A and Q are conjugate points with 
regard to the sphere-circle. 

We have seen that any complex line which meets the axis 
of the complex cuts it at right angles, (and any complex line 
at right angles to the axis meets it). Also any line which cuts 
the axis at right angles is a complex line. Hence the " shortest 
distance " between any line I and a is a complex line and hence 
meets V the polar of L 

Again if L and U are the points in which two polar lines 
I and V meet the plane at infinity, the line LL' passes through A, 
hence the pole B of LL with regard to the sphere-circle lies on a', 
but a line which is perpendicular to I and to V passes through 
B and therefore meets a', hence the " shortest distance " of / and V 
meets a' and therefore meets a, or, the shortest distance between 
any two polar lines meets the axis at right angles. 
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The complex lines which meet any diameter d and two 
polar lines I and V form a regulus consisting of one set of 
generators of a hyperbolic paraboloid (since they also meet d! the 
polar of d). 

From the (1, 1) correspondence of the points of a complex line 

and its polar planes it follows that the double ratio of four points 

of the line is equal to the double ratio of their polar planes. 

Now take a complex line which meets the axis at the point B y 

then if P and Q are any two points on this line and C its point at 

infinity, the polar plane of C is that of the axis and the given line ; 

let 6 and ff be the angles which the polar planes of P and Q make 

with this plane. Then by the theorem just stated, the double 

ratio of the points BPQC is equal to the double ratio of their 

polar planes, or, 

BP cot 6 

BQ~ cot0" 
hence BP tan = BQ tan ff. 

This is the property of the complex previously proved, (Art. 23). 

56. Axes of a system of two terms. Let h be the line in 
the plane at infinity of the congruence of the system, and jff its 
pole with regard to the sphere-circle ; the line k of the congruence 
which passes through H will therefore cut the directrices of the 
system at right angles. To any point P of k belong as polar 
planes for the system the planes of the pencil through k. Any 
complex of the system has a definite plane of the pencil as polar 
plane at P and one point on h as its pole in the plane at infinity. 
Thus a (1, 1) correspondence is established between the pencil of 
planes and the points of h. Another such correspondence arises 
between the same plane pencil and the points where the normals 
at P to the planes meet h. There is thus a correlation established 
between the points of h which has therefore two " united " points. 
The two corresponding normals at P are axes of their respective 
complexes, because each of them passes through the pole in the 
plane at infinity of its complex and is perpendicular to its polar 
plane at P. 

Hence through each point of k there pass two axes of the 
system of complexes; and we have a (1, 2) correspondence 
between the points of h and k, viz. to each point of h one point 
of k (where the axis of the particular complex meets k) f to each 
point P of k two points of h (where the axes through P meet h). 
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It follows that the axes of a system of complexes form a ruled 
cubic in which k is the doubled and h the single directrix, see 
Chapter V.; the generators are all perpendicular to k ; this surface 
is called a " cylindroijh", 

57. The cylindroi£ The pairs of planes which unite k to 
the axes through the different points of k give rise to an involution. 
To this involution belong/ihe pair of planes which touch the 
sphere-circle ; for if T is the point of contact of a tangent from H 
to the sphere-circle, U T is the normal at H to the plane through 
k and HT, since it passes through the pole T of HT with regard 
to the sphere-circle, thus the axes of the system through the 
point H are the tangents from H to the sphere-circle. 

The involution has two "double" planes rj l and rj 3 , which are 
harmonic with any corresponding pair in the involution, and 
therefore with the tangents to the sphere-circle ; hence i) x and 17, 
are at right angles, and therefore bisect the angles between any 
corresponding pair. 

Let r be the distance of any point P of k from an arbitrary 
origin on k t and the angle which one of the pair of planes for P 
makes with rj lf we have an equation connecting r and tan which 
is linear in r and quadratic in tan 0, and hence of the form 

(Ar + jB) tan*0 + (Cr + JO) tan + Er + F= 0. 
Since rf x bisects the angle between the pair of planes for P we 

IT 

have C = D = ; also for = let r = r x and for = — let r = r a , 

art 

this gives 

i?r 1 + J F=0, 

Ar a + B - 0. 

Now take the origin as the mid-point of the distances r 2 and r a> 
then r l + r 2 — 0, and the equation becomes 

A(r + n) tan 2 + E(r - r,) = 0. 

Lastly, since 20 for H is the angle between two planes which 
touch the sphere-circle, tan a = —l ifr==oo, hence -4 = E. 

Thus the equation of the cylindroid is 

(r + r x ) tan 2 + r - r x = 

or, r=*r x cos 20. 

This equation may be more directly obtained from the property of a linear 
complex of Art. 55. For if N and N' are the points where the shortest 
distance of the directrices of the system meets them, then if 6 be the angle 
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which an axis through a point P of NN' makes with the line bisecting the 
angle 2a between the directrices we have 

PN tan {fi + a) -PN' tan (a - 6 ), 

or if NN'=2c, PO=r, where is the mid-point of NN 9 

c-r tan(a-d) r sin 20 
— i ' or -=— — — 

c+r tan(a + 0)' c sin 2a* 

and writing 0-\-- for 6 we obtain the equation of the cylindroid in the form 

r=— — — cos 20. 
sin 2a 

68. System of three terms. The lines belonging to three 
linear complexes {ax) = 0, (bx) = 0, (ex) = form a regulus. For 
the lines which satisfy these three equations and also meet any 
other line a are two in number, viz. those given by 

(ax) = (bx) = (ex) = (ax) = (x 2 ) = 0. 

Hence since of the lines common to the complexes A, B and C two 
meet any line they must form a regulus. This may also be seen as 
follows : take the directrices a and {3 of the special complexes of the 
system of two terms (cue) + X (bx) = ; to each point P of one of 
these lines, say a, there is one plane assigned as its polar plane 
in C t if this meets /3 in Q we have thus established a (1, 1) 
correspondence between the points of a and {J, whose joins PQ 
(which belong to ^4, B and C) must therefore give rise to a 
regulus. 

If two reguli have two lines a, b 9 in common, then if c and c' are any other 
lines of the respective reguli, the two common intersectors of a, 6, c, c' are 
directrices of a linear congruence which contains both reguli ; the two 
respective complementary reguli have two lines in common, viz. these 
directrices, and belong to the congruence whose directrices are a and b. 
If two linear congruences have a regulus in common, their directrices lie upon 
the complementary regulus, and these four directrices determine one linear 
complex in which they are two pairs of polar lines ; this complex includes 
both congruences. If (asc)=0 is this complex and (aff)=(/3#) = (y.z)=0 the 
regulus, the two congruences belong to the system (aa?)=0, (£a?) + X(y#)=0. 

From A, B and C we have a " system of three terms " 

2 (Xa* -f- fJ)i + vCi)xi = Q. 

The special complexes are given by the values of \, p and v 
which satisfy the equation 

\ 2 ft(a) + 2\/*n(a|&)+... = (i). 

Their directrices z whose coordinates are given by 

, an dti an 
^^^"dbS"^ 

J. 5 
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also form a regulus, since two of them can be found which meet 
any line a, viz. by taking the values of X, p, v which satisfy (i) and 

also the equation (^ia"-) = **• The regulus formed by the lines 

common to A, B and C and the regulus composed of directrices of 
special complexes of the system are complementary ; for each line 
x which belongs to A, B and C belongs to each complex of the 
system and hence to the special complexes and therefore meets 
each directrix z. From three of the lines a, £, 7 common to A, B 
and G a second system of three terms can be formed, viz. 

2 (\'ai + fi'fii + vyd Xi = 0. 

We have thus obtained two systems of three terms with the 
property that each member of one system is in involution with 
each member of the other system ; the lines common to one 
system or the lines of one system form a regulus and are the 
directrices of the special complexes of the other system. Con- 
versely any two systems of three terms in mutual involution are 
thus related; for, since every member of one systein is in 
involution with every member of the other system, every directrix 
of a special complex of one system meets every directrix of a 
special complex of the other system. 

59. Expression of the coordinates of a generator of 
a quadric in terms of one parameter. Select from the first 
system two special complexes a and 7 and the complex ft which 
is in involution with them*. 

Then the directrix of any special complex z is given by 

p . Zi = \&i + pfti + vy% 

with the condition y? (/8 s ) + 2\i/ (wy) = 0, 

since by hypothesis 

(«.) = (^ = («£) = (/3 7 ) - 0. 

Moreover we can suppose the coefficients a, #, 7 divided by 
such quantities as will make (/9 s ) = 1, 2 (017) = — 1 ; then the 
relation between \, /x and v is /a* = \v, which is satisfied by 
putting \ = $*, /& = £, j>=1. 

Thus the line z is determined by 

p.Zi = ait* + fat + 7i. 

* Using Klein coordinates the latter is determined from the equations 

2a< (Uii + mbf + wc<) = 0, 
27j {laf + mb i + ne <) = 0. 
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In a similar manner the coordinates x of the complementary 
regulus are determined by the equations 

a- . Xi « o/t s + /3/t + 7/. 

Since each line x meets each line z we must have 

<*#) = (vtfiO = <*'&) - (w'ft) - ; 

whence the theorem, that if we take any two generators of one 
system of a quadric and any two generators of the other system, 
there is one complex of the first system and one complex of the 
second system which contains all four generators. 

In the case when the discriminant of (i) Art. 58 is zero, the 
quadratic relation between the quantities X, fi and v 

ft (Xa + fib + ic) = 0, 

breaks up into two linear factors, hence we have either 

p\ + qfi + rv = (ii), 

or j/X + gV* + rV « .(iii). 

Thus z here describes one of two plane pencils which have one 
common line, viz. for the values of X, /*, v given by taking (ii) and 
•(iii) simultaneously. 

60. Complex equation of a quadric. Let us now select 
from the first " system of three terms " three complexes which are 
themselves in mutual involution, this may be done in 00 8 ways. 
Similarly from the second system select three complexes them- 
selves in mutual involution. We have then six complexes in 
mutual involution. Take them for coordinate complexes. One 
regulus is then determined by x Y = # 9 = x z = ; the other regulus 
by a?4 = ar 5 = # 6 = 0. Any tangent line of the quadric to which the 
reguli belong is one member of a plane pencil of which two are 
the generators at the point of contact of this tangent, hence if a 
and (J are these generators and y the tangent line we have 

«4 = «, = o a = 0; &-A-&-0; 
and yi = Xa!, y, = Xa 9 , y 8 = Xa,, 

Since tf + aJ + Oi 1 - ft 2 + A i + A 1 -0 f 

-we see that y satisfies the complex equation 

yi* + y 2 * + yt = o, 

5—2 
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or, which is the same thing, 

y4 J +y6 9 +y6 a =o. 

It is clear that there are ten quad lies associated in this manner 
with six complexes in mutual involution, viz. the series 

yi*+y/+y*' = o. 

61. The ten fundamental quadrics. Any six coordinate 
complexes of Klein in mutual involution involve fifteen independent 
constants, viz., five for each complex diminished by the fifteen 
conditions. The complex #* = () will be denoted by d. The system 
of two terms of C* and Cj is a? t - + Xxj = 0. This is special if 1 + X* = 0. 
Thus the special complexes are 

X{ + ixj = 0, Xi — %Xj = 0. 

Their directrices being denoted by dy and dp, the coordi- 
nates of 

dij are ^«1, xj = i, and the other coordinates zero ; 

of dji are x { = 1, Xj = - i, „ „ „ „ . 

There are fifteen congruences Cy and thirty lines d; observe 
that each d belongs to the complex not mentioned in its suffix. In 
Cij and Cu the directrices form a twisted quadrilateral (for dy 
belongs to C k and C\ and therefore to C w and hence meets da 
and da), similarly for d#, d«, d#. In fy and C& the directrices 
belong to Ci y C m and (7 n and hence to the regulus pi mnt so that 

dij> <fy*» ^i*> <fe*> d#> 4y belong to pi mny 
d mn> dnm, di ni dni, di mi d„a belong to py k . 

The reguli pi mn , py k are complementary, the quadric to which, 
they belong is 

y* 2 +ym a + yn a =0. 

There are ten such quadrics which have been termed "funda- 
mental " by Klein. 

Two reguli p&i, p^^ have no common line, 

» m Put* piji have d mn , d nm in common. 
Thus the quadrics 

(P%jk> Pmnl), {pijl> Pmnk) 

meet in the quadrilateral formed by 

<*mn, d nm , dy, dji. 

In the quadric (pm, pjmn) dy and d^ are polar lines; for dy 
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Fig. 2. 



and dji meet the four lines in the figure, (which lie on the given 

quadric since they have in common with 

it the suffixes kl and mn). Hence d# and 

d^ are the lines 00 x and 0'0 X , and the 

polar plane of passes through 0' and 0/, 

also the polar plane of X passes through 

0* and 0{, hence 00 x and 0'0 X are polar 

lines. We observe also that 

dy, dji, dug, da, d mn , d nm 

form a tetrahedron. [There are fifteen of 
these tetrahedra, which are the funda- 
mental tetrahedra of Art. 29.] From this 
result we see that the four quadrics 

(pikm, pjnl)> (pUm> Pjkn), (p%knt Pjlrn), (fiiln, pjkm) 

have the tetrahedron (ij, kl, mn) as a common self-conjugate 
tetrahedron. 

Let 7T be any plane with poles 0<, Oj, k in the complexes 
d, Cj, and C k . On OiOj an involution is determined of poles 
in Ci and Cj, the double points of 
this involution being where dy and 
dji meet 0,0,-, (Art. 25). Hence Oi, 
Oj and these two points are har- 
monic; similarly for 0i0 k and OjOu- 
But dy, dji, da, d«, d jki d kj lie on 
pimny hence the trace of pi mn on ir 
has OiOjOk for a self-conjugate 
triangle. In the same manner the 
trace of p^ on ir has 0i0 m n for 
a self-conjugate triangle, but these 
traces are the same, hence the six 
poles being the vertices of triangles self-conjugate with regard 
to the same conic lie on a conic, and the sides of the triangles 
0i0j0 k , 0i0 m n touch a conic. 

62. Closed system of sixteen points and planes*. Since 
Ci and Cj are in involution there is a plane tt^ through OiOj 
which is the polar plane of Oi in Cj and of Oj in Ci ; there are 
clearly fifteen such planes as 7r#; take three of them 7r#, 7Tj k , tt^, 
and let 0^ be their common point. 

Now OiO{j k belongs to Cj and to C k , 

0j0ij k „ Ci „ Cj.; 

* See Art. 26. 




Fig. 3. 
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hence 0^ is the pole of 7r# in Cj., 

tut 0{ „ „ „ Try „ Cj, 

therefore 0< and dp are corresponding points of the involution on 

OiOyk established by Cj and C hi thus dp and djy divide 0* and 0^ 

harmonically. 

Similarly dij and d# divide 0*0 Up harmonically, 

dot >y d>H » OjO^jb „ ; 

and these six lines d belong to pi mn , hence the point 0$* is the 
pole of 7T with reference to the quadric which contains pi mn . 
The point 0j mn being in like manner the pole of it with reference 
to the same quadric is thus seen to be the same point as 0#*. 

Starting from the plane it we obtain fifteen planes such as 7r# 
and sixteen points, viz., the poles of it in the six fundamental com- 
plexes and the poles of it with reference to the ten fundamental 
quadrics. These points and planes form a closed system, for if we 
start with another of these planes, e.g. w^, we obviously arrive at 
the same set of planes and points. Thus by aid of the six fun- 
damental complexes, and their derivatives the ten fundamental 
quadrics, we can divide the points and planes of space into closed 
systems of sixteen planes and points*. The point Oip is the pole 
for C it Cj and C k of the planes joining Ofp to OjOt, 0*0<, OiOj 
respectively, and it is also (being the same point as 0j mn ) the pole 
for C lt C m and C n of the planes joining ijk to m ny n 0i t 0i0 m , 
and since the two triangles OiOjO^ 0%0 m n touch the same conic, 
the six polar planes of 0^ touch the same quadric cone. Hence 
the closed system is such that the six points in each plane lie on 
the same conic f and the six planes through each point touch Hie 
same quadric cone. 

63. Systems of four and of five terms. When four com- 
plexes (ax) -b 0, (bx) = 0, (ex) = 0, (dx) = are given, if a complex 
(ux) = is in involution with each of them, we have 

(»©-»■ (* 9 !H («fH («IV 

These four equations are equivalent to the six equations 

Ui = opi + rqu 

where a and t are indeterminate, and />, q any two particular 

solutions for u. Thus the system in involution with the system of 

four terms 2 (Xo* + phi + vCi + pd$ Xi = 0, 

* This system is, of course, identical with that of Arts. 14, 29 ; the connexion 
of the system with the 10 fundamental quadrics being here established, 
t See Art. 27. 
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is the system of two terms 

2 (<rpi + rqi) x t = 0. 

As in the case of systems of three terms, each directrix of a 
special complex of one system meets each directrix of a special 
complex of the other system; and the lines common to one 
system are the directrices of the special complexes of the other 
system. In general therefore the system of four terms has two 
lines common to the system, viz., the two directrices of the com- 
plementary system of two terms. If the system of two terms has 
its directrices coincident, that of four terms has only one common line. 

One complex can be found which is in involution with five 

given complexes and hence in involution with the system of five 

terms 

2(Xa< + /Lt6 t :.H-i/c<H-pdi + tTc?i)ir t : = 0. 

If this complex is special the five given complexes have one line 
in common. 

64. Invariants of a system of complexes. A series of 
invariants is obtained by bordering the discriminant A of the 
equation w (q)=*0 with the coefficieuts of one or several complexes; 
this gives the invariants 

&c. 



A.- 


«n . . . die <h ' > 


&ab = 


a n . . . a 16 cii b 




(Xgi . . . Clog iig : 


a 6i •••«« <h b* 




&! ... Of | 




Ox ... a 6 
6 2 ...6 e 



We shall find the geometrical significance of the vanishing of 
these invariants; it is worth while, in the first place, to notice 
that they may be expressed in terms of the functions ft, as 
follows: understanding by Am the coefficient of a& in A, 

(Art. 18), 

A a, & x 

A as b 2 



A„»A» = 

a n ...a 16 Oi &! 


X 


A n 


A a =ft(< 
...A u 


") 


a a ...a w a 6 6 6 

O] ... Og 

ij ... 6, 


A a 




...A„0 
...0 10 
... 1 









A a, b, 
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a x 



<h 



A fl6 A» = A< 



A'A«m~ 



Now multiply the first column by — ~ , the second by — jr &c. 

and add to the seventh column, proceed similarly with the eighth 
column and we obtain 

ft (a) ft(a|6) 

ft(a|6)ft(6) 

This method applies generally and we obtain 

A*Aafc.= ft (a) ft(a|6) ft(a|c) 

ft(6|a) ft (b) ft(ftjc) 

ft(c|a) ft(c|6) ft(c) 

ft (a) ft(a|6) ft(a|c) ft(a|d) 

ft(6|a) 

ft(c,a) 

n(d\a) ft(d) 

It has been seen, (Art. 19), that if ft(a)=*0 the complex 
(cw?) = is special. 

If A aft = the complexes (cwc) = 0, (6a?) = have a special 
congruence, (Art. 54). 

If A^ = the regulus of the system of three terms formed by 
(a#) = 0, (bx) = 0, (or) = 0, degenerates into two plane pencils, 
(Art. 58). 

It will now be shown that if &abcd = 0, the two lines common to 
the system of four terms given by (a#) = 0, (foc) = 0, (ca?) = 0, 
(dx)=*0 t will coincide. 

For the conditions that the same line may be the directrix of 
a special complex both in the system of four terms and in the 
system of two terms which is in involution with it, are 

9ft (Xoj 4- fJ>j + vcj + p dj) _ 8ft ( pe { + qjj) ,. „ ... 

diXoi + vbi + vCi + pdi)- dipet + qfi) A*-i.-..°J VA 

3ft(a) 3ft(6) aft(c) 3ft(d)_ 3ft(e) 3ft(/) 

or X "^r +/i 3fcT + ^"^T +p a^r~* a*r +9 a/T ' 

together with ft (\a + /Lt6 + vc + /m?) = 0, 

n(pe + qf) = 0. 

Since the two systems are in involution the last two equations 
follow from the first six, and we have to find the (single) condition 
for the coexistence of the equations (i). 
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Multiplying by e< and by f t and adding for the six equations 
we obtain pa ( e ) + ? n (e \f) = 0, 



hence 



= 0. 



(ii). 



fl (e) n (e\f) 
il(e\f) H(/) 

But this is the condition that the system of two terms should 
have a special congruence and hence that the system of four terms 
should have its two common lines coincident Again multiplying 
the equations (i) by a iy 6 t «, c t -, and a\, adding, and eliminating 
X, fi, v, p we obtain 



ft (a) ft(a|6) ft(a|c) ft(ajd) 



= 0, or A a6cd = 0. 



il(d\a) ft(d) 

Hence either of the equations A^ = 0, ^,,^ = involves the 
coexistence of the equations (i). Thus if &at>cd = 0, the system of 
four terms has its two common lines coincident; this line then 
belongs to each system and is the directrix of the special con- 
gruence in the system of two terms. 

Complex equation of the quadric determined by a system of three 
terms. If a, 6, c and d are lines which have their two intersectors 
coincident, each line must touch the quadric containing the regulus 
to which the other three lines belong. 

If a line y touches the quadric of which one regulus consists of 
lines common to three complexes (a#) = 0, (bx) = 0, (c#) = we 
have AofceyssO ; hence the complex equation of the quadric is, if we 
use Klein coordinates, 

(a 2 ) (at) (ac) (ay) - 0. 

(6a) (6>) (6c) (by) 

(ca) (cb) (c') (cy) 

(ay) (h) (^) o 

•If five complexes A, B, C, D, E have one line in common, the 
complex in involution with them must be special, and we obtain 
equations similar to (i) which require that kabed* = 0. 

65. If five linear complexes A, B y C, D, E have two lines in 
common there exists a linear relation of the form 

X (ax) + fj, (bx) + v (ex) + p (dx) + a (ex) = ; 
for in this case any one of the complexes belongs to the system of 
four terms determined by the remaining complexes. 



74 SYSTEMS OF LINEAR COMPLEXES [CH. IV 

If five linear complexes have only one line in common no such 
linear relation exists ; hence if K and F be any other two com- 
plexes we can express K in terms of A, B, C, D, E % F or, 

(for) = X (cur) + fi (bx) 4- v (ex) + p (dx) + a (ex) + t (fx). 
If now K passes through the line common to A y B, C t D, E 
then since F is any complex it is necessary in the identity that 
t = 0, and we have between six complexes which pass through the 
same line an identity of the above form. If we suppose the 
constants X, /a, &c. to be absorbed within the brackets and call 
the contents of these brackets x 1} x* y ..., it follows that between six 
linear complexes through the same line an identity exists of the 
form 

6 

2^ = 0. 

i 

Now take any five complexes x u ... x s which have one line in 
common, and any other complex X\ we will determine the form of 
the identical relation a> (x) = when these six complexes are taken 
as coordinate complexes. 

Observe, first, that o> (x) will not contain X 2 , since X = does 
not contain the line common to x Y = 0, ... # B = 0. Hence 

5 5 5 

co (x) = % anx* + 2 £ a^XiXj + 2X 2 6 t a?< = 0. 
11 i 

Moreover since ft (6) clearly vanishes, the coefficient of X 
equated to zero is a special complex, (Art. 19), and it is seen to be 
in involution with each of the five complexes a , 1 =0, ... ff 5 =0; hence 

Z biXi = is the special complex whose directrix is the common 
i 

line of intersection of x lt . . . x 6 . Any four of the complexes #,,... # 8 
will have in common both the given line and one other line, e.g. 
for the complexes a\ % x. 2i x z , x 4 this latter line is seen to be 

X \ = X 2 = #S = X A — Of X = — gjT- #6' 

Taking each combination of four of the given five complexes 

Xj, ...x a we thus obtain five lines, through which passes the linear 

complex 

d\\X l a 7St x 2 a&E* . Qu&i . Qk x * , o v a - 

-/ — H — v— H — f — •+- — j— H — j r *A = v. 

6j o 2 o, o 4 o 6 

This complex clearly does not contain the common line of 
intersection. The complex X has so far been taken arbitrarily; 
let it be identical with the last complex, then 

«n = (hi = &u - a>u = «56  0. 
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The form which a>(x) now assumes is that proper to six 
complexes of which five pass through the same line and the sixth 
is the complex passing through the five lines of second intersection 
of each four of the preceding five complexes. 

For convenience the complex X will be called the " residual " 
of the five complexes x li ...x^. Any other sixth complex x 9 

6 

through the given line being taken, we have the identity 2 x { = 0. 

i 
To each set of five of the complexes x lt ...x t belongs one residual, 

and it will now be shown that the six residuals have one line in 

common. For, taking the five complexes x t , x s , x 4 , x Sf x 6j the five 

lines which determine the residual are 

x^ = x z = x 4 = x 5 = X a* from the complexes ar 9 , x 9i x 4 , x s ) 

x^ = x 4 = x 6 = 0, # 2 — 6« — &i, -3r = au x St x 4y # 5 , x B ; 

a^ = a; 4 ssa; 8 = 0, Xi^bi — bi, X^a^s #*, #4* #*» #•; 

x* = x 9 = x 5 = t x 4 = b 4 — b lt X = a u # 2 , x Zy x Si x 9 ; 

X 2 = X 9 = X 4 = t X = b — 6,, X = au #2> #*> #4, #6-, 

The complex through these five lines is seen to be 

By a similar process the equations of the other four residuals 
are seen to be, if a^^aa, 

6, - o a o 8 — ^2 o 4 — o 2 o 5 — o 2 

6, - 6 4 6 a - fe 4 . 63 - 64 6 5 - o 4 

Now the last five equations and the equation X = have one 
common solution, since their determinant, when X = 0, being 
skew-symmetrical of order five, is zero. Moreover these values of 
x lt x 2> x s , x 4) x a , X are coordinates of a line, since if we multiply 
the last four equations by x 2 (b v — b 2 ), x s (6 2 — 6 8 ), x 4 (6 2 — b 4 ), x 6 (b x — b 6 ) 
respectively and add, we obtain the result of putting X = in o> (x). 

Hence the six residuals have a line in common*. 

* This theorem is due to Mr J. H. Grace, see "Circles, spheres and linear 
complexes," Camb. Phil. Trans., vol. xvi., part in. (1897). 



CHAPTER V. 

RULED CUBIC AND QUARTIC SURFACES. 

66. In the present chapter is given the classification of ruled 
quartic surfaces due originally to Cremona*, but following the 
order adopted by R. Sturm f. The surfaces were dealt with in 
the first place by CayleyJ. 

A plane through a generator g of a ruled surface of degree n 
meets the surface also in a curve of degree n — 1, and g meets this 
curve in ?i — 1 points, while through each point of the ruled surface 
and hence of this curve there passes in general only one generator ; 
thus as we travel round the curve there is a generator for each 
point, g is itself the generator for one point, while for each of the 
remaining n — 2 intersections of g and the curve there are two 
generators, viz., g itself and the generator belonging to the point ; 
these n — 2 points are therefore double points of the surface ; on 
each generator there are n — 2 double points which lie on a double 
curve of the surface. 

In the case of a ruled cubic surface there is a double curve 
which must be a, straight line, because otherwise the line joining 
any two points of the double curve would meet the surface in four 
points. 

67. Ruled Cubics. For a ruled cubic the double line d 
may be either (i) a double directrix, or (ii) a generator and a single 
directrix, understanding by a directrix of a ruled surface a line 
which meets every generator. 

In the first case any section of the surface by a plane through 
a generator g consists of g and a conic c 8 ; one of the points of 
intersection of g and c 2 is, by the foregoing, a point K of d ; the 
two generators through any point P of d meet c 2 in points X and 
X' giving rise to an involution on c*, hence all the lines XX' must 
intersect in the same point 0, (Art. x.) ; thus the planes of the two 

* " Salle Buperficie gobbi di quarto grado," Bologna Accad. Sci, Mem. vin. (1868). 
+ See Liniengeometrie, Bd. i., S. 52 — 61. 
t Phil. Tram., vol 159 (1869). 



66-68] RULED CUBIC AND QUARTIC SURFACES 77 

generators through each point of d pass through 0, and hence that 
of K passes through 0, which requires that should lie on g. 
The plane PXX' cuts the surface in the lines PX, PX' and hence 
also in another line e which must meet g in ; this line e is the 
same for each plane PXX' since if two lines e passed through 
the line XOX' would meet the surface in four points; thus the 
planes of the pair of generators through each point of d form a 
pencil whose axis e is therefore a simple directrix of the surface. 
These planes are the bitangent planes of the surface. There is a 
(1,1) correspondence between ike points of e and & made by the gene- 
rators, which affords the simplest means of generating the surface. 

The second case in which d is a simple directrix is got from the 
first by the coincidence of d and e\ this surface (Cayley's) is 
obtained by establishing a (1, 1) correspondence between the 
points of a conic and a line which intersects it. 

68. Ruled Quartics. The points of any two plane sections 
of a ruled surface are connected by the generators in a (1, 1) 
correspondence, hence all plane sections of the surface have the 
same deficiency*, this is called the deficiency of the surface. 
Since the residual cubic curve of a plane section of a quartic 
surface through a generator is met by each generator, the 
deficiency of this cubic is therefore that of the surface, hence the 
deficiency of the surface is that of this cubic and is therefore unity or 
zero ; when the deficiency is unity, the plane sections of the surface 
are quartic curves with two double points, therefore there are two 
double points of the surface in any plane section ; hence the double 
curve is of the second order, and, since it is met twice by each 
generator, cannot be a conic, and must consist of two non-inter- 
secting lines dj and d?. 

Classes I. and II. correspond to this case ; there are two double 
directrices d x and c^; from each point of d x proceed two generators 
which meet d 2 , and from each point of d* proceed two generators 
which meet c^, hence d x and d 8 constitute the envelope of the 
bitangent planes of the surface ; class II. arises when d^ and d % 
coincide. 

* The "deficiency" of a plane curve of degree n is equal to a-/?, where 
a = maximum number of double points that may be possessed by a curve of degree 
n, /?= number of double points possessed by the given curve. 

The word " genus " is also used to designate this number. For proofs of the 
theorem quoted, viz., that two plane curves in (1, 1) correspondence have the same 
deficiency, see Clebsch, Vorlesungen uber Geomttrie, Bd. L, S. 458. 
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69. The surface of zero deficiency has now to be considered, 
for it the section by any plane is a quartic curve with the 
maximum number, three, of double points ; any plane section, there- 
fore, contains three double points of the surface ; the most general 
classes, viz., III. and IV., arise when the double curve is a twisted 
cubic ; from each point P of the double curve proceed two 
generators, meeting it again in the points Q and R, thus giving 
rise to an involution [2] on the double curve, and the ruled 
quartic is obtained which has already been discussed (Art. xvi.). 
If this involution [2] is cubic we have class IV. The residual 
cubic in a plane section through a generator g has one double 
point outside g. 

The generators through a point P of the double curve being 
PQ and PR, the plane PQR is a double tangent plane of the 
surface, since it contains two generators, and through the point 
P there pass three such planes, viz., those corresponding to P, Q 
and iJ, hence the developable of the bitangent planes is of the 
third class. In class IV. this bitangent developable is replaced 
by a pencil of triply tangent planes whose axis is the directrix 
of the surface. Any bitangent plane cuts out a conic; on two 
such conies c 2 and c' 2 , by means of the generators, a (1, 1) corre- 
spondence is established : conversely a (1, 1) correspondence on 
two conies in different planes gives rise to a ruled quartic ; for if 
A and B be two points in the planes of c 2 and c' 2 respectively, any 
plane through AB meets & in two points L, L' and c' 2 in two points 
M t M' and there are related to L, L by the (1, 1) correspondence 
two points N, N' on c' 2 , the pairs of points K, N' form an involution, 
hence NN' passes through a fixed point C (Art. x.); also since 
the lines MM' , NN' which pass through B and C respectively are 
in (1, 1) correspondence, the locus of their intersection is a conic 
meeting c' 2 in four points, hence four of the lines LN meet AB, 
or the locus of the lines joining corresponding points of a (1, 1) 
correspondence on c 2 and c' 2 is a ruled quartic. 

Classes V., VI. arise when the double curve consists of a conic c 2 
and a line d which must meet c 2 *: if d is a double directrix we have 
class V. ; from each point of d pass two generators which meet the 
residual conic c' 2 of a section by any bitangent plane. Hence an 

* For if not, if P is any point of the surface, since the cone (P, c 2 ) meets d in 
two points, two generators of thin cone would meet the surface in five points, i.e., 
would be generators of the surface, or through any point P of the surface there 
would pass two generators, which is impossible. 
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* 

involution is generated on c' s of such pairs of points Q and Qf ; 
therefore QQf passes through a fixed point 0, or the bitangent 
planes through the pair of generators from each point of d envelope 
a cone of vertex 0; this cone is of the second degree since through 
any line OQQf only one such bitangent plane can be drawn in 
addition to the plane of c' J ; the other set of bitangent planes, viz., 
those which contain the pair of generators through each point 
of c a , pass through d, hence in class V. the envelope of the bitangent 
planes consists of the double directrix and a quadric cone. 

We have class VI. when d is a simple directrix and also a 
generator ; each plane through the generators from a point of c 1 
is triply tangent since d is itself a generator. 

Classes VII. and VIII. arise when the double conic breaks up 
int«» two intersecting lines d' and e of which one, say e, must meet d ; 
e cannot be a directrix, for if so the surface would consist partly 
of the plane (d, e), hence e must be a double generator ; d and d' 
are double directrices and the envelope of the bitangent planes is 
formed by the three lines d, d' and e. Class VIII. is where d and 
d' come into coincidence. 

In classes IX., X., XL, XII. we have a triple line, which is a 
triple directrix (IX. and X.), a double directrix and simple 
generator (XL), a simple directrix and double generator (XII.). 
In every case one other generator lies in each plane through the 
triple line d. 

In class IX. from each point of d pass three generators, and the 
bitangent developable is of the third class ; for any given bitangent 
plane cuts the surface in a conic c 3 on which a cubic involution is 
determined by the generators from the different points of d t and, 
since the Direction Curve, (Ait. xv.), of this involution is of the 
second class, it is clear that through each point of the given plane 
there pass two bitangent planes besides the given plane. This 
species is reciprocal to IV. If the generators through each point 
of d are coplanar, class X. arises ; since here from each point of 
d only one triply tangent plane proceeds, the envelope of such 
planes must be a line. 

In class XL, in which d is a double directrix and simple 
generator, it follows by exactly the same process as in class V. 
that the envelope of the bitangent planes consists of d and a 
quadric cone. 

In class XII., in which d is a simple directrix and double 
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generator, every plane through d touches the surface three times, 
viz., once at a point on the generator in the given plane, and also 
in the points in which d is met by the two generators consecutive 
to it. 

The following Tables show the connexion of the above classi- 
fication with that given by Cremona and Cayley, and exhibit the 
special features of the different classes. 

Sturm I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI Xtl 

Cremona 11 12 1724 5 6 893 10 

Cayley 14 10 87 2 593 6 

In the next Table the general twisted cubic is denoted by A?, 

the developable of the third class by o*, the general conic by c a , 

the quadric cone by k 2 . 

I II III IV V VI VII 

Double Curve d+d' d+d IP & <P+d <*+d d+d+e 

Bitangent \ d ^ rf+rf ^ d+d + d ^+ d d + d+d d+d+e 

Developable J 

VIII IX X XI XII 

Double Curve d+d+e d+d+d d+d+d d+d+d d+d+d 

Bitangent 1 d d ^ d'+d'+d <*+<* d+d+d 

Developable J 

70. Ruled Surfaces whose deficiency is zero. A good 
illustration of the use of the Klein coordinates is afforded by 
Voss's classification by analysis of ruled quartics whose deficiency 
is zero. 

The coordinates of a generator of a ruled quartic belonging to 
class III., or to the sub-varieties IV. — XII., may be expressed in 
terms of one parameter, as has been shown by Voss*, of whose 
method we now proceed to give an account. 

If every section of a ruled surface of degree n possesses the 

maximum number, viz., - ' , of double points, the coordi- 
nates of each point of such a section are expressible as rational 
integral functions, of degree n, of one variable. 

Since by means of the generators a (1, 1) correspondence is 
established between pairs of points of any two given sections, it 
follows that the coordinates Xi of any generator are expressible as 
rational functions of one parameter \, and since in general a line 
meets n generators of the surface we may write 

p . Xi = <f>i (\), 
* "Zur Theorie der windschiefen Flachen," Math. Annalen, Bd. vm. 
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where the functions </> are rational, integral and of degree n 
in X. 

The Bank of the surface (i.e. the degree of the tangent cone 
of any point) is 2 (n — 1); for since any tangent line y of the surface 
meets two consecutive generators x and x + dx we have (yx) = 0, 
(ydx) = 0, or 

<y*>= ' (^) =0; 

the result of eliminating X between these equations is of degree 
2 (ft — 1) in y, say F(y)=*0, and supposing y to pass through a 
given point P, the equation F (y) = is the equation of the tangent 
cone from P to the surface, which is thus seen to be of degree 
2 (n — 1). This result shows that the surface must contain a 

^ 1 . 71 — 2 

double curve of order — *> , for if 8 is the order of the 

double curve, since any plane ir through P meets F(y) = in 
2(n — 1) lines, there are 2(n — 1) tangents to the surface in the 
pencil (P, tt), hence 

2(w-l) = n(n-l)-28, 



, ., n — 1 .n — 2 
hence o = ^ . 

If the parameters of two generators x and x which meet (in 
a point of the double curve) are X and X', since 

(a») = 0, (*'>) = 0, (**') = 0, 
it follows that 

2{^(X)-^ < (X / )) 8 = 0. 

This last equation may be divided by (X — X') 2 , and the equation 
connecting the parameters of two generators meeting on the double 
curve is of the form 

*(X,V) = (I.) 

This equation is of degree n — 2 in X and X', thus each generator 
is met by n — 2 other generators, and hence meets the double curve 
in n — 2 points. The equation (i) will be called the ' equation of 
the double curve.' If in it we write X = X' we obtain an equation 
of degree 2 (n — 2) in X corresponding to generators each of which 
is intersected by a consecutive generator ; such a generator is said 
to be singular. 

J. 6 



82 RULED CUBIC AND QUARTIC SURFACES [CH, V 

71. Ruled cubics. For a ruled cubic we have 

p . Xi = Oi + X6 t - + \*Ci + X 8 d<, 
and since (x*) = 0, it follows that 

(a 8 ) « (a6) - (d 8 ) - (rfc) - (P) + 2 (ac) « (c 8 ) + 2 (6d) = (ad) + (6c) = 0. 
The equation -^ (X, V) = is here 

(6 8 ) + 2 (6c) (X + V) + (c 8 ) XX' = 0. 
There are two singular generators given by the equation 

(6 8 ) + 4 (6c) X -f (c 8 ) X 8 = 0, 
if 4(6c) 8 ^(6 8 )(c 8 ). 

The quantity X may be so chosen that X = 0, X = x correspond to 
the two singular generators; in this case we have (6 8 ) = ((?) = (), 
hence (ac) = (bd) = 0. The equation yfr = reduces to X + X' = 0. 
From the equations 

(a*) - (6 8 ) = (c 8 ) = (d 8 ) = (ac) - (6d) = (a6) = (cd) = 0, 

it appears that the lines a i} 6 t -, c t -, d* are edges of a tetrahedron in 
which a, d and 6, c are opposite. 

Also since p . a?< = a t - + c<X 8 + X (bi + d*X 8 ) with the condition 
(ad) + (6c) = 0, it is clear that the lines a* + c»X 8 , 6< + d^X 8 
intersect, therefore x meets the line of intersection 7 of the 
planes (a, c) and (6, d). The generator x' which meets x is 
obtained by changing the sign of X (since X + X' = 0), hence 
x and x intersect upon the line 7, which is therefore the 
double directrix of the surface; the single directrix being the 
intersection of the planes (a, 6) and (c, d). 

If 4 (6c) 8 =s (6 8 ) (c 8 ) the singular generators coincide. Taking 
zero as the value of X which gives the singular generator we must 
have (6 8 ) = (be) = ; and ijr = becomes XX' = 0, that is, each 
generator meets the single generator and no other. This gives 
Cayley's ruled cubic. 

72. Ruled quartlcs of zero deficiency. For a ruled 
quartic of this species we have 

p.Xi=*Oi + bi\ + Ci\ f + d*X 8 4- c»X 4 , 

with the conditions 

= (a 8 ) = (a6) - (e 8 ) - (de) = 2 (ac) + (6 8 ) = 2 (ce) + (d 8 ) 

= (ad) + (6c) = (be) + (cd) = 2 (ae) + (c 8 ) + 2 (6d). 

The quartic belongs in general to one linear complex (yx) = 
whose coefficients are determined by the equations 

(ya) = (76) = (ye) = (yd) = (ye) = 0. 



71r-72] 



RULED CUBIC AND QUARTIC SURFACES 



83 



The double curve is of the third degree, its equation is 

(ac) + (dd) (X + X') + (ae) (X + \J + (bd) XX' 

+ (be) XX' (X + V) + (ce) X 2 X' 2 = (II.) 

There are four singular generators; if X be so chosen that 
X = 0, X = oo give two of them, we have the additional equations 
(ac) = (ce) = 0, and therefore (ft 2 ) = (d 2 ) = 0. 

If the linear complex (7a?) = is general, we have class III. 
The complex is special when, (Art. 64), 

(a 2 ) (ab) (ac) (ad) (ae) 



= 0. 



(ab) 


m 


(be) 


(bd) 


(be) 


(ac) 


(be) 


(C) 


(cd) 


(ce) 


(ad) 


(bd) 


(cd) 


(<P) 


(de) 


(ae) 


(be) 


(ce) 


(de) 


(«*) 



By aid of the equations connecting the constants, the last 
equation is seen to reduce to 

(bd) {(ad) (be) - (ae) (bd)} {2 (ad) (be) + (c 2 ) (ae)} = ; 

while the equation of the double curve breaks into two factors, if 

(bd) [(ad) (be) - (ae) (bd)} = 0. 
There are thus two cases to be considered : 

(i) (6d) = 0, here X + X' = is a factor of the equation of 
the double curve, which breaks up into a conic c 2 , and a line 7 
meeting c 2 , 7 is the directrix of the special complex. 

If a? and x' are a pair of generators for which X + X' = 0, we have 

p.Xi = ai + &iX + CjX 2 + di\* + ^X 4 , 
p' . x( = Oi — b{\ + c<X 2 — dfX* + e*X 4 ; 
hence p . a? t - — p' .x/ = 2X (b t + X 2 di) ; 

therefore a line of the pencil (x, x') is a line of the pencil (6, d), 

i.e. t the plane (x, x') passes through 

the fixed point (6, d). The figure 

shows the relative positions of the 

lines a, 6, d, e, 7 and it is clear 

that x, x' meet on 7 while their 

plane passes through (6, d). In this 

case, therefore, the double curve 

consists of c 2 and 7, and the bitan- 

gent developable consists of 7 and 

a quadric cone whose vertex is the 

point (6, d) ; the surface belongs to 

class V. 




Fig. 4. 



6—2 



84 RULED CUBIC AND QUARTIC 8URFACES [CH. V 

(ii) If (ad) (be) — (ae) (bd) = 0, the equation of the double 
curve breaks up into two equations of the form 

X + X' = 4, £+» = £; 
where A and B are constants. 
In this case, since 



p.x i -p'.x i ' = (\-\'){b i + Ci(\ + \') + d i (\ + \' -XX') 

+ ecX + V (X + X'" - 2XX')}, 

for the lines x, x' which meet upon the curve corresponding to 
X + X' = -4, we have 

pXi — p' . xl = (X — X') (di + XX'&), 

where the cu and fti are constants, and must therefore be the 
coordinates of two intersecting lines. Similarly, since 

p . Xi = X 4 {e{ + difi + cm* + biff + o</a 4 }, 
where X./tt = l, it is clear that 

<r.Xi — <r'.Xi=z(fj,-p') {di + C{/j. + p +bi(fi + fi' — p.p!) 

+ GtyA + p! (p, + /a' -2/a/k')}, 
hence for the lines a?, x' which meet upon the curve corresponding 
to p. + p! = B, we have as before 

a . 4f - a' . «/ = (p. - /) (a/ H- /x/*'ft') ; 

so that, as in the case (6d) = 0, the plane of the two generators 
through a point of 7 passes through a fixed point, and we have 
again the class V. 

In the next place if 2 (ad) (be) + (c 2 ) (ae) = 0, the complex 
(yx) = is special, but the equation of the double curve does 
not factorize ; hence we have the two following cases : 

(i) 7 is a simple directrix of the surface, and therefore does 
not form part of the double curve which is the general twisted 
cubic ; and since 7 meets all generators, it meets those which 
intersect, hence the envelope of the bitangent planes is the line 7 
taken triply; this gives class IV. 

(ii) 7 constitutes the double curve, and the bitangent develop- 
able is a surface of the third class ; this gives class IX. 

In (i) there are three generators in each plane through y> 
in (ii) three generators meet in each point of 7. 

Ifyis itself a generator, let X = represent it, and then since 7 
meets each generator, we have 

(a 2 ) = (ab) = (ac) = (ad) = (ae) = 0, 
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and by reference to the equation (II.) of the double curve, it is 
clear that two singular generators now coincide with a (or 7). As 
before we take X = 00 to represent one of the two other singular 
generators, in which case we have (ce) = 0. 

The equation of the double curve is here 

(bd) + (be) (X + V ) = 0. 

There are two cases : (i) the generators which meet in a point 
of the double curve lie in a plane with a, the bitangent develop- 
able consists of the line a taken triply, and the double curve 
breaks up into a and a conic c 8 , which gives class VI. ; or, (ii) the 
generators meet in a point of a which constitutes the double 
curve and the bitangent developable consists of a together with 
a quadric cone, which is class XL 

It has been seen that the surface belongs in general to one 
linear complex ; if however, there exist six linear relations of the 
form 

Adi + Bbi + Oct + Ddi + jEe<«= 0, 

the surface will belong to an infinite number of linear complexes. 

The double curve consists of the two lines 7, 7', which are 
given by 

(7 s ) = (7a) = (76) = (yc) - (yd) = 0. 

In the present case the surface may have a double generator, 
viz. when two distinct values of X give rise to the same generator ; 
as before we may take the values X = and \ = oo as relating 
to it; the generator x is then given by 

p . Xi — cbi + b{\ + CfV + di\* + Oi\ 4 , 

and the linear relation is then ai = e,-. 

From the identity (x*) = 0, we have the system of equations 

(a 2 ) = (ab) - (ad) = (cd) = (be) = (6 s ) + 2 (ac) = (c a ) + 2 (bd) 

= (d 9 ) + 2(ac) = 0. 

The equation of the double curve, which factorizes, is 

(ac) + (bd) XV + (ac) X 2 X' 2 = 0. 

This gives class VII. 

There are two subvarieties in which the lines 7, y coincide ; 
one arises when (bdf = 4 (acf t in which case the double curve 
becomes 

XX' = 1, 
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hence for two generators x, x' which intersect, we have 

p . Xi = a* + bik •+ C{\ 2 + di\* + Oik 4 , 

p . x{ = o$\ 4 + bi\* + Cik* + ctiK + at ; 

hence p.Xi — p'. xl = (\ — X s ) (6 t - — d»), 

the generators x, x\ therefore, intersect upon the line 6< — d^and 
lie in the same plane with it. The double curve consists of the 
double generator a, and two indefinitely near lines 6 f — d». This 
gives class VIII. 

The second subvariety occurs when (ac) = 0, we then have 

(a 8 ) = (ab) = (ac) = (ad) = (6 2 ) = (d?) = (cd) = (be) = 0. 

The lines a, b, d all belong to the complex (c#) = 0, while 
a meets both b and d\ to the same complex belong the lines 7, y t 
which' must therefore both coincide with a. This is the class 
which has a double generator in coincidence witn two indefinitely 
near directrices, i.e. class XII. * 

Finally, ,the surface may belong to an infinite number of linear 
complexes and not possess a double generator ; of the two lines 
7, y one is a triple and the other a single directrix; this gives 
class X. 
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THE QUADRATIC COMPLEX. 

73. When the equation of the complex, f(x) = 0, is of the 
:*et ond degree in the coordinates, the complex is called quadratic. 
Bi the same reasoning as that employed in Chapter II., it is seen 
that the lines of the complex through any point form a quadric 
cuie, and that the lines of the complex in any plane envelope * 
a. curve of the second class. 

The general quadratic expression in six variables involves 
"1 terms, but, by means of the identical relation o>(#) = 0, it 
Jay be deprived of one of its terms without loss of generality; 
m> that the quadratic complex is seen to involve 1& constants. 

It will be sho«-~ ; ~ ObopW XL that f(x) and <o (x) can, in 
u*.«ai, uc Drought by the san* e linear transformation to the 

I' 

» 

and #i 2 + #« 2 + ^ i ^# 4 a + #j> a + #e 8 , respectively*. 

This canonical form of the equation of the quadratic complex 
will be generally used in the present chapter. With this form 
of equation it is clear that if x belongs to the complex, so also do 
the 31 lines associated with a?, (Art. 14) ; hence the polars of the 
lines of a quadratic complex (\x*) =•• 0, for a fundamental linear 
complex, belong to (\x*) = 0. 

This is a characteristic property of the fundamental complexes 
of f{x) ; for if i, or (Ix) = 0, is a linear complex such that the 
polar line x, with regard to L, of any line x of the quadratic com- 
plex f(x) = 0, also belongs to /(#) = 0, then, taking <o(x) = (x*\ 



forms 



p.xj ' = Xi + alit where a = — - 



2(lx) 



(*) 



(Art. 20), 



* The complexes x { which appear in He canonical form may be called the funda- 
mental complexes oif(x)-0. 
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if f(x*) = 0, we • have 

/(*) + 0-^,^ + ^/(0 = 0; 
and, since f(x) «■ 0, 

If the last equation holds for every line x of /(#)=*0, i 

sv««-**v ^ n a 4- ^* 



V 



follows that 



d £ = «-k, (i=l,2,...6). 



These equations determine six values of /c, and hence six lityeat 
complexes which have the required property. The equations 
serve, therefore, to determine the fundamental complexes of any 
quadratic complex f(x) = 0, (#*) = 0, where f(x) is general in form. 

Any given quadratic complex C 2 , or /(#) = 0, possesses iwo 
lines in every plane pencil {A, a) of space, viz. the intersection 
of the plane a with the complex cone of A (or the tangents from A 
to the complex conic of a). In any regulus A, B t C there are four 
lines of C a , viz. those determined by the equations 

(ax) = 0, (bx) = 0, (ex) = 0, f(x) = 0, }<o (x) = 0. 
74 The tangent linear complex. The linear complex 






i 

w 



is called a polar complex of ^' for the lme x * 5 if x belongs to G* 
it is seen th*»t \\iu complex contains x, and every line x + das of C % 
consecutive to x, since 

(*|) = ( (*<fc)=0,(|<*r) = 0: 

the complex is then called a tangent linear complex of C\ 

On any line x of C a a correlation is established between its 
points X and its planes u> such that u is the plane whose complex 
curve has X for point of contact with x t while u is at the same 
time the tangent plane along x to the complex cone of X. Hence 
the pencils (X, u) belong to every tangent* linear complex of x, so 
that each of these oo ! complexes determines 'on x the foregoing 
correlation. 

* u (as) is here taken as (x 2 ) ; for the general form of w (x) the polar complex is 

^ / df dw\ A 
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The special complexes of (i) are given by the equation 
which, since x belongs to (7*, reduces to 

lience in general the two directrices coincide with x. 

75. Singular points and planes of the complex. It 

will now be shown that the complex cones of the points of a 
certain surface <P 1 break up into pairs of planes, the complex lines 
of such a point therefore consisting of two plane pencils ; while 
4ihe complex conies of the tangent planes of a surface 4> 2 break up 
into pairs of points, so that the complex lines in such a plane form 
two pencils. 

Let x be any line of C*, it will be shown that the complex 
cones of four points on x break up into pairs of planes ; for if 
x + fia is one line of a pencil which belongs wholly to (7*, the 

following conditions must be satisfied, viz. 

dm 
f(x + pui) = 0, for all values of /a, while 2a f ^~ = 0. 

This gives the following four equations : 

/(•).<>, 20,^ = 0, /(a) = 0, So^-O. 



If now a be that Tineof the pencil which meets any given 

*\ 

line b 9 2a* ~r = 0, and the coordinates of a satisfy the four 
obi 

equations 

Sl|-0,2-ig-0.S«,g-0 l /(a)-a 

Hence the lines a are those common to a regulus, said the 
complex (7 s , and are therefore four in number ; we shall denote 
them by a 1 , a n , a m , a iy . It has therefore been shown that on 
every line x of C % there are four points A l9 A 2 , A St A A called 
singular points, whose complex cones break up into a pair of planes ; 
since this is true in general for each of the oo 8 lines of (7 a , the 
locus of such points is a surface of the fourth degree which we 
may denote by <P 2 . 

Again in each of these four planes (x, of) since there exists 
one pencil of complex lines there must also be a second, i.e. the 
complex conic in each plane consists of a pair of pencils ; hence, 
through any line x of (7 a we can draw four planes fi u /9„ fj $ , /3 it 



\ 



7 
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called singular planes, for each of which the complex conic breaks 
up into two pencils; the envelope of these planes is therefore a 
surface of the fourth class which we may denote by <E> 2 . It will 
shortly be shown that the surfaces 4> 2 and <E> 2 are identical. 

76. Singular Lines. No two of the four lines a i will in 
general intersect, since they belong to the same regulus ; if they 
do intersect, so that for instance A l and A 2 coincide or fii and fi% 
coincide, the regulus must break up into two plane pencils, for 
which the condition is that the discriminant of 



\ db{ dxi dxj 



should be zero (Art. 59). 

If to (x) = 2# 2 , this condition becomes that the discriminant of 



should vanish or that 



1 { xbi+ 4i+ vx <f 



SfSLj =0, since (bx) ^0*. 




Fig. 5. 
In this case the lines a which satisfy the equations (ax) = 0, 
(a * )=0, (a6) = consist of the two pencils 

(i) that which has (x f -J-) for its plane, and its centre 
on b\ 

(ii) that which has (x, ^-) for its centre, and its plane 
through b. 

* For the general form of ta(z) the condition is that Q (~ ]=0. 
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The lines a 1 , a 11 ; a 111 , a IY are the complex lines of these 
respective pencils. Thus two of the singular points A, say A Sl A Ai 
come into coincidence and also two of the planes /3, e.g. fii and /3 2 ; 
so that we have on x the singular points A, A lt A» and through x 
the singular planes 9 3 , @ A . 

A line x of C 2 for which ^ is a line, thus touches 4>j at the 

ox 

point A, or f x t *- j , and is the intersection of the plane-pair of 
A ; it meets 3> a in two other points A ly A 2 which form the point- 
pair for the tangent plane 0, or (x, -^-j of 3> 2 . Such a line is 
called a singular line of C\ 

m 

Taking 2X^ = as the equation of C 2 , the singular lines are 
given by the equations 

2KiW* = 0, l\iW = 0. 

77. Singular points and planes of any line. On any line 
I let its points of intersection with ^ be A u A 2 , A 3 , A 4y and let 
the tangent planes through it to 3> 2 be lt 2i &*, ft ; let the point- 
pair of fii be B l9 B-l and their join b ly &c. ; let the plane-pair of A l 
be a u a/ and their intersection Oj, &c. Then it is clear that the 
eight singular planes a meet the four lines 6 in the points B % e.g. 
the plane a x meets the plane (l> 6j) in a line through A l which 
belongs to C 2 and hence must pass through B x or 2?/, since all 
lines of G 2 in (I, b^ pass through one of these points. 

Thus through each point Bi there pass four planes a and 
through Bi the other four planes a; similarly in each plane a 
there lie four points B ; so that if we take three pairs of planes 
a i> a \\ «,> <**') a *> a * they exactly determine the eight points B; 
let the notation of these points be determined as follows : — 

B l = (a/o.as), ft^fao/a,), ft = (ai<W), ft = (aia*<*s). 

ft' = (<*!<«,'), ft' = («/<W), ft' = («iW« 3 ), ft' = («/«* V). 

Then it is easily seen that the only possible remaining arrange- 
ment by fours of the points B> so that no three of them are in any 
of these six planes a lt ... a 3 ', is 

(ftftftft'), (5/jBa'ft'ft). 

Calling these planes a 4 and a/, we have the following arrange- 
ment of the points B and planes a : 
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«i = (-B/i &2> B%> -84)1 «/ — (-Bi> -82'* B*\ -B/)» 

«a = (-B lf J3 a ', 5,, jB 4 ), Oj' = (jB/, i? 2 , i? 8 ', 2?/), 

«s = (A, B 2 , jB,', J9J, a,' = (BisBt, B 9t B 4 ') 9 
a, - (B lf 5 2 , 5„ £/), a/ - (5/, 5,', £,', 5 4 ). 

Now consider the tetrahedron whose vertices are B x B % BzB^ ; 
the planes joining I to its vertices are respectively fi lt fi t9 &, ft; 
and 

the plane through B % B 9 'B 4 ' is a,', which meets J in -4,; 



» » -*^l -*^8 ■»- , 4 » ~1 > » » 



)> 


BiBiBj „ a/, 


>» 


BiB^Bj „ 04, 




5iJ9 2 jB 8 ' „ a,, 



» >» ^^i^^a-*- r 4 » «*«> >» » 



»> f> x^i^-r2" fc '8 l> "•fl) » l» 






hence, by von Staudt's theorem, (Art. 12), 

(fin ft> fin* ft) = (^2, A u A if A s ) = (A l9 A*, ii 8 , A A ). 

From this result the identity of the surfaces ^ and <E> 2 follows 
immediately, for if I touches 3> 1? i.e. if two of the points A coincide 
two of the planes ft must also coincide, i.e. I touches 4> s , and 
conversely; hence <I\ and 4> 2 have the same tangent lines and 
must therefore be identical. The surface 3>, with which ^ and 
3> 2 coincide, is known as the Singular Surface of the complex. 

78. The identity of the surfaces 4^ and $ 8 a ^ 80 follows from the fact, that 
if x is a singular line of C\ the plane (#, X.r), or «•, touches at P the locus 
of the point (x, \x), or P; for take any point P' consecutive to P y the 
singular line corresponding to P' being x+dx, then since 2X^,^=0, it 
follows that the four lines x, \x> x+dx, \(x+dx) form a twisted quadri- 
lateral, so that if the distance PF is of the first order of small quantities, the 
distance of P from «• is of the second order, i.e. «■ touches the locus of P 
at P*. 

79. Polar Lines. If P be any point on a line I, ir any 
plane through I, and u the fourth harmonic to I arid the two 
complex lines of the pencil (P, ir\ these complex lines must be 

I + fiu and I — fj.u ; 

expressing that they belong to (7 a , whose equation we take in the 
form (\a?) = 0, we have 

(\Z 2 ) + /a* (\u*) = 0, (\lu) = 0, (lu) = 0. 

* The identity of the surfaces $, and $ 2 was shown by Pasch, Ueber die Brenn- 
flachen der Strahlentysteme und die Singularitdtenfi&ehen der Complexe ; Crelle, 
Bd. 76, S. 156. 
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The first equation gives the values of /* for which I + /iu and 
I — fiu are complex lines, the second equation states that u belongs 
to the complex (\&r) = 0, hence since u meets I it must also meet 
I', the polar of I for the last complex (Art. 24), that is, it meets 

U - K\il u where k = ^~~^ . 

But for different positions of P, all the lines u in tt pass 
through the pole of I for the complex conic of tt, so that V must 
pass through this pole. 

Hence we have the following theorem, the locus of the poles of 
I with reference to the complex conies of planes through I is a 
straight line V t called the polar of I with respect to C 2 . 

The coordinates of V were seen to be k - tfX^, where 

,_2(XZ 2 ). 
* " (X 8 P) ' 

so that if I belongs to (7*, k = 0, and V coincides with I. If both 
(Xi a ) and (\H*) are zero, any line of the pencil (I, XZ) is polar to L 

If lis situated in the plane at infinity, the planes through I are 
parallel to each other and we deduce the result that the locus of 
the centres of the complex couics in a system of parallel planes is 
a straight line, which is called a diameter of the complex. 

Considering again the system of singular points and planes 
connected with any line I (Art. 77), each of the lines a and b is 
singular and satisfies the equations 

(\^) = 0, (XV) = 0, (lx) = Q, (l\x) = 0; 

from the last two equations we deduce that 

2&i(2i— *X(Zj)«0 

is an equation satisfied by each of the lines a and b, hence the 
eight lines a and b meet both I and its polar I for C\ 

Referring to the table of Art. 77, it is seen that jB/ and B 2 lie 
on both a x and a 2 ', hence BiB 2 (which meets b x and £> 2 ), meets 
Oi and a^\ similarly B X B^ meets a x and a 2 , so that the lines a ly a,, 
b Jt b % being met by I, I', B^B 2 and I^jBj', lie on the same regains. 
Consider the linear complex K determined by a lf &ij a*, b % as 
pairs of polar lines (Art. 31) ; then in K the polar of a, is b Sf for 
ai contains the lines B 2 'B Z , B{B Z which meet a*, b % ; Oj, b x respec- 
tively, hence its pole is jB„ and a, contains jBi-B 8 '> B 3 B 9 \ hence its 
pole is 2? 8 '> i-e> a* and b 3 are polar lines; similarly a A and 6 4 are 
polar lines in K. 
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It is clear, therefore, that for K the polar plane of A x is fi lf of 
A* is #2, of A t is fi 9 and of -4 4 is /8 4 , whence we again see that 

(^,^,^,.4,) = (&,&, ft, ft). 

There are three other such linear complexes K\ K", K'" ; 

in K' the pairs of lines 04, 6, ; a 2 , b x ; ©3, 6 4 ; a 4 , 6 3 are polar 

...AT" «i, & S J a s»^iJ ^j^J a 4> ^2 

...tf'" «p t 4 J a 4> 6 i J «8» 6 sJ ^j^ 

The points u^, 4 2 , 4 S , -4 4 have for polar planes in these four complexes 
the planes 

011 02» 03> 04 J 021 01» 04> 03 * 03> 04> 01 » 0« i 04V03> 02» 01> 

respectively, which shows that the four complexes are mutually in involution. 

80. The singular lines of the complex of the second 
and third orders. It has been shown that the lines which 
satisfy the equations 

belong to C a and touch the surface <I>, the singular surface 
of C\ 

The point at which x touches 3> was seen to be the intersection 

of the lines x and -^ , the plane of these lines being the tangent 

plane at the point. Taking for / its Canonical form these 
equations are 

(Xa?) = 0, (XV) = 0. 

The singular lines thus form a congruence of the fourth class 
and fourth order, i.e. through any point there pass four lines of 
the congruence and any plane contains four of its lines, which 
are touched by the complex conic of the plane. 

The complex conies in the pencil of planes through a singular 
line x touch x in its point of contact with 3>. For a tangent linear 

complex T of a singular line, being 2y t - (~- +f*Xi] = 0, is special, 
and its directrix belongs to the pencil (x t ^-), so that the point 

(x f ~- J is the pole in T for any plane through x ; but the pole of 

such a plane is the intersection of x and x + dx, the latter line 
being common to T and C\ i.e. the point of contact of x with the 



\ 



\ 
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complex curve in the plane, hence all these points of contact 
coincide with (x, f-\ . 

If in addition to the equations of Arts. 75, 76 which give the 
singular lines, viz. 

/(«) = (), («.)-0, (ag)=0, 2(|)' = 0, /(.)-0, 

we have also f ( -£- J = 0, it is clear that one value of a is 

df 

~-+/luc, so that one of the points A ly A 2 must coincide with A, 

or one of the pencils of complex lines in f) is (A, (i), and the plane 
ft coincides with ft so that we have two points A on x, viz. A and 
A x ; and two planes /3 through x, viz. fi and ft; while the lines a lI K 
a ul coincide. Thus x meets 3> in three consecutive points, i.e. is a 
principal tangent to <I>, and all the lines (A, /3) are complex 
lines. A curve on 4> is thus obtained whose tangents are singular 
lines of C* and principal tangents of 3> ; at each point of this 
curve all the tangent lines of 4> belong to C 2 . 

In any plane the complex conic touches the four singular lines 
of the plane and has apart from them 2.4.3 — 2.4 = 16 common 
tangents with the section of <I> by the plane. Each of these 
16 lines touches 4> and is not a singular line of C 2 , hence its point 
of contact is a point of the above curve ; thus any plane meets 
this curve in 16 points, i.e. the curve is of the order 16. 

Lines whose coordinates satisfy the equations 

(Xc») = 0, (XV) « 0, (XV) = 0, 
are termed singular lines of the second ordei* (Segre). 

If in addition to the foregoing conditions we have 

where y is ^- , it is easy to see that 2 (-z-j ^) = 0, or, every 

line of (A, ft) is singular ; for since 



it follows that 



df(* + py) ^df(x) df(y) 
d(x + py) dx By ' 



\d{xi + pyi)} \dxj P dxidyi P \dyj 

= 0, if *-g. 
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It is clear that ~- is a line which meets y, and also x, since 

(x ^=(y^L\ = 2 (y*) = 0. Therefore the lines x, y, |- are either 
coplanar or concurrent; in the former case, any line of the complex 
which lies in the plane being of the form x+py + <r^ -, we have 

/(* + W + *g"Q==0, t.e. *Y (§£)-<>, hence <r = 0. 

It follows that all the complex lines in the plane (x, y) belong to 
the pencil (x, y); hence A x coincides with A, and x meets Q> in 
four consecutive points. 

If z is any line of the pencil (x, y), since z is a singular line, it 
touches <J> at its point of intersection with ~ ; hence z touches 4> 

at two distinct points, viz. (a?, y) and ( s, ^ J ; this being true for 

each line of the pencil (x 9 y\ it follows that the plane (x, y) is a 
singular tangent plane of <J>, t.e. it touches <J> along a conic. 

In the case for which x, y, £- are concurrent, it is similarly 

seen that their point of concurrence is a double point of 4>, and all 
the complex lines through this point lie in the plane (x, y) t while 
the four tangent planes to <J> through x come into coincidence. 

It will be shown (Art. 82), that <£> possesses 16 singular 
tangent planes and 16 double points. 

Taking the equation of the complex as being (\x*) — 0, the 
lines given by the equations 

(Xit 8 ) = 0, (XW) = 0, (X»a») = 0, 

are the tangents of the principal tangent curve previously deter- 
mined ; if \x is itself a singular line, we have (\ A x*) = ; these 
four equations determine 32 lines, so that 16 of them are tangents 
to the (conic) sections of 4> by its singular tangent planes ; if x be 
one of these lines in such a plane <r, the lines x t \x, \ 2 x lie in a, 
and all the lines of C* in a consist of the pencil (x, \x); 16 of 
these lines are generators of the tangent cones at double points 
D of <I> ; at such a point D the lines x, \x, \*x concur, and all the 
complex lines through D consist of the pencil (x t Xx). 

Lines of this kind are called singular lines of the third order 
(Segre). 
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81. The complex in Pliicker coordinates. If in the 

canonical form of the equation of the complex, we transform to 
coordinates p t * by using one of the 15 transformations, (Art. 29), 

Xi=Pi2 + Pu> i** = Pn-Pu &C> 
it takes the form 

ku (piS + J>34 2 ) + J™ ( JPis* + pJ) + K (Pi* 8 + p*?) 

+ 2dp M p u + 2epnpv + 2fp u p* = 0, 

and a quadratic complex may be brought to this form in 15 

way8 ' L ^  

A quadratic complex whose equation is y*^ ^%^ 



+ 2^12^34 + * PitPn + ZfPuPn = <>» 

may be brought to the preceding form, for since the coordinates of any point 
are, as usual, the ratios of the perpendiculars from the point on the faces of 
the tetrahedron of reference to the perpendiculars from a fixed point E on 
those faces, if we take a point E' for which 

_L from E' on face a, - 

— 5 = ' =m,, &c. ; 

xfrom^. a x " ' 

it is easy to see that a line whose Pliicker coordinates are p a with reference 
to the former system, are p'a with reference to the latter, where Pik^^i^kP'ik- 
The quantities m may now be chosen so that 

o u f?i 1 2 wi 2 2 =a3 4 m3*m 4 2 , a li m 1 i m 3 *=a Ai m i 2 m A 2 , ^m^m^—a^m^m^ ; 

and on substituting for p& the resulting equation is of the required form. 

82. The singular surface. It has been shown that <J> is 
the locus of points of intersection of x and Xx, where x is a 
singular line of C 2 ; let y be the coordinates of such a point, a the 
point at infinity on x, and ft the point at infinity on \x, we have 
then 

yA« 8 - y*\ai + y*\a< - yA «s = ? (yi A - ySx + y* A - y< A), 

and five similar equations, p being a factor of proportionality 
which is the same for the six equations. 

Also ajttj + OsO, + 03a, + a 4 a t = 0, 

Oi A + a, A + <h A + a* A = 0, 

where the quantities a are connected with the tetrahedron of 
reference. Eliminating the quantities a and p/3 from these 
equations we obtain as the equation of <J>, 

J. 7 
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This determinant is divisible by ((hVi + c^ya + (hy* + ^y*) 2 * after 
division by it is effected, the expanded form of the equation is 

(X^X, - \\\ 5 ) (Iff + (XA.X, - X,X 4 X B ) (y x a - y 2 * - y,* + yff 
+ (XxX 4 X 8 - \,\,X 6 ) (y^ - y 2 * + y,« - y*f 

+ (X^X, - WK) (yf + y 2 ' - y, a - y 4 a )» 
+ 4 (XjXaX, - X 4 X 5 X«) (yiy s - y^Y + 4 (X 1 X 5 X 6 - X 2 X,X 4 ) (y Y y % - y s y 4 )» 
+ 4 (X,X 4 X 5 - X^Xe) (y,y 4 - y.ys) 8 + 4 (X^X, - X 8 X 4 X 6 ) (y 2 y, + y x y 4 Y 
+ 4 (X,X 5 Xe - X 1 X 2 X 4 ) (y 2 y 4 + y^,) 2 + 4 (X,X,X 4 - X^X,) (y^+yzytf. 

Finally writing 

\l — A^ = (L*i , Xj -h A 2 = flj , 

X 8 -X 4 = 6 1 , X s + X 4 = 6 2 , 

Xg — X 6 = Ci, X 9 + X 6 = c 2 , 

a 1 6 1 c 1 = JL, 

«i{6i 2 +c 1 a -(6 2 -c 2 ) a } = 2J9, 

6i{c 1 s + a 1 a -(c 2 -o 2 ) 3 }=2G, 

c 1 {a 1 * + 6 1 *-(a 2 -& 2 ) 2 } = 2A 

«i a (6 a - Ca) + V (ci-a*)* c? (a, - 6 2 ) + (6 2 - c*){c % - aj)(a*-b^ = - 2E; 

the equation of the singular surface assumes the form 
AZyf + 25 ( yi a y 2 a + y z *y?) + 2C (yW + yfy?) + 2/) (y^ + y 2 a y, a ) 

+ 4Ey 1 y,y>y A = Q (I). 

It is easily verified, that between the coefficients of this 
equation the following relation exists: 

A(A* + E*-B i -C i -D*) + 2BCD = (II). 

No other relation holds between A, B, C, D t E. 

This surface may be shown to possess 16 double points ; for, 

the equations to be satisfied by the coordinates of such a point 

are 

Ay? + Vl (By? + Cy? + Dy*) + Ey t y a y t = 0, | 

Ay? + y> (By? + Oy? + Dy?) + Ey x y t y^ = 0, 

Ay? + y» (By,' + Oy? + Dy?) + Ey iyi y t = 0, 

Ay? + y 4 (By? + (V + Dy?) + tfy.^y, = 0. 



v 



.(III). 
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We notice that if there is one solution (a^er,^), of these 
equations, there are 15 others, viz. (a^oti^a,), (a^a^a^, (a 4 a,a j a 1 ), 
together with the solutions got from any one of these four by 
taking any two of the coordinates negatively. (See Art. 14.) 

To find the condition that a point can be found whose co- 
ordinates yi satisfy the four equations (III), we observe that, writing 
p = — E yiy*y t yA* we obtain from them 

(A + B) <y,» + yj) + (C+D) <*» + y 4 «) - p *£-& , 

yi y« 

(C + D) <tf + **) + (A+B) (tf + y?) = p 2£±£ ', 

ys y* 

whence 

(A+B y + ^-(C + D)^ P (A + B)^- + ^Ly j 

similarly 

(A + B)* + E*-(C + Df A+B 

0r (A-By + E*-(C-Dy + A-B~ ' 

which gives 

A(A' + E*-B 2 -C*-D*) + 2BCD = Q; 

and this condition has been seen to be satisfied. 

Moreover if we write 

B=A cos 0^ C—A cos 2 , D—Acos0 3 
the identical relation between the constants becomes 

fE\ % 

~\A ) =s ^+^ C0S ^1 COS ^2 COS ^3 ~~ C0S * ^1 "" COs2 ^2 "" COs2 ^3> 

and it is easily verified that one solution of equations (III) is 

Qi 2 : af : o 3 8 : a^= - sin * : sin (* - t ) : sin (* — 2 ) '• s * n (* ~ ^s)» 
where 2* = Y + 2 + ^s* 

The equation (I) of the singular surface can also be obtained, by 
expressing the equation (Xtf 2 ) = in terms of Pllicker coordinates, 
(Art. 81), and then finding the condition that the complex cone of 
the point y should be a pair of planes. 

The complex equation of Art. 81 when expressed in terms of 
the coordinates 7T& (Art. 4) has precisely the same form, viz., 

+ 2d7T34 7r 12 + 2e7T 42 7r 13 + 2fir a ir u = 0- 

From this it follows that the singular surface, being the en- 
velope of planes whose complex-conies break up into point-pairs, 

7—2 • 
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will have exactly the same form of equation in plane- as in 
point-coordinates, so that 4> must have 16 singular tangent planes. 
The quartic surface which has 16 double points and 16 singular 
tangent planes is known as Kummer's surface. It should be 
noticed that the coordinates of the 16 double points are the same 
as those of the 16 singular tangent planes and form a system 
already discussed, (Art. 14), so that through each double point 
there pass six singular tangent planes and in each singular tangent 
plane there are six double points which lie on the (conic) section 
of the surface by the plane. 

The polar line w'<fc of any line p a> with regard to the quadric 2Of£< 2 =0, is 
given by the equations 

ir'a-^i^kPiki (Art. 46). 

Hence it follows that if p^ belongs to the complex C % , or 

« (P\2 % +#**) + h CPl3 2 +^42 2 ) + <* (Pi* +P&) + 2c fo tPu + 2 «/>l jrf>42 + *fPnPa - 0, 

its polar with regard to any one of the quadrics 

also belongs to C 2 . 

The polar ir' tt of a line /> tt , for the quadric 

is given by the equations, 

ir'u=a 2 p Uy n\ 3 = aBp i2i ir'u^afipn, 

1r M"-0 2 / , M» Ir «"" a 0/ , 13> n'n—aPPui 
hence it is clear that if pa belongs to C\ its polar line with regard to any one 
of the quadrics 

fi&-&f4=o, &&-&&-<* &&-&&-Q. 

also belongs to C*. 

These ten quadrics, which occur in the equation of the singular surface of 
(7*, are the fundamental quadrics connected with the fundamental linear 
complexes, (Art 61). 

83. Double tangents. The line y whose coordinates are 
X,a?i + fiXi where x is a singular line, is a tangent to <I> at the 
point (x, \x); and similarly each of the 32 lines ± (\iXi + fixt) is 
such a tangent to 4>. If one of these 32 lines y belongs to a. 
fundamental complex so do all the others. If (P, ir) is one of 
these; 32 pencils, 15 centres of pencils and 16 planes of pencils 
belong to the closed system determined by P, 15 of the planes 
and 16 of the centres belong to the system determined by ir. 
Join P to the poles P x . . .P 6 of the fundamental complexes in 7r> 
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these poles belong to the closed system determined by ir\ the line 
PiPy since it belongs to the complex <r, = is common to the 
pencil cpntre P and the pencil centre P it thus P { P touches <I> at 
Pi, and therefore is a double tangent to <&. Hence through any 
point of <I> we .can draw six double tangents to <!>, each of which 
belongs to a fundamental complex. 

This may also be seen analytically ; for, if the pencils (x, \x), 
(x\ Xotf) have a common line, we have 

\Xi + fJUCi = p (kite/ + VXi\ 

whence in general x and x are the same line, unless (i, = v = — \ it 
and #* = #'*, except for k=*i, when #* = — x{ t and the common line 
of the two pencils belongs to the fundamental complex (7 t -; this 
bitangent line therefore belongs to the two complexes 

for since y< = ; y k = (A* - A*) x kl 

therefore 2 _ y \ = 2 (X* - \<) x k * = tXiXf - \i%x* = 0. 

k A* — A* i x 

There are thus six congruences to which bitangent lines 
belong, viz. those obtained by giving to i the successive values 
1, ... 6. Hence, the double tangents form six congruences of the 
second order and class, a fact also deducible from consideration 
of the 28 bitangents of an arbitrary plane section of <I>, which 
consist of the 16 intersections of this plane with the 16 singular 
tangent planes, and 12 others which pass in pairs through the 
poles of the plane with regard to the fundamental complexes. 
Hence the double tangents of a Rummer's surface form six con- 
gruences of the second order and class, and each congruence belongs 
to one fundamental complex. 

84. A Kummer's Surface and one singular line determine one C*. 

Id a closed system of 16 points and planes, two of the planes intersect in a line 
containing two points of the system ; if two such planes are a and /3 and two 
such points A and B, we have six planes of the system through A and six 
planes through B, (including in each case a and £); this leaves six planes 
of the system ; hence there are six points on AB through which three planes 
of the system pass. 

Now taking any tangent line of * as a singular line of the complex to be 
determined, we know at the same time 31 other singular lines, the singular 
point and plane for each singular line being also determined, and we have 
two closed systems of 16 points and planes. 

If P be the point of intersection of three planes of one system, we know 
six complex lines for P, viz. the joins of P to the points A l and A iy the centres 
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of the pencils in each of the three planes ; hence the complex cone of P is 
determined. On the intersection of two planes of one of these closed systems 
there are six such points P, therefore the complex conic of any plane through 
the line is determined and therefore the complex cone of any point of the 
line. 

Lastly, any arbitrary plane meets all the 120 lines of intersection of the 16 
planes of either system, and hence we know 240 tangents in this plane, and 
therefore the complex conic of this arbitrary plane. 

It follows that a Eummer surface is the singular surface for oo l quadratic 
complexes, viz. those thus determined by the pencil of tangent lines at any 
point ; hence a Kummer surface contains 18 constants. 

There are two quadratic complexes which contain a given line touching 4 
at a point P, viz. the complexes determined by the principal tangents at P 
(Art. 80). If the Kummer surface * and one line x be given, we can construct 
four complexes which contain the line and have * for singular surface ; for 
draw through x one of the four tangent planes a to *, and let x meet * in the 
points A 1 A 2 A 3 A i ; one of these points is a singular point for a, so that if is 
the point of contact of this plane with *, the singular line through must 
pass through one of the points A\ thus taking in succession 0A V 0A % , OA 99 
0A 4 &8 singular lines, we can by the preceding method construct four complexes 
which contain x. x 

85. The lingular surface ifl a general Kummer Surface. 

The general Kummer surface* is the most general quartic surface 
which possesses 16 nodes, and it will now be shown that the 
equation of such a surface is reducible to the form (I) of Art. 82. 

The enveloping cone of a surface with 16 double points whose 

vertex is a double point, is of the sixth degree; if one of the 

double points Si be joined to another £,', two tangent planes of 

the tangent cone to the surface at 8/ pass through S x Si t hence 

SiSi is a double edge of the enveloping cone whose vertex is S lt so 

that this enveloping cone has 15 double edges; but an irreducible 

5x4 
cone of the sixth degree can have only - , i.e. 10, double edges, 

hence each of the enveloping cones whose vertices are double 
points of the surface breaks up into six planes ; each such plane 
touches the surface along a curve which is necessarily a conic. 
Therefore through each point 8 there pass six singular tangent 
planes and through each pair of points S pass two singular tangent 
planes. A singular plane a through a point S is met by the five 
other planes a through S in five lines on each of which a second 
point 8 lies, therefore in each plane a- there are six points S t 

* This surface was investigated by Kummer in papers published in the Monatt- 
beriehte der Akademie zu Berlin (1864), and the Abhandlungen der Akademie (1866). 
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(which lie on a conic). Through each of the 15 joins of the 
points S in a plane a passes one other plane <r, hence there are 16 
planes a. 

A consequence of the above arrangement is that on the inter- 
section of any two planes a there lie two points S. 

Two planes a contain 10 points S of which two are common to 
them, and through one or other of two points 8 pass 10 planes a ; 
let #, and x t be two singular planes and x t one of the six planes 
which do not pass through the points S on the intersection of x l 
and x 2 ; take x ly x 2f x 9 as coordinate planes, then on each of the 
edges A 4 A ly A 4 A 2 , A 4 A 8 lie two pairs of points $ and taking in 
each of these planes one other point of their conic of contact with 
the surface we obtain nine points through which can be described 
one quadric ¥ which contains these three conies. 

It follows that the equation of the surface must have the 
form ¥*— 16Kx 1 x 2 x 9 x 4 ^0 (I.), 

and of which, therefore, x 4 is a plane a. 

Taking for V the most general quadric, we may write, 

¥ = xf + x 3 * + x 9 * + # 4 a + 2a M ff 1 d? a + 2a 94 x t x 4 

+ 2a li x 1 x 3 + 2a i4 x i x 4 + 2a l4 x 1 x 4 -f 2a M #,# s ; 

in each edge of the tetrahedron of reference there lie a pair of 

points S, for instance, in the edge 

A S A 4 there are the points S Mi tf M 

whose coordinates are (0, 0, a M , 1), 

(0, 0, a' M , 1) respectively, where 

a*, a' u are the values of x s /x 4 

determined from the equation 




a* 2 + a? 4 a + 2a„x t x 4 = ; 
hence o^ . a' u = 1. 

Through the line S u S n there 
passes a singular plane a in 
addition to the plane a lt and the 
line of intersection of a and a, K * 6# 

contains two singular points, which therefore lie in A x A t and A X A 4 
respectively, say the points S' M , S 14 , hence 

= 0, x.e.y a' w . Ob . Om = 0| 4 (i). 



a'„ 


1 











On 


1 











«u 


1 


a>< 








1 
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The singular plane through S M S" a , (distinct from a x ) f must pass 
through jS'u*, therefore 

a / u- a a.«M = a / M (ii)« 

It is clear that neither singular plane through S u S n can meet 
the edges A % A S , A Y A A in singular points, (for the singular plane 
through 8 M 8 n passes through 5' u , &c); expressing that such a 
plane through £ M /S U meets A x A t9 A A A % in singular points, which 
may be designated &'„, 8^, we have again, 

0L 1I .a M .a 4i = a li (iii). 

From (i), (ii), and (iii) it follows that 
either a u = o^, a 18 = «<,, ot^ = o« ; 

or, a u + «34 = « u + a^ = a 14 + Oa = 0. 

The first set of equations require that 

the second that a^ 4- du = (hs 4 <hi — <hi + o^ = 0, 
but, by changing the sign of #i, it is seen that there is no real 
difference in form of the equation of the surface in the two cases. 
The equation of the surface is therefore seen to be 

fa* 4- xf + x s * + x? 4- 2a 12 (a\x^ 4- x 9 x 4 ) 4- 2a M (a^as, + x 2 x 4 ) 

4 2a 14 (a?!^ 4- x 3 x z )}* = 162£a^avr,a? 4 f. . .(II.). 
By changing to a new tetrahedron of reference, the equation of 
the surface now arrived at, can be brought to the form (I) of Art. 82; 
for introducing the new coordinate system given by the equations 

*i = *iyi + <**y* + o*y« + ouy 4 , 
«s = <**yi + «iy* + **y% + ««y4, 

«4 = «## + <*%y* + a*y* + *iy* ; 

* For if it passed through & 1S , (and therefore through S' 14 ), we should have, 

similarly, 

tt n- a »-°84~ o/ i4l 
whence from (i) o^' = 1, since a la . a' 12 = a a . a'^ = a^ . a' ]4 = 1 . 

But if a 84 s =l, then a M = ±1, and the points £ M , 5' M would coincide; hence* 

expressing that S My S'^, S' ia , S' u are coplanar, we have 

a 'lJ* '23' a S4 = a 'l4' 

t To determine K we observe that the equations which give the double points 

are 

* (a*! + a 1 ,*, + a u x 8 + a M * 4 ) - 4Jfo 2 ae,x 4 =0 f 
together with three similar equations; and, excluding the twelve double points 
which lie upon the coordinate planes, the coordinates of the remaining four double 
points satisfy the equations 

*i* + *i faia^a + a n x % + ^14*4) * •JKx 1 x i z 9 x 4 =sQ t &c. 
But these equations become identical with equations (III) of Art. 82, if we replace 
x i by yf ; hence from the result there given it follows that 

JT=a ia s + a 1 , a +a 14 s -2a 1 ,a 1 ,a !4 - 1. 
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it is easily seen that each of the expressions 

x? 4- xf 4- x* 4* a?* 8 , x x x % 4* x % x Ai x x x % 4- x^x At x x x 4 4- x^x t 

is linearly expressible in terms of four functions of the y t - of this 
form; hence 

+ 25, (y,y, 4- y t y A ) + 2(7! (y x y 4 4- y a y s ). 

The equation of the surface now assumes the form 

V - 16JT ' (o 1 y 1 + day, + a 8 y 8 4 a 4 y 4 ) (ajy, 4- . . .) («,# + . . .) (ouyi + • - 

= (III.). 

Lastly take (a,, a a , a 8 , a*) to be the coordinates of a double 
point of the surface which does not lie on ¥ = 0, then writing 

L = («iOa + «,a 4 ) («i«s + ****) («i«4 + «■«■)» 
we obtain {¥ (a)}*— 16^. 2«i 8 .8i = 0; and expressing that the 
four equations to determine the double points of the surface are 
satisfied by the point a iy we have 

W(a) (a, 4 A^ + 2U + G*) - 16JT. 8Z |a x + a, _|^_^ 



+ a »o7Tn,^ + a 4 



= 0, 



2 (a, a, 4- c^a 4 ) 4 2 (a x a 4 4 a*a,) 

with three similar equations ; these four linear equations to deter- 

K'L 

mine A lf B lt C u and ^rj-y are seen to be satisfied by 



2(a 1 a a ^-a 8 a 4 ) , 2 (<*!«,+ a.^)' 2 (a a 0^4-0^)' 

¥(a) = 42a i a = 32JT.Z. 

From equation (III) all such terms as yi 8 y a , y^y^y* disappear, 

since the coefficient of yi 8 y a = 4/A x = ; and the 

a i a *4-cts0t 4 

coefficient of 

yi*y a y» = *G + % A & - w L— itt + (*«• + «*«») Stfl - o. 

Hence the equation of the Rummer surface, when referred to 
this system of coordinates, has the form 

^ (y, 4 + y a 4 + y 8 4 + y 4 4 ) 4- 25 (y,V 4 yfy!) 4 2C(y L *y 9 > + y a J y 4 8 ) 

+ 22) (y, a y 4 2 4- yfyj) 4 lEy iy% y t y< = 0. 

86. The Complex Surfkcet of Plucker. The lines of 
C* which lie in any plane envelope a conic ; taking all the planes 
of a pencil through any line I these conies form a surface, the 
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Complex Surface of Pliicker*. This surface may be regarded 
either as the locus of points of intersection of consecutive tangents 
in these planes, i.e. the locus of points whose complex cones touch I, 
or as the envelope of the tangent planes of the complex cones of 
the points of I. If P is the point of, contact of a tangent line of 
the surface which meets I in Q, the tangent plane at P to the 
surface is the tangent plane along PQ of the complex cone of Q. 

If A and B are two given points on I, and u, v the lines joining 
a point P of the surface to A and B respectively, on substituting 
u + pv for x in (Xx 2 ) = the quadratic in fi must have equal 
roots, whence we derive the equation of the Pliicker surface as 
being 

(Xu*) (Xv 8 ) - (Xwvy = ; 

this is of the fourth degree in the coordinates of P. In like 
manner if a and ft are two given planes through Z, and u, v the 
coordinates of the lines of intersection of a tangent plane it with 
a and £ respectively, the equation of the surface is similarly seen 
to be of the same form and is therefore of the fourth class. 

The equation (Xu 2 ) = represents the complex cone of A, 
(XiP) «= the complex cone of B, while (Xuv) = gives the locus of 
points P such that the lines PA, PB are harmonic to the complex 
lines of the pencil (P, APB); for the lines harmonic to u and v 
being u + fiv, u — fiv, if the latter are complex lines we have 

whence (\uv) = is the required locus. 

The complex cone of any point on AB is 

(Xw s ) + 2fi (\uv) + p? (Xi>») = ; 

it is clear that, for all values of fi, this cone passes through the 
eight points of intersection of the quadrics 

(Xw s ) - 0, (\uv) - 0, (\v*) = 0. 

These points are double points of the complex surface and 
consist of the eight singular points B of Art. 77. Reciprocally, 
the complex conies of the planes through I touch the same eight 
planes (the planes a of Art. 77). 

\ 1 Since any line which meets I intersects the surface in two 
other points only, it follows that I is a double line of the complex 
surface ; the tangent planes of the surface at any point Q of I are 
the two tangent planes through I to the complex cone of Q. 

* Neue Oeometrie des Raumes, Bd. i. S. 168. These surfaces are called meridian 
surfaces by Plucker. 
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The lines of C 2 which meet any two lines I, l\ determine upon 
them a (2, 2) correspondence. If V meets the complex surface of 
I in P', then P' is seen to be a branch point for the points of I', 
hence if V meets the complex surface of I in P/, P 2 ', P,', P/ and 
I meets the complex surface of V in P lf P 4 , P 8 , P 4 we have 
(Art. xvii), 

(p„ p„ p„ p 4 )=(p I / , p,', p,', p;>. 

Singularities of the surface. The eight singular points of C* 
which lie in the four singular planes through I are double points 
of the surface ; they are given by the equations (Xu*) = 0, (Xuv) = 0, 
(Xv 8 ) = 0. If a? is the singular line of C 2 which joins a corre- 
sponding pair of these singular points it is a simple line of the 
surface ; for if u and v are the lines joining any point P of x to A 
and B we have 

therefore, 

a (Xo?tt) = (Xa 8 ) + p (Xuv), a (Turn) = (Xuu) + p (A.v s ), 

» 

and since the line \x meets both u and v t (\xu) = 0, (\xv) = 0, 

we have 

(Xm 2 ) 4- /> (Xuv) = (Xuv) 4- /> (Xv*) = 0, 

and therefore, (Xu*) (Xv*) — (Xuv) 8 = 0, is., P lies on the surface. 

The plane (I, x) is a stationary tangent plane along x ; for any 
line in the plane touches the surface where it meets x. 

The relative positions of the double points of the surface have 
been already seen (Art. 77). 

The complex surface of any line I passes through the double 

points of the singular surface of C* and touches its singular 

tangent planes; for if x is the singular line of the third order 

(Art. 80), which passes through a double point I), then the lines 

x, Xx, X*x intersect in D, and the lines AD and BD will be given 

by the equations 

m = pX{ + fiXiXi 4- vXfxi, 

V{ = axi + p'XiXi + v'Xfxi, 
whence 

(Xu % ) = v* ( W), (Xv*) - v H (XV), Xuv = w/ (XV) ; 

therefore (Xu 1 ) (Xv*) — (Xuv)* = 0, hence D lies on the surface ; the 
second result is similarly proved. 

Special complex surfaces. Modifications of the form of the 
complex surface will arise when I has special relations to C\ 
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(i) If I belongs to C a , it touches every complex conic in 
planes through I, which thus becomes a cuspidal line of the 
surface; since the pairs of tangent planes through I to the 
complex cones of the points of I here coalesce. There are only 
four double points of the surface outside I. 

(ii) If I touches <I>, let A be the point of contact of I with 
<I> and a 2 the singular line of C* which touches <I> at A ; then if v 
is any line through B in the plane (Z, Oj), since {Xa^v) — 0, it 
follows that the surface (\uv) = contains the line a^ ; moreover 
(Xw 8 ) = 0, representing the complex cone of A, consists of two 
planes a, a' intersecting in a,; hence the complex surface is of 
the form 

(\v*) era' = (a$ + a' V y, 

which shows that c^ is a double line of the surface. 

Two of the tangent planes to <& through I coincide with 
(Z, g^), hence there are four double points of the surface outside I ; 
denote them by B u BJ ; B 2 , 2? a ', where B x Bf and B 2 B* meet Z; 
B t A and B Y 'A are lines of C*, hence the planes (B Xt aO, (2?/, a^) 
are the plane-pair for A ; similarly (B 9 , a a ), (B 2 \ a^) are also the 
plane-pair for A, hence the joins of two pairs of points B meet a^\ 
thus B 1 B l f B 2 BJ form a twisted quadrilateral of which one pair of 
opposite sides meet I and one pair meet a^. 

The tangent plane along each side of this quadrilateral is 
stationary. 

(iii) If I is a double tangent to <&, the singular lines a^ and a* 
at its points of contact are each double lines of the surface, which 
has thus three double lines. The surface is ruled, for any plane 
through a, meets the surface in a conic having for a double point 
its point of intersection with a^ ; i.e., the conic is a pair of lines. 
There are no double points outside the double lines. The surface, 
having two double directrices and a double generator, I, belongs 
to class VII. of ruled quartics. 

(iv) If I lies in a singular tangent plane a of <P, all complex 
lines in a pass through the same point of the section of <& by a 
(Art. 80), and all are singular lines ; if A and B are the points 
where I meets this section, then denoting OA and OB by 6 and 
c, \b meets b in A and \c meets c in B, hence 

(\lb) = 0, (Klc) = ; 
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and expressing that all lines of the pencil (0, a) are singular lines 
we have 

(X6 f ) - (xbc) = (Xc f ) = (V6 S ) = (\*bc) = (XV) - 0. 

Let d and d' be any two lines through A and B respectively, 
then 

(X&d) = 0, (Xcd') = 0, 

and we have for u and v coordinates given by 

Ui = pk + xbi + vdi, 

V{ = p'li + KCi + v'di, 

where p = is the equation of the plane (6d) &c. (Art. 13), thus 
v = and j/ = are each the equation of the plane a. 

We obtain, rejecting terms which vanish by aid of the above 
relations, 

(Xu») = />* (\l*) + 1^ (Xd a ) 4- 2pv (\ld), 

(W) = p'* (XZ 9 ) 4- v* (Xd'») + 2/o V (XW), 

(Xuv) = w>' (XZ a ) + vv {\dd') + **' (kbd') 
+ *'i/ (Xcd) + pv (\ld') + />'i/ (X/d). 

Thus from the equation (\u 2 ) (Xv*) — (Xtw) a = 0, the factor v 
may be removed, and the resulting cubic surface is seen to have 
I, b t and c for simple lines. There are no double lines. 

87. Normal form of the equation of a quadratic 
complex. The equation of a quadratic complex may be 
written in the form 

F(p) = On, , a p u 9 4- 2(^8, u p u p M + 2^, u p 12 Pis + • • • = ; 

and since the sign of p& is changed if its suffixes are interchanged, 
it follows that if in a coefficient a^,^ two suffixes of a pair are 
interchanged, the sign of the coefficient is changed ; if the change 
is effected in both pairs of suffixes the sign is unaltered, i.e. 

We may therefore write i^(p) = in the symbolic form 

(ouPii + «uPu + awPis + civpu + a u p u + a n p a y = . . .(i), 

where && . a# = a&iji, it being understood that each symbolic 
coefficient a# changes its sign if its suffixes are interchanged. 

The complex 2X^^ = becomes in terms of the p& 

i 

(X, - Xa) (p 12 * +p u *) + . . . + 2 (\ + X s ) p 1% p„ + . . . « ; 

6 6 

now the given complex is also represented by XX&f + p^&f^O, 
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« 

but this indeterminateness of the X* may be removed by assuming 

6 . * . . 

that S\i = 0, and on this understanding the symbolic equation (i) 
i 

is the square of a special linear complex, i.e. one for which 

since a lf . a* = ^i + \, &c * 

This is termed by Clebschf the Normal form of the equation 
of the complex. 

The symbolic expressions && may be replaced by others 

<»!, a a , a„ a A \ b lt 6 2 , 6„ 6 4 , 

such th at a»* = a^ — a* &»• , 

since, by this substitution, 

«u«84 + aij042 + awOas = («i^a — oA) («A — <*A) + ... + ...= 0, 

while, also, the condition of the «# changing sign jvith interchange 
of their suffixes is observed. 

The equation of the complex now assumes the form 

{2 (aih-a k bi) pa}* = 0, 

or, if pa = #iy* - *ky» 

{aj> y - ayb x y = 0. 

Regarding the symbolic quantities a it bi as coordinates of two 

planes we may introduce new symbolic quantities a*, /3i regarded 

as coordinates of two points on the line of intersection of these 

planes, so that 

aA - aA «= p (a,/S 4 - aj3t) t &c. 

and the equation of the complex becomes 

= {(<*,& - ct&) (# 8 y 4 - x&) +...}• = 



«1 


A 


*i yi 


<*2 


A 


#» y 2 


<*S 


A 


#* y* 


«4 


A 


^4 y* 



or, as it is usually written, 

(apxy)* = 0. 

88. Complex equation of a quadric. The quadratic 
complex which consists of the tangents of a quadric, or ¥ — 0, 
(Art. 46), is a special case, for which the symbolic form of 

* A corresponding result holds for a complex of any degree, see Chapter XVII. 
t "Ueber die Pltickerschen Complexe," Math. Ann. 11. See also Waelsch, "Zur 
Invariantentheorie der Lin iengeome trie," Math. Ann. xxxvn. 
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equation may easily be found directly; for if (So^)* = 0, or as 
it is usually written af = 0, is the symbolic form of the equation 

of the quadric 

aufc f + 2a M £ 1 £ 1 + ...«0 f 

so that Oik — <k . Q> k ; 

the points in which the line joining any two points X, Y meets 
the quadric are determined by substituting Xi + XF t - for & in the 
equation af = 0, giving 

a x + 2Xa x a Y + \ % a T 9 = 0. 
If these values of X are equal we have 

a x • a Y — ( a x • a y) % = ; 

if now we employ a second set of symbols a/, so that a$* = a$'*, the 
last equation is seen to be equivalent to 

a x* • a Y* + a r • a x* *" 2 ( a x • a r) ( a x' • a r) = 0, 
or, = (a x . ay - a F . a z ')* = {2 (a { a k - aaa/)^*}* ; 

which is the required symbolic form of the equation ¥ = 0. If 
U and V are two planes through the line (X, Y), the last equation 
is, writing 7r u for p^ y &c, 

> (aa UVy - 0. 

89. Harmonic Complex. The assemblage of lines which 
meet any two given quadrics a? = 0, b£ = in points which form a 
harmonic range is a complex, usually called the Harmonic complex, 
whose equation is readily found by the symbolic method ; for the 
condition that the roots of 

a x % + 2Xajc . a r + X s a F 3 = 0, 

b x * + 2fjJ> x . by + n*b Y % = 0, 

should be harmonic is known to be 

a x *.bT* + ar*.b x *-2(a x .ar)(b x .b r ) = 0; 

i.e. (a x .b r -a r .b x y = 0, or, {Z(a i b k -a k b i )p ik }* = 0. 

If the complex equation of af = be ¥ = 0, it is at once seen 
that the harmonic complex has the form 

for ¥ = has been seen to be 

1 (ai<i k - akOiYpy? + 22 (ai<i k - a k a/) {a h a{ - <W);><*/>a* = 0, 
or, 2 (ouakk - av?)pv? + 2S (a^au - a^a^p^pKi = 0, 
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while the equation of the harmonic complex is 
2 (oabuc + a^bu - 2a £fc 6 ifc )jp a; 2 

+ 22 (aabu + aubih - aabth — akkb^PikPM = 0. 

When the quadrics are referred to their common self-conjugate 
tetrahedron the equation of the harmonic complex is 

2 {oabja, + atkbidpa* = 0. 

90. Symbolic form of the equation of a quadric in plane 

coordinates. The symbolic form of the discriminant of the 

conic 

On^H- 2a 12 # 1 jr 9 + ... = 0, is known to be (aa'a")**; 

and the coordinates of the points of the section of the quadric 
a/ = by the plane Ui are obtained by substituting 

a; f = K x yi + K 9 2i + K s Wi in (*** = (), 
and giving to K u K^, K 9 all values consistent with the equation 

(JSr i a y + iT l a s + Z l a w ) > «0 (i), 

provided that y> z and w are three points on the plane v*. 

The quantities K u K 2t K 3 may therefore be considered as 
coordinates of the points of a conic which are connected with 
those of the section of a^ = by w< in a (1, 1) correspondence. 

Hence if this section has a double point the discriminant of (i) 
is zero and 

* For writing a <k =a i .a k =a i ' . a k ' = aj r . a k " 

and substituting respectively in the three rows of 

| a n a w <hs 
^ % °a 
an a>a a* 



we obtain 



«i <**<** 



n 



«i 









II 



it 



it 



bnt since it is a matter of indifference in what order the substitutions are applied 
we obtain also 



«i «!% 



II 









s \ = -*!**** 



a 



a 



a, 



a 



«i 



ii 



<*1 <*3 <*j 



proceeding similarly it is clear that the discriminant has as its symbolic form 






a* 



«*' 






<h Oa a, 



See Clebsch, Vorlemngen fiber Geometric, i. 8. 268. 
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a, 



a. 



a 



to 



Oy a z a w 



= 0; 



. <ht a* a w 

it is easy to see that the last equation is, by the definition of the 
points y, z, w, equivalent to the following : 
Oj a? a, a 4 



«i 



<h a*' 



it 



Oj a, 



// 



a. 



// 



a, 



n 



= 0, or, (a, a', a", u) 8 = 0. 



M, M, ttj M< 

Since the section of the surface by any of its tangent plants 
has a double point, the last equation is that of the surface in plane 
coordinates. 

91. Pliicker surface! and singular surface of the com- 
plex. Referring to the symbolic form of the equation of the 
complex, viz. (a x b y - a y 6J* = 0, if the point x be given, this 
equation represents the complex cone of the point x ; it may be 
represented by y y * = 0, where 7* = a^bi — b x Oi, and hence y x = 0. 

It was seen that if the line of intersection of the planes U, V 
touches this cone, (7, y, U, F)* = 0; hence the equation of the 
Plucker surface for this line is 

(ajki-aib., a x %' -alb*', U, F)' = 0. 

Now the equation (a, a', a", u) % — gives the planes whose 
sections of a x = have a double point ; applying this to the cone 
7„* = the equation (7, y\ 7", u)* = gives such planes for the cone; 
for points not on the singular surface the only planes of this 
description are those through the point x, i.e. those for which 
u x = ; hence (7, 7', 7" uf = M . uj, where M cannot contain u. 
If & is a point on the singular surface the section of the cone by 
every plane has a double point, since the cone consists of a pair of 
planes ; so that in the case of all such points x we have M = 0, 
which is therefore the equation of the singular surface. 

To determine the form of M we observe that 

(% 7'. y"> u ) = («■* - fe * a > y » 7" u ) = a * ( b > 7 » y"> u ) - b * ( a > v* y"> u \ 

But it is easy to verify that 
a x (b, 7, 7", u) - b x (a, 7, 7", u) 

= y m " (a, 6, 7', u) - y x (a, 6, 7", u) - U* (a, 6, 7, 7") ; 
and since y x = 0, y x = 0, we have 

a x (b, y\ 7", u) - b x (a, 7', 7", u) = - u* (a, 6, 7', 7"), 

hence (7, y> y", uf - (a, 6, 7, ff . ^ 

The equation of the singular surface is therefore 

(a, b, a x '.fc'-a'.&*', a/ . 6" - V . a!J = 0. 
j. 8 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SPECIAL VARIETIES OF THE QUADRATIC COMPLEX. 

92. The Tetrahedral Complex. Id illustration of thfe 
theory of the quadratic complex, some special varieties of this com- 
plex will now be discussed. We begin with one of peculiar interest, 
the Tetrahedral Complex*; it is composed of the liifes which 
meet the faces of a given tetrahedron in four points whose Double 
Ratio is constant; this Double Ratio is then, by the Theorem of 
von Staudt, (Art. 12), equal to that of the four planes through 
the line and the corresponding vertices of the tetrahedron. To 
this complex belong the lines of the four sheaves whose centres 
are the vertices of the tetrahedron ; for since three of the points 
in which a line meets the faces of the tetrahedroji come into 
coincidence at a vertex the fourth point of the given DR. may 
have any position in the face opposite to this vertex ; for a similar 
reason, any line in the face of the tetrahedron belongs to the 
complex, and it follows that the complex cone of any point passes 
through the vertices of the tetrahedron, and the complex curve in 
every plane touches each face of the tetrahedron ; again, the lines 
of the complex in a given plane, being those which meet four 
given lines in a constant D.R., envelope a conic, and in any plane 
pencil there are two lines of the complex, which must therefore 
be quadratic. 

The singular planes of the complex consist of the sheaves of 
planes through the vertices of the tetrahedron ; for in a plane ir 
through a vertex Ai the section of the sheaf of lines (Ai) by ir 

* This complex was first investigated by Binet from a dynamical standpoint, 
"M&noire but la thforie des axes conjug6es et des momens d'inertie des corps/' 
t Journal de V&cole poly tech., T. ix. (1813). For an elegant application of the pro- 
perties, of this complex see Schonflies, Geometrische Bewegung. Beye, Qeometrie 
der Lage, arranged and extended the various known properties of the complex, 
which is usually connected with his name ; to him is due the method of formation 
by points in two collinear spaces, (second method). 

A historical account of this complex will be found in Lie and Schefifers, 
BerUhnmgstransformationcn, Bd. I. S. 320. 
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for any <*J° t * le complex, hence the remaining complex lines in ir 
tities,Vt^ a P lane P^* 1 - 

pass th Y &M$Mlar points of the complex consist of the points of 
three «es of ithe tetrahedron ; the complex cone of a point P in 
i&kauace Of opjtesite t6 Ai consists partly of the pencil (P, a*) and 
partly of another pencil of lines whose plane must pass through 
A^ There are therefore three sots of ao J plane pencils belonging 
to the complex, viz. those which have either (i) their centres at a 
vertex of the tetrahedron, or (ii) their ptanes a face of the tetra- 
hedron, or (iii) their centres in a face of the tetrahedron and their 
planes through the opposite vertex of the tetrahedron ; these 
pencils include all the lines of the complex. 

A tetrahedral complex is determined by it* « fundamental" 
tetrahedron and by one of its lines or by the Double Ratio of the 
complex; since the fundamental tetrahedron may bo* chosen in 
oo u ways, there are ao 13 tetrahedral complexes. 

93. Equation of the tetrahedral complex. From Art 12* 
it is seen that the equation of a tetrahedral complex in Pluckor 

coordinates is 2^^* = constant, or, 

Apnp* + Bp u p« + Cp 14 p M = 0. 
The fonn of this equation suggests a method of construction of 
the complex, which may be easily verified ; viz. the complex is the 
locus of lines which meet a pair of corresponding lines of two 
projective plane pencils. 

For take the centres A and B of the given pencils as two 
vertices of the tetrahedron of reference, and the united points 
C, 1) of the projective rows determined by the pencils on the line 
of intersection of their planes, as the two other vertices of this 
tetrahedron ; then if AD and AC have coordinates a* and b iki any 
line of one of the given pencils is a + jib, similarly if C& aud d# 
are coordinates of BG and BD, any line of the other pencil is 
c 4- vd ; and from the correspondence of the lines of the pencils 
there must exist an equation of the form 

fiv + A/jL 4- Bv — k = 0. 

* Or directly as follows :— If the line' joining the points & and rf t meets the 
planes a x =Q, b x =0, c x =0, d*=0 in points whose double ratio is given, we have 

(H)(^)/(K)c:-.<:H"-°'- 

faking the given planes as coordinate planes the equation of the complex follows, 

it once. s 

8—2 
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This relation simplifies, since ft == 0, v = oo , gives a pair f 
sponding lines; hence 2?=0; similarly 4=0, and the' 

becomes At „ = ifc. r^ 

Now if a line whose coordinates are p* meets eagfc of thes 

corresponding lines ^/ 

o> (p | a)* +/aw (f1^— 0, ' 

o> (p I o) + i>a> (p | d) = 0, 

or, a>(p\a)o>(p\c) = k<0(p\b)a>(p\d); 

but in w (p | a) the only term is p m since all the coordinates 0& are 
zero except o, 4 , whi^h is unity; similarly ft»(jp|c)=jp 14 , &c, and 
we have as the equation of the locus of p 

PnPu^kpuPn, 
i.e. a tetrahedn*l complex. 

This result is shown by Hirst and Sturm f as follows: — let 

(A, {}) an<* (B> a ) be the two given pencils, C and D being the 

point? given as above; then if two corresponding lines of the 

pencils meet CD in X^ and X 2 , and if a? is a line which meets this 

pair of lines, x {ABCD) = (Zj x% CD) 

In the same manner if y is any other line which meets a pair 
of corresponding lines of the two pencils, 

y(ABCD) = (Y,Y % CD) 

but (X t X % CD) = ( 1\ F 2 CD), (Introd. iii), 

therefore x (ABCD) = y (ABCD). 

Since any two vertices of the fundamental tetrahedron may be 
taken as the centres of the projective pencils, the complex may be 
thus generated in six ways. 

94. Reguli of the complex. The complex 

Afr 2 p u + BpnP* + Cp u pn = 
contains the regulus whose equations are 

£ + A* 

A+n 
B + fi 

du (a) 
* a (p\a) is a frequently used abbreviation for 2j^ ~o - • 

f Hirst, '• On the complexes generated by two correlative planes," Proc. Lon$^ 

Math. Soc, vol. z. 
1 
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for any given values of p, <r, t and ft; since, eliminating these quan- 
tities, we obtain the tetrahedral complex. This regulus is seen to 
pass through each vertex of the tetrahedron of reference, since the 
three equations are satisfied by taking pn^Pu^p^^O; which 
shows that the regulus passes through the vertex A ly and so for 
the other vertices; hence, a tetrahedral complex contains oo 4 
reguli which pass through each vertex of its tetrahedron. 

Similarly, by writing ir^ in place of p^ in these equations, we 
obtain x 4 reguli of the complex which touch the coordinate 
planes. 

Since the equation of the complex may also, by subtraction of 
C(Pi*Pd* + Pi*P4a+PuPn)t be written in the form 

(A-C) p 12 p„ + (B-C) pup* - 0, 

it is clear that the regulus whose equations are 

Pn = PPi*> . 

p{A^C)p u + (B^'G)p^^ 

Pu = <rp* + rp u + /xp 42 , 

is contained in the complex, for any given values of p, <r, r and p.. 

These oo 4 reguli pass through the vertices A^ and A 4 and touch 
the coordinate planes a, and a 4 . There are five other similar sets 
of x 4 reguli, hence, a tetrahedral complex contains six sets of oo 4 
reguli, where every regulus of a set passes through two vertices of 
the tetrahedron of the complex and touches the opposite faces. 

95. If any two lines, p and p\ of the complex, meet the fundamental tetra- 
hedron in points L, M, N, R; L\ M\ N', R, then on p and p' are determined 
by these points two projective rows of points, whose joins, therefore, form a 
regulus p, (Introd. viii) ; each line of the complementary regulus p meets the 
lines LL\ MM' in points L\ M", &c, so that {L"M"N"R')=(LMNR)= constant 
double ratio of the complex ; hence each line of p' belongs to the complex ; 
there are <x> 6 possible combinations of the lines p and p\ but oo 8 of these 
belong to the same regulus, so that there are oo 4 such reguli p ; since the line 
LL of p lies in the plane BCD, this plane contains a line of p. 

Similarly we derive qo 4 reguli p" which are obtained as the complementary 
reguli of the loci of intersection of projective pencils of planes with p and p 
as axes. The reguli p are those previously obtained which touch the faces of 
the tetrahedron, the reguli p" those which pass through its vertices. 

If three lines of the complex p, p\ p" be taken, and the planes (p, A) 
(/>', A) (p", A) ; (/>, B) (j>' y B) (p", B) ; (p, C) (/, C) (/', C) be made to corre- 
spond by threes, the correspondence of the three pencils of planes of which 
the axes are p> p\ p" is determined, (Introd. xii), and the locus of points of 
intersection of three corresponding planes is a twisted cubic, which passes 
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through D, since p y p\ p" belong to the tetrahedral complex. If p nt be any 
chord of this cubic, then since p'"(ABCD)=p(ABCD\ (Introd. xii), pT' 
belongs to the complex. 

Since there are <x> • combinations of lines p, p', p", and since three chords 
of a twisted cubic may be selected in <x> 6 ways, there are <x> s twisted cubics 
all of whose chords belong to the complex. 

Similarly by taking the three projective rows of points determined on 
three lines of the complex we obtain ao 3 developables of the third class, for 
each of which the intersection of two tangent planes belongs to the complex. 

Conversely if any twisted cubic is given, and four points A, B y C, D be 
taken on it, if p is any chord of the cubic, p (ABCD) is constant, and hence 
all the chords of the cubic belong to a tetrahedral complex whose fundamental 
tetrahedron is A BCD. Also if x is any generator of a regulus which passes 
through ABCD we have x{ABCD) constant for this regulus (Introd. viii), 
hence all the generators of one system belong to one tetrahedral complex, 
while the generators of the other system belong to a second tetrahedral complex. 
Since a quadric is determined by nine conditions and two intersecting complex 
lines may be chosen in ao * ways, there are ao 3 quadrics which pass through 
four given points and of which the generators of one system belong to a given 
tetrahedral complex, and those of the other system to another given tetrahedral 
complex which has the same fundamental tetrahedron. 

96. Second method of formation of the complex. The 

collineation of two spaces X and 2' gives rise to a tetrahedral 
complex; for, if the united points of 2 and 2' be taken as 
vertices of the tetrahedron of reference the equations connecting 
corresponding points are then, (Art 34), 

hence if pa is the line joining x and x\ 

HP* = /fa - (k) X{X k 

Or, =s ; r-r : sss CODfltant. 

Pn-P* (o» - aO (a, - <h) 
If u and u are a pair of corresponding planes 

V.Ui = OiUi, 

hence, if tt& is the line of intersection of u and u, 

Tis . ir u _ (a*-- Oi) ( a 4 - <h) . 
tt 14 . ttjb (a 4 - a,) ((h-a*)' 

that is, the locus of intersection of corresponding planes is the same 
tetrahedral complex. 

Finally if p A is the line joining two points x^ y* and p& the 
line joining their corresponding points a/, y/, 
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Hence, the locus of lines p& which intersect their corresponding 
lines is 

(flhOa + OjcO Pitp* + (c^a, + a^) p u p^ + (a^ -t- 0,03) p 14 p» « 0, 

which is easily seen to be the same tetrahedral complex. 

Let A BCD be the united points of the spaces 2 and 2', and P.P'a pair of 

corresponding points, then in the sheaves (/>) and (P) certain corresponding 

lines intersect, the locus of such points of intersection being a twisted cubic, 

which {Misses through A, B, C, D, P and P (In trod. xii). There are ao s such 

cubics obtained by taking for P all positions in 2 ; two such cubics have a 

regulus of chords in common ; for if Q and (j[ are any other pair of 

corresponding points, since PQ, P(# are corresponding lines we have 

two projective pencils of planes, with axes PQ, P(j[ respectively, the 

intersections of whose corresponding planes form a regulus, (Introd. viii); 

any generator of this regulus is a chord of the cubic of both P and Q, for if 

a and a' are two corresponding planes of the pencils which meet in p, the 

pencils (P, a), (P, a) determine two projective rows on p having two united 

points, hence p is a chord of the cubic of P, and similarly is seen to be a 

chord of the cubic of Q ; it follows therefore that if x is any chord of any one 

of these 00 s cubics , . D/Vm . . 

x(A BCD) = constant. 

Hence, as just shown analytically, the joins of corresponding points 
P and P of 2 and 2' form a tetrahedral complex. 

97. Third method of formation of the complex. A third method 
of formation is the following : having given a (1, 1) correspondence between 
the points P of any plane a, and the lines p of any sheaf (A), the lines of\ 
the pencils (P,p) constitute a tetrahedral complex. For the lines of the] 
sheaf give rise to a second point-system in a, collinear to the given one ; 
let BCD be the united points of this correspondence (Introd. xiii), then if 
to P in the first system corresponds P in the second, and if to P in the 
second corresponds P" in the first, to the line PP' in the second system 
will correspond the line PP" in 

the first system. Now take any l A 

line PT of the pencil (P, p) 
meeting AP' in T, and any point 
S in the plane (PT, PP"), then 
the pencils (£, PT), (A, PP) are 
projective and determine two pro- 
jective rows on PT; hence, cor- 
responding lines of the pencils 
meet twice on PT. But the sheaves 
which project the two collinear 
plane systems from S and A have, 
as locus of intersection of corre- 
sponding lines, a twisted cubic Fig. 7. 
(Introd. xii) which passes through 

A, B, C, D, and of which PT is therefore seen to be a chord. Hence 
PT (A BCD) is the double ratio of the chords of this twisted cubic; by 
taking different positions for S we obtain ao 8 cubics, and since any two 




p" 
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of them, as will be shown immediately, have a regulus of chords in common, 
the double ratio of the chords is the same for each of these cubics, or, 
PT {A BCD) is a constant, which proves the result. 

That any two of the twisted cubics have a regulus of chords in common 
may be seen as follows : take any two points S and S\ then any plane ir 
through SS' meets a in a line PP" to which the corresponding line PP' is 
given by the correlation, and hence P 9 and therefore P\ is determined ; T is 
the point where AP' meets ir, and PT is thus determined as a chord of both 
cubics: again the locus of P for the pencil of planes n through SS' is a 
conic which passes through the point of intersection of SS' and a ; for 
PP" passes through this fixed point and hence the corresponding line PP' 
must also pass through a fixed point, hence the locus of P being that formed 
by the intersection of corresponding lines of two pencils is a conic. Thus the 
chords common to the two cubics for S and S' form a regulus of which SS' is 
a directrix. 

It follows from the method of proof just given that the cubics for 
coplanar points 8 have one chord in common, for collinear points S a 
regulus in common. 

98. The lines which meet every corresponding pair of lines 
of two projective pencils form, in general, a tetrahedral complex. 
If certain special connexions exist between the two pencils the 
complex is modified in character. 

Firstly, when the plane of one pencil passes through the centre 
of the other, we may take the pencils as being (A u a«), (A s , a x ) and 
suppose that to A X A % of the first pencil A^A 2 of the second pencil 
corresponds, while to the line of intersection A % A A of the planes 
of the pencils the line A^A 4 corresponds. 

Now any line of (A lt «,) has coordinates^ 4 P » P £ P » P £ *" 

(4„«,) „ „ 1 /i 0, 

where \ and /* are variable quantities, which, because the pencils 
are projective, are connected by an equation of the form 

A\fL + B\ + CiL + D = Q (I); 

and since \ = 0, /a = 0, gives a corresponding pair of lines, it 
follows that D = ; since \ = oo , p = oo , gives a corresponding 
pair, .4=0, and the relation between X and ft is 

B\ + Cfi = 0. 

Any line p* which intersects a pair of corresponding lines must 
satisfy the equations 

p* + *p* = 0, Pi4 + /Ap» = (II); 

hence eliminating - 1 we obtain as the equation of the complex 

Cp H p n + Bp i% p* = Q. 
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Secondly, if the plane of one pencil passes through the centre of 
the other, and if also to the join of the centres corresponds the 
intersection of the planes of the pencils, then A X A 9 corresponds to 
-4 s^4» and we may take A X A A and A 9 A 9 as corresponding lines. 

In the foregoing relation (I) between X and ft, since \ = 0, 
/i=oo, gives a pair of corresponding lines and also \ = x , p = 0, 
it follows that 5 = (7 = 0, and eliminating X and fi from equations 
(II) we obtain as the equation of the complex 

Apup* + DpuPm = 0. 
Thirdly, if the plane of each pencil passes through the centre of 
the other, we take the pencils to be (A 9 , a,), (A A , o^), and to A % A A 
let A A A X correspond in one pencil and A Z A 9 in the other pencil, then 

any line of (A 4 , a,) has coordinates &* P £ ^ 4 ** P £ P £ 

„ „ (A,,*) „ „ 1 /t o'; 

and the relation between X, ft being AXfi + BX + Cp + D = 0, since 
X = 0, ^ = oo ; \ = oo , /i = 0, give corresponding pairs of lines, it 
follows that B = C = 0. A line p& which meets a pair of corre- 
sponding lines satisfies the equations 

P» + \Pm = 0, Jfe + AfPn-0; 

giving as the equation of the complex 

Ap l4 pn + Dp l * = 0. 
Fourthly, if the pencils have the same centre, 0, the complex 
consists of the lines of the planes which pass through every pair 
of corresponding lines of the two pencils. 

The two projective pencils determine upon any plane a which 
does not pass through 0, two projective rows of points whose joins 
envelope a conic (Introduction, vi), therefore the planes which 
contain the lines of the complex meet a in the tangents to a conic, 
i.e. they touch a quadric cone and the complex consists of the 
tangents of this cone. 

Fifthly, if the pencils have the same plane, the intersections of 
corresponding pairs of lines lie upon a conic and the complex 
consists of the lines which meet this conic. 

99. Complexes determined by two bilinear equations. 

The preceding complexes may also be arrived at by means of two 
equations which are bilinear in two sets of coordinates. For in 
the equations 






= 0) 
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regarding the #»• as the coordinates of a point P in a space 2, and 
the x{ as the coordinates of a point P f in a space 2' ; if P f is given, 
a line p of 2 is determined, and if P is given a line p of 2' is 
determiDed. Moreover, regarding the x( as parameters, the 
equations (i) establish a (1, 1) correspondence between the planes 
of 2, hence the locus of p is, in general, a tetrahedral complex 
(Art 96), similarly for p. 

This may be seen otherwise, as follows: — such values of xi as 
make the two planes of 2 identical give a singular plane of the 
locus of p, i.e. a plane all of whose lines belong to the complex ; 
these values of x( are given by the equations 

2a fa a?j/ — p26*,a?*' = 0; 2a fa 4fc' - p2b*&k> 2a ftt a?j fc / ' — pXb^xu \ 

By elimination of the x k ' we find the quartic equation for p 

flu — pb u On — pb* an — phi a u — pb 4 

<hk-pb* 
On-pb u 
Ou-pb H 

If this equation has four different roots, there are four points 
P f which make the planes of (i) identical ; and if 2' be referred to 
a tetrahedron whose vertices are these four points, and 2 to a 
tetrahedron whose sides are the corresponding planes, the equations 
(i) assume the form 

XiXj + X t X^ + XjXj + X 4 X 4 ss 0, 

m^x^x^ + m^x^x t + w t x J x I + m 4 x 4 x 4 = 0. 

If #i, t/i we two points on the line p determined by x/, we 
have on elimination of the x{ 



«m - pb u 
On-pb\% 
<hA - pb u 



aa — pb n 
<hi — pb n 
a* — pb* 



a, 



-pb« 
«« — pbu 
<*>* — pb u 



= 



(ii). 



*\ 


x* 


x z 


x 4 


yi 


y* 


y* 


y* 


m 1 x 1 


ra^x^ 


m % x % 


m 4 x 4 


™>iyi 


™*y* 


nhy* 


™>*yA 



= o, 



or, 

(wj 7n a +m J m 4 )p ia p $ 4+(m 1 fn3+m 4 ?n,)p 1$ |)4,+(m 1 m4+r?i f m,) ^4^= 
as the locus of p ; the locus of p' is clearly of the same form. 

100. We obtain the variations from the tetrahedral complex which are the 
first, second and third of those recently given, when the equation (ii) has a pair 
of equal roots, three equal roots, or two pairs of equal roots. 
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For, if (ii) has two different roots, each of them determines a singular 
plane of the locus of p ; take these planes as the coordinate planes a x and 
a*, for 2 ; and take the points P' which respectively correspond to them 
as the vertices -4/, A 2 ', of the tetrahedron of reference for 2* ; the equations 
(i) then assume the form 

x^x^ + «p 3 ' TLb^x^ + &l 26^ J?jt = ; 

and of the values of p which identify the planes, one is seen to be zero and 
the other infinite. The last equations may be written, for convenience, in 
the form 



X 1 X 1 -\'X Z 'X Z +X A ^ A ^0'\ -jjjj 

Xf #2"T~#4 ^4T^3 C3 = ^' 



where £ 3 , ( A are linear functions of x l9 x t> x a , x K ; which latter are taken as 
new coordinates of P. 

If x { and tft are the points P and Q in which the line corresponding to a 
point P' meets the coordinate planes a Y and a s , we have 



X Z X Z + X A £4 — 0| x 



where rj t is the result of substituting y { for x t in £ s . 

This shows that the line PQ makes the pencils, whose centres are 

and planes a 19 o 3 respectively, projective to each other. 

If now the plane c^ passes through the centre of the pencil in a t we have 
concurrence of the planes (aj, c^, 03) and £ 4 =0, hence 

Also writing £ 3 5^+ t? a x % + » 3 # 3 + t> 4 -r 4 , 

the solutions of the equation which corresponds to (ii) are in this case zero, 
infinity, and the values of p given by the equations 

4?1 + tti«T 4 ' = p £3 Pj 

0=pW+*4*s')J 

One of the two values of p given by these equations is zero, hence (ii) must 
have a pair of equal roots. 

The remaining value of p given by (v) is easily seen to be 4 3 ; this is 

V 3 

infinite, i.e. (ii) has two pairs of equal roots, if v z =0; which, with the con- 
dition already satisfied, viz. u 4 =0, makes the plane of each pencil pass through 
the centre of the other. 

I£ in the two pencils (iv), the line joining the centres corresponds to the 
line (a 19 ag), then, for some value of the ratio x s '/x A \ the first equation reduces 
to u 1 x 1 -\~u^c 2 =0 1 while the corresponding line of the second pencil passes 
through (a ]} C4, a 3 ) ; this requires that 



.(v). 
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i.e. l-t> 4 w 3 =0; but this is the condition that (iii) may have three roots 
equal. 

The centres of the two pencils will coincide if the six planes 

^=0, .r 2 =0, tf 3 =0, * 4 =0, f 8 =0, £ 4 =0 

concur, in which case the eight original planes 

2a«#*=0, 2& tt .r fc =0, 
must concur. 

101. It has been seen that there are in general four points P' 
which make the two planes in equations (i) coincide, giving four 
different planes: in the following special case there are oo 1 points 
P* which make the planes (i) coincide with the same plane ; for, 
when the coefficients in (i) are such that two points P / can be 
found, which identify the two planes (i) with the same plane a lf 
then any point on the line joining these two points P' will make 
the two planes (i) identical with a; for take this supposed pair 
of points P / as the vertices (0, 0, 1, 0), (0, 0, 0, 1) of the tetrahedron 
of reference for 2', then the equations 

#s x 1 + x^x t -f- #*'(■ 4 = 0, 
x/a^ + XiX 4 + #,'£ , = 0, 

give rise to a connexion of the supposed kind, since it is clear that 
any point F on the line .?/ = 0, x£ = 0, makes the preceding planes 
identical with x x = 0. 

Every line p meets the conic #i = 0, a? 8 f s — <r 4 f 4 = 0, hence the 
complex in 2 consists of the lines which meet this conic C*. 

To find the complex formed by the lines p\ we may for 
convenience write 

& = #s» & = ai^i + Os^j + *&* + «4«4 \ 

then the complex is obtained from the equation 

Xt' + a&t ol&S A'/H-aja:/ a^' 

yi + *\yi a*y* yi' + a *y* ouy/ 

xl x^ Xi 

yl yl o y ; 

i.e. p' n {p'n + aiPn + a H p n + a,p 14 + oujp^} = ; and consists, there- 
fore, of two linear complexes. 

Hence, to the points of c* correspond in 2' the lines which 
meet AiAl ; to each of the other points of 2 corresponds a line 
of the complex 



= 0; 
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An important special case arises when the planes x k = 0, f 4 = 
are taken to be identical, i.e. when a 1 = a 9 = ot 3 = 0, we may then 
take a 4 = — 1 ; in which case c* has as its equations 

^ = 0, aye* + a* = 0, 

and the complex in 2' reduces to p / «+jp / is = 0; the relationship 
between X and 2' is then determined by the equations 

x s , x l + tf/aj, — x^x A = 0, 

X+ X\ ~J~ *i X4 T" X% X% "" ^> 

and is such that to each point of 2, except those of 

#i = 0, x i x 3 + x A * = 9 (or c 2 ), 

there corresponds a line of the complex p'& + p'u = m 9 to each 
point of 2' corresponds a line which meets c 3 . 

Finally, writing 

•vg ^— fl/ """ JfVf »4/j ^— — X , X± ■— *Pj ^— J. , 

Xs^x + yi, xj = z\ 

x 4 = z, x 4 = y , 

the spaces 2 and 2' are each referred to Cartesian coordinates, 
and the bilinear equations become 

# + *y + s#'+ /= 0*, 
*' (* - ty) - * - y* « ; 

while, with reference to the new coordinates, the 2 complex is 
that formed by lines which meet the trace on the plane at infinity 
of x* + y 8 + z* = 0, or the sphere-circle ; the 2' complex is that 
formed by the lines of the complex p'y& = p'u- So that to each 
point of 2' corresponds a line which meets the sphere-circle, i.e. 
a minimal line; to each point of 2 corresponds a line of the 
complex p' 19 — _p's4 = 0; the only exception being that to the 
points of the sphere-circle of 2 correspond all the lines of a plane 

parallel to the plane ^ = 0. 

• 

102. Reye's Complex of Axes. Reyef denotes by an 
axis of a quadric, a line which is perpendicular to its polar line 
for the quadric ; such a line is an axis of a plane section of the 
quadric ; for if p and p' are a pair of such lines, and ir the plane 
through p which is parallel to p\ the pole of the section of the 
quadric by ir' is the point at infinity on p' ; hence, since the pole 

* See Lie and Scheflers, Berilhrungatr. Bd. I. S. 445. 
f See Beye, Geometric der Lage, u. 
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of p for this section is at infinity in a direction perpendicular to p, 
it follows that p is an axis of the section. 

/p2 y% jgi 

Taking — + £-+- = 1 as the equation of the quadric, if the 

direction cosines of p are I, m, n, and any point on it is (xyz), then 
J'mV being the direction cosines of p', we have, 

IV + ram' + nn' = ; 

also the polar planes of (ayz), and of the point at infinity on p, 
being respectively 

a o c 
VE mn nt _ 
a o c 

therefore I' : ra' :ri ' = a (yn — sra) :b(zl — am) : c (ami — y/), 

hence ai (yn — sra) + 6m (zl — <m) + en (ami — yJ) = ; 

while for a tetrahedron of reference of which one face is the plane 
at infinity we have J = p M &c., yn — zm=p n &c; hence the axes 
form the complex 

<*Pi*P» + bpnP* + cp lt pu = 0. 

To this complex also belong the normals of the quadrics 

confocal to the given quadric, and of those similar, similarly 

situated and concentric to it; for if the line through the point 

(xyz) having I, m, n for its direction cosines, is normal at (xyz) 

nfr fit q& 

to the quadric — I- t- + — = 1, we must have 
n a b c 



a 


b 


c 


M IB 


■» 


ss mm 


X 


y. 


Z 


I 


m 


n 



whence a ( y --) + 6 (- - % ) + c (j - y J = 0. 

\m nj \n I J \l mj 

The quadric being one of a series of similar, similarly situated 
and concentric quadrics, the oo 8 normals of the quadrics form a 
complex, which, from the last equation, is seen to be tetrahedral. 
Again if a = A % + X, b = B* + X, c = C* + X, i.e. if the quadric is one 
of a series of confocal quadrics, the normals again form a complex 
which is seen to be the same tetrahedral complex*. 

* From this property the complex is sometimes called the Normal Complex. 

x a v s g i 
We easily find that any line of this complex meets the quadric — + ^ + — = 1 

in points at which the normals to this quadric intersect each other. 
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103. Differential Equation of the Complex. The tetra- 
hedral complex has been seen to possess an equation of the form 

a>PuP* + bpnp* + cpvtPu = 0. 

Any projective transformation will change the given tetrahedral 
complex T* into another such complex; since, by a projective 
transformation, the double ratio of four points on a line is equal 
to the double ratio of the four corresponding points on the 
corresponding line. A projective transformation which leaves the 
fundamental tetrahedron unaltered, will interchange the lines of 
T*, but leave the complex as a whole unaltered; such a trans- 
formation is given by equations of the form ybx{ = a<#<, and of 
such transformations there are oo *, which may also be observed 
from the fact, that when the united points of the collineation are 
given, the projection (or collineation) is determined (Introduction, 
xiv) by connecting a given point P with any point of space Q, 
and Q may be chosen in oo 8 ways 

If T % be protectively transformed into a complex which has the 
plane at infinity as one face of its fundamental tetrahedron, since 
we have now p^ = xdy — ydx, . . . p u = dx, . . . (Art. 6), the equation 
of the new complex is' 

adx (ydz — zdy) + bdy (zdx — xdz) + cdz (xdy — ydx) = 0. 

The complex represented by this equation, (that of the last 
Article), is therefore the projection of any T*, one of whose 

double ratios is v ; its complex curves are parabolas (since 

they touch the plane at infinity). If P, Q, R be the points in 
which any complex line meets the coordinate planes of x, y, z 

PQ 
respectively, since (PQRoo ) = constant, we have ~-j| = constant. 

104. The line element. If with any given point of space 
a definite direction be associated, we obtain the idea, due to 
Sophus Lie, of a line element. Connected with any point there 
are oo s line elements (corresponding to the different directions 
through the point), and in space there are altogether oo* line 
elements. 

By any differential equation of Monge, of the form 

f(x,y,z t dx, dy, d*) = 0, 

homogeneous in dx, dy, dz, oo 4 line elements are selected from the 
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oo 8 line elements of space. It was seen (Art. 6), that an equation 
of the form 

fiydz — zdy t zdx — adz, xdy — ydx,dx t dy, dz) = 

represents a line complex ; a line element 

(x, y, z\ dx : dy : dz) 

whjch satisfies the equation /= 0, will be said to belong to* the 
complex represented by /= 0. In Chapter XVIII. Lie's investi- 
gations of this differential equation will be considered. 

. 106. Curves of the Tetrahedral Complex. Any point 
P of a curve 'and the tangent p at P determine a line element of 
the curve, the number of such line eLentents being oo \ A cwrve 
of a complex is one whose line elements belong to the 'complex. 
Along any given curve of a tetrahedral complex T* the coordinates 
of its points are functions of a single variable t, and this parameter 
t may cl&rly be* chosen so that 

x ' y a + t ' b + t ' 

and since the equation of T* may be written 

/i ' \dy dz , . .dzdx. ~.dx dy ~ 
(b - c) -* . — + (c - a) — . — + (a - 6) — . -^ = ; 

v ' y z v ' z. x %x ' x y ' - 

it is easily Seen that for a curve of T 2 we have 

dx dy dz 111 

x ' y ' z a + t' b + t' c + t' 

whence the curves of T % are seen to be 

the form of F being arbitrary and X, /i, v beiug arbitrary constants. 
The following cases are of special interest : 
(i) F(t) = l, x^\{a + t\ y = n(b + t\ z = v{c + t)\ 

this gives the complex lines ; 

(ii) ^(0 = 2, x = \(a + if, y = p(b + t)\ z=v(c + t)>\ 
this gives the (parabolic) complex conies ; 

X fi v 



(iii) TO — 1. .-- +# , y- 



b + f '~c + i' 



* See Lie, Berilhrungs^r. S. 827. An exception occurs if':— :— =-:-:- 

x y z a p y 

where a, p and y are constants. In that case x* : y : t* =A : B : C. 



k 



\ 
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this gives the oo* twisted cubics through the vertices of the 
fundamental tetrahedron the chords of which form T\ 

106. Nbn-Projecthre Transformations of the Complex. 

Any transformation of the form x 1 = Xa^ 1 , y x = fiy m , z x = vz m applied 
to a line element of T* transforms it into a line element which 
also belongs to T* t since here 

dx dx, dy dy x dz dz l 

x Xj V Vi * *i 

and substituting in the differential equation of the complex the 
form of the equation is not changed. Complex curves are there- 
fore by this transformation bhanged into complex curves; the 
cases m = 2, m = — 1 are of special importance. For m = 2, any 

line 

Ax 1 + By 1 + Cz l ^B^0 > A'xj + By % + C% + D' - 0, 

becomes, for X = /* = v = 1, the twisted quartic 

Ax*+By'+Cz* + D = 0, iV + ^+C^ + jD^O. 
Hence the line elements of this twisted quartic belong to the 
same T 2 , and by projection it follows that any tangent to the 
curve of intersection of two quadrics meets their common self- 
conjugate tetrahedron in fpur points of constant double ratio. 

. To a line in the space (xyz\ e.g., 

x = a + lr t y = /3 + mr t z=s<y + nr, 
there corresponds 

0?! = \(ol + lr)\ y 1 = fjL(/3 + mr)*, z x = p(y + nr) 8 ; 
i.e., a complex conic. 

For m = — 1 the transformation is Involutory ; the complex 

line 

a? = a + Zr, y = /3 + mr, z = y + nr 

becomes the twisted cubic 

The proposition already established (Art. 95), that the chords of these oo s 
cubics form T*, is shown by Lie in the following manner: — the transforma- 
tion *i« - , yi^-j *i«- is such that by suitably choosing X, j* and v any 

x y z 

two points of space may be interchanged, i.e. so that to P and Q of the space 
(xyz) there correspond Q and P of the space (^y^i); now take any two 
points P and Q on one of these twisted cubics, then to the cubic will 
correspond a complex line which passes through P and Q, i.e. the chord PQ is 
a complex line. 

*/ 

t 
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107. The Special Quadratic Complex. One species of 
quadratic complex consists of the tangents to a quadric surface. 
This complex is said to be special. On each line of the complex 
there is one point for which the complex cone becomes two 
(coincident) planes through it, viz., its point of contact with 
the quadric. Hence every line of the complex is singular, so that 
for every line of the complex F(x) = we must have 

where a and }9 are constants. 

If in place of F (x) = 0, the equation 

/<«)«*•(«)- g 2 (*)-0, 

which represents the same complex, be taken, we have 

= aF(x) + /S2a*» - aF(x) + ^ 2a*' 



-('♦Js)** 



Thus the equation of a special quadratic complex being given 
in the form F(x) = 0, by the addition of a determinate multiple of 
(#*), this equation may be replaced by /(a?) = 0, where 

The equation of the complex being expressed in the form 
f(x) = OnX? + ... + 2a ik x i Xk + ... = 0, 

the result last obtained requires that 

Soa'^A, 2a0aa; = 0, 

A being the same for all values of k. It follows also that if the 

df 
quantities x t are the coordinates of a line so also are ~— f more- 
over this line is the polar of x with regard to the quadric ; for the 
polar line of a: with regard to the complex is 

Xxi + aJ-. whence X . a = 0, and therefore \ = 0, 
dxi 

(since a line coincides with its polar only when it is a complex 
line), and this polar line, being the locus of poles for x of the 
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sections of the quadric through x, is therefore the polar line of x 
for the quadric. 

Taking as the equation of the quadric 

<*i £ i f + a*& + a 3 f» f + a 4 f 4 * - 0, 
its complex equation is (Art. 46), 

¥ = a l O % p l ^ + (hdiPu + Cbi<hPn + ^(hp* + <h^PiA + <*2<hPn = 0. 

On substituting for p nt as usual, i(x 1 -\-ix i ), &c, and multi- 
plying by two, we obtain for f(x) the form 



/= \{a l a % x 1 -¥%x^ +a z a 4 x l — ixi + } = 0, 

which gives 2 ( i- J = 4a 1 c^a 8 a 4 . (x*) ; 

showing that A is equal to the discriminant of the given quadric. 

The determinant of the coefficients of f has the value — A* ; for 
from the equation connecting the coefficients of f we see that 
| a* | 8 =B A 6 , and taking o^, a,, a,, a 4 as being each equal to unity 

/= x* + xf + a?, 1 - a?, 2 - a? 4 * - ««', 

whence it is seen that in this case | a# | = — 1, therefore generally 

|o«| — A». 

106. System of two special complexes*. If we have any second 
quadric, its complex equation may, as has been observed, be brought to the 
form 0=0, where 

The discriminant x (p) of /- p . <f> has only reciprocal roots ; for writing 

J a =2 r 6 ir .a tr , (r«l, ..., 6), 
we have 

-A s .x=|tftt|-X— l A- P- <#<* I , A appearing only in the principal diagonal, 

-A'.xH&ttl-X-Hfo-p-A'l, A' „ „ „ „ ; 

showing that if r is a root of x=0, so also is r', where /=-.—,; thus we have 

three pairs of roots r, /, each pair being connected by the equation rr 1 ——,. 

A 

If the quadrics have as equations in point-coordinates 

* The following is an account of an investigation by Voss, "Die Liniengeometrie 
in ihrer Anwendong auf die Flachen zweiten Grades," Math. Ann. x. 

9—2 



132 SPECIAL VARIETIES OF THE QUADRATIC COMPLEX [CH. VII 

then / and <f> the complex equations of U and V expressed in Pliicker 
coordinates are, 

/=a 1 a 2 p ia J + ... +a 2 a 3 p a 2 =0, 

<£=& 1 & 1 p 1 , 2 +...+& 8 6 a p 23 2 «=0. 
If now we make the substitutions* 

vaiOfPii^V'P'm «<*i<h'Pi*= a ''&it* *Jai a fPu=<T'P'uy 
\ , a 3 a 4 .jt? 34 = <r.^' 84 , yTa^a^.p^^a.p'^y s/a 2 a 3 .p fi =a'.p' n ; 

we obtain f^P'n +Pv? + • • • > 

where r,-^, n'-Jg, r^'-J.&a; 

and the discriminant equation x(p)«0 becomes 

(•-sx-*)-—  

i.e. r lf r/ &c. are the three pairs of reciprocal roots of x OO^O. 

Returning to the general case for / and </>, expressing that x(p)= is a 
reciprocal equation, we obtain 

x (p)sA 3 -p^ 1 A J +pM 2 A-p3J,+pM,A , -pM 1 A / «+p«A , 3-0 (I); 

where A u A %i A 3 are mutual Invariants of /and <£. 

We shall now show the connexion of these Invariants with the Invariants 
By &, A, A' of the two quadrics expressed in point-coordinates. For this 

purpose introduce in (I) the quantity z defined by the equation t^p-\ , ; 

pA 

(I) then becomes 

A' 3 ^-i4 l A' 2 ^+*(A , ^ a -3A , «A)-^3+2J 1 AA / =0 (II). 

The roots of the last equation are seen to be -r^- 2 + T 8 , 4 &c, and are 
therefore the quantities 

A1A2 + A3A4, A1A34-A2A4, A 1 A4-f > A 9 A3, 

where the X< are the roots of the discriminant of U+\ V, Le. of the equation 

AV + ^X 3 +*X 2 +^X+A=0 (III). 

But the equation whose roots are the above functions of the roots of the 
equation (III) is known to be 

A' 3 « 3 -A /2 *« a +«(AW-4AA'«)-(A / ^-4AA'*+A^ 2 )=0 (IV). 

By comparison of (II) and (IV) we obtain 

^1=*, 
j4 2 =00'-AA', 

^ 3 = ^A-2*AA' + ^A / . 

109. Covariant tetrahedral complex. The complex 

dxi dxi 
* This is merely a change to a new system p' A of line-coordinates, (Art. 81). 
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expresses the condition that the polars of a line x with regard to 
U and to V should intersect. It is thus a covariant complex of 
f and <f>. If any line be taken in a face of the common self- 
conjugate tetrahedron of U and V t its polar lines pass through the 
opposite vertex, and therefore necessarily intersect. Hence any 
line in any of the four faces of this tetrahedron belongs to 
the complex, which is therefore tetrahedral. To it there belong 
the tangents to the curve of intersection of the two quadrics. 

Two other covariant complexes of the system are 

26-^^ = 2a- —— = 0- 

which respectively express that the polar of x with regard to U 
should touch V, and that the polar of x with regard to V should 
touch U. 

110. The Complex of Battaglini or Harmonic Com- 
plex*. The locus of lines which meet two quadrics in points 
forming a harmonic range has been already investigated (Art. 89) ; 
it was seen that if the quadrics are £7=0, V = 0, where 

the complex equation of U being ^ = 0, then the required complex 
has as its equation 26* -- - ^ = 0. This result may be obtained 

otherwise in the following manner. 

If two conies have as equations in point-coordinates 8 = 0, 
S' = 0, and in line-coordinates 2 = 0, 2' = 0, the tangential 
equation of any one of the pencil of conies 8 + kS' = is 
2 + M> + * 2 2'=0. Each common tangent of £ + ££' = 0, and 
S — k8 f = 0, satisfies the equation <£ = 0, which is also the 
condition that a line should be cut harmonically by 8 and S'f. 

If U and V are two quadrics whose complex equations are 
respectively ¥ = 0, ¥' = 0, the complex equation of U+kV = Q ib 

^ + A^ 1 + A«* , = 0; 

this equation shows that there are two quadrics of the pencil of 
quadrics (U, V) (i.e. those which pass through the curve of inter- 

* For an interesting investigation of the characteristics of this oomplez when 
the quadrics have special relative positions, see the memoir, Math. Ann. Bd. xxm. 
by Segre and Loria, "Sur lea differentes especes de complexes da 2* degre qui 
eoapent harmoniquement deux surfaces da second ordre." 

t Salmon's Conic Sections, 6th edition, pp. 307, 344. 
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section of U and V) which touch any given line. Any line of the 
complex % = touches both J7 + JfcF=0and U — kV=0\ butaline 
which touches the last two quadrics cuts U and V in four harmonic 
points; for if any plane through such a line cuts the quadrics 
U, V in the conies whose equations, referred to a triangle of 
reference in their plane, are S = 0, S' = 0, this line will touch 
S + kS'=0 9 S— IcS' = Q t and hence cuts 8 and 8' harmonically, 
i.e. it cuts U and V harmonically. It follows that ¥, = is the 
complex equation of lines which meet U and V in four harmonic 
points. 

Taking as the equations of U and V 

it is seen that ¥, = £6* 5— ¥ - 0. 

dan 

If the quadrics are referred to their common self-conjugate 
tetrahedron, their equations are 

2a<# = 0, 2&i# = 0; 

hence, since ¥ = Sa^p* 1 , V = 26*6* pa 1 , 

therefore *9 X = 2 (ajbjg + ajbi) p&*. 

By the process explained in Art. 81, the equation of this 
complex, which will be denoted by H\ may be brought into 
either of the forms 

a (fa + P'u) + b (p\ % + fa) + c (fa +fa) = 0, 
or a (w* u + tt**) + 6 (ir* n + 7t* m ) + c (tt 1 , 

This differs from the canonical form in PlUcker coordinates of 
the general complex by the absence of product terms, the equation 
of the latter complex being 

+ 2 (X l + \)p l2 p u + 2 (X, + VJjfaife + 2 (X, + Xe)p 14 p a = 0. 

The conditions therefore for a Harmonic complex are 

X 1 + X, = X, + X 4 = X 5 + X«. 

If the equation of the complex be brought to its normal form 
(Art. 87), 2Xi =0, and these conditions may be stated as follows: "the 
sums of two pairs of the quantities X should be separately zero/' 
It is easily seen that these conditions are satisfied for the complex 
f(x) = in its normal form when A t = 0, A $ = 0, where A % and A h 

•n 
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are the coefficients of /** and /x. respectively in the discriminant 
of/(tf)-/iO*) = 0. 

111. The Tetrahedroid. The singular surface of the Har- 
monic complex is derived from the general case by the conditions 
0,5=62 = 0, which make E=0 (Art. 82), and give as its equation 

AZy* + 2B (y, V + y.V) + 2C (yfa* + yfyf) 

+ 2D( yi «y 4 2 +y a V) = 0; 

with the condition 

A (A* - J3* - O - 1?) + 2BCB = 0. 

This surface is called the Tetrahedroid. On inserting the 
values of A, B, C and D given in Art. 82, it is seen that the 
equation of the surface may be written 

+ (ayS + hS + cy 4 *)(& + f + ?f) = 0. 

The form of the equation shows that the section of the surface by 
the plane a x of the tetrahedron of reference consists of the sections 
by a x of C and C respectively, where 

Csay.' + ty.' + cy^O 

is the complex cone of A u and 

a b c 

is the cone through A x and the complex conic of a t ; for the 
equation of this conic in plane-coordinates is seen to be 

auf + bvj + cuf = 0, 

and therefore in point-coordinates is 

a 6 c 
Writing 

r.*- + (^)»- + (H)*- + (M)*-. 

the equation of the singular surface $ becomes 

<7C' + y,«r=0. 

This form of the equation shows that <f> contains two families 
of ao l twisted quartics, viz., 

C+Xyf^O, T-\C = 0; 
and C + X'y,* = 0, T-X'C^O. 
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Through any point of <f> there passes one curve of each fat the A 

Any curve t of one species and any curve t' of the other spt(ine & 

lie on a quadric, since fnic 

There are two harmonic complexes which have a given tetra- \ 
hedroid as singular surface; for when 

b c c a ^,6 
c b' a c' b a 

are each given there are two jsets of values for a : b : c ; if one set 

is a : ft : y, the other is 

111 

so that for the two complexes T is the same, while C and C are 
interchanged. 

By reference to the equations of Art. 82, in which J? is to be 
taken as zero, it is seen that the singular points of the surface 
lie by fours in the coordinate planes ; the singular tangent planes 
of the surface pass by fours through the vertices of the tetrahedron 
of reference ; thus the coordinates of the singular points ft in the 
plane a x are given by the equations 

ft* : ft* 2 : ft4* = a(<?-b*) : 6(a a -c 3 ) : c(&»-a*), 

and the coordinates u of the four singular tangent planes through 
A x are given by the same proportion. These four singular points 
are seen to be the intersections of the conies (a lt (7), (fl^, C). 

112. There are 00 * pain of quadrics such that for each 
pair the Harmonic complex 1b the same as the given 
complex. In the first place it is easy to see that the Harmonic 
complex for the quadrics 

where ^ and 'V are the complex equations of U and V respectively; 
for if 

V = 1$? + 1#* + l#f + l$* t V= my? + mtff + may," + my 4 2 , 

the complex ^ for U+ <rV, U— <rV is 



2 (k — ami* Ik + <m* + /» + ami-lt — <rra*) p*& = 2V — 2<r J ¥ / . 

Again denoting by F the quadric (7 + Xyi* = 0, and by K 
the cone 

C + Xyf-XiT-XC^^O, 



*\ 



B 

ire 
if 
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~~ P \Xa — be X6 — ca Xc — ab) ' 
_ (Xa — 6c) (X6 — ca) (Xc — ab) 

abc 
From the preceding result, the Harmonic complex of 

F+vK, F-<rK 9 is 4>-o J /) J ^ l = 0; 
where 

* = Xap? u + X6p a u + \cp* u + fop** + cap\ % + 06^*9,, 

1 (Xa — 6c) (X6 - ca) (X6 — ca) (Xc — a6) (Xc — ab) (Xa — 6c) ' 
hence 

4> - cr 2 /) 2 ^ = Xap^ + X&P 1 !, + Xcp\ 4 + bcp*„ + cap** + abp* n 
(Xa — 6c) (X6 - ca) (Xc — a6) 



-o*± (a6cy (to-abpu + M-cafa 

-{abc? 



+ Xa-bcp? M ) = \.H*, if o* = 



(Xa — 6c) (X6 — ca) (Xc — a6) " 

Any pair F—<rK, F+aK intersect on a curve t which lies 
on 4>. 

If a line of the complex H* meets t in P it must meet one of 
these two quadrics in a point consecutive to P, i.e. it must lie 
in the tangent plane at P to one of the pair ; and the tangent 
planes to the quadrics at P form the two pencils of complex lines 
through P. 

In like manner, by interchanging G and C\ we obtain oc ] pairs 
of quadrics such that for each pair the harmonic complex is 

H'* = hp\ i +P*») + Up>»+p\ i ) + \(p* u +P'») = o^ 

a o c 

The given Harmonic complex is also the locus of lines through 
which four harmonic tangent planes can be drawn to any one pair 
of oo 1 pairs of quadrics. 

For, starting with the complex equation 

a (tt^ + <n> u ) + 6 (tt** + ir**) +■ c (tt* 14 + it**) - 0, 

and repeating the previous analysis, using plane instead of point 
coordinates, we arrive at the result just stated. 

Let F x + fiLi, Fi — pLi be a pair of these quadrics, then any 
complex line which lies on a common tangent plane ir of the 
quadrics must lie in two consecutive tangent planes of one of 

* From the values of the coordinates recently obtained for the four singular 
tangent planes through A lf it is seen that K touches each of these planes. 
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them, i.e. must pass through one of the points of contact P of ir with 
the quadrics; hence ir is a singular plane of the complex, the 
centres of the pencils in it being the points of contact of it with 
the quadrics. Now through P two of the preceding quadrics 
F+ <rK, F— <rK will pass, and it was seen that ir was the tangent 
plane to one of them at P, say to F + aK, hence F+ <rK, F x + pLu 
being referred to a common self-conjugate tetrahedron and having 
a common tangent plane at a common point must coincide*. Thus 
the second set of quadrics is the same as the first set but is 
differently paired. 

113. Painvin's Complex. If in the quadrics, referred to 
plane coordinates, Xa#if = 0, Xb&f = 0, 
we make a^ = a a = a, = 1, a 4 = ; 

& l== a», &, = 6>, 6, = c», 6 4 «-l, 
and suppose that w 4 =l, the harmonic complex degenerates into 
the locus of intersection of pairs of perpendicular tangent planes 
to an ellipsoid. 

The equation of the harmonic complex 

Stt'o- (dib k + aifri) = 
becomes in this case 

Ap> u + Bp\ + C]p u - p\ 3 -p\ z - p n - 0, 
if 4=6 J + c», B = c* + a\ C = a 8 + 6*. 

Hence, by Art. 82, or directly, by expressing that the section 
of the complex cone of the point (z, y, z) by a coordinate plane 
breaks up into two lines, we obtain as the equation of the singular 
surface 

(& + & + **) (Aa? + By* + Gz*) ~{A{B + C)a? 

+ B(C+A)y* + C(A+B)z*]+ABC=0, 
which is seen to be the Wave Surface for the ellipsoid 

t + t^l-l 

The singular lines of a harmonic complex 2a tt p 2 a =0 belong to the 
tetrahedral complex 

<h j^mPuPm + a u a *PisPu + "uthiPuPK " 0. 
In the case of Painvin's complex the last equation takes the form 

which may be written in the form 

*PuP* + tyuftt + « f Pu Pn - °» 
and is therefore the complex of normals for the given ellipsoid. 

* See Sturm, Lin. Qeom. Bd. in. S. 344. 
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114. It has beeo seen that there is a singly infinite set of 
quadratic complexes which have a given Kummer surface as 
singular surface (Art. 84). This will now be shown independently, 
as follows : — using the coordinates of Klein, let XkiX? = be any 
given quadratic complex C*, the complex 

2_S£— 0, 

\i + fJL 

where ft has any definite value, has the same singular surface as C\ 

For, denoting this complex by C M a , if y< is a singular line of CJ, 

Vi 
then J is a line, (Art. 76), and intersects y t - in a point of the 

singular surface of C^ y the pencil of tangents thereat being 



Now if we write 



** = .— — , 
M + ft 



it follows that SX^ = 0, IXfxf =* 0, 

hence a? is a singular line of C* (Art. 76), and touches the singular 
surface of C* at a point for which the pencil of tangents is 

(Tii + fjLXi, Xi)\ but this is identical with the pencil (j/i, - — — j; 

hence, the singular surfaces of Cj and C a , having the same 
pencils of tangent lines, must be identical. The complexes C/ 
are said to be cosingular. 

115. It appears that if y is the singular line of C^, at a point 
P of O, at which the singular line in C a is x ; then 

y* - (\- + ft) Xi ; 
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by varying /x. we obtain the pencil of tangents to O at P, hence 
each tangent to <f> at P is a singular line for one of the cosingular 
complexes C,*. 

If fj, be eliminated between the equations 



2^- = 0, 2 


tf -0 


we obtain the complex equation of <&, i.e. the complex formed by 


its tangents. 


Since 


2 y/ ! s ff -l\ 

\i + fj. fi j Xj /* 


1 


~ / 


-2*,^ + ...; 



it is seen that (7* is included in the series of complexes (7/, and 
corresponds to the value fi = oo . The complexes C* also include 
each fundamental complex taken doubly; as we see by taking 
successively //, + \j = 0, ... /* + X„ *= 0. 

Through any line I there pass four complexes Gj, (Art. 84), viz. 
those determined by the equation 2.-— — =0. If two of these 
values of /x, say /^ and /u,, coincide, then since in that case 

it follows that I is a singular line of the complex C^ 2 , hence, the 
singular lines of a complex G^ are its lines of intersection with a 
consecutive complex of the system. 

If a plane be drawn through I to touch <I> in 0, the four 
singular lines corresponding to the above four complexes are the 
joins of to the points of intersection of I and O (Art. 84). 

It should be noticed that if two complexes 

2^ = 0, 2x^=0, 

are cosingular, we have 

* (iki + S> + fi _± 

since ki = % i & =-+--. . — * . 

7X1+0 7 7 2 .5 

7 
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116. Correspondence between lines of cosingular com- 
plexes*. If between the coordinates of two lines x and y, the 
following six equations exist, 

_ _ __j± 

6 

it folio ws that x belongs to the complex 2Xi#i* = 0, or 2 , and y 

6 Vi 

belongs to the cosingular complex 2.^ -- =0, or Cj. 

Thus the above equations establish between the lines of C* 

and C,* a (1, 1) correspondence, by aid of which many important 

properties of the quadratic complex can easily be demonstrated. 

A fundamental fact of the correspondence is the following : — if x 

and X are two lines of C 2 and y, F their corresponding lines in 

Cf 2 , it is clear that Sa^F* = 2y t Xi ; hence, if x intersects F, then y 

intersects X. 

V'T{ 
If XxiXi = 0, then 2 ** = 0, but y, F will not, in general, 

intersect ; if y and F do intersect, i.e. if 2y» F t - = 0, then since 

2-^— = 0, 2 yi -* = 0, 2 ^ =0, 
\i + /x. Xi + /A \- + /* 

it follows that 2 fo + P " = for all values of p, or y and F 

belong to the same pencil of lines of C^*; and since 

2y t - Yi = 2 (Xf + //,) #iX< = XXiXiXi, 

it follows similarly that # and X belong to the same pencil of 
lines of C 2 ; i.e. if a pair of lines of C 2 intersect, and also the 
corresponding pair of CJ, each pair belongs to a pencil of lines of 
its own complex : to a pencil of either complex corresponds a pencil 
of the other. 

Any point P is the vertex of a complex cone of C 2 and of C, 2 ; 
the two loci of corresponding lines of C, 2 and C 2 respectively will 
not be cones (or conies), as just seen, and are such that any line 
of one locus meets all the lines of the other locus ; the loci are 
therefore the two sets of generators of the same quadric, hence, to 
any complex cone (or complex conic) of C 2 corresponds a regulus of 
C 2 and conversely. There thus arise oo * reguli of C 2 f the ' images ' 
of the complex cones and of the complex conies of C^ 2 ; they will 
be said to form a ' triplex ' of reguli of C 2 and will be denoted by 

* See a paper by the author thus entitled, Quarterly Journal (1908). 
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2^, 2/, where S^ consists of the images of the complex cones of 
Cp s and 2/ of the images of the complex conies of CJ. 

Take any two non-intersecting lines x, X of C*, and take the 
quantity fi determined from the equation 

/*=-^g£'. or 2(^ +M )^X,-a 

as that which determines a cosingular complex Cy* ; then to x and 
X will correspond two intersecting lines y and F; these latter 
lines belong to one complex cone and one complex conic of C* ; 
hence, any two lines x, X of C* which do not intersect, determine 
one cosingular complex Gj in which the two corresponding lines y, 
Y intersect, ; and there are two reguli of C a through x, X y viz. the 
images of the complex cone and complex conic of CJ determined by 

y,Y. 

It has been seen that the complex cones and conies of any 
cosingular complex C^ have for images x * reguli of C* forming a 
triplex, and since there is a singly infinite number of complexes 
Gj there is a quadruply infinite number of reguli of G % (Caporali, 
Qeometria). 

The directrices of the reguli of a given 2^ form x* reguli, 
which are the images of complex cones of C a , and therefore reguli 
of Cy*. It is known that the polar line with regard to a funda- 
mental complex, of any line of a quadratic complex (7 a , belongs to 
C a , (Art. 73) ; hence, the polars of the lines of a complex cone of 
Cj form a complex conic of C^ a , and from the equations of 
correspondence it is seen at once that the polar line of y corre- 
sponds to the polar line of x ; hence, if a regulus of 2^ is polarized 
with regard to a fundamental complex, we obtain a regulus of 2/. 

Through the vertex of a complex cone of CJ there pass oo a 
planes, each of which contains a complex conic of C^ a , each conic 
having two lines in common with the cone ; we have, in correspon- 
dence, oo a reguli of C a belonging to a 2/, which have two lines in 
common with one regulus p of 2^; these oo a reguli are said to 
form the * field ' of p. 

117. The complexes R 4 a , R 4 ' a . If a complex l t a i x i = 
contains a regulus p of C a which belongs to 2^, the complex 

2 , , — r Xi = contains the cone of * which corresponds to p, 
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hence the last complex must be special, i.e. 



*' =0. 



\i + /4 

The complexes 2oi#< = which satisfy the last condition, p. 
having a given value, form a quadruply infinite system, which 
will be denoted by Rf ; the system passes through all the reguli 
of a triplex, and two members of the system are contained in any 
' pencil of linear complexes/ i.e. a set of complexes of the form 

where p is variable. 

In any one complex (cue) = 0, of a given i2 4 9 , are contained two 
singly infinite systems of reguli of 2^, 2/, viz. those which 
correspond to the complex cones and complex conies, whose 
vertices and planes respectively are united to the line 

Oi 



V(*< + p) * 

Similarly, if a complex 2ai#i = passes through the directrices 
of a regulus p of 2^ forming a regulus of (7 M *, the complex 
2o» V(^i + m) x i = contains a cone of 2 and is therefore special, 
hence 

2ai*(\i + fi) = 0. 

This quadruply infinite system will be denoted by R'f ; if a 
linear complex belongs to an R A ' and to an R'? for the same value 

of /a, both -jrr * and a* V(^i + p) are lines ; denoting them by 

I and I', it follows that li=k(*4+p), hence V is the polar line of I 
with regard to C", and the lines l t V belong respectively to the 
quadratic complexes 

118. The congruence [2, 2]. The lines common to C* and 
any given linear complex A, form a congruence which is of the 
second order and second class; for the lines of this congruence 
through any point P are the two intersections of the polar plane 
of P for A with the complex cone of P for G % ; in any plane 7r, 
the lines of the congruence are the tangents from the pole of ir 
for A to the complex conic of ir. 

If the complex la+Xi = is given, the equation 2 - — * — = 
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gives five values for p, so that if, for instance, /^ be one of them, 

the complex cones of (7* Ul whose vertices are on the line -ttt — - — r 

correspond to oo 1 reguli of C* which belong to XdiXi = 0, similarly 
for the complex conies of 0%, whose planes pass through this line; 
from the five lines we thus derive 10 systems of oc l reguli of the 
congruence (0*, A). 

This method of correspondence thus enables us to investigate 
the congruence (C f , A), by consideration of the simpler congruence 
consisting of the lines which belong to a quadratic complex and 
meet a given line. 

The two systems which correspond to the complex cones and 



to the complex conies connected with the same line - ,^ . , 

may be said to be associated ; since each of these complex cones 
has two lines in common with each complex conic, it follows that 
any two reguli belonging respectively to two associated systems 
have always two generators in common. Conversely, if two reguli 
of different systems have two generators in common, those systems 
must be associated, for if the reguli p x and p s belong to two non- 
associated systems, say those connected with /^ and /a*, the 

transformation X{ = . ^ y * — x turns p x into a cone, and p. into a 

regvlus of C* Mj , which cannot have two generators in common with 
a cone. At the same time it is seen that, if p x and p 2 belong to 
two different and non-associated systems, they have one generator 
in common, for p s is transformed as above into a regulus of C* Mi of 

which the line - #7 --- — x is a directrix, and this regulus will have 

one generator in common with each cone of C*^, whose vertex lies 
on this line. 

The congruence (C*, A) contains 16 pencils of lines ; for, taking 

a* 
one of the roots u, of the equation 2 - — — = 0, to each line of 

C*. which meets the line -,_ .2 there corresponds one line 

Va. + m, 

of (C\ A) t and vice versd; but the congruence ( C\, -jt—'- — ] 

\ v \ + /V 

contains 16 pencils, viz. the eight pencils of C\ at the four 

a  
points in which -. — 1 ^=^ meets the singular surface, and the eight 

vXi + z^ 
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pencils in the four tangent planes /3i through - j x ; hence, 

since a pencil of lines y corresponds to a pencil of lines x 
(Art. 116), there are 16 pencils in the congruence (0*, A). 

Though, in general, there pass through any point only two 
lines of a congruence (2, 2), it is now seen that there are 
16 exceptional points, through each of which there pass oo 1 lines 
of the congruence ; such a point is called a singular point of the 
congruence. Hence there are 16 singular points in a congruence 
(2, 2) ; also there are 16 singular planes, each of which contains 
oo l lines of the congruence which form a pencil. 

In the congruence I C^*, . l — ) , if the centres of the pencils 

in & are Bi, 2?/, the pencil (B iy fii) has a line in common with five 
other pencils, viz. (2?/, fii) and four pencils whose centres lie on 

. * , (Art. 77); hence the corresponding pencil in (C 1 , A) has 

a line in common with each of five other pencils, i.e. f passes through 
the centres of these five pencils, hence, eaxih singular plane contains 
six singular points\ and, similarly, through each singular point pass 
six singular planes. 

Each complex cone of C Ml * whose vertex is on _ 



contains one line of each of the eight pencils in the planes /3 t -; 
hence, each regulus, of the corresponding system ofreguli in (C* t A), 
passes through eight singular points of the congruence; and the 
sixteen singular points are divided into ten sets of eight points 
by the ten systems of reguli. 

119. Focal surface of the congruence. The lines of a 
congruence (2, 2), or (C 8 , A), which meet any line p form a ruled 
quartic of class I, having another directrix p\ the polar line of p 
for A, and upon p and p' the lines of the congruence determine a 
(2, 2) correspondence of points ; of this correspondence there are 
four branch points on both p and p (Introd. xvii.), hence it occurs 
four times that two consecutive lines of the congruence intersect 
on p. The locus of the oo a points of intersection of consecutive 
lines of the congruence is therefore a surface of the fourth degree ; 
this surface is called the Focal Surface of the congruence. 

If p belongs to the congruence (but does not pews through a 
singular point), the quartic surface formed by lines of the con- 

J. 10 
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gruence which intersect p, is of a different character ; for, any line 
y, which meets p f meets only one other generator of this surface, 
since in the plane (p, y) there is only one other line of the 
congruence, hence p is a triple line of the surface, which is of 
class XII, possessing a simple directrix and a double generator ; 
so that p is met by two consecutive lines of the congruence in 
points P, P 1 respectively ; and there is no other point of the focal 
surface upon p except P and P / , for if Q were such a point, then 
through Q would pass three lines of the congruence, viz. p and the 
two (consecutive) lines through Q; hence p touches the focal 
surface at P and P / , thus the lines of the congruence are bitangents 
of the focal surface. 

Lastly, taking any line p through a singular point S of the* 
congruence, the lines of the congruence which meet p consist of 
the pencil through 8 together with a ruled cubic of which p is the 
double directrix. The two generators through each point of p 
meet the single directrix of the ruled cubic in points Q, Q', so 
that there is determined upon the two directrices, a [1, 2] corre- 
spondence, which is therefore given by an equation of the form 

xu + v = Q (i), 

where u and v are quadratic expressions in y, the coordinate of a 
point Q, x being the coordinate of a point P upon p. 

For points P in which p meets the focal surface, the points 
Q, Q[ coincide, i.e. the quadratic equation (i) has equal roots, this 
gives two such points P upon p; from which we learn that, 
exclusive of S, p meets the focal surface in two points only, hence 
$ is a double point of the focal surface. 

The focal surface, being therefore of the fourth degree, and 
possessing 16 double points, is a Kummer surface. 

120. Confocal congruences. We shall now investigate 
the complex represented by the equation 

(\a?) + (Xa J ) (axY - 2 (ax) (\ax) = (I). 

This complex meets the linear complex A, or (a#) = 0, in the 
congruence (C J , A); it may be brought into its canonical form in 
the following manner. 

Consider the system of complexes A, B lt B 2i B lt B 4t 2? 8 , whe*te 
A = IdiXi , B x = Xbti%i , B 6 = %b t iX{ ; 
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we take these six complexes as being in involution in pairs and 
choose their constants so that 

2oi* = l, 26^*=: 1, , 26ri*=*l. 

Then, (Art. 28), we have 

Xi = OiA + b*B l + bxBi + baB 9 + b^ + & w 5 5 . 

Cli 

We shall now suppose that 6« = p k - , where /** is a root 

9 

of the equation 2 - — - — = : this ensures the involution between 
each pair of complexes, since 2 77- rx c = 0. 

i (X< + /i*) (X* + /iy) 

Taking the six complexes A, B k as coordinate complexes and 
substituting for the a?* in (I), this equation assumes the form 

2X< [diA + 2btiB k }* + (Xa a ) A* - 2AZ\i<n faA + 26«-B*} = 0. 

i k i k 

Now since 

SXi&nft* = 2 (X» + Mi) ftii&rf - MiSftiAi 

= 0, 
the term B l B 2 disappears, similarly for all the product terms ; 
hence the equation (I) becomes 

^Xito + A'SX^ + ^X^ 

while since 

2 W = 2 (\< + ih) &ii» - ih&J — /h, &c, 
the final form of the equation is 

i 
The complex represented by this equation has been seen to 
intersect A in the congruence ((7 s , A). 

Now, (Art. 83), the singular surface of the complex 

s 
is the focal surface for the six congruences 

^ = 0, *j^-0, (* + i), 



A^« — A* 



10—2 
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We conclude therefore, in the first place, that the singular 

surface of ike complex 

5 Bf 

2 - k - = (H), 

i /** 

is the focal surface for the congruence 

i 
i.e.for the congruence (C*, A). 

Next, substituting in the equation of the complex (II) from the 
identical relation 

-Bf^At + Bj + Bf + BS + B,*, 
we obtain as an equivalent form of (II) 

A** A*i /*4 Mi 

B k * 
therefore the singular surface of 2 — = is the focal surface of 

the congruence 

A-0, -A* + 2— ?*- .#* 8 = 0, (fc+1), &c.; 

the five congruences confocal unth (C*, A) are therefore seen to be 

B^O, -A* + l— &— .£** = 0, (A+l), 

/*! — /** 



£ 8 = 0, -il» + 2_ ?*-.B k * = f (Ar + 5); 

D S 

tAeir /ocaZ surface being the singular surface of 2 — = 0, wfore 

fit 

A^la^i, B k =2bHXi, ^ki — pk-z—r — » Ti=2 



a? 



Xi + /**' />*' i(\i + HkY' 
provided that the /t* are the solutions of the equation 



a? 



Again consider the complex 

2r^+ft , 2r^-M 1 S-*'?--0 (HI). 

This complex clearly contains the congruence (B lt C^*); on 
substitution for the X; in terms of A, B x ... B t9 the equation 
assumes the form 
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2 r-J— (a i A + fcA + ...+ W + B*2 J±- 

-2^2. *"" -(«U + ...+*bA)-0 (IV). 

Now since we have 

2 ?L = 1 ** S Q 

(A* + /*i)(Xj + fi*) ' (X* + /i,)(A* + W ) W ' 

therefore 2 tt r-rr — - — r-^ r = 0, 

provided that yu* =}=/*; 4 s /*i* 

Hence it is easily seen that all the terms of the equation (IV) 
disappear except those involving the squares of B if B t , B At B 6 , 
and the equation takes the form 

The complex represented by the latter equation, therefore, 
contains the congruence (B u C^*); but since 



(** + /*i) (*< + /*») <?* + thF (Xt + zhX^ + ZH) 

it is seen that 



/*i-/*» r (^i + /*l)(^i + /^») , 
The equation of the last complex therefore becomes 



and the congruence 



2 fh~f*k 



is identical with the congruence (B l9 C^*). 

But Bf + k-? 1 — B k * = -A* + i-£±- B k \ 

therefore by the preceding it follows that the five congruences 
confocal with (A, C*) are the congruences (B lt C^*) ... (B 6i C^f). 

It should be observed that since the congruence (A, C*) is 
identical with A = 0, C + AA' = 0, where A' is any linear 
complex, it follows that any congruence (2, 2) is contained in oo 6 
quadratic complexes. 
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The lines of a congruence (2, 2) which meet any given line I 
form a ruled quartic of class I ; sixteen of these lines meet any 
given quartic curve c 4 ; hence the lines of the congruence which 
meet c 4 form a ruled surface whose degree is sixteen. If a 4 is a 
section of <£, the focal surface of the congruence, by any plane w, 
the two generators of this ruled surface through each point of c 4 
coincide, and the surface degenerates into two coincident surfaces 
of degree eight Denoting by S this surface of the eighth degree, 
it is clear that S touches & along c 4 , the other curve of inter- 
section of 8 and <& being formed by the second focal points on the 
generators of S, while 8 and 4> touch also along this latter curve. 
Since these two curves of contact form the sole intersection of 
8 and & it follows that the order of the latter curve must be 
twelve. The points of intersection of this curve and ir consist 
partly of the four points of contact with 4> of the lines of the 
congruence in w, and partly of points of contact of such lines as 
meet 4> in four consecutive points. 

Hence, there is a curve of order 8 on & at each of whose points 
there is a tangent of 4> which has four-point contact with <£* 

Since a Kummer surface is the focal surface for six congruences 
(2, 2) it follows that on this surface there are six curves of four- 
point contact. 

121. The quartic surface (C 2 , A, A'). The lines common 
to a quadratic complex C* and two linear complexes A and A' 9 
where A and A! are (ax) = 0, (a'x) = 0, respectively, will in general 
form a ruled quartic of class I, whose double directrices are the 
common polar lines of A and A\ If this quartic surface splits up 
into two reguli, since they have two common directrices, they 
must have also two common generators, (Art. 58); i.e. t each 
belongs to the field of the other ; hence, there is some cosingular 
complex C* in which these reguli correspond to a complex cone 
and complex conic having two lines in common. It follows that 

the lines  , • must intersect 

The conditions required, therefore, in order that the surface 
(C, A, A') should consist of two reguli, are 

2^—0, 2^ = 0, S^-- 0; 

* See Storm, Liniengeom. Bd. u. S. 42. 
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hence, for all values of p, 2^ — £?*/- = o, i.e., the system of 

two terms, (Art. 51), determined by A and A\ belongs entirely to 
one R*. 

The foregoing condition may also be expressed as follows: — 

the equation 2 -- V - - -- = is satisfied for the two values of 

p which make A + pA' a special complex, i.e. by the common 
polar lines of A and A' ; hence, the common polar lines of A and 
A' must belong to the same cosingular complex CJ and be directrices 
of some regulus of 2, p. 

122. Projective formation of C*. If three linear com- 
plexes A 9 A', A" give a regulus p of C\ we have the six equations 



■(1); 



X * =0, 2 *'' = <>, 


2 * =0 




X. + A* 


they state that the three lines 




a t - a/ 


a." 



meet in a point or lie in a plane, thus the complex cone of this 
point or complex conic of this plane, for C^ 2 , corresponds to p. 

If the first two lines pass through a given point P, then in 
any given plane it which does not pass through P, there is one 
line satisfying the conditions, viz. the intersection with ir of the 
plane through the two lines. Let p be the regulus of C* which 
corresponds to the complex cone of P for C/, and p that which 
corresponds to the complex conic of ir for C^*, our result states 
that any two complexes A, A' through p t and any third complex 
A" through p\ intersect in a new regulus of C* provided that the 
preceding equations are satisfied. 

Let now the equations of A, A', A" be 

XaiXi =oL +/3M + yN = , 

2a> t =a'Z +&M +y'N = [ (2), 

W* = a"Z'+ &'M ' + y"N' - t 
where 

Z = 0, J/ = 0, JV=0 are three given linear complexes through p, 

L'= 0, Jf= 0, A r '= p'. 
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Then since p and p are reguli of 2^, 2/ respectively, the first 
four above conditions (1) are satisfied independently of the values 
of a, /?, Ac. ; and if A and A' are given, the ratios a" : 0" : y" are 
determined by the equations 

2^ = 0, 2*^=0; 

hence, p being a given regulus of 2^ and p of 2/, any two com- 
plexes A f A' through p, determine a third complex A" through p\ 
such that the complexes A, A\ A" intersect in a regulus of C\ 
(which belongs to the field of p)\ this is called the projective forma- 
tion of C 1 . 

Each of three complexes L, M, N through the given regulus 
p contains two undetermined constants; similarly for the complexes 
27, M', N' ; taking L as 2^, &c., we are therefore at liberty to 
suppose the following equations to exist between the constants 



X< + /i X» + /* X* + /* X» + /* 



The two equations 

Xi + p, X, + /i 
now assume the form 



-SJ^' =2^=0 (3). 

X» + /i X» + A* 



^. — " i 'i 



a a Zr — 1- pp z — h77i - — - — = 

Xi + M X* + /* ' ' Xi+A* 



...(4). 



Eliminating the variable quantities a, /8, 7, &c. between (2) and 
(4), we obtain the equation of G 1 in the form 

LL' . MM' NN* 



X* + M Xi + /* X» + /i 
From the foregoing process we observe that the equation of 
any quadratic complex C* may be brought to the form just given, 
if L t M, N are three complexes through a regulus p of C*, and 
L' t M\ N' are three complexes through a regulus p of C* where 
p and />' belong respectively to a 2^ and the corresponding 2/, 
provided that the equations (3) are satisfied. The geometrical 
significance of these latter equations is that the six lines 

h mi „ 

v(Xi+/*r v(x*+a0' 
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form a tetrahedron. Hence, to get the equation of C* in the form 
now obtained for it, we take any tetrahedron and multiply the 
coordinates of its edges by the quantities V(\* + /*) ; thus each edge 
gives rise to one of the six linear complexes L, M, N, L', M\ N\ 
Hence the equation of C* may be brought to this form in oo u ways. 

The oo * reguli of 2^ and 2/ respectively, are now seen to be 
given by the equations 



r a 



a 



M=rN'-^pL\ 

N=*L'--tM', 
c 



and 



r a 



a 



c 



where I : }- :±-lM- : 2 "^- : 2 "* 



by giving all values to p, <r, t, pi, a lt r Y . 

123. Caporali' a Theorem. It has been seen that the 
equation of any general quadratic complex can be formed by aid 
of a tetrahedron in the manner described. An application of this 
method will now be given to prove the theorem of Caporali, that 
any congruence (2, 2) is contained in 40 tetrahedral complexes*. 

Taking L, or 2Z t £ t -, as any given linear complex, the equation 

2 = gives five values of /t, which correspond to the five 

pairs of associated reguli of the congruence (C*, L). Take one of 

these values of u, say u~, this determines a line -„— - — r with 

which are connected the vertices of the complex cones, (and the 
planes of the complex conies) connected with this pair of systems 
of reguli of (G\ L). 

Through the line -rpr r there pass four tangent planes 

A> &> &> ft * to the singular surface; let B x and 2?/ be the 

centres of pencils of C* in j3 Xt 2? 2 , B t ' in /8 t , &c. (Art. 77), and let 

1/ 
the line joining B x and B t be /( ; , this determines L'\ again 

of the eight pencils of C* through the points A u A 2 , A 9 , A 4 in 

* This theorem is due to Caporali, Sui eomplesti e tulle congruenze di 2° grado, 
Atti dei Lyncei, (1877-1878). 
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I- 

which -T ( -r- - \ meets the singular surface, each such pencil passes 

through one of the points B 1> 2?/; 2? 9 , B 2 \ and so on, i.e. two of 
these pencils whose centres may be denoted by A x and A t pass 
through both B 1 and B 3 (see Table, Art. 77). Hence the lines 
A x B^ t B l A 2f AJi 9 , B i A l form a twisted quadrilateral formed of 
lines of C 2 , in which any two which intersect belong to the same 
pencil of C*. 

Taking these lines respectively as 

mi tii mf w/ 



the quantities to*, w»-, to/, n/, must be coordinates of their corre- 
sponding lines of C* Ml , therefore these latter lines must form a 
twisted quadrilateral, in which any two lines which meet, form 
part of a pencil of C*^ (Art. 116). 

Hence the form of equation of C* derived from the quadri- 
lateral AiBiAJit being 

LL' MM' NN' 

+ — — " r + — —rr = 0, 



V W/ ^ mtfrrii ^ n^ 



Xi + fa \-rfh \ + lh 
the intersection of C* with L = gives the tetraJiedral complex 

MM' NN' 

r+ — — r-=0. 



TO,-mi ^ n#ii 



Now the line -7- -*- - x may be determined in five ways, and 

If 
for each such line there are 24 lines -r^- 1 — ; , since the centres of 

V(*< + /0 

the eight pencils (Z?<, ft), (5,-, ft) may be joined in 24 ways. 

Hence the equation of (? may be written in 5 x 24, or 120 
ways, in each of which the result of putting L = gives a tetra- 
hedral complex. 

Moreover any form of equation of C*, 

aLL' + bMM' + cNN' = 0, 

which complies with this condition, must be derived from one of 
these 120 tetrahedra; for if to*, n,-, to/, n/ are two pairs of opposite 
edges of the tetrahedron of such a tetrahedral complex, 
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<rM+N=0 (i) ^ r tM+N'^0 (iii) 



Jf'-crj^-O (ii) 
X-0 



and 1 Jf'-TgiV=0 (iv) 

Z = 

give two systems of reguli of (C*, Z), and since (i), (ii), (iii), and 
(iv) taken simultaneously are equivalent to only three equations, 
giving a regulus p, it follows that any regulus of one system has 
two lines in common with any regulus of the other, viz. the inter- 
section of p and L. Hence these two systems are associated, 
(Art. 118), and correspond to the same value of /a, say fi x . 

The complex oJf-hiV=0 is special, having for directrix a line 
of the pencil (m it fl*); the lines of this pencil, therefore, being 

directrices of reguli of (C 2 , L) belong to C Ml 9 and meet - * — ; 

vAn + III 
similarly for the pencils 

(in/, ii|'), (ra*. n/), (m/, n ( ). 

Hence, as before, the lines 

V(** + mi) ' V(>« + /*!)' VCV+Th)' VixT+^i) 

form a twisted quadrilateral in which any two lines which inter- 
sect belong to a pencil of C\ while these four lines all meet the 
line whose coordinates are 

Again, if aLL' + bMM ' + cNN' = 

is an equation of the required form, and K, K' are the special 
complexes whose directrices are the remaining pair of opposite 
edges of the tetrahedron formed by the lines m*, n,-, mi , w/, there 
exists an identical relation of the form 

a KK' + 0M M' + yNN' = ; 
so that by eliminating in turn MM' and NN' between the last two 
equations, we derive two other forms of the equation of C a of 
the required type, thus each tetrahedral complex which contains 
(C 1 , L) gives rise to three of the 120 stated forms of the equation 
of C % % i.e. there are 40 tetrahedral complexes which contain (C* t L). 

124. Condition for (1, 1) correspondence in any coordi- 
nate system. We will now consider the analytical conditions 
to be satisfied, in order that the equations y» = 2oj*a* may give 

k 

a (1, 1) correspondence between cosingular complexes, for any 
coordinate system. 
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The equations y» = 2ai*#* (1), 

where Xi and y f - are both coordinates of lines, give rise to two 
quadratic complexes X 2 , Y* when we substitute from (1) in 
a) (y) ss for the y t - in terms of the x it and similarly for the a?* 
in G>(a?) = 0. 

If #, y ; #', y' be any two pairs of corresponding lines, then 
if x and x' intersect, and also y and y', y» + Xy/ is a line for all 
values of X, i.e. Xi + Xx/ is a line of X 2 for all values of X; hence 
x, x belong to the same pencil of X* } and y, y to the same pencil 
of Y 2 \ thus, for two lines of X 7 which intersect and do not 
belong to the same pencil, the corresponding lines of Y 2 do not 
intersect; while to a pencil of X 1 there corresponds a pencil 
of Y\ 

It will now be shown that if 

.^^■^T^ < 2 >' 

i.e. if, whenever x meets y', y meets x\ the complexes X*, Y 2 are 
cosingular. For if P is any point on the singular surface of X 2 , 
to the two pencils of X 2 through P will correspond two pencils of 
Y 2 having a common line, while to the complex cone of F" 
through P will correspond a regulus of X 2 such that each line 
of it meets the above two pencils of Y 2 ; hence this regulus 
must break up into a pair of pencils, and therefore the complex 
cone of Y 2 through P will consist of two pencils, that is, P is a 
point in the singular surface of both X 2 and F 2 . 

If « (x) = Xa&x&t, by equating the coefficients of xtx* on each 
side of (2), we obtain as the necessary conditions 

r r 

for all values of i and k. 

Denoting these expressions by Ay^ A^, we have, A&^Ak, 
and on multiplying the equations (1) by o»i,..., a*, we obtain 

and the equations (1) are equivalent to the following 

3ft> 34> . ^ A 

Hence any quadratic expression <£> in the six variables x if 



124-125] THE COSINGULAR COMPLEXES 157 

gives rise to a (1, 1) correspondence between the lines of two 
cosingular quadratic complexes*. 

125. Equation of the complex referred to a special 
tetrahedron. In any singular tangent plane it of the singular 
surface of C* let the poles of the fundamental complexes C a , C p , 
C y be A t B 9 C respectively. Then through BC, CA f AB there pass 
singular tangent planes ir A , ir Bi trc whose intersection D is also a 
point of the closed system determined by the three complexes 
C af Cp t C yt (Arts. 26, 61). This point D is therefore a double 
point of the surface (Art. 82), and the tetrahedron ABCD is such 
that each vertex is a double point and each face a singular 
tangent plane of the singular surface. 

Taking this tetrahedron as the one of reference, the equation 
of the complex assumes the form 

A* + 2Lp^ u + 2Mp 1 # 42 + 2i* r p H p a8 = 0. 

For, since all the lines of the complex in a singular plane of 
the Rummer surface form one pencil, (Art. 80), and similarly all 
those through a double point of the surface, hence, if the equation 
of the complex be 

/(Pia, Pi*> Pu> P», Pu, P«) = 0, 

these eight conditions reduce / to a perfect square, save as to 
terms 

£puj>34 + Mpnp* + FpuPn ; 

for, let the centres of the pencils in the coordinate planes be P li P 2t 
P, and P 4 , respectively, and the planes of the pencils through 
the vertices 7r lt w a , w, and 7r 4 , then, since the points A %i P lf P 8 , P 4 
lie in ir St the line A^P X meets P S P 4 ; hence the four lines A^, 
A*A. A > PiP 2i P*P 4 are intersected by AJP lt similarly they are 
intersected by A X P^ A 4 P 9 , A S P 4 \ hence they belong to the same 
regulus. There is therefore one linear complex A in which A X A^ 
PJP A and -4 $ il 4, P x Pj are two pairs of polar lines ; each of the 
foregoing eight pencils of/ belongs to A. 

By identifying the polar plane for A of each vertex Ai with 
the two (coincident) planes which form the complex cone of Ai 
for /, and proceeding similarly for the coordinate planes, it easily 
follows that 

/= A* + 2Lp 12 p„ + 2Mp n p m + 2Np u p*. 

* It is easily seen that no (1, 1) correspondence which is not thus formed can 
lead to two cosingular complexes. 
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126. The complex A is of the form 

a* (Pu - *Pu) + «4 (P« - #P«) + a« (jp 14 - 7jp») = 0, 

but we may take such multiples of the point-coordinates as will 
make a = £ = 7 = 1, (Art. 81), this will not affect the form of the 
invariable relation piiPu+PuPi*+PuP» = 0' 

The equation of the complex now assumes the form 

f(x) = — (a^ + a«& 4 + a& s y 

+ L(x* + x*) + M(x* + x') + N(x* + x*) = 0...(L), 

where, as usual, x l =p i2 +p sl , ix^pn—pn* &c., with reference to 
the coordinate system now adopted. 

The equations which connect a line x of this complex with 
a line y of a cosingular complex are the following: — 

y4=fx2 + bx 4 + dx 9f y, = x 9 */(M+ p) I (1), 

y«= ft&a + dff*+ cx*> y 9 = x 6 ^(N+ p) J 
where 

L + p-af**a*+f + * 9 -a&t^af+fb + ed, ] 

M + p-a A *=f* + lP + dr 9 - a 4 a 6 = e/+ 6d + cd, I ...(2). 

iV-h/o — a 9 * = & + d f + c", — a 6 a, = ae +/d + C6. J 

For this transformation (1) gives, as has been seen, (Art. 124), 
two cosingular complexes ; also 2 (yf)=f(x) + p2 (#<*), while 

provided that values can be found for K 2 , K 4 , K 9 which make 
coexistent the equations 

**(*** + l^f-) -** + ** + &, A*K&-AF+fB + ED> 

A1 (^ i + y^-)-^ + * + -D l , &*K<K, = EF+BD + CD, i(3); 

A 8 fo a + ^^)=J£' + 2>" + ^ A'K<K S =AE+FD + CE, 



where A is 



a / e 
/ b d 
e d c 

Now it is easily found from (2) that 

EF+BD + CD 



and A, B, &c, its first minors. 



L + p = - 



ef+ bd + cd 
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and from the last equations, that 

A' A ' (g/+ bd + c d) 

l + p EF+BD + CD' 
hence the equations (3) are coexistent. 

To determine the manner in which p enters into the coeffi- 
cients K 2t K A , K 9t we notice that (II) becomes, for six values 
of p, the square of a linear function of the y*, since the six 
fundamental complexes taken doubly form part of a cosingular 
system ; this can only happen if K 9 ,K 4t K % become infinite together, 
or if K % is infinite forp + Z = 0, K 4 for p + M = 0, K< for /> + iV=0; 
also p = oo gives the given complex (I). 

All these conditions are satisfied by the form 

. (p-pi) (p-p2)( p-p>) f y/+y, a , y*'+y<* , y*+y **} _ (> 

+ (p + L)(p + M)Xp + N) \p + L + p + ilf + ^H-^P^ 

where 

(Z + Pi) (Z + Pa ) (£ + />,) (Jf-f/^)(if+/> a )(ilf-fp,) 

fla ~ (M-L)(N-L) ' a * " (L-M)(N-M) 

(N+pJjN + pJjF+p,) 

This is the form of the equation of the cosingular complexes 
referred to the stated tetrahedron. 

127. Involution of tangent linear complexes. The 

tangent linear complexes of any line I, with regard to the four 
cosingular complexes through it, are mutually in involution; e.g. 
for the complexes corresponding to /*, and p* the tangent linear 
complexes are 

/•* I* 

and since 2- — — - =0, 2- — % — = 0, 

we have by subtraction 

2 = 

hence the two complexes are in involution. 

Moreover the involution determined on I by one pair of these 
complexes, e.g. C Ml 2 and C^f, is the same as that determined by 
the other pair, C^ a and C^; for the double points of the first 



a* 
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involution are the points in which the two lines - — * \- k 



meet I, while the double points of the second involution are the 

intersections of the two lines - — h Ic' - — — with I ; and, since 

each of the first two lines meets each of the second, it follows that 
the double points of each involution are the vertices of this 
twisted quadrilateral which lie on I. 

A tangent plane through I to 4> will contain a pencil, to which 
I belongs, of each of these four cosingular complexes; denoting 
them by Cf, O a a , C 8 a , and C 4 a and the tangent linear complexes of 
I for them by T lt T at T s , T 4 respectively, the pencil which belongs 
to Cf also belongs to T lf and so on ; if the four points in which 2 
meets <& are A lf A t1 A St A 4i and the four tangent planes through 
it to <& are ft, ft, ft and ft, the notation of the points A may be 
so arranged that 

(A lt ft) belongs to T x and Ci 2 , 

(^,ft) r 2 andCV, 

(4„ft) T,andO, J , 

(A 4 , ft) r 4 andC 4 ». 

Now let ft be that plane whose pole for T x is A 2y then will A x 
be its pole in T 2 (since T x and T t are in involution), also A 4 is its 
pole for T % and A 9 for T A ; similarly for ft and ft, and we have 
the following scheme of pencils which belong respectively to the 
four complexes Cf, 

(V (-4i,A) (4„ft) (4„ft) (il 4 ,A), 



c 4 * 



( 4 2> ft) (A, ft) ( il 4 ,ft) ( il„ft), 

7^3, ft ) (4 4 ,ft) (^,ft) (i a , "ftx 
<4 4 ,ft) (^„ft) (4„ft) <i«.A> 



128. The lines common to three of the cosingular complexes 
which pass through I, form a ruled surface i2 128 of the 16th 
degree which passes through I; for the lines of this surface 
which meet any line b are given by the equations 



X % A X* X \ A <C X \ 



= 0, S-- 1 - =0, 2-^- = 0, (^) = 0, (ta) = 0, 



and are therefore 16 in number. 
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Corresponding tangent linear complexes are 

U- 2 ^_ = o, 2-^ = (i); 

if these equations are taken simultaneously, they determine a 
regiilus which contains I and the line consecutive to I in i£ 128 , i.e. 
the regulus touches Rm along l; now the v tangent planes of this 
regulus along I are determined by I itself and the directrices of 
the special complexes of the ' system of three terms ' determined 

I'X' 

by (i) ; but the complex 2 * l = is in involution with this 

system, hence these directrices belong to the latter complex, 
(Art. 58), therefore, the surface of intersection of three cosingular 
complexes Cf, (7,*, C, 1 which contain a given line I is touched along 
I by the complex cones of the points of I for C 4 *. 

129. Conies determined in a plane by cosingular 

complexes. The cosingular complexes determine in any given 

plane a system of conies; four of these conies can be drawn to 

touch any line in the plane, since four complexes pass through 

the line. 

x^ 
If in the equation 2 - — = 0, we write xi =* a* + kb it we obtain 

2 r a -£- + 2*2 £&- + VS - b [ = 0. 

If, now, (a, 6) is a point on the complex conic corresponding to 
/a, the roots of this equation in k must be equal, i.e. 

Xi + M \ + P \ ** + /*/ 
Let Pi*=(ai6* — «*&<)*> ^ en we easily see that SP^^O, since 

ft 

Xa^bk = 0, and the equation to determine /x. may be written 

ft 

2 -- P *- =0 

(Xi + /*)(X fc + /») 

In this equation the coefficient of p* is 22P# which is zero, 

i k 

and the coefficient of /i 3 is 22Po: {2X — (X» + X 4 )}, which is also 

 k 

zero ; thus the equation for fi reduces to a quadratic ; hence, 
through any point of the given plane there pass two conies of the 
system. 

j. 11 
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130. Elliptic coordinates of a line. The parameters p of 
the four cosingular complexes of C* which pass through a line y 
may be taken as the coordinates of this line*, and if 

/(M) = (*i + /*) — (*• + /*). 
we have v 

n „*_fa + *)fa + t**)fa + f**)fa + fr) r 

for since 



/'(-M /'(-*<) /'(-X0 V'(-x.) 

=V(-x.)=° (ii) ; 

it is easily verified that y belongs to the complexes corresponding 
to fa, fi 9 , fa, and fa, where the latter quantities are the roots of 

we shall denote these complexes by C x \ C 2 \ C 3 *, Of. 

The quantities . are coordinates of the singular lines of C 2 which 

V/'(-A,) 

satisfy the equations (X 3 ^)=0 ; (X 4 o^)=0, (Art. 80), i.e. the singular lines of 
the third order. 

Taking one of the four complexes as (7*, which corresponds to 
/i = oo , (Art. 115), the lines x of C 2 are given by the equations 

rt -i- fo + zOfo + ^H ^ + fli) 
P% ~ /'(-\)~ 

and the singular lines of (7* by the equations 

*■*-— 7*(_x«) (m) ' 

for the lines determined thereby satisfy the equations (\#*) = 0, 
(X*^) = 0, for all values of fa and fa. 

The lines p.x?= Jf)-\ \ satisfy also the equation (\*a?) = Q 9 

and hence are the tangents to the principal tangent curve deter- 
mined by (7 s on 4>, (Art. 80), i.e. the singular lines of the second 
order. 

If in equations (i), fa and fa have given values, and fa = fa — fa 
we obtain the 32 pencils of lines 

~ *, _ -i- 1\ -l „\ /fa+J^Lfa + /*■) /; v \ . 

* This method is due to Klein, see Math. Ann. n. 
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these pencils are the tangent lines of 4> at the points of contact of 
the 32 singular lines 



J 






i.e. a tangent of 4> is (\% + p)x if where Xi is a singular line of C*. 
The quantities fa and fa may be regarded as determining a point 
on 4>. 

If in (iv) fa be taken as constant and fa vary, the pencils of 
lines y belong to C x 2 f and touch 4>, but are not singular lines 
of CV, hence they are the tangents to 4> at the points of the 
principal tangent curve whose tangents are singular lines of C? 
of the second order ; these latter tangents are obtained by putting 
ft — fV, hence, the tangents to the principal tangent curve of 4> 
related to the complex C? are obtained by putting fa = fa = fa and 
varying fa: taking fa = constant, and fa — fa — fa, gives the other 
principal tangents of 4> at the points of this curve. 

If x and x are the singular lines of C* at the points of contact 
P and P of a bitangent line of 4>, #* = a?'j; except for one value 
of k, say i, for which # 4 = — #/, (Art. 83) ; hence #**= #V> and the 
values of fa and fa in (iii) are the same for each singular line ; but 
the tangents y* at P being given by the equations 

p . y? = (x, + rf (\i + fa) (x, + ,*,)//' (- Xj), 

we see that P lies on the principal tangent curve of C x * and also 
on that of (V, and the same holds for P, so that these points P 
and P 7 lie on the same two principal tangent curves. 

When two pairs of values of /* in (i) are equal, e.g. fa — fa, 
fa = fa, x is a singular line of both the complexes C, s and C a f , and 
would therefore seem to be a bitangent line of 4>, but in this 
case 

'•^""^?'-(-^~ J 
whence # meets the three lines 

1 \ V 



V/'(-x>)' V/'O-Xi)' V/V^)' 

which themselves belong either to a sheaf or to a plane pencil; 
hence x is any line in a singular tangent plane or through a 
double point of 4>. 

11—2 
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The equation (dy 2 ) = 0, when expressed in terms of the 
coordinates in of the line y, becomes 

, ,(Mi-M«)(Mi-Ms)(mi-M4) , j,. a < M» ~ Ml) (Ma - M*) (Ma - M4) 

** "~ /(Mi) + * - "" /(*> 

j. A„ « ( M»~M i) (Ms -Ms)( Ms - M4) , j„ , (M4-M1) (M4-M2) (m* - Ms) _ ft 

If ^ and fM 4 are constant, we have as the differential equation 
of the curves of the congruence (C, 2 , Cf) 

da, /( Mi - M s) ( Mi - M*) _ j, a /(Ms - Ms) (Ma - M4) . 

if /i, = ft 4 , the differential equation of the curves whose tangents 
are singular lines of C 3 2 , is seen to be 

dMi(Mi-M s) _ JMsJ M? -_M s) 

V/(mi) V/~(^) 

131. Bitangent linear complexes. Of the 00 1 tangent 
linear complexes 2 (X* + fi) Xitji = 0, of s , which have in common 
with C 2 not only a? but all lines of C 2 consecutive to x, there are 
six which are bitangent, viz. those obtained by writing successively 
\j + /a = 0, ,X« + /a = 0. For the complex 

\-\x 2 y 3 ^}^-\ l x s y s + \-\ 1 x 4 y A + \-\x^ + \-\x $ y 9 ^0 
" touches " C* both in x and in the line all of whose coordinates 
are the same as x except x u i.e. the polar of x for the complex 
«! = 0: denote these six complexes by T lt T a , T Zt T it T 0f T fl . 

If A be any linear complex, (ouc) = 0, it will have a pair of 
polar lines z in common with T lt of which the coordinates are 
given by the equations 

cr.z^iuii, 

cr . z 9 = (X, - \) Xi + /ao,, 
cr.^ = (\ t -X 1 )a?3-|-/ia 3 , 
<r . * 4 = (X 4 — \j) # 4 + fia 4 , 
<r . s 8 = (X 8 — X^ d? 8 + fia 6t 
<r . s„ = (Xe — Xj) # a + /ua e 

where ft has either of the values obtained by expressing that 
(**) = 0. The locus of the lines z is a quadratic complex Sf ; for, 
eliminating the x { from these equations we find 

(s, a, - z 2 a^ (*i(h - z*<h? (^4 - ***$ 

Xj *— A| A$ — &i X4 ~~ A»i 

X5 — Xj X 8 — Xj 



(i); 
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We obtain in this way six quadratic complexes S^, which we 
shall prove to be cosingular*, having the focal surface of (C 2 , A) as 
singular surface. 

For, from the equations (i) we deduce 

hence £<r -^ = — cr2ai . ~ L ~\~ % =» — ajSofaJi 

= a?x u if 2a<#i = 0. 

dS 2 . . * 

So that if x belongs to A, -~- is a line, viz. x t and z is a singular 

line of Sf. 

Hence x is a tangent to the singular surface of Sf at the point 
of contact of the singular line z. The same thing applies to the 
other line, /, associated with x by the equations (i). Therefore, 
any line x of the congruence (C* t A) is a bitangent of the singular 
surface of S^. 

This result holds, similarly, for the other five complexes 

Hence these complexes have as their common singular surface 
the focal surface of the congruence (C 2 , A). 

132. Principal Surfaces f. The tangent linear complexes 
of a line x which belongs to a complex jF=0 of degree w, being 

(y/) + A*(y*) = 0, (Art. 74) (i), 

where f = — , the tangent complex corresponding to a consecutive 

line x + dx is 

{y(df+fidx + xdti)} + {y(f+/ix)}=0 (ii), 

where the dx{ are connected by the equations 

(xdx) = 0, (fdx) = 0, (kdx) = 0, 

in which (kx) = 1, (the quantities k{ being constant), is an equa- 
tion arbitrarily assumed between the coordinates #» of any line J. 

If the complexes (i) and (ii) are the same, we must have that 

dfi + fAdxi + Xidfi = dt(fi + /jLXi) (iii). 

* This theorem was communicated to the author by Mr J. H. Grace. 

t These surfaces are of interest from their analogy with lines of curvature in 
four dimensions ; see Art. 228. 

X This method is due to Voss, see Math. Ann. ix. "Ueber Complexe und 
Congruenzen." 
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This gives nine equations between dxj, ,dx 9 , dp, dt\ but since 

(xdf) = Q, they are equivalent to eight equations. Eliminating 
the differentials we obtain 

/ll+M /l2 /l* fu f* /li #1 /l +/**?! 



/« 


/- 


/- 


/« /w /« + /* 


X, 


/a + /*»« 


*k 


#Cg 


k t 


K4 A?5 A?g 








«, 


^ 


*Z?g 


#4 X, X, 









= 0. 



Now multiplying the last column by n — 1 and subtracting 
from it the first six columns multiplied respectively by x lt ... a? 6 and 
the seventh by p (n — 2), we find 



/u + /* /m /« /14 fu fu 



X, 







/« 


/« /« /« fu fn + P X, 





h 


flCl wj 1G4 A7q A7g U 


-(*») 


«i 


Xj Xf X 4 X s X, 






-0; 



or, finally, 



/u + A* /w /» /u /» / M 



^1 






/« + /* 

#6 



*6 





= 0. 



This is an equation to determine ft which is of the third 
degree, since the coefficient of y} is equal to n(n — l)F, which is 
zero ; hence, there are in general three finite and distinct values 
of /i, say fa> H>2> th'> each of them gives one set of values of dx it 
hence there are three lines of F consecutive to x for each of which 
one tangent linear complex is the same as one of x. Thus starting 
from x we may proceed to the one of the three consecutive lines 
which corresponds to /^ and then from that line to the one which 
corresponds to fr + dfa, and so on ; thus we have a singly infinite 
set of lines forming a ruled surface; such a surface is called a 
Principal Surface of the Complex: in each line x of F three 
Principal Surfaces intersect 

In the case of the quadratic complex C 2 , or (X^) = 0, the 
determinant for fi is 
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Xi + M 
\ + fi 







&2 



\ + P #6 



«1 



x. 







= 0, i.e. 2 



Xs 



.9 



\i + fi 



= 0. 



Hence tfAe values of fi are those which give the three complexes 
through x cosingular to C 9 ; so that if dx{ are the increments of the 
Xi corresponding to /l^, dx" corresponding to /*,, dxl" corresponding 
to m, th e equations (iii) become in this case 



dx i '+~ i ^ = dt.x i 



\ + f*l 



(iv), 



hence 



xf 






= d*2 



xf 



*i + /*j' 



therefore 2 -*^L - 0, similarly 2 ^^ = 0, 

f.6. the line Xi + dxl belongs to C^ and C^ 2 ; hence the Principal 
Surfaces for C* are the ruled surfaces J?,,, iJa, i^ii *.*• ^ twter- 
sections of (7 s tw'jA Jwo o/ $Ae three quadratic complexes through x 
cosingular with C\ 

133. Involntory position of two lines. It is to be noticed that from 
equations (iv) it follows that 

(dx*dx")=0, (<&"<**"') = 0, (d^'cLO-O: 
we shall show that this holds for any complex. 

In equations (iii) let the line x be taken as the edge A x A k of the 
tetrahedron of reference, and let the equation (lcdx)=*0 be c£r 6 =0, then since 
A t A 4 has the coordinates (0, 0, 0, 0, 1, -i), the equation (xdx)*=Q becomes 
c2r 6 — u2r 6 «0 9 hence dx b =0. 

In the present case, therefore, the equations (iii) take the form 

dft+pdxy—dt.fv df 2 +fidxt= dt.f i9 df^+iidx^dt.f z , dft+ydx^dt ,f A , 



fvkdxi+fndxt+fndaBi+ifn+fids^dt.fv 
together with f x dx x +/ a dx 2 +/ s dx z +/ 4 dx A = 0. 

dx dj? dx dx 

These equations show that -?*, -t- 2 , ,- s , -£ are proportional to the 

coordinates of a point in which a quadric of the pencil 

/u*i 2 +2/ w &&+ -^(tf+tf +tf +tf)=0, 

touches the plane 



fiii+Mt+Aii+ftti-O- 
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It is easily seen that there are three such quadrics* and that any two 
points of contact are conjugate with regard to any quadric of the pencil, and 
hence with regard to fi 8 +£ 2 8 +fo 2 +f4 2a =0; therefore 

{dx'djf')=*0, (cfcr"<*r"')=0, {dar<U)=Q. 

To determine the property expressed by these equations we notice that 
any plane n through A l A i , having coordinates (0, *r 2 , n 3 , 0), meets the line 
joining the points o< and & in the point a*+A&, where 

^ = ,.. ir t° t + ir 3 g 8 . 

and meets the line joining a/ to ft' in the point a/+/ift', where 

«=_ ir W+_ ir s a s'. 

""A'+^A" 

then, eliminating ir % and ir s we obtain a relation between X and p which is 
symmetrical if 

The last equation may be written 

(& + os) W W)~ (ft-*,) (0^^ 

Now if the points o< and a/ are consecutive to A x and the points & and ft' 
to A Ai then talring^ a «rai/9*-a*&, ^i s ^ 19 +/> M , &c. ; it is clear that 

dPtt^P* ^Pm"* 1 ^* ^is— ft> rf/> 42 --o 2 , &c, 
and the last equation becomes 

dx x dx x ' + dx 2 dx 2 ' + e£r 3 ckr s ' + ctr 4 cfcr 4 ' «= ; 

this equation is therefore the condition that the planes through the line x 
should meet the two lines x+dx> x+dx* in pairs of points ultimately forming 
an involution. The two lines consecutive to x are then said to have an 
Involutory position with regard to each other. 

* Since the sections of the quadrics U+\V=0 by any plane form a pencil of 
conies through the four points in which the carve ((/, V) meets the plane; and 
three of these conies consist of a pair of lines. Moreover the diagonals of the 
complete quadrilateral formed by the four points form a self- conjugate triangle with 
reference to any conic through the four points. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



POLAR LINES, POINTS, AND PLANES. 



134. Polar lines. The polar line V of a line I with reference 

to a complex Cj, cosingular to (7 J , has coordinates 1$ — k — - — , 
(Art. 79), where 

* — *$*■; 

V coincides with I for values of /a which make k = 0, ie. for the 
four values given by 

Regarding ^ as variable, the lines V generate a ruled surface, 
on which I is therefore a fourfold line ; to find the degree of this 
surface, we determine the number of lines V which meet a given 
line a, i.e. for which (aZ') = 0, or, for which 

if I and a intersect this equation reduces to 

Hence there are eight values of /a, viz. the four obtained from 

the equation k = 0, and the four from 2 * = ; the degree of 

the surface is therefore eight. 

An exceptional case is that of a line which is common to four fundamental 
complexes, e.g. for either of the lines 
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the polar of one of these lines, with regard to any complex included in the 
series (jh£)=0, is the other; these are the only lines, in the case of the general 
complex, for which the polar relationship is reciprocal. 

There are nine lines I for which V is the polar with regard to 

C* ; for since pi/ = l t (1 — k\i), where k = /A27a ; , the values of k 
are those given by the equation 

and are nine in number. 

These lines form a closed system ; for any one of them being 
given, V is determined, and hence the other eight lines I. 

135. Between the ten lines consisting of V and the nine lines 
I for which V is the polar for a quadratic complex the following 
remarkable relation exists*. 

In any quadratic complex C * or 2 - *- =0, the lines x for 

\i + Hi 

which a given line I 1 is the polar for Cy t 9 , are afforded by the 

equations 

P .y=*,.(i--*J, 

or, if ft = f^ — k f 

p . If (X< + ftj) = Xi (\i + /*). 

The equation to determine a is 2 * ,\ -\J— = 0, which is of 

the tenth degree, and of which one root is y^ ; let the others be 
denoted by //-,, i**, ••• /*io> then between I 1 and the nine lines 
Z n ... l x , of which Z 1 is the polar for Cy,', we have the equations 

Again starting with l n , we find as the nine lines of which l n 
is the polar for C^', those given by the equations 

<r .h u fa + to) = *t (\ + M), 
where p is one of the roots of the equation 

z ~<X« + Atf ' 

an equation of the tenth degree of which one root is /i,. 

Inserting in this equation for If 1 (X* + p*) t its value 

p-lH^i + tti), 
we obtain, to determine /*, the same equation as before. 

* This theorem is due to W. Stahl ; CrelU's Journal (1S83). 
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Hence we conclude that there are 10 complexes C^ t ... C^f 
cosingular with C 2 such that 

for C w « the line l l is the polar of J n , l m , ... J x ; 

and so on; and having given any line I and any quadratic 
complex, nine other lines, and nine other cosingular complexes 
are determined having these relations. 

136. Corresponding loci of polar lines. From the con- 
nexion between the coordinates of a line x and its polar x' for G\ it 
is clear that when x describes a complex of degree n, x describes a 
complex of degree 3n, since x( is proportional to a cubic expression 
in the coordinates a**. 

If a/ belongs to the linear complex (ay) = 0, the locus of x is 

(ax) — k (Kax) = 0, 

i.e. (ax) (\*x*) - 2 (X*») (\ax) = 0, 

a cubic complex, to which the singular Hues of C % belong. 

137. If x describes a 'plane pencil, its polar x' describes a 
ruled cubic. 

For let Xi*=Oi + fjbi, where a and 6 are the lines of (7* in the 

given pencil, then 

pxj = a{ + fibi — k\{ (ai + ftfct), 
hence writing 

(\ J a*) = .A, (X^^B, (X a a6) = C, (Xab) = D, 

we have 4jiD - k (A + 2fiC + fi*B) = 0, 

therefore 

a.Xi'wz (a { + fJ>i) (A + 2fiO + fi 2 B) - ^D^a* - 4>fi?DXibi ; 

from which it follows that any line meets three of the lines a?', 
hence the locus of of is a ruled cubic whose directrices are the 
lines common to the complexes 

(cwO = 0, (&c) = 0, (Xax) = 0, (\for) = 0. 

These lines* are the polar of the point (a, b) for the complex 

* The relation between two intersecting lines a, j8 which are connected by the 
equation (Xo0)=O should be noticed; it states that the polar line of a for C 2 meets 
0, and vice vend; hence a and are conjugate lines both with regard to the complex 
conic of the plane (a, jS), and with regard to the complex cone of the point (a, 0). 

There are two lines x which satisfy the equations 

(xa)=0, (*/*) = 0, (Xa*) = 0, (X/9*) = 0, (a/9) = 0; 
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conic of the plane (a, 6), and the polar line for the plane (a, b) of 
the complex cone of the point (a, 6); since the latter line meets 
the two lines a and b (which are special positions of x), it is 
therefore the double directrix of the surface. 

If the given pencil contains a singular line of C* the locus of of 
is a regulus. For if 6 is a singular line, then B = 0. 

Two polar lines I and V determine a congruence (&r) = 0, 
(Z'a?) = 0; if I describes a pencil a + pb, these congruences give 
rise to the complex 

(ax) (Xbx) - (bx) (Kax) = 0. 

If X is the polar of I and P any point on I, then if the lines x 
describe the pencil (P, V\ I is the double directrix of the locus 
of x' ; for here, since (xV) = 0, and also 

(xV) = ItXiU (1 - kki) = - k (klx), 

therefore (KXx) = ; 

moreover (Ix) = 2J t a?f (1 — p\i) = — p (\lx) = ; 

therefore all the lines x meet I. But there are two lines x in 
the pencil (P, V\ viz. the two lines of C 2 , hence I is the double 
directrix of the locus of x\ Through each point Foil there pass 
two lines x\ to which there correspond two lines x of (P, V) ; we 
deduce that if P and P' are any two points on any line I, there 
are two planes through I for whose complex conies P and P / 
are conjugate points. 

138. When x* describes a sheaf of centre P, x will describe a 
congruence of order 2 and class 3. For the locus of a is clearly 
that which is formed by the polar lines of P with regard to the 
complex conies of the planes through P ; and if P / be any point, 
there are two planes through PP f for which P and P / are 
conjugate with regard to their complex conic ; hence, through any 
point P' we can draw two lines of the locus of x. To find the 
class of the locus of x (or the number of lines x in any plane), we 
proceed as follows : — 

the one which lies in the plane (a, /3), being conjugate both to a and /9, is the polar 
of the point (a, p) for the complex conic of the plane (a, j8); similarly the line 
x which passes through the point (a, ft) is seen to be the polar line of the oomplex 
cone of the point (a, 0) for the plane (a, 0). 

If in addition to (a/9)=0, (Aa/9)=0, we have (\ s a0) = O, the polar lines for C? of 
a and /3 will intersect. 
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Consider the locus of x when x meets two given lines a and b ; 
it is obtained from the equations 

(aid) = k (a\x), (bx) = k (b\x) t k = ' ; 

they give a congruence whose lines are included in the congruence 



(ax) (b\x) - (bx) (a\x) «= \ 

= 0} (l) ' 



(ax) (\*x*) - 2 (\x*) (a\x) 

The congruence given by these equations is of degree and 
class 6, and excluding the lines of the congruence (a#) = 0, 
(a\#) = 0, we obtain as the required congruence, one of degree 
and class 5. Now suppose a and b to intersect, then we may 
divide the locus of a! into two portions, viz. the sheaf (a, b) and 
the plane system (a, b). To the former corresponds a congruence 
K of lines x t which is of order 2, from above, and to the latter 
corresponds another congruence K' of lines x, which must there- 
fore be of order 3. 

By duality we see that the order of K is equal to the class of 
K\ and conversely, hence K is a congruence (2, 3) and K' is a 
congruence (3, 2) ; so that, when x' describes a sheaf, x describes a 
congruence (2, 3); when x describes a plane system, x describes a 
congruence (3, 2). 

Since the polar line of a line of (7 8 coincides with it, the point 
(a, b) is "singular" for the complex K, i.e. all the lines of the 
complex cone of this point belong to K ; similarly the tangents of 
the complex conic of the plane (a, 6) belong to K'. 

Thus through any point Q we have two lines x, and corre- 
sponding to them their polars x' through P; taking another 
position of P, we have again two lines x' corresponding to two 
other lines of the sheaf Q. 

Hence, the locus of lines x' corresponding to a sheaf of Unes x 
is a congruence K^ of order 2, and similarly it is seen to be of 
class 3. Reciprocally, if x describe a plane system, x describes a 
congruence K( of order 3 and class 2. 

139. If x' describes a plane pencil, x will describe a ruled 
surface whose degree is 7. For it has been seen that the lines x, 
whose polars x' meet any line q f form a cubic complex Q 3 , to which 
the singular lines of C* belong. . The intersection of this complex 
Q 8 with the congruence given by the previous equations (i), 
(Art. 138), is a ruled surface of degree 2 . 3 . 2 . 3 = 36 ; while the 
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intersection of Q* and the congruence (ax) = 0, (a\x) = is a ruled 
sextic; hence the lines x of Q 8 whose polars x' meet the lines 
a and b form a ruled surface of degree 30. 

But the singular lines of C* which belong to the congruence (i), 
are given by the equations 

(\a?) = 0, (XW) = 0, (ax) (bkx) - (bx) (a\x) = 0, 

and hence form a ruled surface of degree 16. We conclude there- 
fore, that the lines x whose polars x meet the three lines q, a and b, 
(thus forming a regulus), are the generators of a ruled surface of 
degree 14. 

If a and b intersect each other the regulus formed by x be- 
comes two pencils, and the locus of x becomes two surfaces of 
degree 7. 

140. Polar planes and points of the complex. Denoting 
by x, y, z, w the four singular lines through any point P, we have 
the series of identical equations (Art. 13), 

Axi + Bi/i+Czi + Dwi^O (i), 

the line a common to the planes of xy and zw % has therefore the 
coordinates Axi+ By it (or Czi + Dwi), (Art. 13); similarly (J which 
is common to the planes xz and yw, is Axi + Cz { ; and 7 which is 
commoD to the planes xw and yz, is Axt + DtVi. 

From (i), the equations 

(\a£) = 0, (\/3y) = 0, (X 7 a) = 0, 
(\*a£) = 0, (V0y) = O, (\*ya) 

at once follow, e.g. 

(Xa/3) = l\i (Axi + B yi ) (Ax { + Cz { ) 

= BC (\yz) + CA (\zx) + AB (Xxy)* - 0. 

Now it was seen, (Art. 137), that (P being the point (a, f})) 
the two solutions of the equations, 

(ua) - 0, (\au) - 0, (u») = 0, 

(t*£) = 0, (\#<) = 0, (a£) = 0, 

are the polar of P for the complex conic of the plane (a, ft), and 
the polar line of the plane (a, 8) for the complex cone of P ; in 
the present case the solutions are obviously 7* and Xi7< + #"7», 
i.e. 7, and its polar line for C* ; hence it is seen that the polar line 

* This arises from squaring each side of the equations ~ Dw^ Ax { + By { + Cz if 
multiplying by \ t and adding. 



:?} <*>. 
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for C* of any one of the lines a, £, 7 is the polar line of P for the 
complex conic of the plane of the other two ; denoting these polar 
lines by a', f¥, y it is clear that they intersect each other ; e.g. 

the plane of the polar lines of a, /3, 7 is called the polar plane of 
P for the complex C*. 

Again from (i) we derive the system of equations 

A (XiXi + fjLXi) + B (X#< + pyi) + C (V» + Wi) + D.Qwi + t*Wi) = ; 

so that the four lines Xx + px, , Xw + pw are seen to lie, for 

any given value of /a, on the same regulus p. Now the line a' is 
\i(Ax{ + Byi) + sc(Axi + Byi) or A (Xx + tcx) + B (\y + icy) where 
(X % xy) -f- 2k (Xxy) = 0, and, in consequence, Xx + kx, \y + icy inter- 
sect in a point l ; thus for p, ^= k the regulus p becomes two plane 
pencils which have one common line, viz. a', which therefore passes 
through X and 0,', the centres of these two pencils. 

The line P0 Y is seen to be the intersection of the planes 
(x, \x) (y, \y), i.e. the intersection of the tangent planes of 4>, at 
the points of contact of x and y respectively. The lines Xx + px, 
Xy + p,y only meet for p = oo , or p = k ; they determine on P0 1 an 
involution, of which P and X are the double points. 

The lines Xx + px, Xy + p!y will meet on P0 X provided that 
(/*+ /*') (X#y) + (X*xy) = 0, or p. + pf « 2k. 

If such a point of intersection lies on 4>, and v is the singular line 
associated with the point, we have 

TVi = p (X»#» + pxi) + cr (X { yi + pfyt) + w*, 

where u is the line P0 1 \ together with the condition that u if 
Xi^ + p&i and X^ -I- fi'y* belong to the linear complex Xv ; (which 
involves that this linear complex should be special and therefore 
(XV) = 0) ; therefore we have for the determination of the lines v, 
i.e. the singular lines associated with the respective points in 
which P0 X meets 4>, the equations 

p, + p! = 2k, 

p (X*xu) + a (X*yu) + (Xu*) = 0, 

p (XV) + a- {(X*xy) + (p + /) (May) + W*' (**y)} + ( Va?M ) - °> 
P {( V«y) + (/* + /O (X*ay) + p.p! (Xxy)} + or (xy ) + (X'yu) = 0. 

Since these equations are symmetrical with regard to p and p', 
it follows that if Xx + p&, Xy + p'y meet in a point A x of 4>, then 
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will \# + px, \y + fiy meet in a point A 9 of 4> ; the lines t; for 
these points will have the same pair of values for p and <r, and 
differ only through the interchange of fi and p. 

Now the lines \x + fix, Xx + icx, Xx + px, x form a harmonic 
pencil, since /* + /*' = 2*, therefore 

2 _J_ 1 

por PA X + PAS 

in a precisely similar manner we obtain 

2 11 



P0 X PA, ' PA 4 ' 
therefore ^ = ^ + p ^ + ^ + p ^ f 

ie., the point 2 lies on the third polar (polar plane) of P with 
regard to 4>; and this being true for each point 0, we see that 
the polar plane of P tvith regard to C* is the third polar of P with 
regard to 4>. 

141. The four singular lines which lie in any plane ir are 
connected by an equation similar in form to (i), and in that case 
the lines a, 0, y are the diagonals of the complete quadrilateral 
formed by them. The equations (ii), (Art. 140), again hold; the 
first three of them assert that a, fi 9 y form a self-conjugate triangle 
with regard to the complex conic of their plane, the latter three 
show that the polar lines for C* of a, 0, y are concurrent. .The 
point in which these polar lines meet is called the pole of ir with 
regard to C 2 ; by duality, this point is seen to be the third polar, 
(polar point), of the plane ir with regard to 4>, considered as 
a surface of the fourth class. 

The point P for which n is the polar plane is not the pole of ir ; cor- 
responding to any plane «■ there are 11 points for which n is the polar plane, 
viz. the 27 intersections of the first polars with regard to * of any three points 
of it diminished by the number of double points of *, i.e. 27-16=11. 

In the present case from consideration of the equations 

(ua) = 0, (Xau) = 0, (w») = 0, 

(t*/9) = 0, (X/9k) = 0, («£)=<>; 

if the vertices of the triangle formed by a, 0, 7 be denoted by 
A, B and C, the polar line of ir with regard to the complex cone 
of A is the polar line of a for C* t and similarly for the complex 
cones of B and C. 
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142. The diameters of the complex. The polars with 
regard to O of lines in the plane at infinity are called diameters, 
(Art. 79). If P is any point on a line /, the polar plane it of I with 
regard to the complex cone of P passes through l\ the polar of 
Z for O; hence if I lie in any plane e, the polar line a for € 
with regard to the complex cone of P lies in ir, i.e. meets l\ If 
€ is the plane at infinity a is the axis of a complex cylinder, and 
we have, since V becomes a diameter d, every diameter d is met by 
the axes of all complex cylinders which meet the line 8 to which d is 
polar, (i.e. which are parallel to the direction determined by 8). 

143. The Centre of the complex. It has been seen, 
(Art. 141), that in any plane ir there is one triangle, self-conjugate 
for the complex conic of C* in 7r, and such that the polar lines 
for C 8 of its sides intersect in one point, the pole of ir for C\ 

Taking the tetrahedron thus formed as that of reference, the 
pole of 7r being A Af it is easy to see that the conditions just stated 
cause the equation of C* to assume the form 

(hip** + <htp\ % + Oup^ + a*p* u 4- Onpu + a^i?* + 2Zp 1 # J4 

+ 2Mp lt p u + 2Np u p n + 2Rp u p a + 2Sp*p u + 2Tp u p lA = ; 

for the method of Art. 79 shows that if p'& is the polar line of p^ 

for any quadratic complex /(pi*) = 0,2>'ik is given by the equations 

df 
p p'n = *Pm + J g~ , &c., 

and expressing that A t A A is the polar of A x A 2i &c, we obtain the 
form stated. 

Hence, if 1& is any line in the plane a*, since Ji 4 = J« = /* = 0, 
its polar line 1% is given by the equations 

P • l\% — tin + Lln> P • J'w = fc l lt + Ml lt , p . l\ A = aJvt 

p.V u = 0,^2, p.^4j= tt u Z u , p.l' a =* icl v + Nl n 

These equations do not involve the coefficients R, S, T; hence 
the polar of any line of the plane system a A is the same for 
oo s quadratic complexes. 

The equation a^p 2 * + a lt p\ % + a l2 p\ = 0, 

is satisfied by the tangents of the complex conic c* of a 4 ; if the 
lines /, m are conjugate for c 8 , then, since I — fiw, I + p.m are 
tangents of c 8 , we have 

aji^m^ + a^l^m^ + aj is m 12 = (ii); 

if, in addition, their polar lines l', m intersect each other, we 
have from (i) that 

NaJL^m^ + Ma^l^m^^ + ia 12 / ia m 12 = (iii), 

J. 12 



...(i). 
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hence, there is one line m, conjugate to I for c* f such that the polars 
of I and m intersect. 

From equations (ii) and (iii) we derive 

(tc + N ) aJ n nLn + (k + M ) o^m,, + (tc + L) aj^rn^^ = 0, 

i.e. I'nM'u + J'uWl'tf + F»m' 14 = 0, 

but this is the condition, (Art. 4), that the plane through A 4 and 
V should contain the point in which m! meets a 4 , hence, the plane 
(V, m) passes through A 4 . 

The polars for C* of the lines of the pencil (I, m) form a ruled 
cubic p\ (Art. 137), whose simple directrix is n the polar line of 
the point {I, m) for c* ; its double directrix d being the polar line 
of the plane (I, m) for the complex cone of the point (I, m). Let 
A and B be the points in which n meets c s ; then upon n two 
involutions are determined, one consisting of points P, Q which 
divide AB harmonically, the other of the pairs of points P, P'\ 
Q, Qf t &c, in which the two generators through the points of 
d meet n. Now A and B are the double points of the first 
involution and they form a pair of conjugate points in the second ; 
hence the involutions are harmonic, (Introd. v.). It follows that 
P', Q' divide AB harmonically; hence, if the plane of the gene- 
rators through P and P f meets d in L, while the plane of the 
generators through Q and Q' meets d in L\ the points L> L are 
conjugate points of an involution upon d. 

If p, q are the generators of p* through P and Q, the planes 
(p> h), (?» n ) therefore form a pair in an involution of planes ; the 
double planes of this involution are 04 and the plane (A 4t n) ; hence, 
the planes (p, n), (q, n) are harmonically divided by the planes 
a 4 and (A 4t n). Two such polar lines p, q, will be called conjugate. 

If ou is taken as the plane at infinity, its pole for C % is termed 
by Plttcker the Centre of the complex ; and it follows fiom what 
has just been seen, that if p, q are two conjugate diameters, the 
planes through p parallel to q and through q parallel to p are 
equidistant from the centre of the complex; and if p, q, r are three 
mutually conjugate diameters, {i.e., meeting the plane at infinity in 
points which form a self-conjugate triangle for its complex conic), 
Hie centre of the parallelepiped, which has p t q t r for non-inter- 
secting edges, is the centre of the complex. 



CHAPTER X. 

REPRESENTATION OF A COMPLEX BY THE POINTS 
OF THREE-DIMENSIONAL SPACE. 

144. A (1, 1) correspondence can be established between the 
lines of a quadratic complex C* and the points of space by aid of 
formulae due to Klein and Nother*. For if the edges A X A 2 , 
A^As of' the tetrahedron of reference be taken to be two lines of 
a pencil of lines of C a , the equation of G 2 assumes the form 

Pnb+p lz a + <f> = 0, 

where a and 6 are linear functions, and </> a quadratic function, of 
the four other line coordinates. We maty therefore write 

v.p u **(ax s -bx 3 )x lt 

v.ptoVBiaxt — bx^x^ 

i' . p u = (a#j — bx a ) #j, 

v . pn = (ax 3 — bx 2 ) x 4l 

v . pu = $ . x 2 ~~ cur 1 x 4t 

v.pii^-fa + bxjXt) 

where in a, 6 and </> we suppose p 14 replaced by x lt p^ by x^, &c. 

The coordinates pn will then satisfy the identity 

PnPu + PnP* + PuPn = 0, 

and the equation of the complex. It is seen that each line of the 
complex defines in general oue point x^ and vice versd. 

To the lines of a congruence (Z, C 2 ) will correspond the points 
of the cubic surface 

4 

(ax z — bx 2 ) X hxi + h (<l> • x % ~ cw?i^ 4 ) + J 6 (— £ • #a + bx 1 x 4 ) = 0. 

i 

This cubic surface being denoted by a* and the quadric 

* G'Mt. Nach. 1869. The developments of this chapter are due to Caporali, see 
Geometric 

12—2 
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axt — bx % = by p, it is clear that <t* and p have in common the 
generator of p given by l 5 x 2 — l^x* = J 5 a — l 6 b = 0, together with a 
quintic curve <f ; this curve <f will be called the fundamental 
curve of the representation. All the cubic surfaces a* pass 
through <f. 

If in the linear complex L we have £ 8 = /„ = 0, it will contain 
the lines Pu = p4a=pu=Pn = 0, i.e. those which form the pencil 
(A lt o 4 ); this pencil being called the fundamental pencil, it is 
seen that to the points of a plane there will correspond the lines 
of a congruence (C a , L), where L contains the fundamental pencil. 

To any point of p, or ax % — bx 9 = 0, corresponds a line belonging 
to the fundamental pencil, determined by the equation 

x z p l2 + Xip n = ; 
so that to all the points of the generator a = pb, x 2 = fix 3 there 
corresponds the same live of the fundamental pencil. Denoting 
for convenience the region occupied by the lines pa by A, and 
that occupied by the points x { by S, it is seen that while to a 
point of S there corresponds in general one line of A, to a point 
&i of q* there will correspond the singly infinite set of lines 

Xj Xq M/0 X4 

these lines form the pencil (A lt a 4 ) together with another pencil 
which has one line in common with it; the latter pencil must 
therefore have its centre on the curve of intersection of 04 with 
the singular surface, and its plane passing through A x . 

Any line of (A lf a*) meets the singular surface in three points 
distinct from A u and therefore belongs to three of the preceding 
pencils (which correspond to points of q 5 ), hence, each of the 
generators of p of the system a = p,b, tf 9 = /A# 8 , meets <f three times. 
Since any plane through a generator of this system meets <f five 
times, it follows that each generator of the other system meets <f 
twice, such a pair of points will be called conjugate. 

To a line of 8 corresponds the ruled surface common to C % and 
two linear complexes which contain the fundamental pencil, and 
therefore a ruled cubic; since the line meets p twice, the ruled 
cubic contains two lines of (A lf 04), i.e. its double directrix passes 
through A 1 and its single directrix lies in a 4 . 

If the line of S meets g* in the point P, the pencil which 
corresponds to P breaks off from the ruled cubic, i.e. to a line of S 
which meets (f once there corresponds a regulus of A. 
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If the line meets <f twice there will correspond to it in A a 
pencil, hence, to a chord of <f there corresponds a pencil of G\ To 
two pencils of C a which have a common line there correspond 
intersecting chords of <f. Conversely to & pencil of C* corresponds 
a line of S which meets q* twice. Since any line of C* belongs to 
four pencils of C\ four chords of <f can be drawn through any 
point. 

To any curve c in S there will correspond a ruled surface t in 
A, while to each intersection of r and any special linear complex 
L corresponds an intersection of c and the cubic surface a* 
connected with L, i.e., tlie degree of t is equal to the number of 
intersections of c and a 3 diminished by the number of intersections 
of c and q* f hence, to any conic of 8 which meets g* four times there 
corresponds a regulus of C\ 

There are oo 1 such conies in any plane, or oo* conies in &U, 
hence there are oo 4 reguli of C**, (Art. 116). 

The reguli which contain one line of (A x , a 4 ) correspond in S to lines 
which intersect q*. 

Conversely, any regulus p of C* being given by the equations 

SoikPik = Zbikpit = XcikPik = 0, 

we may eliminate p l99 p„ and obtain a complex which contains p 
and the fundamental pencil ; thus the curve c corresponding to p 
is jplane ; also it is a conic, for since any other complex £</{*/)# = 0, 
for which d li = d li = 0, has two lines in common with p, the 
corresponding plane has two points in common with c ; thus c is a 
conic, which by the foregoing is seen to intersect q* four times. 

If yi is a point of A on p&, we have 

y*Pu + y*P* + ViPn = 0, (Art. 3), 
therefore y 2 # 8 4- y 3 x 2 + y*x A = ; 

so that the curve of S which corresponds to the complex cone of 
A whose vertex is y*, is a conic which lies in the plane whose 
equation is that just given, i.e. to the complex cones of A corre- 
*spond conies in planes through A } . 

Similarly if u { is a plane through p^ we have 

"iPi4 + ^2/>a* + H3P34 = 0, 

hence to the complex conies of A correspond conies in planes which 
pass through A A . 

* This result was discovered by Caporali from the above considerations. 
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146. The reguli of a congruence [2, 2]. To the lines of 
a congruence (L, C*) correspond the points of a cubic surface o* ; 
of the 27 lines of this cubic surface, one, r, is the common generator 
of p and o- 8 , this line r is met by 10 others p lt ... p™*, each of these 
lines pi meets p a second time and therefore meets <f once ; every 
plane section of a 3 through one of these lines consists of the line 
and a conic which meets g 5 four times ; these 10 systems of oo 1 
conies are therefore the 'images' of the 10 systems of oo * reguli 
of (L, C a ). Each of the remaining 16 lines meets p twice, in 
points which do not lie on r, i.e. in points of j 8 ; it therefore 
corresponds to one of the 16 pencils of the congruence. 

The lines p t form five pairs of intersecting lines ; if. p, p' are 
such a pair, since the point (p, p') lies on a*, the conies in any 




Fig. 8. 

two planes through p and p' respectively have two points in 
common, and therefore are the images of reguli of two associated 
systems of (L t C*), (Art. 118), one system belonging to a 2^ and 
the other to the connected 2/. 

If P, P f are the points outside r in which p and p' meet p, the 
line PP' is a generator of p (since it contains three points of p\ 
hence P and P f are conjugate points of q 6 . 

Two reguli of the same triplex 2 M belong to the same linear 
complex A, viz. that which corresponds to the line -j ~ - — joining 

the vertices of the cones (or planes of the conies) which correspond 
to the two reguli in C* 9 (Art. 116); hence the two reguli belong 
to the same system of reguli of (A, C 9 ); it follows that the images 
of the two reguli are conies in planes through the same line p, i.e. 

* Salmon, Oeom. of Three Dimension*, 3rd Ed., p. 465. 
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the planes of these conies pass through the same point P of <f\ also 
the conies in planes through p\ i.e. whose planes pass through P', 
are the images of the associated system of reguli of (A, (7 2 ). 

Thus, in each of the oo * planes through any point P of <f> the 
oo J conies through the other four points of <f form the images of 
the oo s reguli of a triplex 2 M , while the conies arising similarly 
from the conjugate point P* are the images of the reguli of 2/. 

Since the singular lines are the complete intersection of (7 s 
with a quadratic complex, it follows that any pencil of C 2 contains 
two, any regulus of C % four, and any ruled cubic surface of C* six 
singular lines. Hence, of the locus in S corresponding to the 
singular lines, any line in S contains six points, therefore this 
surface is of the sixth degree. The surface has <f as double 
curve, for to each point P of g* there correspond two singular 
lines, viz. those in the pencils which correspond to P. 

That the fundamental curve in S is of the fifth degree may be seen 
directly as follows : — a linear complex A, or Saopu^O, through the funda- 
mental pencil, gives rise, by aid of the (1, 1) correspondence of cosingular 
complexes, to a special linear complex A' with directrix a' through the pencil 
(P, it) corresponding to the fundamental pencil in a cosingular complex C^ % ; 
and there are five pencils of the congruence (£p 9 , a') which have one line in 
common with (P, «■), e.g. if a' passes through P the pencils are the other 
pencil of (C^ 2 , a') through P together with four pencils in tangent planes to 
the singular surface through a* ; hence there are five pencils of (C 2 , A) each of 
which has one line in common with the fundamental pencil ; i.e. the plane 
20^.2^=0 meets the fundamental curve in five points. 

When there is a double line* the curve a* has a double point. For, to 
a double line I of C* corresponds a double line /' in C^ (for since C 2 contains 
a line which belongs tooo 1 pencils so also must tf M s ) and if A contains I then 
will A' contain l\ hence two of the four points of intersection of a' and the 
singular surface coincide, similarly for two tangent planes through a! ; there- 
fore any linear complex through the fundamental pencil and the double line 
contains only four distinct pencils of C % which possess one line of the 
fundamental pencil, thus any plane through the point L which corresponds 
to I meets g 6 in only four distinct points, hence L is a double point of q 6 . 

146. Representation of the congruence [St, Q] by the 
points of a plane. The analytical basis of the representation of 
the lines of a congruence (2, 2) by the points of a singular plane 
of the congruence, depends upon the theorem of Caporali that any 
congruence (2, 2) is contained in a tetrahedral complex. That 

* See Chapter XI. 
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there are 40 such tetrahedral complexes has already been shown, 
(Art. 123); Caporali's proof in a modified form will now be given. 

If C* and A, or 2,a&pik, be the given quadratic and linear 
complexes which contain the congruence, it is clear that 

C* + AA' = 

is a quadratic complex which contains the congruence, whatever 
the complex A 1 may be. Let us take as the vertex A 4 and plane 
a 4 of reference, a singular point and singular plane of the con- 
gruence, and choose the coefficients of A' so that the squared tQrms 
disappear from the equation C* + AA! = 0. 

The last equation now becomes 

P» (diPu + <hPu + <hPu) + JPn (&iPm + hPu + hpu) 

+ Pit (CiPu + C*Pti + t pzi) + dijPuPw + <kpi*Pu + d*P*Pit 

+ ^iP^Pu + etPuPp+ e*p*iPiA = 0. 

Moreover since a 4 is a singular plane of the congruence, the 
conic of this complex in o^, which is obtained by writing zero 
for every p& in the equation either of whose suffixes is 4, must 
break up into two pencils one of which is that of A for cr 4 . But 
diPiiPi* + d%P\*P» + dsPnPii cannot contain a l2 p 12 + a u p lt + a u p l4 as a 
factor, unless <h = d % =s d, = 0. 

Similarly since A 4 is a singular point, ^ = e a = *z = 0- Thus the 
complex C 3 + A A' = becomes 

Pn (<hPu + ^ajPii + <hPu) + j>u (&il>i4 + &*/>* + &i#m) 

+ P12 (CiPu + Ca^M + Cjjpsi) « 0. 

Also the coefficients of p n , p ls , p, a , equated to zero, give special 
linear complexes whose directrices lie in a*; since the edges 
A*A t} A z A lt A X A 2 of the tetrahedron of reference have not yet 
been determined, they may be taken as these respective direc- 
trices, which involves that 

a 9 = a J = 6 1 = 6, = c 1 = c 8 = 0; 

and <7 a + A A' = (hp n p lA + b 2 p ls p^ + c z p l2 p u « 

is a tetrahedral complex. 

Since ten singular points lie outside each singular plane, this 
gives 16 x 10 = 160 tetrahedra, but each tetrahedron being thus 
taken four times we arrive at 40 as the number of tetrahedral 
complexes which contain any congruence (2, 2). 
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The coordinates p& of a line of the congruence thus satisfy the 
three equations 

PnPu+PnP«+PuP* = (i), 

a>P*Pu + bp 19 p< i +cp u p lt = (ii), 

2at*j>i* = (iii). 

We may therefore write 

Pu = f>Xu p a = <r (6 - c) av& s ,l 

Pu^px*, p* *= " ( c ~ a ) *&>\ (iv), 

Pu - P^3, Pis = * (« - b) x^x^j 
where pja is determined from substitution in (iii), giving 

+ «si (c — a) a*r, + a ia (a — b) &&} = 0. 

Hence denoting the coefficient of p by R and that of a by 
S, we obtain 

Pu'-PM'.pu'.Pm'-Pn -Pv> 

= Sxj : Sx* : Sx^ : R(c — b)x&3 : R(a — c)x 1 x t : 12(6 — a)avr t ...(v). 

Through each point P of a singular plane of a congruence 
(C*, 4) there pass two lines of the congruence one of which passes 
through the pole of the plane for A, thus the point P determines 
one line of the congruence not in the plane, hence to the oo' points 
of the plane correspond uniquely the oo * lines of the congruence, 
thus (iv) establishes a (1, 1) correspondence between any line of 
the congruence and the point where it meets a 4 . The only excep- 
tions arise from the six singular points in cc 4 , which are the vertices 
A lt A 2 , A Zi the pole of A for a 4j and the intersections of 12 = and 
S = 0. 

The lines common to (C a , ^i) and any other linear complex 
A'= Sa'apue, form a ruled quartic of class 1, which will be denoted 
by p\ This quartic is represented, from (v), by the cubic curve 

8 (a\& x + a'afffj + a',^) + R{(c- b) a'^x^ 

+ (a — c) a'nXjXt + (b — a) a'^ffj} = 0. 

The directrices of p 4 are the common polar lines of A and A'. 
By aid of A the equation of A' can be deprived of one of its terms 
and hence by varying A* we obtain oo* surfaces p\ Two such 
surfaces intersect in four lines, since this is the number of lines 
common to one quadratic and three linear complexes. Four lines 
of (C* t A) determine one surface p\ Through the lines common 
to two surfaces p\ viz. (C a , A, A'), (O a , A, A"), there pass oo 1 
surfaces p 4 , viz. those given by C*=:0, -4=0, -4' + /<lA" = 0. 
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Since every linear complex contains one line of each pencil 
of (C*,A) it is clear that each surface p* passes through the sixteen 
singular points and touches the sixteen singular planes. 

If one of the common polar lines of A and A' meets a pencil 
of (C a , A) so must the other, hence the plane of this pencil breaks 
off from p* and we have a ruled cubic p* of which the double 
directrix passes through a singular point of (G 2 , A) and the other 
lies in a singular plane : there are thus oo ' such ruled cubics. 

This method of representation may be employed in connexion 
with any singular plane <r of the congruence. Let 8 be the centre 
of the pencil of (C 2 , .A) in a and S v ...Si the other singular points 
in <r, (Art. 118), having a- l ...a- i as their respective planes. Since 
any line of a meets four generators of p 4 of which one belongs to 
(£, <r), the curve corresponding to p 4 in a must be a cubic c*, as has 
already been seen from the analytical formulae; since p 4 passes 
through Si.-.Ss, so also must c*. 

If the double directrix of a ruled cubic p s of (G*, A) passes 
through S its simple directrix lies in a. The trace of p on a is 
therefore a line : to these oo * ruled cubics there correspond the 
lines of <r. If the simple directrix passes through S x the double 
directrix must lie in <r lt and the surface p* breaks up into a regulus 
together with the pencil (S lf o^): hence, five systems of reguli are 
represented by the five pencils (Si, <r)...(S it a). 

If a surface p 4 breaks up into two reguli, one of them contains 
a line through 8, hence its trace must be a line which must pass 
through one of the other singular points in <r, say S x ; the trace of 
the other regulus is therefore a conic through S a , S St S 4t S 6 ; so 
that five systems of reguli of (C 2 , -4) are represented by conies 
through four of the points S1...S1. 

Finally to the five pencils (S lt *i)*..(S 5 , <r 6 ) correspond their 
centres ; while, since a surface />' and the pencil (S, <r) constitute 
a surface p 4 whose representative locus of the third degree passes 
through j9f,...S„ it follows that the pencil (S, a-) is represented by 
the conic through the points Si>..S 9 . 

The traces of the 10 pencils whose centres do not lie in 
a- being the lines joining in pairs the five points S x ...S it the latter 
10 lines will represent these pencils. 

147. Representation of the lines of a linear oomplex by 
points of space. If (A, a), (A\ a!) be respectively any pencil 
of lines and their polar lines for a given linear complex, these 
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pencils will have A A' in common. Let (0), (0') be any two sheaves, 
then we may establish a collineation between the lines of (0) 
and the points of a, aud between the lines of (0') and the points 
of a', in such a way, that to each pair of corresponding lines p, p' 
of (-4, a), (A\ a') there corresponds the same plane it through 00'. 
Then to two points P, P / on p, p* respectively, will correspond 
two lines OQ, O'Q in tt. This point Q will then represent the 
line PP / of the linear complex. The correspondence is in general 
of the (1, 1) character, but AA\ being the join of any two of its 
points, will be represented by the intersection of any two lines of 
the pencils (0, e), (0\ e), in the plane e which corresponds to AA '. 
Thus A A' is represented by any point of €. 

Moreover, the pencil of complex lines whose centre is any point 
S of A A' is represented by the point of intersection of the lines 
OR, O'R which correspond to S in the two collineations ; the locus 
of R is therefore a conic c* in e. The oo a complex lines which 
intersect any line p of a, are represented by the points of the 
plane through which corresponds to p\ similarly for any line 
in a'. 

Let the complex be referred to a tetrahedron of which the 
vertices A Zt A t are A and A' respectively, the planes a u a* are 
a and a respectively, and the edges A 9 A lt A t A 4 are any pair of 
polar lines ; the equation of the complex will then be of the form 

In the region occupied by the representative points, let the 
plane which corresponds to A*A 1 and A 9 A 4 be taken to be x l = 0, 
the plane 6 as x 9 = 0, the plane, through corresponding to 
A 2 A 4 , as #, = 0, the plane, through 0' corresponding to A x A it as 
ar 4 = 0. 

We may then write 
p-Pi* = p.pzt-Xi, p.pis 888 ^, pPu^v*, pp«i = x<> 
from which we derive 

iCj "t" SC^fC^ 

*>•/>« = — > 

hence 

Pn : Pis : Pu 'Pm'Pu '• Pa - #1^3 : *V£i : xf : - (mf + avr 4 ) : x x x t : x& 4 . 

To the lines of a pencil of the complex there correspond the 
points of a line, and since each such pencil contains one line which 
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• *'■ "* 

meets y AA', the former line meets the conic c* in € : the equation 
of c* is seen to be 

' x % = 0, x? + x&t = 0. 

To a linear - congruence corresponds a quadtic which passes 
through c a ; to the two reguli of the quadric correspond the two 
systems of pencils of the congruence. 

To any congruence (2, 2) corresponds a quartic surface having 
c* 2 as double curve; to the sixteen pencils of -the . congruence 
correspond sixteen lines of the quartic which meet c*. Taking 
for the edge A t A 4 of the tetrahedron of reference a line of the 
quadratic complex, the term p* n disappears from its equation and 
the quartic surface becomes a cubic surface through c*. The 
lines which meet c 9 and touch this surface correspond to pencils 
whose centres and planes are Focal points* and Focal planes of the 
congruence. The sixteen lines of the cubic which meet c* corre- 
spond to the sixteen pencils of the congruence. 

If c* be taken as the sphere-circle, we obtain the method of 
representation due to Lie which is discussed in Chapter XII. 

• See Chapter XIV. 



CHAPTER XL 



THE GENERAL EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE. 



148. It was stated in Chapter VI. that the equations 

f(x) = XdikXiXk sm 0, a (x) = XoikWiXt = 0, 

of a quadratic qomplex, can in general be brought, by linear 
transformation, to the form 

(A* 8 ) « 0, (x*) = 0. 

This will now be shown, while it will be seen that other forms 
of the equation of the complex arise when the equation 

|aa + Xoij.| = 0, 
i.e. the discriminant equation of/+ \<o, has equal roots. 

The method which has been followed is due to Darboux*, and 
was given by him in elucidation of the results of Weieretrassf. 

Let /= la&XiXk and <f> = Xa&XiXk, be any two quadratic ex- 
pressions in n variables; we shall consider the quantity 

1 



A(X) 



&u + Attn . . . dm + ^>&in -^i 



Om + Attni • • • a nn "t* "* a nn <&n 

where the Xi are variables not yet defined, and A(X) is the 
determinant |afc + \a&|. 

* See "Memoire sur la theorie alg6brique des formes quadratiques," G. Darboux, 
Liouville (1874). 

t " Zur Theorie der bilinearen und quadratischen Formen," Berliner MonaU- 
berichte (1868). For a sketch of some methods of reduction of quadratic forms due 
to Kronecker and Jordan see "The reduction of quadratic forms and of linear sub- 
stitution " by Prof. T. J. I 'A. Bromwich, Quarterly Journal (1901). A discussion 
of the concomitants of linear and quadratic complexes will be found in a memoir 
by Prof. Forsyth, "Systems of quaternariants that are algebraically complete," 
Camb. Phil. Tram. vol. xiv. 
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We have, by use of partial fractions 



1 

A(XJ 



(in -fr* Xctn • • • **■ i 



— V 



a'(x<)(x-x<) 



On + Xiflfu ... X 1 



a ni + X*a n i • • • X n 



where the X* are the roots of A (X) = 0, supposed to be all 

different. 

dF 

Now let X t - = £^, where F=f+\<l> t 



then 






hence, solving for the X{ 

A (X).^i ^lA^Xk, 
it 

where An is the coefficient of a** + Xa^ in A (X) ; therefore 

A (X) . IxiXi - S^X^X* ; 
thus A (X) . F = S^a^X*, 



hence 



A(X) 



= -2 



Cl n + Xttn X ! 

flm + XOm X n 

1 



A' (X<) (><-*<) 



Again the determinant 



fln+Xi-an, 



a u 4- X^an X x 

0>ni + XiO tu X n 



.»£♦♦* 



9#! 



3#! 



* ax n * dcc n 




a»i + X<a nl , ... 

since it arises from bordering a . zero determinant, is a perfect 
square ; by subtracting the first n rows multiplied respectively by 
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#!, ... x n from the last row, and similarly the first n columns from 
the last column, the terms of the last row and column become 

»o-»»S *»-»£ 

together with a term whose coefficient is zero; hence the de- 
terminant has the value (X — X<)' Uf, where Ui, which is a linear 
function of the variables x t . . .x n , does not involve X. It follows that 

(X - \) U> 



or 



F=1 



f+X<f> = -l 



A'(X<) 



*<M) 



+ X.2 



Uf 



whence 






f -- % K'-(iy *- s a'(x 4 )- 




9. To deal with the case in which A (X) = has equal 
roots, we investigate in the first place the properties of certain 
determinants which are of importance in the solution of the 
problem of the expression of a general quadratic in n variables as 
the sum of n squares. 

The determinants & p in question have the form 

Gil Gin Vw J/ip 

3fa Vv 



*,- 




I yi P ynp o o i 

where the a** are the coefficients of a given quadratic expression 

y, 4> is the discriminant of/, and the y's form p sets of n variables: 

it is clear that & p is a linear function of the minors of 4> of order 

p. Now if any quadratic form ¥ (y x y m ) is identically zero, 

so are all its partial derivatives, hence so also is 



#i a™ + 



oym 



applying this result to the p sets of variables y in <£> p> it is seen 
that if <& p is identically zero for all values of the quantities y, so 
also is ! o„ tt lw y„ y lp ! 
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now the values 1, — 1, and zero may be assigned to the variables 
x, y so as to make this determinant equal to any minor of 4> of 
order p ; hence if <£> p is identically zero, so are all these minors of 
order p, and conversely. Since the minors of order p — 1 are 
linear functions of the minors of order p, it follows that if <t> p is 
identically zero so also are <t> p _i, 4> . 

In & p let us suppose the a& replaced by a& + \Ojt, then 
4> = A(X). Moreover let X» be a multiple root of A(X) = 0, so 
that <I> contains (X — X*)"* as a factor; let 4>! contain (X — \iY l 
as a factor, then every minor of the first order of 4> will contain 
(X— \i) y i as a factor; similarly if 4> a contains (X — Xi)"«, and so on. 
This may be indicated by the equation 

(X- X i )". = (X-X i )—t (X-XO'i-'. ; 

so that in passing from the determinant A (X), or 4> , to its first 
minors, the factor (X — Xf)"»~ r » is lost, in passing from the first 
minors to the second minors of <£> the factor (X — Xi)^""« is lost, 
and so on. These factors (X — Xi)"»~ , \ (X — X^ - "* &c. were called 
by Weierstrass the Elementary Divisors of A (X). 

160. The following properties of the Elementary Divisors* 
will now be proved : 

(i) p >v l >v* ; 

(ii) v 9 -v l >v 1 -v i 

To see that (i) holds, we notice that since by hypothesis <£>x contains 
(X — \i)*\ as a factor, and hence each first minor of 4> , therefore 

-^~ must contain (X — X^) F * as a factor, i.e. v >v x . In a similar way 

it is seen that v x > v 9t and so on. A theorem in determinants which 
is also of use in the sequel will enable us to prove the second 
property. The theorem referred to is the following : if A is any 
determinant | o# | 

dA dA dA dA . d*A 
. — _ __^_ — - jk • 

ddik da ra doig dart da&dors' 
for it is known from the theory of determinants! that 

An Ait &ik (fa 

A A =Ax coefficient of 

Ark An 

from which the required result at once follows. 



in A ; 

&rk Mrs 



* For a full discussion of the Elementary Divisors see Muth, Theorie der 
Elementartheiler. 

f Scott, Theory of Determinants, Chapter V. 
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r 

I 



In particular we have 

<FA dA 



dA 



dA dA 



Applying the last result to the determinant 

On + \a u dm + Xa ln y u y w 



Oni + ^Oni Onn + *«nn Vn\ Vni 

Vn J/m 

y M y™ o o 

we obtain 4> 4> 9 = ^i r 1 ^ r a — ¥,¥4, where ^ is the result of omitting 
the n + lth row and column in 4> 2 and therefore is divisible by 
(X-X*)*, similarly for ¥ a , ¥„ ¥ 4 , hence 

v + v t > 2^, i.e. p — v x ^ 1^ — iv 

151. The theorem in determinants just considered affords a 
means of expressing any quadratic form /= Saa^a* as the sum 
of n squares. For this purpose two new determinants Rp and A p 
are introduced, where 



-Bp = 



Oil 



<hn 



Vn 



yi,*-p -5Ti 



yu 



2/ni 



ym 









-a. j> = 



yi,n-p 
On 



y»,w-p 



a 



in 













yi,n~p ■&! 



Ota 

y u 



ym 



ym 





y»i , n—p <& n 





yi,n-p yn,*-* 

in which the X< are variable quantities not yet defined. 

Taking the determinant iJp-j as the A of last article, we 
deduce that 



whence 






^v 



<& 



n-p+l 



<& 



n— p 



^n-p^n-p^ 



J. 



13 
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by addition of all the equations so formed we have 






but iJo = 0* therefore 



A? 



4> x ^n-i^n-t+i* 



Now writing for X { the value ^ ^, > &* becomes - <I\> . ff ; 

therefore 

£ A? 

y i 4>»-*<IV-i+i ' 

152. Consider again the expression 



*w-s 



-1 



(X) 



On 



+ ^«ii» ••• a n\ + ^*ni> -<M 



G^u+Xotniy ••• tttm"^" Aflf nn , A n 
-3Ti ... X n ^ 



in which the Xi may be any variable quantities; F(X) may be 
expressed in the form 



22 (-* 1 - 



ft 



... + 



-XiW 



(x-x*)* "" ' (X-Xi)*> 

if (x _ xtf is a factor of A (X). By a theorem due to Lagrange 
and easily proved, the aggregate of all the fractions corresponding 

to the root X< is equal to the coefficient of ^ in the expansion of 

F(X l ... X n , Xi + A) 



in powers of h. 
Now 



X-Xf-A 
F(X l ...X nt \i + h) = -^ 



if in Rn and <S> we suppose the a* replaced by a* + (X< + A) a* ; 
hence, by the last article, 

^(X! ... X n , Xi + A) = — 2 ^ ^ , 



* Since it contains a square of (n+1)' zeros, 
t See Scott, Determinants, Chap. XI. 
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where 
A 



n~*H-l — 



au + (Xi + A)a u , -•• a* + (** + *)««» y n ...y l>p - x X x 




On making the substitution 

it follows that F{X) =/+ X<0>, 

so that 

/+ \(f> - 2 (coefficient of \ in , ""* / i" !'*?* 1 ') . 

Again, if in -A»_p+i we subtract from the last column the first n 
columns multiplied respectively by x lf ..., x nt the terms of the 
last column become 

hence ^n- P +i = (X-Xi-A)^* C», p , 

where C ntJ> is the aggregate of the terms in U u ..., Z7 P . 

Now, since the coefficients of the U{ are linear functions of the 
minors of order jp — 1 of <J> , while, by hypothesis, each minor of 
order p — 1 of | a^ + Axi* | contains the factor (X - Xj)*-*, it 
follows that C ntP contains A"*-* as a factor. Similarly 2? niP is seen 
to contain A*> as a factor. Moreover &p-i and *b 9 contain A"*-* 
and h v v respectively as factors ; hence 

" iVp+l (*» ^n,p (X - X, - A) + h',-1 C' n , p y 

(X - \i - A) <I>p*p-i (X - X i -A)A , v+ l v-iAp.Ap_ 1 ' 

where * 

In the development of this expression in powers of A, the only 
term which can give negative powers of A is 

A J ,Ap_ l A^ + ^-i 
writing Vp_i — v p = e pi we have therefore to find the coefficient 

_ {_B\p_Y X — Xf — A 



,1 . 

of r in 
n 



Wa p a p ^) 



A* 



13—2 
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Expand -. n,y — in ascending powers of h, then since B n%p 
contains x X) ...,# n linearly 



Kn % p 



-tl+f.il+f.A**— I 



VApAp_! 
where the & are linear functions of the X{ ; hence the coefficient 



of r in 
a 



A* 



n— p+i 



(X-Xi-A)<iW. 
is 

-(x-x,)(fcf v +f,f^+ ... +f V ie,+6 w fc)+e,f v -.+ ... +£ s -.fc. 

Therefore the term 

^n 

(X-X<-A)4>o<I>i 
gives a coefficient of 7 of this form, introducing v — v x such 
variables f; the term 



-.4 a 



n— 1 



(X-X<- A) <&!<!>, 
brings in v x — v % more such variables, &c. : the total number of 
variables thus introduced in connexion with the root X* of A (X) = 
is therefore 

Vq — V\ + V\ — v* + • • • — Vq* 
Proceeding successively to each root of A (X) = 0, we see that, 
since 2v = », the toted number of variables f is n; also F, 
i.e. f+\<f> is equal to the aggregate of sets of terms of 
the type 

-(X-X i )(f 1 ^ p + f 2 f^+... +fc^R) + fc6,-i+-+f^-ifi. 
one such set being contributed by each elementary divisor (X— X*)*>. 
Hence 

It is to be observed that Se^ = n. If in the case of a multiple 
root Xi, it is not the case that X — X< is a factor of all the first 
minors of A(X), then ^ = 0, and there is only one elementary 
divisor connected with X*, viz. (X — X*)"*. 

153. Applying the several results thus obtained to the case of 



I ...(A). 
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the quadratic complex, n=6*,/=0 is the equation of the complex 
and <f> = co = is the identical relation ; while %e p — 6. 

The first case which occurs is that in which each e p is unity ; 
both f and <» then consist merely of squares ; this complex, the 
general case in which A (X) = has six different roots, is denoted 
by the symbol [111111]. 

The equation 2e p = 6 can be satisfied by sets of positive integers 
e p in eleven ways, and the corresponding complexes are denoted by 
[111111], [11112], [1113], [1122], [114], [123], [222], [15], [24], 
[33], [6] : their equations will shortly be given. Each type con- 
tains a certain number of sub-cases, since two (or more) numbers 
e p may refer to the same root X,- of A (X) = 0, (i.e. when v l =)= 0) ; 
thus for instance if \ is a triple root of A (X) = 0, or <I> a = 0, while 
X — \ x is a factor of 4> 2 , the elementary divisor (X — \^f is lost in 
passing from 4> to & x \ two of the numbers e p are 2 and 1, all the 
other roots of A(X) = being supposed distinct from each other 
and from X,; this case is denoted by [111(12)], the numbers e p 
which refer to the same root X! being enclosed in a single bracket. 
Thus again in the complex [11112], the determinant A(X) has a 
factor (X — Xi) 2 , and X — \ is not a factor of all its first minors ; 
while in [1111(11)] (X — X*) 2 is a factor of A(X), and X — X* is,a 
factor of all its first minors. 

164. Arbitrary constants of a canonical form. When 
a root Xf of the discriminant of /+X© is connected with only one 
elementary divisor (i.e. v x = 0, Art. 152), the arbitrary variables y 
disappear from the variables £ connected with this elementary 
divisor. For in this case (X — X^p is a factor of <I> but X — X* is 
not a factor of all the first minors of 4> , i.e. <£>! does not contain 
X — \ as a factor; thus the part of f+\a> contributed by this 

elementary divisor is equal to the coefficient of r in the development 

of -(^Ykz^, where *-**A.. 
Va *,/ A«p 



Bn t i = 



,. j* 1 da> 

Ou+CXi+ftjan, ... gg-- 



Vi 



y* 







,*! = 



aii + (Xi+A)«ii»--yi 



<h, + (\i +h)a 


^16 1 • « 


• y* 


yi 


y* 






* This application was made by Klein, see "Ueber die Transformation der 
allgemeinen Gleichtmg 2. Grades zwisohen Linien-Coordinaten auf eine canonische 
Form/' Diss. Bonn (1868) and Math. Ann. zxni. 
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so that -p^- = ¥(\i + A) = ¥(\,) + A?r+-; 

while, since 4> is zero when h is zero, 

4>, = { V — Aayit}*, if the .4a are the first minors of &„, \ 

So that ♦(X l )-|^^==2^5ig; where « is the 
discriminant of co, and X^X*. 



It follows that 2V$ . & = - jt^j ( J-) *  



L , r- 9*>) 



2 4 V - ^l tt 



'fo* 



If several elementary divisors are connected with the same root 
\f of the discriminant of /+Xa>, a certain number of arbitrary 
constants are contained in the canonical form. If, for instance, 
v elementary divisors relate to X*, the corresponding sets of 
variables being £, £', £", ... f (w) ; then the forms of/ and co are 
unaltered if we substitute for & , g e ,, ...respectively 



provided that 

+ fc'(F v + &* + ••• + &&"> 
+ 

This introduces p* arbitrary constants a, ft, . . . between which 
exist, by virtue of the last condition, ^ — ' equations, leaving 

- - - of these quantities arbitrary. 

If this occurs /^ times the total number of arbitrary constants 
contained in the given canonical form is /a, -^—k — - . 

155. Complexes formed by linear congruences. When 
two numbers e p , e p > are connected with the same root X< of A (X) = 0, 
the equation /+X*w = involves only four variables, since the 
variables £« , f - do not appear in the last equation. Hence in all 

* Klein, "Transformation der Complexe 2. Grades,' 1 Math. Ann. Bd. xxiii. 
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types which involve the single bracket, the equation of the complex 
can be brought into a form which involves not more than four 
variables. Regarding for a moment these four variables as the 
coordinates of a point, the equation of the complex will represent 
a quadric ; now every quadric can be brought into the form 

XF-ZTT=0 

where X, Y, Z, W are linear in the variables. 

Hence the complex may also be brought to this form, and 
consists of a singly infinite number of linear congruences, 

X = fiZ, 

nY= W. 

If P is any point of p a directrix of such a congruence, the 
other directrix being p\ the pencil (P, p') belongs to the complex 
and hence the lines p, p f belong to the singular surface which is 
therefore ruled. The complex gives rise to a correspondence* 
among the generators of the singular surface. 

156. Double Lines. The equations to determine the four 
pencils of complex lines to which a line x of the complex 
belongs, were seen to be in the case of the complex /= 0, a> = 0, 
the following : 

(■£)■«• («S)-* («!)■ /«-». <A«. 75). 

If a line x is such that each point of it is singular, it is said to 
be a double line of the complex, and belongs to an infinite number 
of pencils; x will then belong to the singular surface. The 
condition for the existence of a double line is therefore that the 
preceding four equations should reduce to three, hence there is in 
the case of a double line x a quantity p such that 

Now taking f and a> as being composed of groups of variables 
f where corresponding portions of/ and co are 

* On the subject of this Article see Weiler, " Die Erzeugung von Complexen 
ersten and zweiten Grades aus linearen Congruenzen," Zeittchrift 1882 and 1884. 
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the parts of the immediately preceding six equations which arise 
from this group of variables are 



The equations are therefore all satisfied by 

/* = *»> & = &=••• =fn-i = 0, 

and all other variables except £ n zero; so that the line whose 
coordinates are all zero except £ n belongs to /, and is now seen to 
be a double line of the complex. Hence each group of variables f 
gives rise in general to one double line. In the type [111 111] 
in which each group consists of only one member there is no 
double line, in every other case a double line exists. 

Every double line of the complex is a double line of the singular 
surface. 

For taking the complex as f(x) = 0, (#*) = 0, the tangents y of 

the singular surface are given by the equations 

7)f 

+- + fiXi = p.y u (i = l, 2, ...6), 

where x is a singular tine of the complex ; if x is also a double line, 
there is a value of p for which the left-hand side of each of the 
preceding equations is zero, for which therefore p is zero, so that 
any line y which meets this double line x is a tangent line of the 
singular surface, hence x must be a double line of the singular 
surface. 

In the case of any complex for which three numbers are 
enclosed in a single bracket, as [11(112)], the singular surface is a 
quadric counted twice ; for if f , 17, f , \< correspond to the enclosed 
numbers, the equations to determine the double lines are satisfied 
by equating to zero all the variables except the £, 17, f with the 
highest suffixes, i.e. by the vanishing of three variables; this 
gives a regulus of double lines (which may become two pencils), 
each line of which is a double line of the singular surface. 

157. The Cosingular Complexes. If a tangent linear 
complex of / is special, its directrix touches the singular surface 
of /. For if y is the directrix of such a complex we have 

dxi ' dxi ?' dyi ^' 
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hence H (g) + 2X2 g d -^^ + 4X'fl (X) = 0, 

where X ( = f ± ; 

also ?5^ - - 2A . «,, O (X) - - A . • (*) ; (Art. 21), 

therefore fl ( ^- ) = 0, i.e. a; is a singular line of/ (Art. 76). 

It follows, since y meets x and all lines of / consecutive to a?, 
that y must pass through the point of contact P of x and lie in the 
tangent plane tt at P to the singular surface. 

Now the equations (i) become, if we write 

1 9®_Tr 

2d V r i% 

2 (a* + Xotii) sou — P • Yi > (* = li 2,. ..6); 
* 

solving for x we obtain 

A (\).x t ^p^A* + Y a A* + ... + F,4 A ) 

1 dY 
~2 p dY k ' 

i 

where F = 2-4« F { F t ; 

p <h, i - p \dY\dy i + - + dY t dy i )' 

= p [dY** " + dY,"*) ' 
= 2A (X) (^a,j + . . . + ^.a*), 

hence, p. ~- = A(\).^— , (i= 1, 2, ... 6). 

From the last set of equations we conclude, as before, that y is 
a singular line of the complex Y = 0, and that a? is a tangent line 
to the singular surface of the latter complex at the point of 
contact of y. Hence the complexes /*= and F= are seen to 
be cosingular; the singly infinite number of complexes cosingular 
with /is obtained by giving all values to X. 



moreover 
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It was seen, (Art. 152), that for any quantities X it 



-1 

A(X) 



Ou+Xatu, ... a 18 +Xa 1€ ,X 1 



= 2 coeff. T in 



1 «=6 A2 



A| 



A \-\»— Ap-i^p^y-!' 



Ch 8 4-Xa M , ... a w -hX<2«, Jl 8 
X x Z 6 

where -4 6 -p+i = 

Ou + (Xt + A)a n , ^ 8 + (Xi + A)a 16 , y u ...y^^Xj 

a^ + fo + A)^, a^ + CXi + AJaa, 

a« + (*t + ^W> a« + (Xi + A)a«, y n ... y^ tP ^ 1 X i 

yn y« o ... o o 



yip 



Vep 



... 



13 



CO 



If we now take X* to be ^ =- , the equation | o^ + Xa^, X< | = 

is the equation, Y = 0, of the cosingular complexes ; while -4«-jh-i 
becomes the determinant formerly denoted by J? n ,j», hence 



A 



9-P+1 _ 



(Vi + V*h + -~y 



h e p 



X-Xi-A' Qp^p-i X — Xf — A' 
the rji being the same functions of the y< as the f< of the x it 
Therefore  

A (X) = - 2 COeff ° f A m X^X^A ' AS 

B -2coeftofJin[^i^ + e ^ + ...)x 



(... 



^i^«„ + . . . + ifc % *?i*7« -1 + . . . + *7# — i^7i 



p 



a 



So that 
F 



...)] . 



A(X) 



= -2 



ViVe„ + • • • + *7e.,% ViVe-i + . . . + ^« -1^1 



p 



X — Xj 



(x-x,y 



+ ...) 

..(B); 



where each elementary divisor (X — X$)*p contributes a set of terms 
on the right side of the last equation. This gives the expression 
of the cosingular complexes in terms of the variables 17, &c. which 
enter into the expression of the canonical form of the given 
quadratic complex f(x) = Xoik^i^t — 0. 
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158. Correspondence between lines of cosingular com- 
plexes. It was shown in Chapter VIII. that a (1, 1) correspond- 
ence exists between the lines of (Xa?) = 0, (a?) — and the lines 
of any one of the cosingular complexes. This result will now be 
established for the other varieties of the quadratic complex. 
The algebraical theorem which follows enables us to obtain the 
required result. 

Let there be two sets of n variables & ... f n and 7) z ... iy n , and 
let us denote by Z^, Y^^ respectively the expressions 

Further denote by A*^ the expression a 1 a n _ r + ... -ha„_ r ai, 

where the as are constant quantities determined by the series of 

equations 

1 
<4i««i , = -l, ^.^aiOa + a^^-, 

- 1 /- IN*" 1 



A >—\*> — A » — (t) • 



These equations determine uniquely the values of a.i...a n \ 
and it follows that 

4«-r+ -^l w _ r _ 1 = 0, (r = 0, 1, ..., n-2). 

Now consider the equations 

Vx,.f, = a a i7 1 + a,i7 9 , 

Vx . £, = a,^ + Oji/a + a^,, 



(I). 



/ 



^X . f » = On^ + O^lfc + . . . + a^*. 

From these equations we deduce at once 
XX n + X w _ 1 = f4 n + --4 n _ 1 Ji7 1 9 + 2 \A^ 1 + -A n ^\fj lVt +... 

+ 2 (-*,- -J ViVn-i- %ViVn+ (^-9 + - -4»_,J 17,*+ ... 

From which we conclude that 

XX n + AVi Y n (II); 

similarly, Xlti-i + X M = - F M , 
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hence, 

-X m -lF.-^F M + lF^...+(-l)«(IjV 1 ...(ni^ 

Equations (II) and (III) are thus a consequence of (I> 

We shall now, in these equations, take n — e^ and replace X by 
\ — X. Also we suppose that other sets of equations, similar to (I), 
are formed between variables f lf ..., f v ; v \, ..., *' v , &c, then 
by addition of all equations of the type (II) we have 

Similarly by addition of equations of the type (III) we have 

1 \-* (Xi-xy + -J 

These equations show that if the quantities 

are the coordinates of a line %, and 17,, ..., i^ ; $i\ 9 ..., 17^ , &c., 

the coordinates of a line 17, then f belongs to f(x) — and 17 to a 
cosingular complex Y =* 0. 

It is therefore seen that by aid of the equations (I), a (1, 1) 
correspondence is established between the variables f of / and 17 
of F which arise from the elementary divisor (X — X^ . 

This holds for each elementary divisor ; hence by aid of sets of 
equations (I), (whose number is that of the elementary divisors), a 
(1, 1) correspondence is established between the lines £ of /and 17 
of F, such that if f{x) = expressed in the canonical variables be 
denoted by /(£) = 0, and F=0 by F(i7) = 0, 

7(1)8.(01 

All the results already deduced for (Xa?) = from the existence 
of this (1,1) correspondence will therefore hold for any quadratic 
complex. 

159. The singular surface of the complex. The equa- 
tions of the complex are obtained by equating to zero the aggregate 
of such terms as 

^ (fifn + ... + £n£i) + fif«-i + ... + fw-ifi, 

fiyn + ••• + fnfi> 
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where other portions arise from each other group of variables 
i) y f, &c. It has been seen, (i), Art. 157, that if the line f , if, f, ... 
is a tangent line at P of the singular surface and £, i), J, ... the 
singular line for P, we have 

(X* + <r) i n + f»-i «■ 9 . f n , 



(Xi + ^fi + fc-p-fe', 

with corresponding equations for the other sets of variables 
if , f ', ... of the form 

(Xj + °) Vm + I7m-i ■* 9 > Vm> &c. 

Now we obtain the coordinates of a double line, (Art. 156), by 
taking as zero all the coordinates £, % f, ... except £ n , and the 
special complex having this double line for directrix is £i = 0. 
Hence, for a tangent line of the singular surface which intersects 
this double line, we have £' = 0, and therefore \ + <r = 0. 

Again from the equations connecting i\ and if we easily find; 
if F w be written for ijiVm-r • •• +VmVi and F' m for the same 
function of the if, 

(K i + <rYY m + 2(\ j -+<r)Y m - 1 + Y nM = 9*.Y' m , 
hence 

in which, for a line £', 17', f, ... which meets the double line, 
(Ta-V But since f, 17, f, ... belongs to f we have 

fif»-i + ... + Ifn-ifi + CX?- — X») F m + FTO-.X + ... = 0; 

hence, substituting in this equation for the £, ij, J, . . . their values 
in terms of £', V» ?', ... , we find 

F m ' ( — lV*" 1 F/ 

This last equation thus represents a quadratic complex to 
which belong those tangents of the singular surface which also 
intersect the given double line, i.e. which satisfy £' = 0. 

The singular surface must therefore be a Complex Surface of 
Plilcker. In all cases, therefore, in which a group of variables £ 
occurs, the singular surface is a complex surface. 
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If the £ are the only group of variables, the terms of the last equation 
which follow the £' are composed of squares, i.e. are of the form 



\j — X< X* - Xi 



+ 



160. Degree of a complex. The number of cosingular 
complexes which pass through any line is called the degree* of 
the complex. For cases in which no two elementary divisors refer 
to the same root X*, (the eleven principal types), the degree of the 
complex is four, as may be seen from the preceding equation of 
the cosingular complexes. In other cases the degree is easily cal- 
culated, e.g. in [1113] the equation to determine X having given 
f, 17, f ... is of the fourth degree; but in [11(13)] the coefficient 
of X 4 vanishes identically, so that the degree of the complex is 
three. 

161. The varieties of the quadratic Complex. We shall 
now investigate the different varieties of the quadratic complex f; 
they consist as has been seen of eleven types or canonical forms, 
and each type contains a number of sub-cases. 

First canonical form. [Ill 111], 

co (x) = x x * + a? a * + xf + x A * + #5*4- a* 9 , 

f(x) = X,*!* + X,# a s + X,«, a + \x 4 * + \xf + \xf. 

This general form has been already considered in Chapter VI. 

162. The sub-cases are 

[1111(11)]; X 5 = X«. 
The complex is 

/(x) = (X 1 -X0^ 2 + (X,-X B )^ + (X,-X 8 )^ J + (X 4 -.X 8 )^ = 0; 

the lines which satisfy the equations x^ = x 2 = #, = x A = 0, are double 
lines of the complex, they are the edges A X A A> A % A t of the 
tetrahedron of reference. 

The singular lines satisfy the equations /(#) = 0, fi{x) = 0, 
where 

/(^(X.-X^' + ^-X^ 

* Segre. 

t The classification which follows was given by Weiler, Math. Ann. vn., "Ueber 
die verschiedenen Gattungen der Complexe zweiten Grades." His memoir contains 
some inaccuracies which have been corrected by Segre, see "Note snr lee complexes 
quadratiques dont la surface singuliere est une surface du 2* d6gre double," 
Math. Ann. xxm. See also Segre's classification of the quadratic complex in 
the Memorie della R. Accad. di Torino (1883). 
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The singular surface is obtained by substituting X 5 = X* in the 
equation given in Art. 82, and is therefore 

(Xi - X,) (X, - X*) (X 4 - X,) ( yi s y 3 » + y, V) 

+ (X, - X 4 ) (X, - X*) (X, - X«) (y x 'y 9 * + y,V) 
+ 2{(X 1 + X 8 -2X 5 )(X 8 -X 5 )(X 4 -X 8 ) 
-(X, + X 4 - 2\) (X, - X 8 ) (X^-Xb)} y^y^y^O ; 
which is a ruled quartic, (Art. 155), possessing 

yi = y4=0, y 9 =y,=0, 

as double directrices, and hence belonging to class I. 

163. [(111)111], X 1 = X, = X,. 

/(a?) = (X 4 -X 1 )^« + (X 5 -X 1 )^ + (X < -X 1 )^; 
/ 1 (a?) = (X 4 -X 1 )»^ + (X 8 -X 1 ) a aj 5 » + (X 6 -X 1 ) 2 a? 6 ». 

The double lines are those which satisfy the equations 

oo A = # 5 = # 6 ass ; 

they are one set of generators of the quadric y x y s — y 2 y 4 = 0. This 
quadric, counted twice, constitutes the singular surface, (Art. 156), 
as may be seen by making Xi = X 9 = X 8 in the singular surface of 
[(11)1111]. The equations of the singular lines assume the form 

-j = -g- = p- , and therefore form four linear congruences. 



164 The complex [(111)111] is one of a series of five, the 
others being [1(11X111)], [(111)12]. [(111X12)], [(111)3], which are 
formed by aid of an involution [2] between the lines of a regulus. 

The involution [2] is defined by an equation of the form 

L&z* + Mzz' (z + S) + N(ztzJ + Rzz' + S(z + z) + T= ...(I). 

By making z — z' it is seen that there are in general four 
elements of the involution each of which coincides with one of its 
corresponding elements; if these be called "double" elements, four 
special cases arise : 

Case (i) two double elements coincide, 

„ (ii) three „ 

„ (iii) four 

„ (iv) two pairs of double elements coincide. 

Now we may, for clearness, regard the coordinates z, z' as 
defining points on a given line ; to the four double elements will 
then correspond four points, say P, P ; Q, Q\ on this line. There 



» >f 



ii ii ii 
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are two points, say A and B, which are harmonic with P and F 1 
and also with Q and Q', i.e. A and B are the double points of the 
ordinary involution determined by P, P ' ; Q, Qf. 

If a and fi are the coordinates of A and B respectively, then 
substituting in (I) by aid of the equations 

z — a , / — a 

we obtain the involution [2] expressed in terms of x and x. The 
coordinates of A and B are now seen to be zero and infinity 
respectively; hence the points P and P' harmonic with them must 
have coordinates of the form ± 7 ; similarly Q and Q' have 
coordinates ± 8. So that the equation to determine the double 
elements must be of the form 

Lx* + Kx* + T = 0; 

where K = 4tN + R: that is to say, the coefficients of the secon,d 
and fifth terms in the equation defining the involution [2] must 
be zero. 

The latter equation, therefore, is of the form 

Lx*x'* + N(x + x'f + Rxx + T= ; 

which is therefore a form by which the general involution [2] may 
be defined. 

By writing in the new equation x = ly J . u, «' = f -^J .u' t the 
coefficients of the first and last terms are made equal. 

165. It will now be shown that the complex [(111)111] is the 
locus of lines which intersect corresponding lines of a regulus in 
the general involution [2], 

For the complex may be written 

?W + \tf + \x 9 * = 0, 
if we replace X* — \ by \ 4 , etc. 

Any line of this complex is therefore given by the equations 

*/\ 4 x 4 : */\ x 5 : V\i x t = p* - 1 : i (/i» + 1) : 2/x, ; 

which divide the complex into a singly infinite number of linear 
congruences. 

Also any line of the regulus x x = x 2 = x t = is given by 

#4 : x a : x € = p 2 — 1 : i (/>' + 1) : 2p. 
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All lines of such a linear congruence meet lines of the regulus 
for values of p given by the equation 

' (/* a -i)(p g -i) o* 2 +i)o> 2 +i) , y P _ 

vT 4 Vx 5 Vx, 

If p 1 and p 9 are the roots of this quadratic we have 

9 x + p2 " Cf+D ' Pl h " C/^kD ' 

where 4 = 7= , (7 = -,_ — .— , D = -7=_ + -.— 

vx 6 vx 8 vx 4 VX B vx 4 

Hence between p x and p 2 the following equation exists 

A* 
(pi + fhf = / ga _ jpy (G - 2>p,p a ) (C^p, - D), 

which defines a general involution [2], 

The complex is therefore obtained by establishing a general 
involution [2] between the lines of a regulus, and taking all the 
lines which intersect each pair of corresponding lines. 

166. If X 4 = X 8 , which gives the form [(111X11)1], O = 0, 

A* 
and the involution becomes (p\+p*f = -fp Pip%> which is derived 

from the general case (i) (Art. 164) wbenZ = M = 5=7=0; here 
(i) has two pairs of coincident double elements (viz. two infinite 
and two zero), giving case (iv). 

167. [11(11X11)], x 3 = x 4 , x, = v 

In this case 

/( i r) = (V-X 6 )^ + (X J -X B )^ + (X,-X 6 )(^ a + ^), 

f x (x) = (> , - X,) 2 x* + (\, - X 8 )»* 9 a + (X, - \ B y (*,« + *«■). 

There are t.vo pairs of double line?, viz. A 1 A it A s A a ; A x A iy 
A 2 A 4 ; which form a twisted Quadrilateral. 

If in the singular surface of [1111(11)] we put ta = X 4 , it 
becomes of the form yfyf + y$*y* *= Ky^y^y*, and therefore 
consists of two quadrics which intersect in the four double 
lines of the complex. 

From the equations of the singular lines we deduce that they 
satisfy the equation f x — (X, — X 5 )/= 0, which is of the form 

(x Y + our,) {x x — ax 2 ) = 0, 

hence the singular lines consist of two congruences (2, 2). 

J. 14 



210 THE GENERAL EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE [CH. XI 

This is one of three complexes which have for singular 
surfaces a pair of qua dries, the others being [1(11) (12)] and 
[(12) (12)]. Writing \ for Xj — X 5 it is seen that the complex 
consists of the singly infinite system of linear congruences 

Vx^ ( 1 + *,) x l + i Vx^ ( 1 - *,) a?, + Vx^ (—* + fi ) x % 
where ^ , tc 9 are the roots of the equation 

«' + i + 2*. x 't x '7 2x , =o. 

The directrices p y p of these (special) complexes have co- 
ordinates 

#1 #2 X 3 x 4 x^ x 9 



^(1+*,), iVx,(i -*,), Vx,(-^ + / *), »Vx,(5 + *), 0, o 



(. K. 



P 



V\ 1 (i+atVx 9 (l-#c 9 ),\%(-^ + ^,tV\ 8 ^ + ^ 0, 0. 

On varying /*, it is seen that p and />' describe two reguli, 
whose lines are in (1, 1) correspondence, and which have (for 
/x = 0, fi = oo , respectively), th« common self-ctoresponding lines 
A l A 8> A i A A ] while A l A 4 , A t A t are seen to be ' mmon directrices 
of the two reguli ; hence the com^ 7n .x is the * of lines which 
intersect corresponding pairs of l l * +• It which are in 

(1, 1) correspondence, and whic^x^^O, non self-corre- 

sponding lines. 

168. [i(iixin)i x,=x;.g ivenb y thet -Atioi*. 

The complex is * (/** + 1) : V J 

/(a?) = (X, - X 4 ) x? + (A, - X 4 ) (fi nit e number of linear 

while /i (a>) = (X, - X 4 ) s a^ + (X, - X,) 8 (a 

Hence the singular lines form the congriA ° Y 

#i = 0, aa + w^=0; 4q = 0, ^-fri,= 

\ 
\ 
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The singular surface consists as in [111(111)] of a quadric 
taken doubly, while the double lines are one set of generators of 
this quadric together with the two lines 

x x = x A = x s = & 6 = 0. 

169. [(11X11X11)]. *i = *i. *« = *«> >.«V 
This gives the Tetrahedral Complex 

\i (x? + xf) + X, (x s * + x*) + X, (x 6 * + xf) = 0. 

The complex possesses thirteen independent constants, viz. 
twelve from the tetrahedron and one from the constant double 
ratio. 

170. [(111X111)]. *i = X, = X„ X 4 = X B = X e . 
The equation of the complex has either of the forms 

X\ + <*** + «% = 0, xf + xf+xf = 0. 
The generators of one system are x l = x 2 = x t = 0, and those of 
the other are x K = x 6 = x % = ; hence any tangent line of the quadric 
will belong to the complex, which therefore consists of the tangents 
of a quadric. 

171. Second canonical form. [11112]. 
o) (x) = xf + xf + xf + X? + 2x 5 x %t 

f(x) = XtXf + XW + X,# 8 9 + X 4 a? 4 a + 2X 8 a? d a? 6 + x,\ 

From the form of the identity to (x) = it is permissible to 
write 

The singular , lines are those whose coordinates satisfy the 
equations \ 

(Xt-XiW + f*"*^)*/ xV2 -X*)«b i + (Vi-^)*4 i + *i 1 -0 f 

(X, - X,)* tf wo P ain * of ^.(x. - A.)" x? + (X 4 - X,,) 8 x> = 0. 

mi j- i. form a twisted c , lx . . , 

The direct complex # 8 = is seen to be a 

double line o< singular surface 156) 

r . A ies the form y^ Q thafc fche si lar surface ^ the 

~, jsists of two quadncs.^ _,__„„_ 
Co „ . ; ongruence 

.nes of the complex. m 

. #i" *** X** A 

From the equations t - + ^ 7- + ^ r" + t r- = U > 

* Af Aj — A* Aj — Af A4— A § 

satisfy the equation f x - 



aence 
i 



xf 



hence the singu + ^r^ + x^X, + X^X 8 "" U ' *. + »•-", 
^ / 14—2 



/ 
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where 

and therefore 



# 8 — #8 + $-# 8 , X e — 1 (# 6 — i&a), 

lx* + x V + *V = 0. 



Thus the Singular Surface is the Plticker surface for a general 
quadratic complex [111 111] and an edge of a fundamental 
tetrahedron. 

It was seen (Art. 86) that the Plticker surface for the complex 

(\a*) = 0, (a?) = is (Xu 2 ) (Xv 2 ) - (XuvY = 0, 

where u is a line through i ( va line through B, A and B being 
any two points on the double line, and «, v meet in a point y of 
the Complex Surface. The double line being in this case the 
edge A % A Z of the tetrahedron of reference, we may take A as A 2 
and 5asi 8) which gives as the coordinates of u and v 

Pit Pn P\i Pa Pu P* 



u 

V 



whence 



u 
v 



yi 


-y s 





y* 





Vi y t 


-y« 


o, 


<r, 


2 8 Xa 


< 


X$ 



yi -*yi y* »y< -y> -»y. 
-y* -*y< .vi -*yi y> *y«. 



and the equation of the singular surface is 



y. a + 



# (*.->*) 



+ 



y**(\-\) 



(x, - x,) (x, - x s ) (x, - x 6 ) (x< - x.) 



-^ x 



y»'+ 



y«*(*.-*i) 



.+ 



tfQ^-Ki } 



=o, 



(X.-X.XX.-X.) (X, - X.) (X< - A.)J 

(, \ Xi — X B X 2 — X B Xj — X 5 X 4 — X B /J 

which reduces to the form 

(Xx - X,)(X, - X 4 ) ft/ + y 4 <) -(X, - X 5 ) (X 4 - X B ) (X, - \)(yW + yfyf) 
-r{\- X.) (X, - X,) (X, - X 4 ) (y x V + i/ 2 fy 2 ) 
+ 2 [(Xj + X 2 - 2X 5 ) (X, + X 4 - 2X 8 ) 

- 2 {(X» - X 6 ) (X 2 - X 8 ) + (X, -r X 8 ) (X, - X 8 )}] y*y* 
+ 2 {(X, - X 6 ) (X, - X 5 ) (X, + X 4 - 2X 8 ) 

- (X 8 - X 8 ) (X 4 - X 8 ) (X, + X, - 2X 8 )} yTjMMt = 0. 

This equation might also have been obtained by finding the 
locus of points y for which the complex cones of [11112] become 
pairs of planes. 



\ 



\ 
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172. There are nine sub-cases, which are as follows : 

[111(12)1 *< = V 

The singular surface becomes 

(X, - X 2 ) (X, - X 4 ) ( yi * + y 4 *) - (X x - X 4 ) (X, - X 4 ) (X, - X,) (y.y, - y a y 4 ) a 
+ 2 [(X,-X 4 )(X 1 + X,- 2X 4 )- 2(X, - X 4 )(X,- X 4 )] yfyf = 0. 

The line ^ = ^=0 is a double line of the surface, and any 
plane through it cuts the surface in two lines which meet on the 
double line ; the surface is the ruled quartic of class II. 

173. [11(11)21 X, = X 4 . 

The complex possesses three double lines, viz. A 2 A S and also 
A Y A if A i A 4 \ any plane through A^A % is seen to meet the 
singular surface in two lines intersecting on A 2 A 4 and vice versd, 
hence A 1 A i and A 2 A A are double directrices of the surface, while 
A 2 A 9 is a double generator; the singular surface therefore belongs 
to class VII. 

174 [11(112)1 Xs^-V 

The equation of the complex is 

/(a?) = (X 1 -X 3 )^ + (X,-X,)^ + a? 5 s = 0, 

the singular lines being given hyf(x) =* 0, and 

/i(^) = (X 1 -X 8 )'a ?1 s + (X,-X 8 )^ 9 s = 0; 

thus the congruence of singular lines consists of the four linear 
congruences 

x Y : # a : <r B = * (** - \) : ± (\ — \) - ± V(X X — X*) (X, — Xa) (X* — xj. 

The t complex is composed of the singly infinite number of 
linear congruences 

a?i + ix 2 = 2p . x 6 , x x — ix 2 = 2<r . x 5 , 

i.e. Pi* = PPu> PM = <rpu'> 

where p and a are connected by the equation 

(X 1 -X,)(p + <r) 9 -(X,-X,)( / >-<r) s +l=0. 

Hence, the complex is formed by lines which meet corresponding 
lines of two pencils (A 9t a x ) f (A 2f a*) which are in (2, 2) corre- 
spondence, and which have a common self-corresponding line A 2 A 9 . 
, The (2, 2) correspondence has two of its four double elements in 
coincidence. 

The lines x 1 = x 2 = x 5 = i forming the two pencils (A 2 , c^), 
(-4 S , «*)» are double lines of the complex. The singular surface is 
seen to consist of the centres and planes of these pencils. 



214 THE GENERAL EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE [CH. XI 

175. [(11)1(12)], X.-*,, X 4 = X ft . 
The singular surface consists of the two quadrics 

(X> - X 4 ) (X, - \) (y lt y, - y s y 4 )» - 4 (X, - X^ yfy? = 0, 

which touch along their common generator y l = y 4 = 0, and which 
have also in common the lines y Y = y % = 0, y 8 =#4 = 0. 

The complex is X! (xf + xf) + X,^* + a? 5 9 = (if X! be written 
for X! — X 4 ), and consists of the congruences 

Vx^ (a + -2) +i*J\Xt p - m) + Vx^(Ar, - 1) x t - t (*i + l)x 6 = 0, 

Vx>, r>L6 + -J +iVx^ (- - /*} + Vx^(fc,- 1) «?, - 1(*« + 1)*» = 0, 

where k u k* are the roots of the equation A (a) « 0, i.e. 

4X 1 & + X 8 (&-1) 8 = 0. 

Thus each of these complexes is special; the directrices de- 
scribe (for different values of /*) two reguli which have A X A % , 
A t A 4 in common. 

Hence, the complex consists of lines which meet corresponding 
pairs of lines of two reguli in (1, 1) correspondence which have two 
common self corresponding lines, and two consecutive common 
directrices. 

176. [(1H)12], X^A.-X,. 
The complex is 

(\-\)x 4 * + 2 (X5 - Xjftbot + x 6 * = ; 

the double lines are those given by ff 4 = # B = # e = 0, which form 
one set of generators of the quadric y Y y 3 — y%y 4 =* 0. The singular 
surface consists of this quadric taken doubly. The singular lines 
are given by the equations 

X 4 i^JC^X^^ X& 

(x*-x 1 ) a=: (x 4 -x 1 )(x 1 ^-x 4 -2x 5 ")""(x 4 -x0(x 5 -x 1 )(x 8 -x 4 ) , 

they therefore form the special linear congruence x 4 = x t = 0, and 
two general linear congruences. 

If in the equation of the complex X 4 be written for X 4 — X x &a, 
it is easily seen that any line of the complex is given by the 
equation 

x 4 : x, : x % = V\(2fj. */\- i) : Vx 4 X„ : - 2/x Vx^/a V>^- i), 

giving x * linear congruences ; the line (0, 0, 0, 2p, 2, — />*) is any 
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line of the regulus ^8^ = ^ = 0, and is met by the lines of the 
preceding congruence provided that 

Vx^p* + 4 */\fi (/a y/\ - i) - 2/o Vx7(2/u, Vx7- i) = 0. 
If p l and p 2 are the roots of this quadratic it is seen that 

4 X 

(/»i + p 9 ) 2 + r- = 4- 5 />i/(>9. 

A» 4 A» 4 

2%is equation defines an involution [2] which has two coincident 
double elements, and is case (i) previously mentioned, (Art. 164). 

If X 4 =X„ giving [(111X12)], the involution has all its double 

elements coincident since it is given by the equation (pi — p*¥+ ~t=0; 
this is case (iii) of the involution [2]. 

177. [(11X11)2], X^X,, X, = X 4 . 

The singular surface as derived from that of [11112] is seen to 
consist of the planes y l = 0, y 4 = and a quadric whose equation 
is #1^4 — *y%y% — 0- If the equation of the singular surface for 
[11112] be formed in plane-coordinates and if in it we put \=\i, 
X* = X 4 , it is seen that v 2 v s is a factor of the equation, which shows 
that the singular surface is completed by the points A 2 , A t which 
raise its class to four. 

If X, be written for X, — X 2 &c., the equation of the complex is 

4\P»Pm + 4**PuP» + P*u = 0. 
It consists therefore of the linear congruences 
_ 2 VXtf> 18 - ppu = 0, 

2 Vx^(X, - X 5 ) p*pv + 4X, (X, - X 5 ) tip* + fj,\p lA - 2 VX,X,^ W - 0. 
The directrices of the first of these linear complexes form the 
pencil (A q > at,), the directrices of the second form a regulus ; the 
lines of the pencil and of the regulus are in (1, 1) correspondence, 
and have a common self-corresponding line A % A 4 ; hence, the 
complex consists of the lines which meet paired lines of a pencil 
and regulus in (1,1) correspondence having a common self 'Corre- 
sponding line, 

178. [(11X112)], X^X,, X, = X 4 = X 5 . 
In this case 

f{x) = (X x - \) (xf + ^ a ) + x 5 * = 4 (X! - X,) p n pn + p* 14 . 
The complex consists of the singly infinite series of congruences 

2Vx 1 -A 6 .p 12 = / up 14 , 2Vx 1 -X 6 ..p 84 = --.p 14 . 
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Each of these complexes is special and the directrices form the 
respective pencils (A St o^), (A 2 , a 4 ) which are in (1, 1) corre- 
spondence, hence the complex is the locus of lines which meet 
corresponding lines of two projective pencils where the plane of each 
pencil passes through the centre of the other. 

From consideration of the complex [-11(112)] the double lines 
are seen to be the pencils (A 3i c^), (A 9 , a 4 ), and the singular surface 
consists of the centres and planes of these pencils. 

179. [(111X12)], X 1 = \ 2 =\ 3 , X 4 = A*. 
The complex is 

(*4 - **) W + 2ff 5 # 6 ) + x? = 0. 

The singular surface, obtained from that of [111(12)], is 
(y 1 y i -y,y 4 ) a = 0. By comparison with [111(12)] and [(111)12] 
the double lines are seen to consist of one set of generators of the 
singular surface together with the generator y l = y 4 = 0. 

180. Third canonical foi % m. [1113]. 
to (x) = #, a + xf + xf + x? + 2x 4 x 6 , 

f(x) = \x x * + Xjtfj 2 + \,#, a + \ 4 {x? + 2x A x 9 ) + 2x 4 x 6 . 
From the form of to (x) it is permissible to write 

The singular surface is (Art. 159) the complex surfaqe for 

A<i "~ A» 4 A>2 ~~ A^ A»j "— A» 4 

and is therefore <f> (u) <f> (v) — I - Ui ^ ) = 0, where the lines u and v 

have the same coordinates p^ as in [11112]; hence, finding the 
x coordinates of u and v from Art. 171, the singular surface is seen 
to be 









-W-^r^ 4 + ^ 



s 

= 0; 
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which reduces to the form 

(*i - \) (yi 4 + y« 4 ) -*(*,- \) (\ - **) (yi'y* - y*y?) 

- 4 (X, - X 4 ) (X, - X 4 ) (X, - X 4 ) (^y, 4- y 2 y 4 ) 2 
-4{(X,-X 4 )(X 1 + X 2 -2\ 4 ) 

- 2 (x 2 - x 4 ) (\ 2 - x 4 )} y,y 4 (y^ - y*y<) 

+ 2(X 1 + X,-2X s )y 1 V = 0. 

It is clear that the double line y x = y 4 = 0, for which all the 
coordinates except x B are zero (Art. 156), belongs to the complex 
(f) (x) = 0. Along this double line the tangent planes to the 
surface coincide with those of yiy s + #2^4 = 0- 

181. [11(18)], X, = X 4 . 
The singular surface is 

(\ x - \) (y x 4 + y 2 4 ) + 8 (Xx - X,) (X* - X,) y x y t (y x y z - y,y 4 ) 

+ 2(X 1 + X 1 -2>,)y l «y««-0. 

The line y, = y 4 = is a triple line of this surface ; and any 
plane through y, = 0, y 4 = 0, cuts out one line from the surface, 
which therefore is a ruled quartic of class XII. 

182. [(11)13], X 1 = X J . 

Here there are two double lines A l A at A t A A in addition to the 
cuspidal double line A 9 A S ; the singular surface is therefore a 
special case of class VII. 

183. [1(H3)], X 2 = X 8 = X 4 . 
The singular surface consists of the planes 

yi + iy4 = 0, y x - iy 4 = 0, 

counted twice, together with two points on their line of intersection. 
The double lines are those which belong to the three complexes 
x x = x 4 = x f = 0, forming two pencils which have A % A 9 as common 
line. 

The complex is 

(X* - X,) x* + 2# 4 x, = ; 

the lines of the complex belong to the singly infinite number 
of linear congruences 



Vx x — X, (x 6 + ix x ) + 2fjLX A ( V\j — X 2 fi — i) = 0, 
VXi — X a (# 8 — in*) + 2/i# 4 (Vx l — X,/x + 1) = 0. 
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Each of these complexes is special ; the coordinates of their 
directrices p, p are 





*X/\ «2*2 *Cj QC A £Cf QCq 






V 


iV^-X, VX.-X, 2/x(V\ 1 -X, A t-i) 


p 


-iV^-X, VXa-X, 2/x(VX 1 -X 2 /a + i). 



Hence p, // are corresponding lines of two pencils in (2, 2) 
correspondence, and which have A % A Z as common self-correspond- 
ing line. Corresponding lines are of the form a< + p&, a'* + p'fk 
(where fii is A q A 9 ). The connexion between p and p' is given by 
the equation 

VXx-X, (p - p)» + 2 0> + p') = 0. 

In this involution [2] three double elements coincide (they 
are infinite). 

184 [(H) (13)1 ^-X,, X, = X 4 . 

Putting X^X, in [11(13)] the singular surface is seen to 
consist of the planes y x y A = 0, together with the quadric 

2 (Xi - \) (yit/s - y a y 4 ) + y x y 4 - 0. 
The complex has three double lines. 

The equation of the complex is 

4\puPu + 2pu (Pit + P«) = 0, 
writing X! for X! — A 4 . It is formed by the linear congruences 

^\Pn + ppu - 0, 

v\ p 12 + /ip 14 - 2fjX, (2fi^/\ l p u - #, - p u ) = 0. 

The directrices of the first complex, for different values of /x, 
form the pencil (A Si d); those of the second form a regulus; 
the lines of the pencil and regulus are in (1, 1) correspondence and 
have A S A A as common self-corresponding line, while the line A 9 A S 
of the pencil is a directrix of the regulus. This gives that case of 
the correspondence in [(11) (11)2] in which the pencil contains a 
directrix of the regulus. 

186. [(111)3], X 1 = ^ I = X,. 

The singular surface reduces to (yiys + y a y 4 ) a = 0; the double 

lines are its generators yi=p>y 4i y» = y s . 

P> 

The singular lines form the special congruence x 4 = x 6 = 0, 

together with a general linear congruence. 
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The Equation of the complex is 

X 4 (a?5 8 + 2x A x s ) + 2x A x 6 = 0, 

if X 4 be written for X 4 — \. The lines of the complex are given 
by the equations 

#4 : x t : x 6 = X 4 * : 2pX 4 : — 2/x (1 + p. \/x 4 ), 

forming oo * linear congruences ; the lines of such a congruence 
meet the line (0, 0, 0, 2p*, 2p, — 1) of the regulus x x = x* = x 9 = 0, 
provided that 

4>/j,p* (1 + /x Vx 4 ) - 4/iX 4 p + X 4 * = 0. 

If the roots of this equation are p l and p 2y it is seen that 

4 
(pi - P») a + r- Pip* (Pi + Pa) = 0. 

A. 4 

This is an involution [2] in which three double elements 
coincide, giving case (ii) (Art. 164). 

186. Fourth canonical form. [1122]. 
(o (x) = x? + xf + 2x % x 4 + 2x 6 x B , 

f(x) = \ x x^ + X,#, a + 2\ z x t x 4 + 2\ 4 x 6 x 6 + xf + x 5 *. 
We may write 

The singular surface is the complex surface for 

Ai — A. 4 \f — A. 4 A»j — Aj4 (X3 "~* X 4 J 

Repeating the process previously adopted, the equation of the 
singular surface is seen to be (if Xi be written for \ — X 4l &c), 

(Xa - \) yS - 4v (x* - x*) (yi 9 y* a + yM) - 4X, x^v 

+ 4 (x,x, + xa - ^x-, - v) yW 

- 8X6 {X, (Xi + X,) - 2X 1 X S } y l y % y t y 4 = 0. 

This is a PlUcker surface with the two intersecting double 
lines A 2 A 9 , A q A 4 . There are six special cases. 

187. [11(22)]. 

The singular surface is obtained from the general case by 
putting Xj = 0, which gives 

yi 2 {(** - x,) yi a - 4A.X, (y 8 s + y 4 »)} = o ; 

while if we find the envelope of the singular planes we obtain 

t> a a {(Xa - X,) nf - 4X 1 \, (t/ 8 a + 1/ 4 8 )} = 0. 



-^ 
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Hence the singular surface consists of a quadric corffe and a 
conic whose plane passes through the vertex of the cone. 

The double lines are given by x x = #2 = x s « # 5 = 0, and consist 
of the pencil (A i} c^). 

188. [12(12)], \ = \ 4 . 
The singular surface is 

yi 1 {Mi a + 4\, (A* - X.) y 4 '} - 4\ \,» ^y, + y f y 4 )" = 0. 

Any plane through -4 a -4 8 cuts out two lines from the surface 
which intersect on A 2 A 3t while A 2 A 4 is a double generator ; this 
is the case VIII. of ruled quartics. It gives a case of [11(11)2]. 
There are three double lines, viz. A 2 A A and two lines coinciding 
with A 2 A S . 

189. [1(122)], A,= \,= \ 4 . 

If in the equations of the cone and conic which form the 
singular surface of [11(22)] we make Xs = 0, the cone becomes a 
plane (counted twice), and the conic a point (counted twice). 

The singular surface thus consists of a plane and a point in it 
taken four times. 

This complex is a special case of [11(112)]; the double lines 
are those given by a?, = x 8 =* x 5 = 0, and therefore form the pencil 
(-4,, Oj); they are to be taken twice as being derived from the two 
pencils of [11(112)]. 

190. [(11)22], \ = \. 

The singular surface is seen to reduce to a ruled cubic with 
A,A % as double and A 3 A 4 as simple directrix, together with the 
plane y! = 0, and the point v a = 0. 

The double lines are 

A. 1 jfL 2y A a A 4t A$A it A2A3. 

191. [(H2)2], X 1 = X 2 = \ 4 . 

The equation of the complex may be put in the form 

2 (X* - \)x z x A + x t 2 + x? - 0, 

i.e. 4 (X, - \)pnp* + pj + p 14 a = 0. 

The singular surface reduces to yi*y 4 2 = 0, v 2 s v, 2 = ; the double 
lines are A 9 A 4 together with those given by x 3 = x* = x 9 = 0, i.e. 
the pencils (A at cr 4 ), (A ti e^). 
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The complex is formed by lines which belong to the congruence 

fjuv s + x 5 = 0, 2/a (\s - \ 4 ) # 4 - (/a 9 + 1)# 6 =0; 

and is therefore the locus of lines which intersect paired lines of 
two pencils in (1, 2) correspondence, which have a common self- 
corresponding line. 

192. [(11X22)], Xi = X,, X 8 = X 4 . 

The equation of the singular surface is yf (y s * + y?) = Q, 
together with vf (v 8 2 + v 4 2 ) = 0. 

The double lines are those which satisfy the equations 

#! = # 2 = #3 = # 5 = 0, 

i.e. the pencil (A 2t ctj), together with AjA 2f A Z A 4 . 
The complex is 

(*i - X,) fa 2 + * 2 9 ) + * 8 2 + tf B 2 = 0, 
ie. 4 (X x - X^pupn -h p 18 2 -f p 14 2 = ; 

and is formed by the lines which belong to the complexes 

2 \/\x - X 8 p 12 - /j. (jp 18 + ip 14 ) = 0, 

2 V\ 2 - \ s p u + - (i>is - ipu) = 0. 

Each of these complexes is special, the directrices p, p' having 
the coordinates given by 

Pi* Pu Pu Pas Pm i>« 



p 





— ifi. 2vXi-X, — ft 


p' 


2VXT-XS/* 


-i 1 



hence p and jp' form two projective pencils, the centre of the 
former being a point on A 3 A A and its plane a,, the latter having 
A 2 for centre and A^A 2 for its plane; hence, the complex is the 
locus of lines which intersect corresponding lines of two projective 
pencils in which the plane of one pencil passes through the centre 
of the other. 

193. [(12) (12)], \ x = X 8 , X, = X 4 . 

The singular surface consists of the quadrics 

y? = ± 2X X (y,y 2 + y 8 y 4 ), 

i.e. two quadrics touching along A 2 A 4 , A 2 A 9 . The line A % A Z is a 

" doubled " double line, as also is A 3 A A . The complex is (writing 

\a for X a — Xj), 

X, (xf + 2x 6 x 6 ) + xf + x 6 2 = 0. 
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It consists of the linear congruences 

2 Vx, (1 — i/j.) x % — 2fiXi + (p h 2i) x 5 + 2X,/£r« = 0, 

2*/\ i (l+ifi)x i + 2fix s + 0* 2$) a? 8 + 2X,/ia? e = 0. 

A* 

The directrices p, p' of these (special) complexes, as p varies, 

describe two reguli. The line A % A A is seen to be a directrix and 

A s A t a common line of each regulus. Hence, the complex consists 

of the lines which meet conjugate lines of two reguli in (1, 1) 

correspondence, the reguli having two common consecutive lines 

and two common consecutive directrices. 

194. Fifth canonical form [114]. 

to (x) = x? + xf + 2x 9 x 9 + 2x A x it 

f(x) = X^ 2 + \ixf + 2X, (x 9 x 6 + a? 4 a? B ) + 2x 9 x 5 + a?/. 
We may write 

The singular surface is the complex surface for 



<r 8 = 0, 2x 4 x 9 + x* + -^--- + X \ = 0. 

A^ — Aj Ajj — Aj 



The double line of f(x) t which is A 2 A S , is a singular line of 
the last complex. 

We obtain, as before, for the equation of the singular surface 

yt (Xi - X,) + 1 6ki\yi*yf + 8 (X, + \) y x *y z y A + tySy* 

- 8X 1 X 2 y 1 y J y 4 * + 8 (A* - X,) y^y, = 0, 

where A*, X 2 are written for X^ — X*, X, — X* respectively. 

This is a Plucker surface for a quadratic complex and one of 
its singular lines. There are three special forms. 

195. [1(14)], X, = X,. 

Putting Xa =s in the equation of the singular surface gives 

y? (fcyt + ty) + sx l y l t (y z y A + yi y,) = 0. 

Any plane through y x = 0, y 4 = meets the surface in this line 
together with one other; the line A % A t is therefore a double 
generator and simple directrix of the surface, hence we have a 
case of class XII. In the singular surface of [11(13)], each of 
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the planes #1 = 0, y 4 = 0, meets t the surface in the line A t A t 
merely, i.e. there are two "stationary' 1 tangent planes; in the 
present case both stationary planes have come into coincidence 
with yi = 0. 

196. [(11)4]. 

Putting X, = >*, we obtain as the singular surface 

yi (*Vyiy» 2 + *Kyiy*y* + yiy* - sv^y/) - o. 

Hence the singular surface consists of a ruled cubic together 
with the plane y x = 0. 

The line y l = 0, y 9 = is the simple directrix ; y % = 0, y A = the 
double directrix. The plane y = meets the sur&ce in A Z A A and 
in the two coincident generators A S A S ; hence y l = is a cuspidal 
tangent plane of the surface. Using plane coordinates we find v 2 
as a factor of the left side of the equation of the singular surface. 
The cuspidal point A 2y therefore, completes the singular surface. 

197. [(114)]. 

The equation of the complex may be put in the form 

2# 8 <r 8 + # 4 a = 0, 
and hence consists of the singly infinite number of congruences 

that is pu = ppn > M*P«a + 2pu = 0- 

The directrices of these special complexes form the pencils 
(A 2i aO, (A 9 , a 4 ), which are thus in (2, 1) correspondence and 
have A 2 A % as common self-corresponding line. 

In a (1, 2) correspondence, which is given by an equation of 

the form 

x (ay 1 + by + c) + a'y 2 + b'y + c' = 0, 

the two values of y which correspond to any value of x form an 
involution; in the present case, the involution formed in the 
pencil (A t , a x ) has A 2 A t as a double line. 

The complex is therefore formed as follows: in two pencils 
having a common line a, connect linearly the pairs of lines 
p lf p 2 of an involution in one pencil with the lines p of the other 
pencil so that a is a double line of the involution and a self- 
corresponding line; the lines which intersect p and p lt p and p* 
form the complex. 

The planes of the pencils and their centres, each taken doubly, 
form the singular surface. 



/ 
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198. Sixth canonical form [123]. 
a) (x) = x? + 2# 2 # 3 + 2x<x 6 + # 5 2 , 

f(x) = A^ 8 + 2\ 2 # 2 # 3 + xf + \a (2# 4 a; 6 + a? 5 2 ) -4- 2# 4 a? 5 . 
We may write 

#5 = j?12 + i>34> #2 = 2p M , # 4 = i>14, 
Wl = ^12 - P34, &9=P4a, #6 = 2^23. 

The singular surface is the Complex Surface for 

x 8 2 3? 5? 5i» 2 

A.1 — A3 Afl — A3 (A3 — A3) 

This gives as the equation of the singular surface (writing 
A 1? Xj for Aj — A3, A-j — A3), 

Vi - *i V (yi^a - J^) 2 + 4X 1 y 1 , y t - (Xx - X*) y, a y 4 9 

- 2A, (A x - A,) y 2 y 4 (y^ + y 8 y 4 ) = 0. 

The line y 1 = y z ^ 0, is double ; y x = y 4 = 0, is cuspidal. 
There are four special cases. 

199. [1(23)], A, = A,. 

Putting Aa = in the last equation, we derive as the equation 
of the singular surface in point coordinates 

yi (yi 2 + 4A 1 y 1 y, - \ yt) =* 0, 

in plane coordinates \ 

v 2 * (v a fl + 4A 1 t> 8 v 4 — AxV) = ; 

thus giving a cone and a conic whose plane touches the cone, while 
the vertex of the cone lies upon the conic. 

200. [2(13)], Ax = A3. 
The singular surface is 

yi {yi + \yiy? + 2Vy4 fay* + j^)} = 0. 

This is a ruled cubic (Cayley's) together with a plane of its 
bitangent developable and a point upon it. 

201. [(12)3], A 1 = A 2 . 
The singular surface is 

yi 4 - V (y*y* - y^Y + 4A 1 y 1 8 y, « 0. 

Any plane through A 2 A A intersects the surface in two lines 
which meet on A 2 A 4 , while A 2 A 3 is a double generator along 
o w^iich the tangent planes of the surface coincide ; hence the 
case ot" J^toags to class VIII. with a cuspidal generator. 
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202. [(123)]. 
The complex has as its equation 

xf + 2x 4 x B = 0. 

The singular surface consists of a plane and a point in it, each 
counted four times. 

203. Seventh canonical form [222]. 
o> (x) = X X X 2 + x s x 4 + x 6 x 6 , 

f(x) = 2\ l x 1 x 2 + 2\x z x 4 + 2X 3 x 5 x s + xf + xf + xf. 

There are three double lines, viz. (010000), (000100), (000001), 
which meet each other ; when these double lines are coplanar we 
may write 

Xi^p iif X z = p u , #5 = .Pl4i 

The singular surface is seen to be* 
yi{yi 1 -(X a -\,)»y a a -(X 1 -X 8 ) a y t »-(X 1 -\ 8 ) a y 4 8 } 

-2(x 1 -\ a )(x s -M(^-^i)y.y3.y4 = o, 

which is Cayley's cubic surface of the fourth class, together with 
the plane yi = through the three double lines. 

Secondly, when the double lines are concurrent, we may write 

x % = p 12 , x 4 = p u , x 6 = p 14 . 
The singular surface is in this case, (writing \ l9 \j for Xj — \a, 

i.e. an equation of the form 

y*yt + y?y? + y*yf - *y\y*y*y+ 

The latter equation is one of the forms to which Steiners 
quartic surface of the third class can be brought. The singular 
surface is completed by the point of intersection of the three 
double lines. 

* This equation is most easily derived as follows: Let y<, y/ be two points on a 
line of the complex, where y t ' lies in ai , so that 

Pw= - Vi • ffi. Pj3= - Vi • Vi . Pu=- Va • Vi . *o- ; 
then for any point y i of the singular surface the locus of t/ ( ' is a pair of lines ; fro* 
which the given equation follows at once. 

J. 
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If for 7/i in the second singular surface, plane coordinates v t be written, we 
obtain the equation of the first singular surface in plane coordinates. 

There are two special cases. 

204. [2(22)], A, = X,. 

In the first case the singular surface consists of a quadric cone 
and a pair of points, reciprocally in the second case we have a 
conic and a pair of planes. , 

205. [(222)]. 

In the first case of Art. 203 

f(x)=Pi2* + Pn*+Pu*, 
and the complex consists of the lines which meet the conic 

yi = 0, ^ , + y, f + y4 i -0. 

In the second case 

f{x) = Pu +;>« +l>as 8 , 
and the complex consists of the tangents to the cone 

Vl = 0, v 2 s + i; 8 a + t;4 9 = 0. 

206. Eighth canonical form [15]. 
co (x) = x x 2 + 2x 2 x s + 2x s x 6 + x 4 \ 

f(x) = X^ 2 -f Xa (2x2X 9 + 2^a: 8 + x?) + 2a^a? B + 2x s x A . 
Here we may write 

^4=l>12-i>84, ^6 = 2^28, ^5=2^42. 

The singular surface is the complex surface for 



x* 



x* = 0, </> = x*X + 2x z x 6 + 2x A x z + - — — - -» ; 

X = being any linear complex. 

It is easy to see that the double line of the complex surface 
(all of whose coordinates are zero except x 6 ) is a singular line of 
</>, and also that each tangent line y of the singular surface of <f> 

given by the equations ?- + p~ - =/o . ^— , (Art. 157), belongs to 

<f>, if x is the double line. Hence the singular surface of f(x)*= 
is the complex surface for the general quadratic complex, in which 
the double line is a singular line of the second order. 

u v . The equation of the singular surface is 

case ot v,_ \j {(y 4 » - yi y s y - 4 yi 2 y 2 y 4 } + 2 yi y 4 8 + yfy* - ySyw - 0. 
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The line y x = y 4 = is the double line, the point 

yi = y s = y4=o 

is a triple point. 

207. [(15)1 >* = **. 

The singular surface is seen to be Cayley's ruled cubic, together 
with a cuspidal plane and a point, as in [(11)4]. 

208. Ninth canonical form [24], 
o> (x) = x 1 x t -+- x s x s + x 4 x 5 . 

f(x) = 2\ 1 x 1 x i + x x * + \j (2x s x 6 + 2x 4 x t ) + 2tf 8 <r« + x 4 \ 
As in the form [222] there are two reciprocal cases. 

Case(i). aa=jPia, ^s = Pi4, ^=^13, 

&2=Pm> ®9=Pn, #5= Pa* 

The singular surface is, writing X 2 for \ x — \,, 

yi (Ky* + y^ + 2y, (y^ - VyJ) - 0, 

together with y, = 0. This is a special case of Cayley's surface, 
and belongs to the species VIII. of Schlafli* (a cubic of the 6th 
class with three proper nodes). 

Case(ii). #i=Ps4, *3=JP*. v^p*, 

#,=Pia, x<=p l4f x 6 =p lz . 

The singular surface is one of the third class and fourth 
degree, a special case of Steiner's surface, together with the point 
of intersection of the double lines. 

209. [(24)]. 

If Xi = 0, the equation of the singular surface is in case (i) 
yi 2 (y4 , + 2y 1 y a ) = 0, in point-coordinates, and vf (v a a + vf) = in 
plane-coordinates ; hence, the singular surface consists of a cone 
and a pair of points on a generator of the cone : in case (ii) we 
have, reciprocally, a conic and a pair of planes whose line of 
intersection touches the conic. The complex is a special case of 
[(22)11], 

In each case the complex has A % A t , A 3 A 4 as double lines. 

210. Tenth canonical form [33]. 
o) (x) = 2x x x z + xf + 2x 4 x 9 + xf> 

f(x)=\ (2x x x z + xf) + 2x x x 2 + \j (2x 4 x e + # B 9 ) + 2x 4 x s . 

* See Schlafli "On Surfaces of the third order," Phil. Trans. 1863 ; also CayW 
" A Memoir on cubic surfaces," Phil. Trans. 1869. 



228 THE GENERAL EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE [CH. XI 

Here we may write 

#4 = *Pl4i #2 = Pl2 +P«4, #1 =i>i8> 

x 9 = -2ip 23t ir 8 =p u -i>34, #,= 2p tt . 

The equation of the singular surface is found by the usual 
process to be 

V* (y 8 + y< + Xiy 3 ) - SKy^y* + V (y,y 2 -f y,^) 9 = 0. 
It possesses the two cuspidal lines y x = 0, y t = ; y x = 0, y A = 0. 

211. [(33)]. 

If we take \ } as zero in the previous equation, it is seen that the 
singular surface consists of the plane y x « triply, and the plane 
y* + #4 = 0> together with the point A 2 triply, and one other point 
in ^ = 0. 

The complex is 

x 1 x % + x 4 x 6 = 0, or, pu (p 12 +p u ) + jpj 4 (p 12 - p u ) = 0. 

It consists therefore of the lines of the oo * congruences 

Pit = /* (P12 - ft*), i>M = - /* ( jp M + jp*) ; 
*.«. JP« + JPi4+2/ip M = 0, p 13 -i>i4-2/Ap l2 =0. 

These complexes are special, their directrices p and p' having 
the coordinates 

Ptt Pu Pu P& Ps* P42 



p 2fi 1 1 

p' -1 -2/a 1. 

Thus p and p form two projective pencils, the plane a 2 of the 
latter passing through A 2 the centre of the former, while the 
centre of the latter lies upon A t A 4> and the line 0A % corre- 
sponds to the line of intersection of the planes of the pencils. 
The complex is therefore the locus of lines which intersect corre- 
sponding lines of two projective pencils, in which the plane of one 
passes through the centre of the other, and the intersection of the 
planes corresponds to the line joining the centres. 

212. Eleventh canonical form [6]. 
o) (x) = 2x^1 + 2a^x 6 + 2x s x 4 , 

f{x) = \ {2x Y x^ + 2#2# 5 + 2x t x A ) + 2x x x 6 + 2x 2 x A + #, a . 
There are two reciprocal cases : 
£ C Case (i). ^=Pi4, x^pu, .«,«/> 18 , 

case ot\te.. fy-Pn, x*=Pu> n^p^. 
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The equation of the singular surface is 

yi [yiy% + 2y 4 8 - tyiytyli = o, 

and therefore consists of the plane y 2 = together with a surface 
of the third degree and fourth class. 

This surface is the complex surface for the congruence 

#i = 0, <f> = ®iX + 2#2ff 6 + 2x^x 6 + x? = 0, 

where X = 2a<#{ is any linear complex ; and it is easy to see, if x 
is the double line of the complex surface, that the members of the 

ie. the lines for which y«=l, 3^ = 0, + /*, y^^^s^y^O, are 
all singular lines of </>. 

Hence this double line is a singular line of <f> of the third 
order. The singular surface is the species XIX. of SchlaflL 

Case(ii). *! = ?», a? 2 =p*, Xt^p*, 

^6=Pl4, «5 = 1>W, ^4 = i>13. 

The singular surface is 

(y a a -y.y4) a -2y 1 y,» = o, 

r 

together with the triple point y 9 = y s = y 4 = 0, of this surface. As 
before, the surface whose equation has just been given is the 
Pliicker surface for a general quadratic complex with regard to a 
singular line of the third order. 

In each case the complex has A 2 A S as double line. 

213. Number of constants in a canonical form. The 

1 imber of independent constants in the general complex [111 111] 
19 ; for each case of equality of roots of the discriminant of 
• \<o one constant is lost ; while for each case of v elementary 

isors relating to the same root \ of this discriminant, ^ — - 

trary constants are introduced. This enables us to find the 
ber of independent constants in all cases. 

Thus consider [(11)22], there are three pairs of equal roots 
^ ' -• 1 reduces the number of constants to 16, while there is one 

: ary constant contained in the canonical form, so that the 
>«i 1 ■' er of independent constants is 15. 



k 
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214 The Table which follows exhibits the characteristics of 
the different varieties of the quadratic complex. 



• [111 111] 

• [2 1111] 
: 3 ill] 

• [4 11] 

[5 1] 
. [22 11] 

[123] 

• [33] 

. [222] 



Number of 
Constants 

19 
18 
17 
16 

15 
17 

16 

15 

16 



[4 2] 



[6] 



' [(11)1111] 
• [(11)211]. 



[(11)31 
(11)22; 



[(H>4] 



15 



14 



17 

16 

15 
15 

14 



Degree 

4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 



3 

3 

3 
3 







[(21)111] 


16 


3 






;(21)21] 


15 


3 




• 


[(21)3] 


14 


3 




• 


[(31)11] 


13 


3 






[(31)2] 


14 


3 




[(41)1] 


14 


3 











Singular Surface 

Kummer Surface 

f Complex Surface \ any line, 

for a a line of <£, 

general quadratic } a singular line of <£, 
complex <j> and 

of 2nd order. 

both double, 



one cuspidal, 
two cuspidal. 



i 



{ Complex Surface for a 

general qurdratic com- 
plex <f> and a tangent of 

its Kummer Surface. 
The complex suriace has 

twodouble lines which are 
Cayleys surface of 3rd There are three 

degree and 4th class 

and the plane through 

the three double lines, 

or reciprocally, 



double lines 
which are co- 
planar or con- 
current; in [42] 
two coincide; 
in [6] all three 
coincide 



Steiner^ Roman Surface 
and the point of inter- 
section of the double 
lines. 
Complex Surface for 

a general quadratic 

complex <f> relative to 

a singular line of the 

3rd order. 
Class I. of ruled quartics (two double 

directrices). 
Class VII. of ruled quartics (double 

directrix). 
The same with a cuspidal generator. 
Ruled cubic with two directrices together 

with a point on the double directrix, and 

a plane through the single directrix. 
The same when the point and plane are 

cuspidal. 
Class II. of ruled qnartics. 
Class VIII. of ruled quartics. 
The same with a cuspidal generator. 
Class XII. of ruled quartics. 
Ruled cubic (Cayley's) with a point and a 

plane as in [(11)22]. 
A case of Class XII., the stationary tangent 

planes coincide. 
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[(W)] 


Numl of 
Const, its Degree 

1 .< 3 

 


[(22)11] 
[1(23)] 


U 2 
131 2 


[(22)2] 


13 ,2 


[(42)] 



[(33)] 



11 



[(ll)(ll)ll]<S-^i6 
[(11X11)2] / 14 
[(21)(11)1] / 14 



[(12)(12)] 
[(22)(11)] | 



13 
12 




(31V.ll)] 

(ll)/ll)(ll)] 

(lli)lll] 



13 
13 



[(/ll)(ll)l] 12 



[All 1)21] 



1 1 



N, °l)l 



13 



11 




2 
2 
2 

2 

1 



2 

i 

2 



1 

2 
1 



Singular Surface 
Cayley's ruled cubic and a point and plane 
as in [(11)4]. 

A quadric cone and a conic. 

Quadric cone and conic through its vertex, 
the plane of the conic touches the 
cone. 
Quadric cone and pair of points or recipro- 
cally a conic and a pair of planes. 
Two planes and a conic touching their 
intersection or reciprocally a cone and 
two points on one of its generators. 

A triple plane and a triple point together 
with another plane and a point on it 

(The complex is the locus of lines which 
meet corresponding lines of two projective * 
pencils, in which the plane of one passes 
through the centre of the other, and the 
line joining the centres corresponds to the 
intersection of the planes.) 

Two quadrics meeting in a twisted quadri- 
lateral. 

One quadric becomes two tangent planes 
of the other. 

Two quadrics touching along a generator 
and having in common two generators 
of the other system. 

Two quadrics touching along two inter- 
secting generators. 

Two planes with a third plane taken twice 
together with two points and a third point 
taken twice. 

(The complex is the locus of lines which 
meet corresponding lines of two projective 
pencils in which the plane of one pencil 
passes through the centre of the other.) 

As in [(11)(11)2]. 

Tetrahedron. 

A quadric taken twice (the complex is the 
locus of lines meeting paired lines of a 
regulus in involution [2]). 

As in the last case. (The involution has two 
pairs of coincident double elements.) 

As above. (The involution has two coinci- 
dent double elements.) 

As above. (The involution has all its 
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.CHAPTER XII. 

Annexion - of i ixk geometry with sphere geometry. 

4. 

| ?15. The fact that a line and a sphere in space of three 

| jj riS nsions hnve the same number of coordinates suggests the 

' e»at ince °f a connexion between the geometry of the line and 

tr»d °f ^e sphere. Such a connexion was discovered by Lie*, 



J |is discussed in the present chapter. 

in 

thi 



,r ^he equation »>f any sphere in Cartesian coordinates is 
- 2o* - 2/3y ~2yz + a? + tf + z* + C = 0, 
, C-tf + ^ + y-J? (i), 



* s*% thi* rsw lius of the sphere. 

The quant il ies a, /3, 7, C regarded as its coordinates, determine 
the sphere, and if a fifth coordinate R be employed, the equation 
(i) holds bet wpp n *liese five coordinates. 

The last *  : u . may be written 

:■' -= (a + 0i)(a-&)-(R + y)(Il-v) (ii), 

by comparis<>r> ith the equation which holds for the five co- 
ordinates r, * p rr, t} of any line (Art. 2), which is 

r) = ra — sp (iii): 

the last two ma: ions become identical if we assume 

''«-* <* + # = «, R + y = r) 

a-fii-p 9 i2- 7 = <rj { >' 

A corresp ne< is thus established between the lines and 
spheres of sp-^v •;¥ three dimensions. It will be convenient for 1 

clearness to unp<xs> the lines and spheres connected in this , 

manner uj belong n» two separate spaces A and S, though each 
space is, of cours", identical with ordinary space of three dimen- 
sions. 

* See his celebrated m^moi^ «» Ueber Complexe, insbesondere Linien- und Kugel- 
Oomplexe mit An*endung a* die Theorie partieller Differential-Gleichmigen," 
Math. Ann. v. 
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It should be observed that if the line of equations (iv) is real, then o 
the coordinates of the centre of the correspond >ng sphere is imaginary, 
the line is such that r+<r is a positive quantiiy we obtain a positive v< 
for R, if r+<r is negative, a negative value for R ; such a geometrical form 
still be termed a sphere. 

It is clear that if the line r, s f p, <r is fcdven, the correspondiv 
sphere of X is uniquely determined by equations (iv), but if 
sphere is given, i.e. if a, /3, 7, and C are given, the equation 
gives two values for R t viz. '» 

± Va 9 + p 1 + 7 s - C, 

and we therefore obtain two lines ; to a point of 2, i.e. to a sp] 
of zero radius, one line corresponds in A, which from (iv) is seerl 
belong to the complex r + <r = 0. 

216. Intersection of lines corresponds to contact 
spheres. The equation (iii) is the form taken by the fu 
mental relation for the special coordinates r, s ti p, <r t rj: 
result of the " polar process " equated to zero, i.e\ a> (x \ x 
expresses, (Art. 8), the coudition of intersection of the \\ 
and or! ; with the coordinates r, *, p, <r, rj the result of the 
process applied to equation (iii) gives 

y + rj[ + sp + sp — r'<r — r<r' = (v) 

and is therefore the condition of intersection of (the lines r >..*;, 
r' ... if. Now the condition of contact of the two corresponding 
spheres of 2 is 

(a-a')» + (^-/8') 2 + (7-7 / ) 2 = (^-^)', 
i.e. C + C - 2aa' - 2/9/9' - 277' + 2RR = 0, • 

and is the result of the application of the polar process to 
equation (i). > 

: > The last equation may be written 

+ (i^ + 7)(^ , -7 / ) + (^ + 7)(^-7) = 0> 
and by aid of equations (iv) is seen to be identical with (v). 
Hence, if two lines intersect, ike corresponding spheres touch. 
The two lines (r' t s', p\ a), (- </, s , p\ - r'), which give the 
same values for the coordinates a, /9, 7, C of th$ corresponding 
sphere in A, are polar lines for the ccmplex r+ar = 0] since 
any line (r, s y p, a) of this complex which meets the first line 
satisfies the conditiou ) 




\- 
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and this is also the condition that (r, s, p, cr) should meet 
(— <r', s\ p\ — r ), since r + a = 0. 

It is now seen that, by aid of equations (iv), a connexion 
between the spaces A and 2 is established, whose nature is 
i expressed in the following table: 

\ Space A I Space Z 



Iv 



I 



one sphere, 
one sphere, 

two spheres which touch, 

a point, 

a sphere through a given point. 



> 

j # any line, 

1 two lines polar with regard to the 

" * complex r+<r=0, 

two intersecting lines, 

a line of the complex r+cr=0, 

a line meeting a given line of this 

** complex. 

217. Points of A correspond to minimal lines of 2. 

If (xyz) is any given point P of A, the coordinates of the lines 
through P of the complex r + a- = 0, satisfy the equations 

x = rz + p, 

y = 8Z — r. 

Hence the coordinates (a, fi 9 7) of the points of 2 which 
correspond to these lines satisfy the equations 



x = yz + a - fit ) , .. 

; ^., > (vi). 



These points, therefore, lie in a line of 2 which meets the 
sphere-circle of 2, i.e. a " minimal n line. We are thus led back 
to the equations of Art. 101. To a point P of A corresponds a 
minimal line q in 2, and to the lines of r + <r = through P 
correspond the points of q. 

Since any line through P meets all the lines of r + <r = 
which pass through P, to the sheaf of lines through P in A 
correspond 00 * spheres of 2 of which each contains all the poi us 
of this minimal line q. To any one line p through P corresponds 
a sphere which passes through q. Through each point 01 p there 
pass x 1 lines of r + a = 0, to which correspond points of a minimal 
line of this sphere. Thus to the points of a line p of A correspond 
one set of minimal lines of a sphere ; the other set of minimal 
lines will correspond to the points of p' the polar line of p for 
r + a = 0. 

If in the equation of any linear complex of lines the substi- 
tution (iv) be effected, we obtain a sphere complex of the form 

aa + b@ + cy + dR+ <7+/=0. 
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..r iv* » -^ 



r- 



But the condition that any sphere (afiyC) should intersect a 
given sphere {affyC) at a constant angle </> is of the same 
form, viz. 

(7+ o* _ 2aa - 2fl8' - 277' + 2flfl' cos </> - ; 

hence, 6A* spheres of a linear sphere-complex intersect a fixed 
sphere at a constant angle. 

Again, since all the lines which belong to two given linear 
complexes intersect two given lines, it follows that the spheres 
which belong to two linear sphere complexes touch two fixed 
spheres. To the table of correspondence, lately given must there- 
fore be added the following : 



Space A 



Spaoe 2 



any point, 

a point and a line of r+<r=0 
through it, 

the points of a given line p> 

the points of/?' the polar of p, 

a linear line complex, 



a linear line congruence, 



a regulus. 



a minimal line, 
a minimal line and a point on it, 

one set of minimal lines of a given 
sphere, 

the other set of minimal lines of the 
sphere, 

a sphere complex, composed of spheres 

intersecting a given sphere at a 

constant angle, 

the spheres touching two given 
spheres, 

the spheres touching three given 
spheres. 



218. Surfkce Element. The association with any point, of 
an indefinitely small area containing the point, gives rise to the 
idea of a "surface element"; with each point of space are connected 
00 9 surface elements, and in space there are 00 8 surface elements. 
With any surface are connected 00 a surface elements, the plane of 
each surface element being a tangent j . ^ of the surface. If 
with each point P of any given suit > • ^ associate in some 
definite way a plane ir through 7 1 ;.i» f . the lines p of the 
pencil (P, 7r) take the polar lines /.' «-,.-■. jgard to a given linear 
complex C, the lines p form p. pot J v. ••ose plane ir' and centre 
jF are respectively the polar maw-. J' /■*, and the pole of ir t for C. 

If now 7r is the tanger.t iilj.i.t* m S at P, then, by Art. 44, the 
locus of P' is the polar re rue ^ < «. S, and the tangent plane to S' 
at P 7 is 7r'. 
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219. Corresponding surfaces in A and 2. In each pencil 
of tangent lines of S there is one line which belongs to the complex 
(7, or r + a = ; thus to each point of 8 one line of C is assigned, 
and thereby one point Q is determined in 2. Through each point 
of 8 there passes one complex curve k of C, and on 8 there are oo x 
such curves k. To a point P of such a curve k and its tangent 
at P, correspond a minimal line q and a point Q on q. Thus to the 
locus of tangents and points of k correspond a minimal curve the 
locus of Q, and its tangents; to S, the locus of the curves k, 
corresponds therefore a surface T formed by oo * minimal curves. 

Again consider the surface S' which is the polar of S with regard 
to C, the line PP' touches at P' one of oo l complex curves k' of C on 
S' t to these curves k' correspond the other set of oq l minimal curves 
on T. If p is any tangent line at P to S, and p' its polar line, 
which therefore touches S' at P', to p and p' will correspond the 
same sphere in 2; this sphere contains the minimal lines cor- 
responding to P and P 7 , and these lines meet in the point Q 
which corresponds to the line PP f of C ; hence this sphere touches 
T at Q. To the pencil of tangent lines to S at P (or to S' at P / ) 
correspond the oo l spheres which touch T at Q. Thus each surface 
element of S determines one surface element of T. 

The connexion between surface elements of S t S' and T admits of simple 
analytical expression. For the polar plane of (xyz\ or P, in the complex 
r+cr«0, is 

where (£*;£) are current coordinates. 

Since this is the tangent plane to S' at P\ if the surface element of P' he 

where the quantities -l>m\ ri are proportional to the direction cosines of the 
normal at F y it is clear that 

m'=z> 7i'=-y, 

and, from the symmetry of the relation between S and S\ 

m=z', 7i= -y, 
while since the polar plane of P passes through P 

af=x — nz — my ; 
thus the surface element at F is determined. 

To determine the surface element of T at Q, we observe that the 
coordinates a, ft y of Q satisfy the equations (vi), also y=r, where r is a 
coordinate of the line PP\ hence 



'— r» — , « * — (vu). 

z-z z-m x 7 



I 
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Again since the direction cosines of the two minimal lines through Q are 
from (vi) proportional to \-z\ -i (1+**), 2z; 1-z* -i(\+z*), 2/, respec- 
tively, the direction cosines of a line perpendicular to their plane are 
proportional to 1 —af, - i (zal + 1), z+af, hence if the surface element of T at Q 
is (a, 0, y ; - 1, m^ nj we obtain 

t'Cu' + l) _ *+** 

*"* \=zT* "t—zT^i' 

i(zm+\) z+m , ... x 

1 — zm zm — 1 

The equations (vi), (vii), (viii) completely determine the surface element at Q. 

220. Principal tangents and principal spheres. It has 

been seen that to a tangent line p of S at P there corresponds a 
sphere touching T at Q, is. having with T a common surface 
element at Q ; if the tangent to S is a principal tangent, i.e. if a 
consecutive surface element of S passes through p, the corre- 
sponding sphere must have in common with T a consecutive 
surface element, i.e. it touches T at a consecutive point as well 
as at P, and is therefore a principal sphere at P; hence, to a 
principal tangent curve on S corresponds a line of curvature on T. 

If S is a ruled surface, any one of its generators p has 00 l 
surface elements in common with S, thus T is touched along 
a line of curvature by the sphere corresponding to p. This line of 
curvature k is a circle ; for let Q be a point on k f and Q' a 
consecutive point on the second line of curvature through Q, 
through Q there passes a consecutive line of curvature k\ and the 
tangent plane at Q' passes through Q; it follows that Q and Q' 
are equidistant from the centre of the sphere which touches 
T along A/, therefore k lies upon this consecutive sphere, and the 
two consecutive spheres intersect in k t which is therefore a circle : 
T is the envelope of x l spheres. 

To a ruled surface, therefore, corresponds a surface which 
is the envelope of 00 l spheres and of which one set of lines of 
curvature are circles. 

To a quadric corresponds a surface whir' is the envelope 

of two sets of 00 x spheres, and of which a 1 ' r •. of curvature 

are circles, is. a Dupins Cyclide ; each 1 jne set touches 
each sphere of the other set. 

221. Pentaspherical Coord? i, it e*> ! he analogy between 

line geometry and point geomet* v > >i n y 'laspherical coordinates 

will now be investigated*. 

* For full discussion of pent* »■• --.• dinates see Darboux, La TMorie 
gtn&rale dts turfacet, pram. pn» t\ 



ti 
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The equation of any sphere may be written in the form 
2our + zpy + 2t& + ^— ~ + 1€ ^~s = 0. 

We find for the coordinates x , y , z of the centre, the following 

expressions 

— ctR — /3R — yR 

^ A' • 1 * ■flVW£» + 7 J + 8 a +€* T , ., k . 
the radius p is equal to - * — ? . If the sphere is 

not a point we may take a 1 + j8 2 + 7 , + S 8 -»-€ 2 = l, and then 

R 

p = k — .- . Taking a second sphere (Vyo'Vp') we easily find that 

" (8 + i€) (8' + iV) 

and hence that the spheres are orthogonal if 

oa' + £# + 77' + &$' + ee' = 0. 
Now consider five mutually orthogonal spheres 

S x = 0, ..., S s = 0, 
of radii /> lf ...,p B ; the equation of any one of them is 

2a*a? + 2&y + 2y k z + 5* *— ^ 

. a? + v s + z* + iP 

+ » € * 7 -° (*>. 

where we have by hypothesis 

«* 9 + /s*« + 7* , + ^ a +^ 2 = i; 

and (**«* + &£* + 7*7* + $*$* + €*€* = j 

these two groups of equations are those of linear orthogonal 
substitutions in five variables and we infer therefore that 

fltf + fltf + ctf + etf + fltf-l, I 

«!& + « 2 & + «,& + <*4& + <*•& - 0, &c.J (C) ' 

Now if Sjt is the "power" of any point in reference to the 

sphere S* = 0, — is the first member of (a) ; denoting it by x k we 

P* 

see from (c) that 



■(b); 
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The quantities x k are called the pentasphericcd coordinates 
of the point with reference to the given five mutually orthogonal 
spheres, and the fundamental relation between them has been shown 
to be 2#*' = 0. 

The following results proceed from this definition of the 
quantities x k \ 

(i) Any linear equation in x t as %a k x k = 0, represents a sphere. 

(ii) Two spheres Xa k x k = 0, 2>a' k x k = 0, are orthogonal if 

5 

%a k a' k = ; for *£a k x k = 2x2.a k a k + 2y1a k /3 k + 2zza k y k 
i 

+ *—^ 2a 4 S|. + 1 *— g Xa k e kt 

and this sphere is orthogonal to ^a' k x k = if 

2a k a k 2.a' k a k + = 0; 

i.e., by (6), if 2.a k a' k = 0. 

(iii) The radius of ^a k x k = is seen to be 

R </Za k * VSa^ 

Xa k 8 k + &a k € k ~ a k 

If therefore 1a k * = we have a point, if 2 — = a plane ; in 

the former case the quantities a k are the pentaspherical coordinates 
of this point (x't/z*), and 

ta k x k = a [x — x'* -f y — y s + z — z % \. 

(iv) If ,x k and x* k are any two points, the condition *2x k x' k = 
states that each of the points lies on the sphere whose centre 
is the other point and which has zero radius*; this may be 
expressed by saying that each point lies upon the null-sphere 
of the other. 

(v) If 1a k x k = is any sphere and x k any point, the 
coordinates of its inverse point with regard to this sphere are 
x' k where 

ax k = Xj^La^ — 2a k Za k x k ; 

for if P and F are inverse points with reference to any sphere, 
and Q is any point on the sphere, we have 



PQ» - mFQ\ 
where m is a constant. 

* This does not involve the coincidence of the points. 



221] 
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Hence each point Q of the given sphere which lies on the 
null-sphere of P will also lie on the null-sphere of P* ; so that if 
P is x k and P is a*', then any point £ k which satisfies the equation 
2a*& = and either of the equations 2£*#* =* 0, 2f k x k — 0, will 
satisfy the other ; hence 

<rx k '=*/cx k + \a k , (& = 1> >5); 

from which, by squaring each side and adding, the result follows. 

The connexions between line geometry and point geometry 
with pentaspherical coordinates, derived from these results, are 
set forth in the following Table. 



Line Geometry 



Point Geometry with pentaspherical 
coordinates 



Six fundamental complexes, in 
mutual involution, 4^—0, ..., # 6 =0. 

Fundamental relation between 



6 



coordinates of a line, 2x k % =0. 



6 



Linear Complex 2 a k x k =0. 

i 

6 

Special Complex, if 2a**=0. 

i 

Two linear complexes (aff)=0, 

(a'x)=0 are in Involution if 

6 

"ZOL k OL k =0. 

1 

Two lines x ky x k ' intersect if 

6 

%X k X k =0. 

i 
Two lines x k , x k ' are polar with 
regard to a linear complex 2a k x k =0 
if Xt^Xajt+fiXky ... (k=l y ... 6). 



Five spheres mutually orthogonal, 
Fundamental relation between co- 

6 

ordinates of a point, 2^ 2 =0. 

l 

6 

Sphere 2a k x k =0. 
i 

6 

Point Sphere, if 2a k *=*0. 

i 

Two spheres are orthogonal if 

6 

Sa^t =0. 
l 

Each of two points is on the null- 

6 

sphere of the other if 2 £*#*'=(). 

i 

Two points are inverse with re- 
gard to the sphere 2a k x k —0 if 

#fc=Xa*+/i#jfc', ... (A=l, ... 5). 



At any point X{ of the surface f(x l . . . x t ) = there are oo * 
tangent spheres, whose equation is 



l(g + ^) y , = o. 



This is shown just as in the case* of the tangent linear 
complexes of f(x l ...x 6 )=^0. The similarity in form of the 
equations of the oo l tangent spheres at the point cc { and the oo 1 
tangent linear complexes of the line x i} suggests one of the most 
important connexions of line- and sphere-geometry. For as has 

j. 16 
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been seen (Arts. 74, 76, 115), when a tangent linear complex is 
special its directrix touches the singular surface ; when it is special 
and bitangent (Art. 131), its directrix is a double tangent of the 

6 

singular surface; while, for the quadratic complex S X,-^ = 0, 

i 
these bitangents form the six congruences (Art. 83) 

y*= ' 2 r^ -°' (*+ l ')« (*'=i— 6). 

k A* — ** 

But a special linear complex corresponds to a point-sphere, 
and the centre of a point-sphere which is bitangent to a surface 
is a focus*, hence, to a double tangent of the singular surface of a 
complex there corresponds a focus of a surface, 

5 

The five focal curves of the surface 2\fO^« are thus seen 

i 

to be given by the equations 

yt-0, 2 x ^=o, (ft + 0; 

if to i the values 1, ... 5 are successively attributed. 

As in the case of the congruences of bitangents of the singular 

6 

surface of 2X^ = 0, these curves are not affected by the 

i 

substitution of . - - for X<; i.e. the oo l surfaces 

\i + /i 

1 Xi + fA 

are confocal. 

Hence we have the result that confocal cyclides correspond 
to cosingular quadratic complexes. 

For the purpose of comparison we place side by side corre- 
sponding characteristics of cosingular complexes and confocal 
cyclides. 



oo 1 cosingular complexes, 

a bitangent of the singular surface, 

six bitangent congruences of the 
singular surface, 

four complexes of the system through 
any line /, • 

the four tangent linear complexes of I 
with regard to these complexes 
are mutually in involution. 



oo l confocal cyclides, 

a focus of the cyclides, 

five focal curves, 



three cyclides of the system through 
any point P, 

the three tangent spheres at P of these 
surfaces are mutually orthogonal, 
i.e., confocal cyclides cut at right 
angles. 

* Salmon, Qeom. of three dimension*, Third edition, p. 10S. 
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5 

The quantities a* in the equation of a sphere 20^ = 0, 

i 
completely define the sphere: we may introduce a sixth co- 
ys m m 6 

ordinate a e , where ia 6 = \/'2a?, in which, case 2a^ = 0. The 

V i i 

condition of (internal) contact of the spheres 

(a?o, yo, *o; p) and (<r ', y ', z '; p) 

being (x - x o y + (y - y 'Y + (* - s 7 - p» - p'» + 2pp' - 0, 
is seen from the preceding to be 

2a i a i / -2a i a 2a < ,a = 0, 
i 11 

6 

i.e. 2oiOi' = 0. 

i 

A complete correspondence is therefore now established between 
the geometry of the line in Klein coordinates and that of the 
sphere in the coordinates a*; in fact we have returned to the 
sphere-geometry of Lie which has been discussed in the preceding 
Articles of the present chapter, in which the intersection of lines 
corresponds to the contact of spheres. 



16—2 



CHAPTER XIII. 

CONNEXION OF LINE GEOMETRY WITH HYPERGEOMETRY. 

222. For five variable quantities X x ... X 6i there are oo 4 sets 
of values of their ratios : each such set of values may, from the 
analogy of space of three dimensions, be said to define a " point," 
and the totality of such points to constitute a " space " S 4 of four 
dimensions, which thus contains oo * points. If A and B are any 
two points of S 4 the locus of the oo l points Ai + \Bi will be called 
a line of 8 4 . 

5 

Any linear equation of the form 2ai.Xi=0 singles out 00 s 

1 

points from S 4 , which will then form a space of three dimensions; 
the locus of these x 8 points will be called a hyperplane ; there are 
clearly 00 4 hyperplanes in S 4 . Any line which does not lie in a 
given hyperplane will obviously meet it in one point only ; if two 
points of a line lie in a hyperplane the line will lie altogether in 
that hyperplane. 

Two hyperplanes intersect in a plane ; for any line in one of 
them meets the other in one point; a plane in S 4 is therefore 
defined by two linear equations in the quantities X ; there are 00 • 
planes in & 4 . 

Three hyperplanes which have not a plane in common, intersect 
in one line, thus a line is determined by three linear equations; 
there are 00 a lines in S 4 . 

Four hyperplanes have in general one point in common, i.e. 
any two planes of S 4 meet in one point. 

Three points not in the same line define a plane of S 4i and 
four points not in the same plane determine a hyperplane ; hence 
two lines which do not intersect determine a hyperplane. 

A line p in one hyperplane will not in general meet a plane a 
in another hyperplane ; hence through any line p there pass 00 s 
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planes obtained by constructing the planes which pass through p 
and the points of a. 

223. Equations connecting lines of A and points of S 4 *. 

Any six linear complexes ^ = 0, ...,# 6 = being taken as those 
of reference, and a> = 1aij c x i x k = being the fundamental relation, 
then, since 

- ft (a) = Ana? + ... + 2A r8 Ora 8 + ..., 

- ft (a\b) = AiaA + • . • + A r8 (Orb 8 + a 8 b r ) + ..., 

it follows, that if any one of the complexes, say x { = 0, is special, 
An = 0, and if a% = 0, x k = are in involution, A& = 0. 

If now x x = 0, a^ = 0, x z = 0, x K = are any four linear complexes 
in mutual involution, and # B = 0, a? 6 = the two special complexes 
whose directrices are the two lines common to the first four 
complexes, then 

- ft (a) = Ana? + -4 a a, s + -^a* 2 + A u a 4 * + 24 M a B a 6 ; 

all the other coefficients A being zero in this case. 

Now since the A& are the first minors of the discriminant 
of 2dijfc#jtfjfc, the 0^ are proportional to the first minors of the 
discriminant of ft (a), and therefore in the present case, 



«ifc 



_ P . 



and the fundamental relation assumes the form 



^j-ii -A« xLst wo. 



K 



* 2# B ff„ 

44 



3 , <*4 , ^^G^d __ rv 



-"86 



But we may take 

A u = A<n~ A n 



^.-=^-1, 



in which case the fundamental relation becomes 

X* + X? + X s * + #4* — tfj x 9 = 0. 

If we now write 

/>.a? 1 = Z 1 Z B , p.x t = X 6 * t x 



/>.#s = X a X B , 

/>.#,= X t Xto 
p.x A *= X 4 X B , 



p . # 6 = 2 JEi 2 
i 



(i), 



* The theory here given is due to Klein, see "Ueber Liniengeometrie and 
metrische Geometric," Math. Ann. v. 
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a (1, 1) correspondence is established between the lines of the 
three dimensional space A and the points X of S 4 . Exceptional 
elements, however, occur in this correspondence ; for denoting by 
8 the directrix of the special complex x 6t if # 8 =0 then is also 
X 8 =0, and therefore one solution is ^ = ^2 = ^ = ^4 = 0, which 
gives 8; so that s corresponds to any point of the hyperplane 

X 8 =0. If, however, in addition to X 5 =0 we have 2X<* = 0, 

then must p = 0, and the lines corresponding to a given point X 
whose coordinates satisfy the last two equations, are determined by 

x± x* a^ x 4 „ 

ZY — T" — Y * 8 — » " '' 

1 J±2 -A j A. 4 

4 

The locus -3^5 = 0, 2Xi* = is a quadric surface contained in 

1 

the hyperplane X 5 — 0, it will be denoted by <I> ; thus to any point 
X of <I> the x l lines given by equation (ii) correspond ; these lines 
are those of a pencil which includes 8 ; for they are determined 
by the equations 

*i = pX,, (i = l, 2, 3, 4), 

hence if a is any line, the equation 2a? % - ^— = gives one value 

1 OOi 

x 
for *, i.e., one of these lines meets any given line. 

r 

Hence the lines determined by (ii) pass through a point 
P of 8 and lie in a plane ir through s ; all the lines of such a 
pencil correspond to the same point of 4>. To the x 8 lines of 
the complex x t = there correspond the x * points of <I>. 

If two lines x, of, corresponding to different points X, X' of 4>, 

4 4 

intersect, 2#iff/ = 0; hence it follows from (ii) that 2X i X/ = > 
1 1 

4 4 

which, together with the equations 2-X7 = 0, 2Z< / * = 0, shows 

1 1 

that each point of the line X { + \Xi lies on 4>, XX' is therefore a 
generator of <t> : hence it follows, firstly, to each of the x l pencils 
through * of centre P corresponds a point on a generator a x of 4> ; 
secondly, to each of the x * pencils through s whose plane is ir 
corresponds a point on a generator a % of <I>. Now these two 
sets of pencils have one pencil in common, viz. (P, ir) ; hence <r x 
and a 2 intersect each other and therefore belong to different systems. 
Thus with each point of s is associated one generator a, of 4>, and 
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with each plane through 8 is associated one generator a 2 \ so that 
with each pencil containing s is associated one point of <S>. 

The nature of the correspondence expressed by equations 
(i) is therefore the following: 



Space A 


Space S A 


any line, 


a point, 


exceptionally the line «, 


any point of Z 6 =0, 


the lines of a pencil whose centre and 
plane are united to «, 


one point on *, 


a linear complex through *, 


a hyperplane, 


a linear congruence through «, 


a plane, 


a regulus through «. 


a line. 



224. Correlation of Schumacher*. The foregoing corre- 
spondence may be obtained as a special case of a more general 
(1, 1) correspondence between the lines of A and the points of 8 4 . 
Having given two lines p x and p 2 of S A which do not intersect, 
we can establish a (1, 1) correspondence between the oo a planes 
of 8 4 which pass through p x and the points of any plane o^ in A, 
and similarly a (1, 1) correspondence between the oo 2 planes of S A 
through p t and the points of any plane a* in A ; provided that 
A is not the hyperplane 2 determined by p x and jog. Any point 
P of S 4 determines one plane through p x and one plane through 
p Q , and hence one point Q l in a x and one point Q, in a*, thus P 
corresponds to the line Q X Q Q ; conversely, Q X Q Q determines a point 
in a x and a point in a*, and hence two planes through pi and p* 
respectively, and therefore one point P in S 4 . 

The oo * planes through p x are 

X, = \X B , X Q = fiX 6 (i), 

where X t = is the hyperplane containing p x and p„ and X x = 0, 
X 2 = are any two hyperplanes through p x . 

In the colli neat ion of the planes through p x and the points of 
a l9 a plane given by (i) corresponds to the point Q a , or Xi, of a!, 
where 

/c.Xi = Ci + \Bi + fiAi (ii), 

provided that the point C is the correlative of the plane (X x , X 9 ), 
the point B of {X 5 , X 9 ), and the point A of (X 6 , X x ). 



« <( 



Classification der algebraiachen Strahlensysteme," Math. Ann. 37. 
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Any hyperplane through p x will have an equation of the form 

aX^fiXt + yX^O (iii); 

and on substitution in the last equation from (i) we obtain 

a\ + £/A + 7 = 0. 

This equation connects the quantities X, fi of the planes 
through jth in the hyperplane (iii). It shows that the locus of the 
points Q ly corresponding to these oo * planes, is a line of a x ; hence, 
each hyperplane through p Y determines a line of a x , a/nd vice versd. 

In the general case the hyperplane X t will not correspond to 8 
(the line of intersection of a x and a*). 

Similarly the oo a planes through p 2 are 

X, = />X B , X A = aX 6 (iv), 

where X z = 0, X A = are any two hyperplanes through p* ; and the 
point Q„ or y<, which corresponds to this plane is given by the 
equations 

T.y i = C/ + />5/ + <r4/ (v), 

where C is the correlative of (X 8 , X 4 ), & of (X 6J X«), A' of (X t , X s ). 
If p is the line QiQ 9 » it follows from (ii) and (v) that 

v . pa - (cc')* + p (cb% + a (ca% + X (be')* + fi (ac')a + \p (66')* 

+ fie (aa')ik + X<r (ba')& + fip (aft')** (vi), 

where (cc)* is a Pliicker coordinate of the line (7(7, &c. 

If we now assume the collineation between the planes through 
Px and the points of a t to be such that the line 8 corresponds to 
Xi = 0, both A and B will lie on 8. Similarly if also in the second 
collineation the line s corresponds to ^ 8 = 0, the points A' and & 
will lie on 8. The quantities (66')^, (aa)*, (ba')&, (ab')* are now 
coordinates of the same line s ; hence taking 8 as one edge of the 
tetrahedron of reference in A, the four quadratic terms disappear 
from five of the equations (vi). 

5 

Finally, if 2„ or 2a{Xj»0, is any hyperplane whatever and 

i 

if we substitute in its equation for the Xi by means of (i) and (iv), 
we obtain the equation 

a 1 \ + a 2 /i, + a t p + a A a + a 5 = (vii), 

connecting the quantities X, /*, p, a. 

Now eliminating the latter quantities between (vii) and the 
previous five equations of (vi), we obtain a linear complex, which 
passes through 8, and whose lines correspond to the points of 2 g . 
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Hence, if the line corresponding to X 6 = is for both collinea- 
tions the line s, to the points of any hyperplane will correspond 
the lines of a linear complex through s. 

We observe from equations (vi) that, in the general case, to a 
linear complex of QiQ Q corresponds a locus of points in S* of the 
second degree. 

It was seen that to the points of any given line in a x there 
correspond the planes through^ in a given hyperplane; thus to the 
lines which intersect any two given lines of a x and a, respectively, 
correspond the points of a plane in S 4 which meets p x and p 9 ; in 
particular, to the lines of a plane system in A correspond the 
points of such a plane in S A . 

When the collineations satisfy the condition that to s the 
hyperplane (p ly p % ) corresponds in each of them, the equations 
of Art. 223 may be regained by taking as coordinate complexes 
in A the special complex x t = whose directrix is 8, four complexes 
#! =s 0, Oj = 0, #3 = 0, x 4 = 0, in mutual involution to each of which 
s belongs, and the special complex x 6 =0 whose directrix is the 
second line common to x x = 0, x % = 0, x s = 0, x A = 0. For let the 
hyperplanes which correspond respectively to the four complexes 
in involution be X x = 0, X 2 = 0, X t = 0, X 4 = 0, and let X t = be 
the hyperplane which corresponds to s, then we have from (vi) 

Xi = aX ly #j = <rX 2t x t = aX Si x A = o-X 4t x 9 = <rX^ 

while x 6 is a quadratic function of X x ... JT B ; but since 

a) (x) = x^ + xf + x£ + a? 4 2 — x 5 x 9 

it follows that x< = (X? + Z 8 a + X s « + Z 4 S ) ^- , 

and writing <r = pX 6 , we obtain the original equations. 

225. Correlatives of the lines of any plane system and 
sheaf of A. When co(x) has the above form, the Invariant 
— SI (a) of any complex 20^ = is a^ + a? + a£ + a? — \aiai\ 

4 

if the complex is special and contains s, then a 6 = 0, 20^ = 0, and 

i 

the coordinates of its directrix are (c^, a,, a*, a 4 , 0, — 2a 8 ); to the 
lines of this special complex correspond the points of the hyperplane 

5 

J.OiXi = 0. 
i 

This hyperplane ' touches ' * at the point (oj, Oj, a 3 , a 4 , 0), since it passes 
through this point and every point on * consecutive to it ; the hyperplane 
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therefore contains the generators o-j, <r 2 of * through the point If a b vary, 
the directrix describes a pencil (P, rr) containing * (Art 223), where P is the 
point corresponding to <r x and rr the plane corresponding to tr % . 

5 

If 2,biXi = is another special complex which contains s, and 
i 

of which the directrix is either concurrent with s and the directrix 

5 

of XdiXi = 0, or coplanar with them, then 
i 

2 a* =±2^ = 2^ = (i). 

11 i 

Hence to the lines of the plane system, or of the sheaf, 
determined by 

5 5 

20^ = 26^=0, 
i i 

correspond the points of the plane 

5 5 

XdiXi = ZbiXi = : 
i i 

this plane passes through the line 

(a 1 + \b 1> a 2 + X6 a , Os + \6 8l a 4 + \6 4> 0) 

of S 4i which from (i) is seen to be a generator of <t>. 

Hence to the lines of a plane system correspond the points of a 
plane through a generator <r x of <&, to the lines of a sheaf correspond 
the points of a plane through a generator <r % of <I>. 

If the centre of any sheaf is P, and the plane ir of any plane 
system meets s in P 7 , then the line PP* of the sheaf and the 
intersection of ir with the plane (s, PP') correspond to the same 
point of 4> (Art. 223); hence the generators a x and <r a have one 
point in common and therefore belong to different systems. 

To sheaves whose centres lie in the same plane n through s correspond 
planes through the same generator o- 8 , to plane systems whose planes pass 
through the same point P of s correspond planes through the same generator 

If a and b are any two intersecting lines, to the lines of the 
pencil a t - + \6 t - correspond the points of a line Ai + \Bi, and since 
any pencil in A contains one line which meets s, the correspo 
line will meet 4>, i.e. f to the lines of a pencil in A correspond 
points of a line which meets 4> ; to the x a pencils which contain the 
line (a lt a^, a 3 , a 4 , 0, — 2a 5 ) correspond the oo 2 lines through the 

point (a li Oj, a 8 , a 4f 0) in the hyperplane Xa+Xi^O. 

i 



rid the ^***H 
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226. Metrical Geometry. The locus of points in S 4 of which 
the equation is Xf 4- Xf 4- Xf 4- X A 2 = 0, and which corresponds to 
the lines of a? 6 = 0, forms a three-dimensional space which is met 
by any line of 8 4 in two points ; such a space is therefore denoted 
by S 9 *. The points common to S 8 a and any hyperplane 2 8 form a 
two-dimensional space which is met by any line of 2, in two 
points and is therefore a quadric in 2,. In geometry of three 
dimensions the properties connected with the sphere-circle and 
the plane at infinity are called metrical, and a quadric through 
the intersection of a? 4- y* 4- z* = 0, and the plane at infinity is a 
sphere; by analogy, in four-dimensional space, the three-dimensional 
quadric spaces through the intersection of S z 2 and X t — t i.e. 
which contain 4>, may be termed * hyperspheres.' 

6 

To a linear complex 2aiff< = corresponds therefore the 

i 

hypersphere 

Z 8 2o i Z i 4-a e 2Z i a = 0. 
i i 

In the equations of connexion of A and S 4 we may, to complete 
the analogy, take X b as being unity, we then have 

«Cfl *Tb •Cj *j \ fl>5 

The equation of a hypersphere is then 

4 4 

XdiXi 4- Ob 4- o« XX? = 0. 
1 1 

To complete the parallel with metrical geometry of three 

dimensions, the expression a/ 2 (Xi — 2T/)* will be called the 

'distance' between the points X and X\ and the equation of a 
hypersphere may be written 



i \ 2a,/ 



4 

Xaf — 4a c a fl 



4a« a 



If the quantity - be called the radius of this 

hypersphere, it follows that to a special linear complex corresponds 
a hypersphere of zero radius, or a null-kypersphere. 
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Two hyperspheres will be termed orthogonal if 

4 4 

£ ( ***. _ ^i_ V _ 1 4. J 

7V2a, 2a 6 7 4<tf + 4a,'* 

which reduces to 

4 

2a<a/ — 2a B a 6 ' — 2a» / a e = 0, 
i 

in which case the corresponding linear complexes are in Involution. 

To two intersecting lines x, x' correspond two points X, X' 
whose coordinates must satisfy the condition 

2XX i X{ - $X> - 2X/ a - 0, 
i 11 

i.e. t each of the points X f X' lies on the null-hypersphere whose 
centre is the other point. 

Inverse points in S 4 . The equation of any linear complex 
can be brought to the form x 9 — k?x 5 = 0, and to this complex 

4 

corresponds the hypersphere XX? = l£\ the points F, Y' may be 

i 

called ' inverse ' with regard to this hypersphere if F/ = - i — *. 

2F<* 

i 

4 4 

If any hypersphere 2a»Xi + a 5 + a 6 SXi s = pass through both 

i i 

Y and F', we have 

4 ft 

2aiYi + ai + Ot2Y{ = 0, 

i i 

XaiYi+av + a^Yi'^O', 

i i 

now the last equation may be written 

k*{oi Yi + a 6 X F<» + a 6 fc* = 0, 
i i 

which, from the first equation, requires that a 8 — i 2 a e = ; but this 
is the condition that the two hyperspheres should cut orthogonally; 
hence, any hypersphere passing through two points inverse with 
regard to another hypersphere cuts the latter orthogonally: conversely, 
if every hypersphere through two given points cuts a given 
hypersphere orthogonally, these points are inverse with regard 
to the given hypersphere. Since every linear complex through 
two lines p and p\ which are polar with regard to a complex C, 



X 
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is in involution with C (Art. 25), it follows that to two polar lines 
of a linear complex C correspond two points which are inverse with 
regard to the hypersphere which corresponds to C. 

To the lines of a linear congruence correspond the points of 
intersection of two hyperspheres, i.e. of a hyperplane and a 
hypersphere; to its directrices the two null-hyperspheres which 
pass through the intersection of the hyperspheres. To the lines 
of a regulus correspond the points common to three hyperspheres, 
i.e. the intersection of two hyperplanes and a hypersphere, or a 
conic. 

227. Automorphic transformations in A correspond 
to anallagmatic transformations of S 4 . Automorphic trans- 
formations in A are those for which <o(x) = co (#') ; they involve 
either a collineation or a reciprocity, in A, (Art. 40). 

It will now be shown that the corresponding transformations 
in S 4 are anallagmatic, i.e. change hyperspheres into hyperspheres. 

For any such transformation in A being 

#i = a 1 / # 1 / + + 0^X9, 

*.=/iV + +/eW; 

the connexion between the corresponding points X and X' is 
given by the equations 

a{X; + + a 8 , + a 6 / £x/» 

*'Xi' + +ei + eitX{* 

1 



<*,'*,' + + d B / + d 6 / 2X/ s 

Z4 'VZ 1 ' + + *' + *'2Jr,*' 

4 /,'*/ + +/;+/.' W 

SXf« \ — , 

1 *ixt+ + e;+az/ j 

1 

with, of course, equations of similar form having the accents only 
on the left. Thus in S 4 a hypersphere is changed into a hypersphere. 
All anallagmatic transformations are equivalent to one or a finite • 
number of combinations of the following kind* 

* See Koenigs, La G6om£trie r&gUe, p. 125. 
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(i) translations 
Xi = X x + h lt X 2 ' = X 9 + h it JE7 = X s + A,, X 4 ' = -3r 4 + A 4 ; 

(ii) similar transformations 
Xi = mX lf X 2 ' = rnXg, -XV = mX Zl XI = 771X4 j 

(iii) reflexions 
Xi = + Ii, Ij =* + X 2l X 8 = + X j, X 4 = ± X 4 ; 

(iv) inversions 

1 ■"2Z» , 2 ""25 T ' '""EX 2 ' 4 ""2Z a# 

228. Principal Surfaces of A and Lines of Curvature 

of S 4 . The Principal Surfaces of a complex, (Art. 132), are 
chiefly of interest as being the analogues of the Lines of 
Curvature of a hypersurface. For, taking the hypersurface 
F (X u X it X St X Ai 1) = obtained from the line complex 
f{a\ ... x 9 ) = 0, to the tangent linear complexes of the latter there 
correspond the tangent hyperspheres of F = 0, viz. 

It was seen, (Art. 132), that for any line x of f there are three 
tangent linear complexes which touch / in x and also in three 
respective lines consecutive to a?; we have therefore in S 4 the 
result that for ea&h point of F there are three tangent hyper- 
spheres which also touch F in three respective consecutive points. 

From the analogy with three-dimensional space, these hyper- 
spheres are called Principal Spheres; and we infer that there 
are for each point P of a hypersurface three Principal Spheres, 
the lines joining P to the three consecutive points of contact 
P', P", P"' being called the Lines of Curvature of F at P. 

The three lines consecutive to x, just mentioned, are in an 
involutory position with regard to each other, (Art. 133); corre- 
spondingly, the lines PP } PP" t PP"' are mutually orthogonal*. 

As another instance of the analogy between A and £ 4 , the theorem 
of Art. 65 leads to the following result in # 4 : — of any six hyperplanes in # 4 , 
any four pass through one point, and by means of five of the hyperplanes we 
obtain five such points ; through each such set of five points one hypersphere 
passes, and hence six hyperspheres are obtained, corresponding to the six sets 
of five hyperplanes ; our theorem is then that these six hyperplanes have one 
common point. 

* For taking x 8 = 1, from the equation <a (dx'\<&')=0, (Art. 133), we derive 

i dX { ' dXi ,f =0 t Ac. 
1 
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229. Line Geometry is point geometry of an S 4 2 in 

an S . Any six quantities x l ... <r 6 may be regarded from 
another point of view as being point coordinates of a 'space' 
of five dimensions S a , and when they are coordinates of a line 
in A they satisfy cu(a?) = 0, i,e. they are coordinates of a point 
in a ' space ' of four dimensions contained in S 5 ; moreover under- 
standing by a 'line' of S 6 a locus of- points which satisfy four 
linear equations 

6 6 6 6 

£o<#i = 0, 2&tffi = 0, %CiXi = 0, 2d t a?i = 0, 
1111 

the space represented by a> (x) = is met by any line of S t in two 

points, and is therefore denoted by S 4 * ; thus line geometry may 

[ be regarded as point geometry of an S 4 * in S 6 . To a linear 

complex 2,O{Xi = 0, o>(a?) = 0, corresponds the intersection of a 
i 

hyperplane . of S s with Sf. The complex is special if ft (a) = 0, 
i.e. if the hyperplane touches the S 4 2 ; if two linear complexes are 
■^ in involution, the corresponding hyperplanes are conjugate with 
regard to the quadric S 4 *. 

230. Line Geometry in Klein coordinates is point 
geometry of S 4 with hexaspherical coordinates. If 

fc-0, ..., f 8 = 

are six complexes in mutual involution, then if 

n(6)-...-n(W, 

i 

6 

we know that 2 f * = 0. 

i 

Let fx h a^x^ + . . . 4- a 6 x 9 + a^x^, 

where xf + xf + xf + # 4 a — x 5 x 9 = 0, 



i 



i then ft (£) = of + Oa a + Oj a + a 4 * - 4a B o«, 

and to the complex f x = corresponds the hypersphere 



4 4 

2a i Z < + a i + o f 2Z^ = 0. 
i i 



It was seen, (Art. 226), that if r a is the radius of this 
hypersphere, 



r 2 = 

* 4a„* 



and to the six complexes fi=0 correspond six hyperspheres 
which are mutually orthogonal; hence, extending the word ' power' 
as used in geometry of three dimensions to the space 8 4i if P a is 
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the power of any point in S 4 with regard to the hyperaphere of 
radius r fl , 

and since Z&* = 0, it follows that 2 ( — ) = ; hence the quantities 

i i \r%' 

f t - are heauspherical coordinates of any point in S 4 with regard 
to six fundamental hyperspheres which are mutually orthogonal. 

231. Congruences of the mth order and nth class. 

A set of x 9 lines such that through every point there pass m 
lines and in every plane lie n lines, is said to form a congruence 
of order m and class n. The oo l lines of the congruence which 
meet any given line I form a ruled surface of degree m + n ; since 
if P is the point of intersection of any line V with l } and rr the 
plane (Z, l'\ the lines of the congruence which meet I and V are 
the m lines through P and the n lines in ir: any linear con- 
gruence contains m + n lines of the given congruence. 

In particular, to the congruence which is the intersection of 
two linear complexes each of which contains s, belong m + n lines 
of the given congruence; hence, applying the transformation of 
Art. 223, we see that in any plane of 8 4 there are m + n points 
corresponding to these lines. Again in a plane ir of A there are 
n lines of the congruence, and if this plane meets * in P there are 
m lines of the congruence through P ; to these m + n lines there 
correspond in S 4 m + n points in a plane €j of S 4 which passes 
through a generator a Y of <P (Art. 225); and m of these m + n 
points lie on a l9 (Art. 223). 

Similarly in any plane € 2 through a generator <r a there lie m + n 
points, corresponding to the lines of the congruence which belong 
to any sheaf of centre P and the plane system (P, s) ; of these 
points n lie in <r a . 

Thus in S 4 we have oo 2 points, corresponding to the lines of the 
congruence, and such that m + n of them lie in any plane of S A : 
these points therefore form a * surface* in S 4 which may be denoted 
by F m+n . 

Since any line meets a hyperplane in one point only unless it. 
is wholly contained in it, if any point of S 4 be joined to all the 
points of P m +», the joining lines will project these points into oo * 
points of any given hyperplane 2, which does not contain 0, to 
form a surface f m+n • the degree of this surface is m+n ; for, since 



•-• 




M] 



it 



/aerator* 

iane'J[i 
>»ug \ as 




are m + n points of JPU+n, the plane 

p of 2 contains m + n points of F m+n , 

m+n points of/ m+n lying on p ; i.e. p meets 

The surface / m+n will, in general, possess a 

curve, tor ^ny hyperplane through contains a curve of 

of F m + n > and this curve will have a certain number of 

■ent double points" which are projected into coincident 

'of Jm+n- Through will therefore pass a cone of chords 



exception occurs when F m+n 



is entirely contained in the same 
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I 



>2. Rank of a congruence. Any point on $ being 

as the centre of projection, then if (oj, Oj, a,, a 4 , 0) are the 

linates of 0, it was seen (Art. 225) that the hyperplane 

Sc^Xi»0 touches <P and corresponds to a special linear complex 

J^hose directrix d belongs to the pencil (P, ir) associated with 
(Art 223). To the points of any line through in this hyper- 
plane there correspond the lines of a pencil containing d. 

Denoting this tangent hyperplane by 2, we observe that 2 
meets the cone of chords of P m+n through in h chords, if A is 
the degree of the cone ; now 2 contains the two generators cr x 
and <r 9 of <P at 0, while <r x contains \m{m— 1) pairs of points of 
F m+nt and <r, contains £n(n — 1) pairs of points of F m+n \ the 
number of chords common to 2 and the cone, exclusive of c Y and 
<r a , is therefore 

h — \m (m — 1) — \n (n — 1) = r. 

This number r is called the " rank n of the congruence, and 
has the following meaning for the space A ; if P and ir are the 
point and plane of s which correspond to cr x and a 2t and d is 
the line of the pencil (P, ir) which is the directrix of the special 
complex which corresponds to X in A, then d lies in a pencil 
with two lines of the congruence r times. 

Since now with any given congruence the coordinate systems 
employed are quHo arbitrary, it is seen that in general two lines 
of the congruent •* lie in one pencil with any given line d a 
orfnite number • r" nes. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

CONGBUENCES OF LINES. 

/ 
233. Order and class of a congruence. A set of go* , 

lines, such that any two given conditions determine a definite » 
finite number of lines of the set, is said to constitute a congnAence. \ 
The locus of lines which belong to each of two complexes is* one i 
instance of a congruence. The requirement that a line of the system 
should pass through a given point is equivalent to two conditio*^ 
and the number of lines of the congruence which pass through 
any given point is called its order ; similarly the number of lines 
of the system which lie in any given plane is called its class*. 
When the congruence is the complete intersection of two com- 
plexes, its order and also its class is equal to the product of the 
degrees of the complexes. It is convenient to designate a line 
of a given congruence by the term ray. A congruence whose 
order is m and class n is termed a congruence (m, n). 

A given congruence (m, n) establishes on any planes ir and 1K 
a correspondence, such that to each point P of tr correspond m 
points of ir (where the rays through P meet 7r'), and to eafth 
point of ir correspond m points of ir ; while, if P is any point on 
the line (tt, 7t'), the pencils (P, 7r), (P, it') are so related that op. 
any line p of one pencil and on any line p' of the other pencil 
there are n pairs of respectively corresponding points, determined 
by the rays of the plane (p, p'). 

The most general congruence can be constructed as follows : 
it was seen (Art. 231) that the degree of a ruled surface, wl|ose 
generators are those rays of a given congruence which meet toy 
given line, is m + w; in any plane ir take any pencil of lines and 
construct the equation in point-coord inat?« of the most general 
ruled surface of degree m + n which has a lino p of this pencii 
as m-fold directrix (i.e. such that through each point of p there 

* See Art. 231. 
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pass m generators), and which has any plane through p as w-fold 
tangent plane (i.e. any plane through p contains n generators); 
then taking \ as the parameter upon whose variation p depends, 
express each coefficient of the equation of this surface as a poly- 
nomial of degree m in \ ; the oo * generators of the oo * ruled 
surfaces form the required congruence (m, n). 

y The ruled surface of degree m + n formed by the lines of a given 
congruence which meet any given line I will be denoted by (I). 

234. Halphen's Theorem. Two congruences (m, n), (m\ ri) 
have mm' + nri rays in common; this theorem was shown by 
Halphen, the following proof is due to Schubert. The class of 
a surface (I) of the first congruence is m + n t for the tangent 
planes to (I), through any line V which meets it in the m + n 
generators p, p' ..., are the planes through p, p' ... and I ; hence 
their number is m + n*. Similarly the class of (I) for the second 
congruence is m + ri. 

The class of the developable common to the two surfaces (I) is 
therefore (m + n) (m' + ri), which is the number of planes through 
any point A passing through a generator of each surface ; but nn' 
of these planes coincide with the plane (A, I), hence there remain 
. mm' + mri + m'n planes through any point which contain a ray p 
of (m, n) and a ray p of (m\ w'), where p, p, I are concurrent 
We now seek the surface which is the locus of a line p of (m, n) 
such that the point of intersection P of p with a line p of (m' } ri) 
lies in a given plane a, while the plane ir of p and p' passes 
through a given point A. 

By taking the line I in a, it is seen, from what has just been 
proved, that for any line I there are mm' + mri + m'n planes it 
through A, hence the locus of P is a curve k of degree 

mm' + mri + m'n ; 

reciprocally, the envelope of the planes it is a cone of vertex A 
whose class is nri + nm' + rim. 

The degree of the required surface is therefore equal to 
mm' + mn + mri together with the number of pairs p, p' for which 
p lies in a; and since there are n rays p in a which are paired 
with the ri rays of (m', ri) in the planes (A y p), the degree of the 
required surface is seen to be 

mtp' \- it/ it h mri + nri = (m + ri) (m + ri). . 
This fe a:M» tin; degroe of the locus of the corresponding rays p'. 

* The degree and clast of a ruled surface are in general the same. 

17—2 
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If (B, /3) is any arbitrary pencil, such a ray p determines one 
line of the pencil, while it meets the locus of p in (ra + n) (m' + n') 
points the generators at which determine just as many other lines 
of the pencil ; thus in the pencil a {(to + n) (to' + ri\ (to + n) (to'+ ri)\ 
correspondence is established. The number of coincidences is 
therefore 2 (m + n) (m' + n'), (In trod. xv.). 

Such coincidences may arise 

(i) from rays common to the two systems ; 

(ii) from rays p, p' whose plane passes through B\ this 
occurs nn' + mn' + m'n times, since this number is the class of the 
cone vertex A ; 

(iii) from rays p, p' whose point of intersection lies on #; 
this occurs mm' + mri + m'n times, since this is the degree of the 
curve in a ; 

therefore the required number of common rays is 
2(m + w) (m' + ri) — (nri+ mn / +ffi / w)-(mm'+m'n+ww')=^+ nn'. 
By taking m' = ri = k it is seen that the number of rays of 
(m, n) which belong to a complex of degree k and meet any line 
is k(m + n); hence, a complex of degree k has in common with 
(m, n) a ruled surface of degree k (m + n). 

235. Characteristic numbers of a congruence. In 

addition to the order and class of a congruence, it was seen in the 
last chapter that there is a third characteristic number, viz. the 
rank* r, which is the number of times two rays belong to the 
same pencil with any given line I. If the system is the inter- 
section of two complexes of which one is linear, it is seen that 
r = 0, since I does not in general belong to the linear complex. 

Two loci are of special importance in the present theory +• : 
(i) the locus of points of intersection of rays in a plane ir which 
turns about a line I, is a curve which will be denoted by \l\; r 
points of this curve lie on I, and in any plane ir there are \n (n — 1) 
points of the curve which do not lie on I, hence the order of ] l\ is 
\n{n— l) + r: 

(ii) when ir describes a sheaf of centre P, the locus of 
such points of intersection is a surface which will be denoted 
by (P). This surface is seen to be the locus of points on the lines 
I of this sheaf at which two rays belong to the same pencil with I, 
it is also the locus of the oo 1 curves 1 1 j when I describes a plane 

* Schumacher, to whom the introduction of this characteristic is due, used the 
t^rm Art. t See Art. 250. 
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pencil of centre P. Now since there are \m (m — 1) pairs of rays 
through P, there will be that number of these curves through P, 
which is therefore a point of multiplicity \m (m — 1) on (P), and 
since any line through P meets this surface in r points distinct 
from P, it is seen that the degree of (P) is r + \m(m — 1), 

236. Focal point*, planes and surface. The ruled 
surface formed by rays which meet any given ray Z is still of 
degree m + n ; for I being any line, Z meets (Z') inm + n points, 
hence (Z') and (Z) have wi + n rays in common. 

Any line p meets m + n generators of the surface ; if p meets Z 
in P, then p meets (Z) where it meets (i) the n — 1 rays of the plane 
(Z, p) distinct from Z, (ii) the m — 1 rays of the point P distinct 
from Z; hence the intersection of Z with p must be counted 
twice to complete the number m + nof intersections of p and (Z). 
It follows that Z is a double generator of (Z), and there are two 
points upon any ray for each of which there are only m — 2 rays 
distinct from it ; hence, each ray is intersected by two consecutive 
ray 8. These two points on a ray are called Focal Points, (Art. 119): 
the locus of the oo 2 Focal Points is called the Focal Surface of the 
congruence. 

If Z and Z, are consecutive rays meeting in F x and Z/ is con- 
secutive to Z a and meets it in P/, then F l and F x ' are ultimately 
focal points, thus Zj (and hence any ray) touches the focal surface 
at each focal point. 

Let the focal points on any ray Z be F x and P„ and on l ly the 
consecutive ray through P„ be P/ and P,', then F 2 being consecutive 
to P,', the plane (Z, Zj) touches the focal surface at P a , since it 
contains two tangent lines of the surface at P,, viz. Z and PjP,'. 
Thus if li and Z s be the two rays consecutive to Z which meet it, 
the plane (Z, Z,) touches the focal surface at P s and the plane (Z, Z a ) 
touches it at F x . The planes (Z, Zj), (Z, Z,) are called Focal Planes. 
All the rays of a congruence touch the focal surface twice, but all 
bitangents of the surface are not rays of the given congruence. 

237. Degree and Class of the Focal Surface. Upon any 
arbitrary pencil of planes whose axis is Z the congruence effects an 
in volutory correspondence [n(m — 1)]; for, any plane tt through Z 
contains n rays which determine n points P on Z through each of 
which pass m — 1 other rays not in tt, and regarding the n(m — 1) 
planes through Z and these other rays as corresponding to ir, we 
have determined an involutory correspondence [n(m — 1)]. 
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/ 

The number of coincidences is 2n(m — 1) which may arise 

(i) from the coincidence of two rays through a point P of I ; 
such a point P belongs to the focal surface ; 

(ii) from the r points on I through each of which two rays 
lie in the same pencil with I ; in this case the plane ir through 
such a pair of rays p and p coincides with two of its corresponding 
planes, since one of the planes determined by p is (I, p), i.e. ir, and 
one of the planes determined by p' is (I, p\ i.e. nr. 

But in an involutory correspondence in which an element 
coincides with two of its corresponding elements, such an element 
counts for two of the coincidences (Introd. xv.); hence if ir^ is 
the degree of the Focal Surface, i.e. the number of points in which 
I meets the Focal Surface, 

wix = 2n (m — 1 ) — 2r. 

Reciprocally, we obtain an involutory correspondence [m (n — 1)] 
of points on I in which two points correspond which are the inter- 
sections with I of two rays in one plane through I ; and it follows 
by similar reasoning that if n Y is the class of the Focal Surface, i.e. 
the number of tangent planes to the Focal Surface through I, 

n 1 =2w(n-l)-2r. 

238. Singular Points. If more than m rays pass through 
a point S, then oo 1 rays will pass through #, which is called a 
singular point of the congruence. For taking any line I through S, 
m + n of the rays which meet I also meet any line l\ but if a finite 
number m', greater than m, of rays pass through S, then any line V 
through S t such that the plane (I, V) does not contain any of these 
rays, will meet m +n rays of (Z), which is impossible. Thus the 
rays through S form a cone, say of degree A, and (I) breaks up 
into this cone, which will be denoted by ($a), and a ruled surface 
of degree m + n — h. Similarly, if more than n rays lie in a plane " "*"- 1 
there will be oo 1 rays in that plane which envelope a curve. 

It is clear that each singular point S h lies on each surface (/), 
and since (Sh) meets I in h points, therefore Sh is an A-fold point 
of (I). 

Each surface (P) passes through each singular point. In the 
case of a singular point S lt each line of the pencil of rays whose 
centre is Sj touches the focal surface ; the plane of the pencil is 1 

therefore a singular tangent plane of the focal surface, the curve 
of contact being of degree n (m — 1) — r. 
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239. Expression of the coordinates of a ray in terms 

of two var^Vies*. The equations of Art. 223 establish a (1, 1) 
correspondence which connects any line of the space A with a 
point of four-dimensional space 8 4 ] so that to each line of the 
given congruence (m, n) there corresponds one of the points of S 4i 
and vice versd ; the latter points being projected from a point of 
S 4 upon any given hyperplane, give rise to a surface fm+n. Hence 
a (1, 1) correspondence is determined between the lines of the 
congruence and the points of / m+n . If u and v are the variables 
in terms of which the coordinates of any point of f m+n may be 
expressed, and X{ is any line of the congruence, this correspondence 
may be set forth by six equations of the form 

#<=*/* (m,v)> 
so that the coordinates of any line of the congruence may be 
expressed in terms of two variables. 

The foregoing mode of expression enables us to deduce 
important properties of a congruence : it was seen, (Art. 9), that 
if two consecutive lines x and x + dx intersect, the equation 
(dx 2 ) = must hold; if each of these lines belongs to the con- 
gruence, we have 

Edu* + 2Fdudv + Gdv* = 0, 
„„.„ M-lffi. #-!££. G-k^J; 

we infer, therefore, that any line of a congruence is intersected 
by two consecutive lines of the congruence, viz. those which 

d/iL 
correspond to the two values of -p determined by the last 

equation, (see also Art. 236). 

The equations of a linear congruence are of the form 

6 a 

y 1 = la i y it yt->'2& f y<; 

3 3 

if the eight constants a if bi satisfy the six equations 

£ dx 1 1 dxi ' dxj <5 dxi 

4 -Sac*. ^ = f«i^> Tv^T'dv' 

1, dx % « dx { dx* A, 3* 

x t -zbiX it ^-=2;6i^-, ■=- =Zo» •=- , 
$ du z du dv s dv 

* This mode of treatment of the- congruence belongs to what is known as 
Differential Geometry. The most celebrated memoir in this field is that of 
Kummer, Crelle's Journal, Bd. 67 (1860), "AUgemeine Theorie der geradiinigen 
Strahlensysteme." 
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this linear congruence contains x and any consecutive line 

dx j dx j ' 'v '_ 

a;+r-a« + v dv a * 

ou dv 

of the given congruence; hence, there are oo* linear congruences 
which contain any line x of a given congruence and all lin ? of 
the latter congruence consecutive to x. 

The constants a,-, b; are determined if the additional condition 
be imposed that the linear congruence should pass through any 
given line x ; hence, through a given line and any line x of a 
given congruence K, one linear congruence can be constructed 
which passes through all lines of K consecutive to x. 

It is easily seen that there are oo * linear complexes which pass 
through any line x of K and all lines of K consecutive to x. 

240. As an instance of the expression of the coordinates of the lines of a 
congruence in terms of two variables, consider the case in which the functions 
fi are quadratic expressions ; ue. 

p .Xi — a i u 2 -t-2h i uv + biV i -t-2g i u + 2f i v+Ci. 

The identical equation (^)=0 gives rise to a number of equations between 
the coefficients, among which are the following 

(a 2 )«0, (aA)=0, (6 2 )=0, 2(A 2 ) + (a&)=0. 

The two equations which determine the rays which meet any two lines are 
quadratics in u and v ; hence there are four rays which meet any two lines, 
i.e. the sum of the order and class of the congruence mfour (Art. 231). 

On making the substitution 

_ nu' tf 

tt ~i 7 +T , Vss ¥+i 

the coordinates x t become proportional to quadratic expressions in u' and tf ; 
in these expressions, the coefficient A/ of 2wV is easily seen to be nA<+/<. If 
therefore n be taken as either of the roots n l} n^ of the equation 

n 2 (A 2 )+2n(A/) + (/ 2 )=0, 

the h^ are coordinates of a line ; while, as before, we have 

(a*)=0, (a'A')=0, (&*)=0, 2 (A' 2 ) + («'&')=<>; 

hence (a'b') = 0, and the quantities a/, A/, hi are the coordinates of three 
mutually intersecting lines. These lines may be either concurrent or coplanar ; 
in the former case from consideration of the equations 

(r.^=a < 'tt' 2 +2A i / wV+6 < V 2 +2^/w'+2/ < V+c/, 

we observe that the values i*'=oc , v'=ao , give ao 1 rays, corresponding to the 

u' 
values of -;, which are concurrent ; hence in the original equations u = n l and 

u=n 2 each give a ray -cone of the congruence. If p be any line through the 
vertex of one of these cones, the ruled quartic formed by rays which intersect 
p breaks up into this ray-cone and a regulus ; through any point of p will 
pass one ray, viz. the generator at this point of the regulus : therefore, the 
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order of the congruence is unity, and the class is three, any point of the curve 
of intersection of the two ray -cones must therefore be a singular point of the 
congruence as having two" rays through it ; and the congruence possesses a 
curve of singular points which in a twisted cubic, since the vertex of each 
ray-cone lies on the other. The congruence consists of the chords of this 
twisted cubic (Introd. xiL). 

Similarly if <*/, hi and b( are coplanar, the congruence is of the third order 
and first class, and consists of the lines of intersection of tangent planes of a 
develo|>able ; three such planes pass through any point. 

A special case arises when the congruence is contained in a linear complex 
2aiXi — 0. If this condition is satisfied we niust have 

2a,a,=:0, 2a^=0, Sa^—O/ 20^ = 0, 2a</f=0, 2^=0. 

The complex must be special, as containing eitfur a ray-cone or the 
tangents of a conic. 

If the directrix of this special complex be takea as the edge A^i^ot the 
tetrahedron of reference, we have for the rays 

To determine the rays which pass through the point (a lf <^, 0, 0), we have 
the equations (Art. 3), 

These equations, since p^— 0, are seen to be equivalent to one only; 
hence each point of A t A t is a singular point of the congruence. 

The locus of singular points breaks up into A y A t and a conic c 2 , in the 
case where a,', h{ and b{ are concurrent; and A X A % must meet c\ for if not> 
then through any point P there would pass two rays, via. the lines joining P 
to the intersections of the plane (P, A X A 2 ) with c*. 

Similarly if a/, hi, b{ are coplanar, the congruence consists of the lines of 
intersection of the planes through A l A i and the tangent planes of a cone 
which is touched by A x A t . 

The equations which give the points & of the above twisted cubic may be 
taken as 

P-ii^^y p£*=' s > P-tz^h P-£*= l '> 

the equations giving the coordinates pa of its chords are then 

c.pft^tr, <r.p34 = l, — cr .Jt?|2 = ^ + f. 
On writing tr = u, *+r=v, these equations become 
cr./> 12 =« 2 , <r.p u =uv, <r.jt> 14 =^-w, cr. j p 23 =w, <r.^ w = l, -er.p^v* 

241. Schumacher's method*. In the last chapter a process 
was investigated by which the rays of a given congruence are made 
to correspond* to the points of a locus of oo a points in four dimensions; 
this locus, denoted by F m ^ nt is projected from any point P of # 4 
upon any hyperplane not cont lining P into an algebraic surface 
denoted by f m +n, whose degree is m + n. 

* On a fireV reading it would be well to pass at once to Chapter XV. 
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Since one linear congruence can be described through the line 
s, connected with the equations of transformation, (Art. 223), 
to^ont^n any given ray and every ray consecutive to it, (Art. 239), 
•it followsNthat there is one plane of S 4 which contains any point 
Q of F m +n apd every point of this locus consecutive to Q ; i.e. the 
points of F m ^n consecutive to Q lie in the same plane. 

It was also seen that through P there pass oo 1 lines each of 
which contains ,two points of P m+ »; if Q 1( Q 2 are such a pair they 
are projected into one point Q[ of/, and thus/ has at Q two tangent 
planes, viz. the projections of the tangent planes at Q x and Q 9 ; the 
locus of Q' is therefore a double curve on/ 

Since to three points on a line of & 4 correspond three generators of a 
regulus of A which also obtains «, it follows from the foregoing that there are 
qo x reguli in A each of which contains «, the line corresponding to P, and two 
rays of a given congruence. 

Taking 2A as the degree of the locus of the points Q lt Q 2| i.6. 
the number of its points in any hyperplane, then any hyperplane 
through P will contain h lines of the cone of P, each of these lines 
containing two points Q. If 2 is the hyperplane upon which the 
points of F m+n are projected, and 2' any hyperplane through P, 
the points of 2' are projected into points of the plane (2, 2'); 
hence the 2h points Q of the curve which lie in 2' are projected 
into h points of the double curve in the plane (2, 2')> *•*• the order 
of the double curve is h. 

242. Tangents to F m+n . Certain of the points Q lf Q % of 
the cone of P are consecutive, we thus obtain tangents from P to 
F m+n ; for such points the two tangent planes at the corresponding 
point Q coincide, and we have a "cuspidal point" of the double 
curve. 

Denoting by it the number of such tangents, it is shown by 
Schumacher that it = 2h — 2r. 

For this purpose he takes the projection upon 2 of the cone of 
P from any point P* of £ 4 and thus obtains a cone k of 2, of which 
the degree is h\ this cone will in general contain a certain number 
<r of double edges ; for, as before, there is a cone through P' of oo x 
lines which are chords of the cone of P; but having given one 
chord PRR\ oo x others are thereby determined, viz. the lines of 
the pencil of centre P' and plane (P, P'RR')\ thus the oo l chords 
through F form a certain finite number <r of plane pencils, and 
each such pencil gives rise to a double edge of k. 
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Again the cone of P may contain a multiple line which meets 
F m+n in a points and is therefore an — - - -fold chord; the 

projection k of the cone will then contain an --— 9 — fold edge. 

Thus on k we have a curve C, the projection of the locus of Q, 
while k has a double edges and an edge which contains a points 

of c. 

a (a — 1 ^ 
Since the cone of P has an 9 -fold edge, any hyperplane 

through this edge meets the cone in K other edges, where 

on these h! edges are 2h' points Q, hence each point Q on the 

multiple edge must be an a — 1-fold point of the locus of Q. It 
follows that each point of the intersection of the multiple edge of 

k with G is an a — 1-fold point of C. 

The curve C is of degree 2h, for any hyperplane (2') through 
P' contains 2k points Q which are projected into 2A points of C in 
the plane (2, 2'). / 

Now take any plane projection of C in 2, which therefore 
gives a curve of degree 2A, and let D be the total number of its 

T (t — 1} 

double points (counting --^—= — - double points for an r-fold 

point) ; it is clear that the number of tangent planes to C through 
any line is equal to the class of this projection, or 2A(2A— 1) — 2D. 
But the number of such tangent planes, if the line passes through 
the vertex of #, is equal to the number of tangents to C from the 
vertex, is. ir, together with twice the number of tangent planes 
through the line to k\ hence 

2A(2A-1)-2Z) 

( «(«-l)/«(a-l) ,\| 

2 V 2 J r 

-ir+2(A(*-l)-2«r-2 = i-j-= -) ' 

To determine Z), we observe that it is the number of chords of 
C which pass through any point ; and the ruled surface formed by 
chords of C which meet any line p through the vertex of k 
consists of k together with a ruled surface ; thus p is a D-fold 
directrix of (?, so that D is the number of generators of which 
also belong to *, i.6. which pass through the vertex of se. Now 
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each tangent plane through p to k gives one such generator; 

others arise from the a double edges and the -±—= — --fold edge of 

k ; each double edge (which contains four points of 0) counts as 
six chords of which two belong to k and therefore four to Q ; the 
multiple edge contains a (a — 1) points of C and hence counts as 

— n ^ chords, of which 9 — - belong to k and 

therefore P**"" 1 ) [ a (a - 1) - 2} to G, so that 
f q(g-l) fa(q-l) 
2>-U(A-l)-2<r-2 — 



-1 



+ 4ff + «Jo- i )J« 2 (a-l)-2} i 

J? = A(A-l) + 2 < r + a < a - 1) ^ a - 1) -^. 

It follows by insertion in the previous equation that ir = 2h 
Should one or more additional multiple edges occur the previous 
method clearly applies. The resulting number of tangents is 
thus independent of multiple edges of k. 

These tangents however are not all proper tangents ; it will be 
shown that 2r of them are due to the existence of r double points 
on Fm+n. For there are r pairs of rays in A which belong to a 
pencil with 8, and each ray of such a pair p t p' corresponds to the 
same point on <I> (Art. 223). Now if we construct the oo * ruled 
surfaces formed by the rays which meet the lines of any given 
pencil (P, 7r), all the rays are included; corresponding to these 
surfaces we obtain oo l curves on F m+n , and since in general each 
ray determines a line of (P, tt), and hence the ruled surface on 
which it lies, so each point on Pm+n determines the curve which 
passes through it, and two curves do not in general intersect 
(except in the m points which correspond to the rays through P 
and the n points corresponding to the rays in it, through all of 
which each curve passes) ; but at the point of <I> which corresponds 
to each of the lines p, p we have two intersecting curves, hence 
such a point is a double point on P m+n , (since the tangent plane 
is there indeterminate). 

The cone of chords for every point of S 4 passes through these 
r double points which lie on <t>, and such a double point is 
projected into a double point of C. 
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Hence^ the number of tangents proper from any point of S 4 to 

Fm+n IS 

2h — 2r = m (m — 1) + n (n — 1). 

Applying to the congruence, we obtain these results : 

(i) through any two lines of A there are oo * reguli each of 
which contains two rays of the congruence ; 

(ii) m(m — l) + n(n — l) of these reguli contain two con- 
secutive rays. 

243. Triple secants of F. Of the chords of F m+n through 
any point P, there is in general a finite number t of chords which 
meet F m+n three times, therefore there is a finite number of 
triplets of rays which belong to the same regulus with any two 
given lines. This gives t triple points on the double curve. In 
terms of the four numbers m, n t r, t, all the characteristics of the 
focal surface may be calculated. 

244. The Focal Surface. Since to the lines of a plane system 
there correspond the points of a plane e t of S 4 , (Art. 231), if such 
a plane touches F, Le. contains two. consecutive points of F, the 
corresponding plane system contains two consecutive rays, and its 
plane is therefore a Focal Plane; similarly to a plane € 2 which 
touches F corresponds a Focal Point : it will now be shown by 
Schumachers method that the locus of focal points is identical 
with the envelope of focal planes. 

Observe, in the first place, that the x 1 planes through any 
line I of S 4 which meet F in two consecutive points, are projected 
from any point of I upon any hyperplane 2 into the tangent lines 
through to / m+n , being the point in which I meets 2 ; and 
since any hyperplane 2' through I is projected into the plane 
(2, 2')i such of these tangent planes as lie in 2' are projected into 
tangents from to the section of f m +n by (2, 2')- Now let X, X 1 
be two consecutive points of F and 2 7 in such a plane, then if 2 7 
contains another point X" of F, consecutive to X, which does not lie 
in the plane (XX', Z), 2' will contain two consecutive planes through 
I each of which meets F in two consecutive points ; for since the 
plane XX'X f ' is projected into (2, 2'), the latter must touch /; 
thus through in (2, 2') there pass two (consecutive) generators 
of the tangent cone from to /, which are the projections of two 
(consecutive) planes through I in 2', each of which meets F m+n in 
two consecutive points. 
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Again through any plane, and hence through the plane XX'X ", 
there pass two tangent hyperplanes of <£; for if the plane be 

2a i X l =0, 26 i X i =0, 
i i 

5 

the hy perplane 2 (a* 4- \6») X< = 

i 

4 

touches *, if 2 (a< + \6<)» = ; 

i 

let now the points X\ X" be so chosen that both XX' and XX" 

meet 4>, and I be taken as the generator <r x through the point in 

which XX' meets 4>, (XX, XX" are thus the two lines through X 

in the tangent plane at X to F m+n which meet 4>) ; it follows that 

one of these two tangent hyperplanes contains <t u and taking it as 

2', in 2' there pass two consecutive planes through <r lt each of which 

meets F in two consecutive points. 

To 2' corresponds in A a special linear complex whose directrix 
p meets s (Art. 225) ; to this complex belong the ray x and the 
rays x\ x' consecutive to x and meeting it, since XX\ XX" both 
meet 4> ; thus p passes through the intersection of x with one of 
these lines and meets the other, e.g. p passes through (x, x) and 
meets x". Then, by what has been proved, it follows that on the 
line p there will intersect two rays consecutive to x, x* ; hence p is a 
tangent to the locus of focal points, and the plane (x, p), i.e. the 
plane. (a, x"), is the tangent plane at the point (x, p) to this locus 
(since it contains two tangents to the locus at the point, viz. x 
and p\ i.e. the focal plane (a?, x") touches the locus of focal points 
at the point (a?, x). 

245. Degree and Class of the Focal Surface. We 

proceed to give the application of this method to the determina- 
tion of the degree and class of the focal surface. The degree of 
the focal surface is equal to the number of times two consecutive 
rays meet on any line p which meets s; and to the lines which 
meet p correspond the points of a hyperplane 2 of 8 4t tangent to <& 
at some point P at which the generators of <£ are (say) a x and <r % ; 
hence since the degree of the focal surface is equal to the number 
of sheaves belonging to p each of which contains two consecutive 
rays, and to the sheaves which belong to p correspond the oo 1 
planes through cr 2 in 2 (Art. 225), the degree of the focal surface 
is equal to the number of planes of 2 through <r 2 meeting F in 
two consecutive points. 
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l 

Now let <r x and cr, meet any hyperplane 2 in M and N 

respectively, the projection of the tangent hyperplane 2 from P on 

l 

2 being the plane a, then it follows that 

the degree of the focal surface 

= the number of tangents from N to the section of/ by a : 

similarly, the class of the focal surface 

= the number of tangents from M to the section of/ by ol 

Now / has an m-fold point in M and an n-fold point in N* ; 
while, the section of / by a being of degree m + n, the number of 
tangents to the section from any point is in general 

(m + n) (m -f n — 1) — 2A. 

To obtain the tangents from N distinct from the tangents at N, 
2n must be deducted, since for N two tangents to each branch 
through N coincide into a tangent at N, hence 

degree of focal surface 

= (m + n ) ( m + n - 1 ) - 2 h - 2n 

/ w - -^ «/wi(w — 1) 7i (n — 1) \ A 
= (m + n)(m + n-l)-2f— ^ +"2 — +r )^ 2n 

= 2n (m - 1) - 2r. 
Similarly the class of the focal surface is seen to be 

2m(n-l)-2r. 

246. Double and Cuspidal curves of the focal surface. 

It has been seen that to the pairs of consecutive rays which meet 
in the points of a section of the focal surface by a plane it through 
8, correspond the pairs of consecutive points of F which lie in 
oo 1 planes through a if where <r % is the generator of 4> associated 
with 7T (Art. 223). 

These planes are projected from a point of cr a into the 
generators of the tangent cone V from N to /; corresponding 
to a double point of the section of the focal surface by it there 
is a plane through o- 2 which contains two pairs of consecutive 
points of F, which gives on projection a double edge of V: a 
plane which contains three consecutive points of F is projected 
into a cuspidal edge of V\ to this there corresponds in the section 
of the focal surface a point through which three consecutive rays 
pass ; such a point is a cuspidal point, and hence arise on the focal 
surface a double curve and a cuspidal curve. 

* Since <r x contains m points of F m+n and <r 2 contains n points of 2^,+* (Art. 231). 



272 CONGRUENCES OP LINES [CH. XIV 

247. Rank of the Focal Surffe.ce. The degree of the 
tangent cone to the focal surface, or the class of its plane 
section, is called the Rank of the focal surface, and is equal to 
the class of /; for it has been seen (Art. 244), that to a line p 
which touches a section of the focal surface by a plane ir through 
s, corresponds a tangent hyperplane of 4> which contains a tangent 
plane to F ; also the tangent hyperplanes of <£ which correspond 
to the lines of a pencil whose plane ir contains 8, themselves form 
a pencil, and are of the form 

IdiXi + XtbiXi^O, 
i i 

4 4 4 

where 2 a? =* 2 a t &i = 26^ = 0, 

li i 

and pass through a generator <r % of <f>, where <r, corresponds to ir ; 
they thus contain the same plane a through <r 2 > viz- 

20^ = 0, 26 i X i = 0. 
i i 

These hyperplanes are projected from any point of <r 2 into a 
pencil of planes in 2, whose axis is the intersection of a and 2; 
and such of them as contain tangent planes to F are projected 
into tangent planes to f through the line (a, 2), hence the class 
of a plane section of the focal surface is equal to the class of/. 

The number of tangent planes through any line I to f m+n is 
equal to the number of intersections of the first polar /' m+ » of any 
point P on I, with the curve of contact a of the tangent cone to 
fm+n from any point P' of Z, diminisfied by the number of inter- 
sections of a with the double curve d : we proceed to find the 
latter number. Of the intersections of a and d t some are at 
ordinary points of d, and for such the tangent from P' meets one 
sheet of f and touches the other, and therefore meets f in three 
consecutive points ; such points thus lie on the second polar f" 
of jP, and consist of all the intersections of d and f" except those 
arising from multiple points of f of higher degree than the second 
(for through such points a will not pass in general) ; their number 
is therefore 

h (m + n — 2) — (the number of intersections of d and f" at 

higher multiple points). 

Now at M there are m tangent planes and hence — ^-5 

J* 
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branches of d and M is an m — 2-fold point of /", similarly for N t 
also d contains t triple points, hence the number of intersections 
of d with /" which lie upon a, i.e. the total number of inter- 
sections of d and a, is 

Mm+n _ 2) _-(-^_(-_^)_!^Lzl)(^ii)_3« 

2 m 

- — -^ (mn + 2r) - 3*. 

In the next place it is seen that d and a touch in 2h — 2r 
points, viz. at the cuspidal points of d, for at such a point every 
plane through the tangent to d at the point is a tangent plane 
of/, hence the element of d is also an element of the curve of 
contact of the tangent cone of any point. 

Now since the order of a is 



m + n.m+n — 1 — 2A=2mn — 2r, 
the required class of f is 
(2mrc-2r)(m + n-l) 

{772, 4- ft — 2 ) 
5 (mi + 2r)-3$ + 2(m.m-l+n.n-l)L 

which is therefore the Rank of the Focal Surface. 

24S. Determination of r and t for the intersection of two complexes. 

When the congruence is the complete intersection of two complexes of 
degrees p and v respectively, i.e. a congruence, whose order and class are \iv, 
the values of r and t can be determined. 

To one complex corresponds a 'space' S 2 * of degree 2ft which con- 
tains * /i-fold; to the other a 'space' £*" of degree 2v which contains 
* v-fold ; the complete intersection of these spaces consists of * counted 
lit? times and a 'surface' F whose points correspond to the rays of the 
congruence. 

It has been seen that r is the number of apparent double points of the 
curve of points of F which lie in any hyperplane. 

Take therefore a tangent hyperplane 2 of * which meets it in the 

generators o-j , o- 2 ° whose intersection is P; 2 meets iS^ 1 in a surface /** 

of which o-j , oj° are /i-fold lines, and 2 meets £fi" in a surface f 9 * of which 

o - ! , <r 2 ° are y-fold lines ; the complete intersection of /** and / 2 " consists of 
oi° and o- 3 ° each taken fxv times, and a curve of order 2pv which meets the 
lines ctj , <r 2 ° in 2pv points. 

The number r is thus the number of chords of C which pass through P, 
excluding af and o- a °, i.e. the number of generators of the cone K, or (P, 0), 

J. 18 
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which meet twice. Now K meets/ 2 ** in (i) the curve C which contains 2/ur 
points of o"! and <r 2 °, (ii) the lines o-j and cr 2 counted 2pv . \i times (for each 

of them is /i-fold on /***), (iii) a curve C whose degree is therefore 

2/iv . 2/i — 2fiv — 2fiu . fi=2fw (/x — 1). 

A double edge of K occurs when, as Q describes the curve C, the generator 
PQ of if to the point Q contains a point of C coinciding with a former point 
of C. The intersections of C and C arise (i) from such a double edge, (ii) when 

PQ meets/ 2 '* in a point Q' consecutive to Q, i.e. where C meets the first polar 
of P with regard to Z 2 **. Denoting therefore by A l the number of inter- 
sections of C with/ 2 " which do not lie upon <r x ° or <r 2 °, aQ d by J 2 the number 

of intersections of C with the first polar of P with regard to/ 2 * 1 , also not Upon 
oi or (7 2 °, then A Y — A 2 is double the required number (since two points of 
intersection of C and C lie on each double edge), i.e. 

Now -4 1 = 2/Av(/i — l)2v — 2/iv(ft— 1) v, 

since <?' meets o^ and o- 2 °, which are v-fold on Z 2 *, in 2pv (ft— 1) points ; also 

J 2 «2/iv(2/x-l)-2/i*. M , 
since C meets o-j and <r 2 ° in 2/iv points which are easily seen to be /i-fold on 
the first polar of P for/ 2 * 4 , hence 

r=i(J 1 -^i 2 )=^( M .-l)( v -l). 



It follows that 



, m(m-l) n(n-l) t 



=/ii/(/ii> — l)+r=/iv (2/iv — /i — v). 

The number * can also be found. For we have seen that iS®* 1 and S 2 " 
contain * respectively /i-fold and p-fold, and that their intersection consists 
of * taken fiv times and a locus F whose points correspond to the rays of the 
given congruence. If K is the cone of chords for F of any point P on *, its 

intersection with 5 2 * 1 consists, (i) of a curve C of which two points lie on each 
generator, (ii) <rf and <r 2 ° which are f—^l~ -fold edges of K and /i-fold 

lines of & 2 * 1 , since o-j and <7 2 ° each contain \iv points of (7, of which each is a 
fiv - 1-fold point of C (Arts. 231, 242), (iii) a curve C whose degree is therefore 

h . 2/i — 2 h — fiv (/iv — 1) /i. 

A point of intersection of C and C which does not lie upon o-j or <r 2 ° gives 

either a tangent to ^ or a triple secant of F. Hence three times the number 
of triple secants through P is equal to the number B l of intersections of C 
and C not in oj or <r 2 °, diminished by the number B 2 of generators of K 

which touch S* 1 *. Now B x is the number of intersections of C with tf 8 " 
which do not lie upon vf or o- 2 °, hence 

#!«{£ (2/i -2) -/i 8 i/ (/«/ - 1)} 2v-{h (2/t-2) -/i 2 i> (/*"- 1)} v 

=2A(/i-l)-/i*v(/i*-l)v. 
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B % is the number of intersections, outside *, of C with the ' first polar ' of 

P with regard to £**, diminished by the number 2A-2r of tangents from P 

to C (Art. 242), which touch both &* and &". Now the first polar of P for 

S M contains *, (p - 1) times, and in particular the generators o^ and <r 2 ° i* times 

(as may be seen -by taking the section of $* by any hyperplane through o-j or 

<r 2 °) ; the total number of intersections of C with the first polar of P for £** 
is 2A (2/i-l); also of the intersections of C with *, 2ftv(fti/-l) lie upon o^ 
and <r 3 ° and are to be taken p times, while 2r lie upon * at the double points 
of F (Art. 242), these must be taken /x— 1 times, hence 

J5 2 = 2A(2 M -l)-{2r0i-l)+2/iv(/*v-l)fi}-(2A-2r), 

«2V-4(A-r). 

Thus 3^-J5 1 -J5 2 =A(/i-2)(v-2)+r(/xv-r). 

Hence inserting the values of r, h and * in the expressions found for the 
Degree, Class and Rank of the focal surface we find 

Degree = Class = 2/xv (/a + v - 2), 

RAnk=2/*v {(ji+v-l)*-/iv + l}. * 



18—2 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE CONGRUENCES OF THE SECOND ORDER 
WITHOUT SINGULAR CURVES. 

249. Among congruences, those of the second order are the 
most interesting and fully investigated*. In the present chapter 
and the one which follows, we discuss the congruences (2, n) 
which possess a finite number of singular points. 

The degree of the focal surface, <£, is four and its class 2n; 

for each ray p touches the focal surface twice, and if it met the 

surface again, then through the latter point there would pass 

three rays, viz., p and the (two coincident) rays through the 

point; hence the degree of the focal surface is four, and 

(Art. 237), 

4 = 2w — 2r, hence, r = n — 2, 

therefore the class of the focal surface, being 4(w— 1)— 2r, 
is equal to 2n. 

250. The Surfaces (P). To each point is assigned one 
plane by the system, viz., that of the two rays through the point ; 
this plane will be termed the null-plane of the point. A surface 
(P) is therefore the locus of points whose null-planes pass through 
P; every surface (P) passes through each singular point S* 
and is of degree n — 1 (Art. 235) ; the point P is not a singular 

point of (P) since here — ^- ~ = I. Any ray I through S h 

meets a surface (P) in n — h points exclusive of Sh> viz., in its 
intersection with the n — h rays of the plane (P, I) which do not 
pass through Sh\ hence Sk is a singular point on (P) of order 
n — 1 — (n — h) = h — 1. The line ShP meets (P) in n — h — 1 

* See Kummer'fl important memoir, "Ueber die algebraiachen Strafalensysteme 
insbesondere tiber die der ersten and zweiten Ordnung," Berliner Abh. (1866). 
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points exclusive of &a and P, all of whose null-planes pass through 
P, and since P may be any point, it is seen that for a line through 
a singular point 8^ r = n — h — 1. 

251. Each singular point of the congruence is a double 
point of 4>. If we form for any line I through S^ the corre- 
spondence of Art. 237, we obtain an involution [n — h] on the 
pencil of planes of axis I, disregarding the lines of (S h ) ; and of the 
2 (n — A) coincidences 2(n — A— 1) are due to pairs of rays in 
the same pencil with l y thus leaving only two coincidences due 
to intersections of I with <t>, the Focal Surface, apart from S^, 
hence S k must be a double point of 4>. Since by each point P 
one null-plane is determined, the equation of such a plane is 

Pi*i' + P,^' + iW + iW = (i), 

where x' is any point on the plane, and the Pi are functions 
of the coordinates of P. If of be fixed and the x t be variable, we 
therefore obtain the equation of the surface (P) corresponding to 
Xi ; the degree of the P* is therefore n — 1 ; between them the 
following identity exists: 

Pi*i + P**j + Ps^s + P 4 x 4 = (ii). 

The surface (i) contains each of the rays through P, since the 
null-plane of any point on these rays passes through P; they 
will thus lie on any polar of (P) with regard to P, and are the 
intersections of the polar plane and polar quadric of (P) for P. 

252. Double rays of the congruence. The null-plane 
of any point on the focal surface is determinate, except for a 
point Sk, where h > 1. If two rays coincide without any definite 
point of ultimate intersection we have & double ray; for each point 
of such a double ray the null-plane is indeterminate, hence such 
lines do not belong to the focal surface. 

The points whose null-planes are indeterminate are given 
as the intersections of three of the surfaces P< (through which 
therefore all four surfaces must pass, from (ii)) ; thus the double 
rays when they exist are common to the surfaces Pi and hence 
to each surface (P). These surfaces cannot intersect in a curve, 
since a curve of singular points is excluded. 

The curve of intersection of two surfaces (P), e.g. for the points 
A and B, consists of the curve | AB \ together with the double 
rays ; hence, the number of double rays 

«( n -l)«_^ n ( n -l) + n -2}=4(w-2)(n-3). 
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Conversely, if a line p lies upon a surface (P) and is independent of the 
position of P it is a double ray. 

A point of intersection of a ray with a double ray must be a 
singular point 8 h with a cone of rays (S^) of which the double ray 
is a double edge, hence the surface (I) of degree n ■+■ 2 becomes, 
when I is a double ray, a certain number of cones (8k) ; in fact it 
consists of two such cones, for if k is the number of singular points 
on a double ray which possesses cones of degree h x ... h kf a plane 
through the double ray will cut these cones in rays distinct from 
the double ray whose number is n — 2, and is also 

A 1 -2 + A,-2 + ... + A*-2 = 2A-2&; 

hence %h = 2tc + n — 2, but 2A = w + 2, i.e., k = 2. 

Thus if h x and h* are the degrees of these cones, 

^i + A 2 = w + 2. 
Tfo degree of any cone (S^) cannot exceed n — 1, for in any- 
plane through Sh and a ray which does not pass through Sh there 
are n rays, hence h J> n — 1 ; thus the degree of a cone (8^) having 
its vertex on a double ray cannot be less than three. For each of 
such a pair of cones the double ray is a double edge, and if a cone 
has a double edge it is a double ray. 

In all cases except when n = 6 the double rays are concurrent. 
For if p and p are two non-concurrent double rays, while S^, S^ 
are the vertices of ray-cones on p, and S^, Sh 4 on p\ (S^), being at 
least of degree three must have a double edge, otherwise it would 
meet p in more than two points, i.e., there would be three singular 
points on p'\ and this double edge passes through 8^ or 8 hi say S/^; 
similarly for £^; thus there must in this case be four double 
rays and hence at least six (since the number of double rays is 
£(ti- 2) (n — 3)), i.e. n, the class of the system, must be at least six, 
so that /<! + A 2 is at least eight. Thus one of the cones (S hl \ (Sj^) 
is at least of the fourth degree, and it cannot be of greater degree 
than the fourth, otherwise there would be more than two singular 
points on p\ hence both (S hl ) and (S^) are of the fourth degree 
and have two double edges, similarly for (S hs ) and (Sh A ). The 
double rays form a tetrahedron. The class of the system is six. 

For all other values of ?i the double rays are concurrent in 
a point which is necessarily a singular point, since the number 
of double rays, if such exist, is at least three, except when n = 4, in 
which case there is only one double ray. The singular points of a 
congruence (2, n), therefore, in general belong to one of three classes: 



\ 
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(i) The point S through which all double rays pass. 

(ii) Those through which one double ray passes ; the degree of 
such has been shown to be at least three, and it must be equal to 
three, for if not, its ray-cone would either meet any double ray in 
more than one point besides S, or would have an additional double 
edge, i.e. double ray, which latter double ray would not pass 
through S. It follows that the degree of the ray-cone o/Sisn — l; 
the degree of the ray-cone of the other point on each double ray 
is three. 

(iii) Those through which no double ray passes ; the ray-cones 
of such points cannot be of greater degree than the second in order 
to avoid meeting the double rays in more than two points. 

253. The class of a congruence (2, n) cannot be greater 
than seven. On the generators of a cone (S h ) the vertex S h is 
one focal point, the other focal points form the curve a of contact 
of (Sh) and 4>; the order of a is 2h. Since each generator has, 
besides 8 h , only one point in common* with a, Sh is an A-fold point 
on a ; the generators of (S h ) which touch at Sh the h branches of 
a, are ray6 having four coincident points in common with <£ ; but 
through a double point of a surface there pass six lines having 
four- point contact with the surface, hence h < 6, hence the degree 
of (S,*_i) is not greater than 6, i.e. ft < 7. 

254. Number of singular points. It has been seen 
(Art. 238), that every surface (I) has each singular point Sh as an 
A-fo!d point, and that two such surfaces have n + 2 rays in common. 
Every point common to three such surfaces is either a singular 
point or a point where a ray common to two of the three surfaces 
meets the third; this occurs 3(/i4-2) a times. A singular point 
with a ray-cone of degree h counts as h* points of intersection of 
the three surfaces, hence if c^ is the number of points with a 
ray-cone of degree h, we have 

(n+2)»=3(n + 2) a + a 1 + 2^ + 3 s a,+ (A). 

A curve 1 1 1, being the locus of points of intersection of rays in 
each plane through I, is a double curve on (I); each point of inter- 
section of | / 1 and any surface (V) is either a singular point*, or at 
the point one of the rays for \l\ coincides with the ray for (l'\ 
i.e. it is a point in which one of the n + 2 rays common to (I) and (I') 
is met by one of the remaining n — 1 rays in its plane through I. 

A point Sh is an A-fold point on (V) and an — ^ — ^fold point on 

* Since through it pass two rays for 1 1 \ and one ray for (V). 
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1 1 |, and hence counts as — ^ — points of the intersection oi \l\ 

and (/'), therefore 

(n + 2){£tt(n-l) + n-2} 

= (n+ 2)(n - 1) + 2o, + 9a t + ... 4- ^ ' «& + (B). 

It will now be shown that the equations (A) and (B) are 
sufficient to determine the number of singular points. For it has 
been seen that, except for n = 6, there is one point /S^ through 
which all the double rays pass, and except for n = 4, when there 
are two points S„ there cannot be another SV-x, since in that 
case £'„_,£, would have to be a double ray to secure that in any 
plane through jS^S, there should not be more than n rays. Each 
point 8 S lies on a double ray, therefore 

a»-i = l, a, = i0*- 2 )(*- 3 )- 

When n=5we have one point S 4 ; when n = 6 we have either four 
points S it and therefore no point S 6t for if S t existed, ($ 4 $ 6 ) would 
be of degree at least nine, i.e. n + 3 ; or one point S t and therefore 
no point 8 4 as before. In no other case is there a point S 4 or £> s , 
while n = 6 thus gives two different congruences. The equations 
(A) and (B)* are thus sufficient in all cases to determine the 
numbers a x and ct, ; solving them we obtain the results embodied 
in the following Table. 

| (2,2) (2,3) (2,4) (2,5) (2, 6) r (2, 6) n (2,7) 
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16 15 14 13 12 12 11 

From the Table it is seen that the number of singular points 
is 18 — n which is the number of double points of <I> required to 
reduce its class to 2n. The double points of <I> are therefore 
identical with the singular points of the congruence. 

* A third equation 

Zctfc.A=4(n+2), 

due to U. Maaoni, exists between the numbers o< . See Rendiconti delV Accademia 
di Napoli, vol. xxn. p. 145. 
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255. Distribution of the singular points*. The points of 
contact of th^rays give rise to an involutory (1, 1) correspondence 
of points on <£. But in this correspondence, to each point Sh there 
will correspond all the points of the curve a whose order is 2A, in 
which (S h <) touches 4>, (Art. 253). If Q, Q 7 are the points of 
contact of/a ray with 4>, since the null-plane of Q touches <l> at Q', 
the point/s of the curve of contact a of $> and the tangent cone to 
$> from jiny point P will correspond to the points of the curve a- 
which is the intersection of 4> and the surface (P). Since any 
point hi h is of order' A — 1 on (P) and 2 on 4>, it is of order 2 (A — 1 ) 
on o\ 4lso </ is the intersection of <J> and the first polar of P with 
regard to <I>. Now a passes 2 (A — 1) times through Sh, hence 
2 (A {— 1) of the intersections of a and a correspond to Sh ; but the 
first polar of P for <I> meets a in 6A points, of which A coincide with 
& J since S h is an A-fold point on a, (Art. 253); deducting the 
previous 2 (A — 1) points there remain 3A + 2 of the 6 A points on a 
andl a other than Sh which have corresponding points on a other 
thin S h ] moreover these 8A + 2 points as being on (Sh) have S h 
aAso as corresponding point, t.& each has more than one cor- 

/ responding point and is therefore a singular point on (Sh); and 
these 3A + 2 points are the only singular points on (Sh) other than 
(Sh), since (Sh) and 4> have only the curve a in common. 

In the case of a cone (Sh) with a double ray, the curve a has 
the other singular point on the double ray as a double point, so 
that this point counts as two intersections of the first polar and a; 
hence, since the number of double rays through Sh is easily seen 
from the Table to be £ (A — 1) (A — 2), the number of singular points 
on (S h ), including Sh, is 

3(A + l)-£(A-l)(A-2). 

Thus, for instance, each singular plane contains 6 singular points, 

each cone (S 2 ) „ 9 „ 

each cone (#,) „ 11 „ 

i.e. all except 7 — n. 

In (2, 7) each (S 9 ) passes through all singular points ; in (2, 6) n 
each (S 4 ) passes through all singular points. 

256. Conjugate singular points. Two singular points are 
said to be conjugate if tbe line joining them is a ray. Each 
singular plane, since it meets each double ray, must do so either in 

* For a detailed investigation of the singular points see Sturm, Linieng come trie, 
Bd. n. S. 43—60. 
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a point S 9 or in the point S„^ u hence in each such ^ rae ction of 1 1 1 
lies one such point, but not both, since then at eacy 
the double ray £,£«_! there would be an jadditional ray 
Si is the centre of the pencil of rays in <r, which is impc 

Each S s or S,^ is conjugate to each S 2 and S t , for : ...(B). 
planes S^S^S^, S^iS^ would contain at least n + 1 r^ 
is impossible since these planes are, by the foregoing, not\ (B) are 
A plane <r, the centre of whose pencil of rays is S lf which \>r it has 
a point Sn^i will contain n -^ 2 points S 2 and 6 — n other pdthrough 
for if I be any line of intersection of (fi^) and <r, except ^ there 
(I) consists of (S^), the pencil (S u <r), and a quadric surface that 
at each point P of I the rays are I and /S^P, hence this quadrii any 
only arise as a cone (S 2 ) whose vertex is on L No S 2 in a caifiach 
outside such a line I since S n -i is conjugate to each S 2 m , he/ 
there are n — 2 points S 2 in <r t and therefore 6 — n points S l ot, 
than that for which <r is the null-plane. 

In the congruence (2, 3) we notice that all the points yS» 2 j , , 
conjugate; to each of the 10 pairs of points S 2 there is one 
conjugate as being required to make up the order five of (S t S 2 ); 
thus each of the 10 singular planes includes two points S 2 . 

257. Equation of a surface (P). If the point &»_., of a 
congruence (2, n) be taken as the vertex A x of the tetrahedron of 
reference, since it is a point of order n — 2 upon the surface (P) of 
any point, the equation of such a surface must be of the form 

#1^ + ^ = 0, 
where <f> and yfr are cones having their vertices at A x and of 
degrees n — 2 and n — 1 respectively. 

If the vertex A 2 of the tetrahedron of reference be taken as 

the point P, and the rays through P as the edges A 2 A S , A 2 A if it 

follows that i|r must have x 2 and x z as factors, and (P) will have as 

its equation 

x^ + x z x^' = 0. 

It is then clear that the surface contains the 2 (n — 2) lines 

#3 = 0, <j> = ; #4 = 0, <f> = ; 

(P) therefore contains at least 

2 + £(™-2)(w-3) + 2(n-2) 

lines. The existence of the latter lines is also shown by the fact 
that the plane section of (P) through a ray of P and $„_! meets 

it in this ray and a curve of degree n — 2 having an n — 2-fold 
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266. Distt S^j), the curve must therefore break up into n— 2 lines ^ \^r' 
contact of theh S^*. The raja* which meet any line p through 8 n ^ 
of points on a ruled cubic surface of which p is the double directrix, they \ 

will corresjfcherefore all meet a single directrix. This result also follows 
which (S hi the form of the null-plane of any point which is 

the^inf ** Pl + ** ( ^ 8 + * s) + **' ( ^ s + * s) + * 4 ' ( * 1<f>4 + * 4> = 0, 
$ from r ' nu U-pl anes of the points of any line through $«_! are obtained 

which i keeping x 2> x *> x * constant and varying x lf and are therefore / 

p^ c en to form a pencil. J 

on <y y 258. Tetrahedral complexes of the congruences (2, n). 
re gatff in the congruence (2, 6) n the four points S 4 be taken as the 
2(4 vertices of the tetrahedron of reference, since the surface (P) of 
fas* each vertex includes the ray-cone Q of that vertex, the surface' 
&i (P) of any point x/ is therefore represented by 

pre xjot Q 1 + x 2 ' o,Q s + a?,'a,Q, + w 4 'a 4 Qt = ; 

^ where the a* are linear in the coordinates. 

p 1 This equation also represents the null-plane of any poiut Xi\ 

but since the edges of the tetrahedron of reference are double 
rayi, «iQn «aQa, »sQsi a *Q* vanish identically for any point on such 
an edge, this requires that 

a i — X H fl 2 — &2> ^8 — X lt °U = #4> 

and the surface (P) has as its equation 

X\ Xi ygi -+- X% X% tyz -r X$ X$ ij/j + X 4 *Z?4 (^ = U. 

The cone Q, = has A x A^ t A X A Z , A X A A as double edges, hence 

H>1 == ^38*^2 X & ~f" ^"84 ^8 *^4 i ^48*^4 *^T1 "T &2&t*E4h'9 

where # = is a plane through J.j. 
Similarly 

Q 3 = bnxfxf + ... , Q 8 = Cnzfxf + ... , Q 4 = di*x%z% + ... . 
The null-plane of any point P in the plane # 4 = is therefore 
a^x^x^ + & lt £,a7 8 #s' + c n x x XiXi = 0, 
and this plane meets #/ = in the line 

b n x z x^ + CnX^ = 0. 
Now the coordinates of P being (#,, # a , ar 3 , 0) and the coordinates 
of the point in which one ray through P meets a x being (0, x^ t x z \ #/), 
we have 

p u = #!#/, p u = X z Xt, Pn^XiXa, Pv^ — XiXi, 
* 8pe Sturm, Lin, Geom. Bd. n. S. 48. 
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hence each ray of the congruence belongs to the complex 

buPnP* - c lt j>vp* = 0. 

It follows that the congruence belongs to a tetrahedral complex 
for which the four points S 4 form the fundamental tetrahedron. 

» 

The congruence (2, 5). Take as vertices of the tetrahedron of 
\ reference the point S 4 and the three points S Zy it follows as in the 

\ last case that the null-plane of Xi has as its equation 

#i'Qi + x*XiQ % + xJXiQ z -f x 4 x 4 Q 4 = ; 

where Q 2 = is the ray-cone of A u etc. ; sipce in this case A 1 is a 
fourfold point on each surface (P), the cones Q 3 = 0, Q 8 = 0, Q 4 = 
each contain x J in the first degree only (Art. 257) ; moreover since 
{ Qt passes through -4, it cannot contain #3*, thus the result of 
putting a? 4 = in Q a gives merely a term a^x^ 2 ; similarly from Q t 
arises OiXjXf ; hence the null-plane of a point P in x 4 = is 

x \Qi + x,x*x z {<h x * x % +03X2X9) = 0. 

The trace of this plane on #/ = is 

a^x z x^ + a^x^x^ = 0, 

i.e. as in the previous case, the null-planes of the points of a line 
of the pencil (A l9 a A ) pass through a line of the pencil (A 4t a x ) and 
hence the rays of the congruence belong to a tetrahedral complex of 
which the point S 4 and the three points S % form the fundamental 
tetrahedron. 

The congruence (2, 4). Take as vertices A 1 and A % of reference 
the two points S t , and two non-conjugate points S t as A 9 and A 4 ; 
the equation of the null-plane of any # point x is then 

<Qi + *.'/3Q, + x t 'Q 9 + Xt'SQt = 0. 

Since A 2 and A 4 are non-conjugate points, Q 2 contains a term 
x 4 *, and Q 4 a term a^ 2 ; as before {J and $ pass through A 1 A 9 , 
moreover y8 = a?j, B = x 4t for if >3 contained a term x 4t theji in the 
identity 

®iQi + fyfiQi + #,Q, + x 4 BQ 4 = 0, 

a term x 2 x 4 * would arise which could not be cancelled, similar! 
for S. \ 

Again the term which does not involve x 4 in Q 8 is bx x x Zi in Q 9 
it is aa^xf, therefore the null-plane of any point in x 4 = is 

Q\ x \ + bx x x lL x % xi + axjxfxi' = 0. 
The trace of this plane on a?/ = is 6a? 8 iCj' + aa?,# 8 ' = l i.e. the 
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v > . contained in a tetrahedral complex which has the tetra- 
 / f reference as its fundamental tetrahedron. 

A ;,'.ur of non-conjugate singular points S 2 can be chosen in 

ihn *• -ays; for through either point S s and a point S 2 there passes 

oh : -.igular plane <r, viz. that of the pencil required to complete 

i !r 'ree of (£,£,), let Sj be the centre of this pencil ; then in a 

• h - one other point of the second order S 2 and two points of 

K . . -t« order (Art. 256); each of these latter three points is non- 

•>\jv _.»te to $,; also the plane a through S 2 , 8 t and the other point 

' v'nt i bird order S s ' is singular since it contains at least five rays ; 

\ in. seatre of the pencil of rays in it be flf/, then in a there are 

• a ulitfcnal points of the first order each_non-conjugate to S 2 , 

.»i>. *e jihe points non-conjugate to S 2 are S 2 and four points S x ; 

ti ^ being conjugate to eight points (Art. 256), must have four 

>>n •>• S 2 conjugate to it, i.e. to each point S 2 there is one other point 

. u conjugate tojA\ this gives three pairs of non-conjugate points 

•xe the>c6ngruence (2, 4) is contained in three tetrahedral 

xe& 

i e congruence (2, 3). Since all points S a are here conjugate, 
and each cone (£>,) contains eight singular points exclusive of the 
vertex, such a cone must contain four points Sj. Any two points 
&., S 2 have one point S x conjugate to each of them, viz., the centre 
of the pencil required to complete the degree of 0S a S 2 ') ; it follows 
that three cones S 2 together contain nine points S lf and hence 
that there is one point S x non-conjugate to any three points. S*. 
Since these three points may be chosen in 10 ways, there are 
10 tetrahedra whose vertices are three points S 2 and a point S 2 
non-conjugate to them. 

The null-plane of any point x for such a tetrahedron is 

<Qi + **'& + <Q, + x**/3 = 0, 
where a = is the null-plane of S u and has the form 

Ax x + Bx* + Cx 9 = 0. 

Since aj3 can only contain x l9 a^, x z in the first degree (Art. 257), 
it follows that /8 = x 4 : the part of Q 2 which does not involve x A is 
ax l x t and that of Q s is bx x x 2 ; hence the trace of the null-plane of 
any point in x 4 = 0, upon a?/ = 0, is ax t x^ + bx 9 x s ' = 0, which shows 
that the congruence is contained in a tetrahedral complex whose 
fundamental tetrahedron is that of reference ; it follows from the 
foregoing that the congruence (2, 3) is contained in 10 tetrahedral 
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complexes. It will be seen in the following chapt . 
congruence (2, 2) is contained in 40 tetrahedral con 

259. Non-conjugate singular points. If S ht 

conjugate singular points, the curve of intersection . • 
(Sh r ) meets the focal surface in singular points only, sii; 
such a point of the focal surface there pass two non- 
rays ; the number of such points is 2AA', since the oi 
curve of intersection of (Sh) and 4> is 2A. 

Taking the two singular points as being each of the f rs 
we observe that on the line of intersection of the nul» pi; 
two non-conjugate points $, and #/ there are two singi 
Sh t S^ (say), and the rays through any point P of 
PS lt PS t ' it follows that (S h S h ') consists of (8 k ), (S h >\ 
pencils whose centres are S t and $/; therefore A-f A' 
points Sh, S^ are non-conjugate, since, if ShSh f were a i..> * » 
rays would pass through each of its points. 

If Sh and S^ are any two non-conjugate singular * k .• 
surface (ShSn) breaks up into two surfaces; for the surfat 
Sh consists of (Sh) together with a surface Q of degree • - '- 
and Q contains \ (n — 2)(n- 3) — i(A — 1)(A — 2) dou' .. ilu 
Similarly the surface (P) for S^ consists of (Sk) together with a 
surface Q of degree n — A'— 1. In the next place we observe that 
the curve |/| for ShSh' consists of the intersection of Q and Q 7 
apart from the double rays, 

Hw-2)(n-3)-i(A-l)(A-2)-i(A'-l)(A'-2) 

in number, which Q and Q have in common ; thus \l\ is of the 
•degree 

(n-A~l)(n~A / ~l)-i(ii-.2)(n-3) 

+ £(A-l)(A-2) + *(A'-l)(A , -2), 
which is equal to 

£ (n - A - A' + 2 - 1) (n - A - A' + 2 - 2). 

Now 1 1 1 is a double curve on (S h S h '), which latter surface is of the 
degree n — A — A' + 2, after subtraction of (£&) and (#*), but £ is 
also a part of the double curve of (ShS^), i.e. this surface possesses 
a double curve whose order is greater at least by unity than fhat 
possible for the double curve of a surface whose degree is 

n - A - A' + 2. 
Therefore (S h S h ') must break up into two surfaces. 

* See also Arte. 123, 146. 
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It follows from this result that for two non-conjugate points S ki S h * such 
that h + h'=n, there are two points S t conjugate to S k and to S h > ; since (S h S h ») 
which is here of degree 2 must split up into two plane pencils. We notice 
that if two points S x are both conjugate to the same S k they must be non- 
con jugate to each other. 

260. Reguli of the congruences (2, n). A regulus of 
rays is formed by such as intersect a line I which passes through 
a point £>„_! and lies in a singular plane a ; the various lines of 
the pencil (£»_!, a) give rise to oo J reguli of the system of lines. 

In (2, 6) x the cone (S 5 ) contains twelve, i.e. all the singular 
points, and hence passes through the single point S x \ thus through 
S 5 there passes one singular plane, giving oc 1 reguli formed by 
rays of the congruence. 

In (2, 5) the t cone (S A ) passes through two of the three 
points #!. 

In (2, 4), (2, 3), (2, 2) through each point S n - 1 there pass 
several singular planes. 

In the case of each system of reguli, two of these reguli pass 
through a given point P, viz. those determined by the lines Z, V in 
which the two rays through P meet the pencil (£*_!, <r); any 
plane touches n of these reguli, viz. those determined by the 
7i rays which lie in the plane. Thus the reguli determined by the 
pencil (Sn-i, a) are contained in a "net," i.e. consist of the oo 1 
quadrics \"a+\t>+t(/=0, where u, v, w are given quadrics. In fact 
we will now show that each regulus corresponding to the pencil 
(5„_i, a) passes through eight points, which are the following: — 
the point S„ r . lt the pole Si of <r, all points S 8i all points S 2 not in a, 
all points Si not in <r nor upon (fif n -i); for each regulus clearly 
passes through £ n -i> and at the point P in which I meets the 
conic of contact of a and 4> the rays coincide, and one of them 
must be S 2 P, hence the regulus passes through S x ; again each 
cone ($ 8 ) passes through S n - X and therefore meets I in one other 
point, i.e. the regulus passes through each point S 3 \ the same 
remark applies to each S t not in <r, and lastly the null-plane of 
each S x not in a nor conjugate to S n - l meets I in one point which 
is distinct from S n - X ; thus each regulus determined by a line I of 
the pencil (Sn__,, a) passes through the points which have been 
stated. That the number of these points is eight may be seen as 
follows: the number of points S s is J (n — 2) (n — 3), and it is 
easily seen from the Table of Art. 254 that the total number of 



288 THE CONGRUENCES (2, 7l) [CH. XV 

points S 2 is (n — 2) (7 — n)*, and therefore the number of points S a 
not in a is (n - 2) (7 — n) — (n — 2), t.e\ (n — 2) (6 — n) ; none of the 
6 — Ti points S x in <r besides its null-point lie upon (fi> n -i) ; again 
(Snr-i) contains 3n — £ (n — 2) (n — 3) — 1 singular points exclusive 
of the vertex (Art. 255), deducting the points S 9 and S 2 we obtain 
the number of points /S 2 upon (S n -i) as being 

3w-i(n-2)(n-3)-l~i(w-2)(n~3)-(n-2)(7-n) = 7~n; 

it is seen from the Table that the number of points & x is 

i(7-n)(8-n)t. 

and hence the number of points S x not upon (Sn-i) nor in a- is 

i(7-n)(8~n)-(6-n)-(7-n) = i(^-5)(/»-6); 

thus the total number of the specified points through which each 
regulus passes is 

l + l + ^( n -2)(n-3) + (n-2)(6-n) + i(n-5)(n~6) = 8. 

When n = 4 it is seen from the foregoing that there is one 
point Si which is non-conjugate both to the given # 2 and to the 
&nr-i (S> i n this case); its null-plane <r is therefore a tangent 
plane of each regulus p, hence the trace of p upon <r is a line V 
and V must therefore contain the point $,' ; now each regulus p 
determines one line I of (£,, a) and also one line of (S s \ <r'), there- 
fore these two plane pencils are in (1, 1) correspondence ; whence 
the theorem follows that (2, 4) is contained in a tetrahedral 
complex ; this has been already proved in Art. 258. The four 
vertices of the fundamental tetrahedron are $,, S s ' and the two 
singular points on the line (<r, cr'), which must be two non- 
conjugate points S 2 . 

Again when n = 3 there are three points S x which are non- 
conjugate to either the given fi^ or to the given S 2 ($„_! is here S t ) ; 
the null-planes of each of these three points Si touch each of the 
oo * reguli p, let 5/ be one of them and <r' its null-plane, then p 
meets a in a line containing a singular point S 2 \ also on the line 
(<r, <r') there are two singular points S 2 and S^ (Art. 259), then 
we know there are only two points of the second degree in a, viz. 
S 2 and S 2t and S^ is non-conjugate to S 2t S 2 and S 2 : hence as 
before, the congruence (2, 3) is contained in a tetrahedral complex 
whose tetrahedron has for vertices three points S 2 and a point S 1 
non-conjugate to them ; and the pencils (S 2 , cr), (£,', <r) are made 

* Except in (2, 6)„. t Except forn=2, or (2, 6) M . 
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projective by the reguli p. Similarly for the two other points 
&", Si" non-conjugate to S 2 or S x . Thus the oo l reguli determine 
on four planes, pencils which are mutually projective ; again as 
before on the line (oV) there is a singular point of the second 
degree conjugate to Si and £/' which must be S a , since a- only 
contains two points of the second degree; hence the four planes 
<r, a\ <r", a" meet in S 2 . Taking any three of the four mutually 
projective pencils, which have been seen to have three corre- 
sponding lines meeting in S a , the congruence (2, 3) may be 
defined as the oo a lines which "meet corresponding lines of three 
projective pencils having three corresponding lines concurrent 

If this latter condition be not fulfilled a congruence (3, 3) is obtained ; for 
let the sections by any plane a of the planes of three given projective pencils 
be a, b, c, then upon a, 6, c are determined three projective rows of points. 
P..., §..., R...; and having given any point R of c, the join of the corre- 
sponding points P, Q of a and b meets c in a fourth point R\ i.e. we have 
upon c a correspondence (1, 2) ; for having given R then R' is uniquely 
determined, but having given R' there are two points R, viz. those corre- 
sponding to the two pairs P, Q ; P', Q' where R'PQ, R'P'Q' are the two 
tangents through R' to the conic enveloped by lines joining corresponding 
points on a and 6. This correspondence (1, 2) has three united points, i.e. in 
a there lie three lines of the system. 

Similarly if any point P be joined to the centres A f B> C of the three 
pencils we have determined three projective pencils of planes, and as before 
on the axis PA we have a correspondence (1, 2) of planes, hence through P 
there pass three lines of the system. 

261. In (2, 6)* (2, 5), (2, 4), (2, 3) we have therefore the 
following sets of oo 1 reguli: — 

one set of oo 1 reguli in (2, 6)j ; 

two sets of oc 1 reguli in (2, 5), viz. one for each of the two 
points Si conjugate to S 4 ; 

three sets of oo 1 reguli in (2,4); for on a cone (£,) lie three points 
Si, as is seen by deducting from the eleven points on (8 3 ) the two 
points S s and the six points $„ and on the other cone ($,') lie the 
three other points S/ ; thus S s and the three points Si determine 
three systems of oo 1 reguli ; each of these systems passes through 
£,' and one of the points #/, so that there is no other system of 
reguli than these three ; 

five sets of oo * reguli in (2, 3) ; for it has been seen, (Art. 260), 
that the group of eight points associated with a set of oo x reguli 
are the singular points which lie on a cone (S a ) ; thus we obtain 
five groups of eight associated points. 

J. 19 
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262. Reguli of (2, 6) n . Since the system (2, 6)n has no 
singular plane its reguli are determined by entirely different con- 
siderations. In the first place it is to be noticed that the singular 
points of the second degree fall into the two groups &', <S," such 
that to each point S 2 the four points S 2 " are conjugate, and 
to each point S 2 " the four points S 2 are conjugate. To see this, we 
observe that to a point S 2 ' there are four conjugate points of the 
second order &", since on (S 2 ) there lie eight singular points 
excluding S 2 and four of these are the points S 4 , while the singular 
points common to any two cones (S a ') are eight in number, 
(Art. 259), i.e. are the same points, viz. the four points S 4 and the* 
points £,". 

This proves the required result. Thus through the eight 
points S 4 and S % " pass four quadric cones, the (£ 2 ')j hence through 
them there will pass oo a quadrics, similarly for the eight points 
S 4 and S t '. 

The » a quadrics through eight points, which have an equation 
of the form Xu + fiv + vw = 0, where X, /a, v are variable and u = 0, 
v = 0, w = are any three given quadrics through the given points, 
are said to form a 'net.' 

It will now be shown that the generators of the quadrics of a net 
form a cubic complex which includes the. eight sheaves whose centres 
are the eight fundamental points of the net. For, oo 1 quadrics of the 
net pass through any point P and form a 'pencil* of quadrics of the 
form/+ p<j> = ; each quadric of the pencil has a generator through 
P, which meets the curve /= 0, <j> = in one other point besides 
P, i.e. these oo 1 generators are those of the cone which projects 
this curve from P, the cone is therefore cubic ; hence in any pencil 
there are three lines of the complex, which is therefore cubic. 
Since there are oo 2 quadrics through each of the eight fundamental 
points, every line through these points belongs to the cubic 
complex. 

The congruence (2, 6) n i8 contained in each of the cubic 
complexes \S Ai #/}, {# 4 , ^''J; for if not, it will have in common 
with each of them a ruled surface of degree 3 (2 + 6) = 24, (Art. 
234) ; but the congruence (2, 6)n has in common with the cubic 
complex j/S 4 , S a '} ruled surfaces whose degrees together amount to 
more than 24, e.g., the four cones (S 2 ") and the 12 reguli which 
are the loci of rays intersecting the join of two points <S 2 ", 
(Art. 259): similarly, the congruence is contained in the cubic 
complex {£ 4 , S 2 "}. 
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Now it was seen that the congruence (2, 6) n is contained in a 
tetrahedral complex T 2 , (Art. 258); hence with the four sheaves 
whose centres are the points S A , it is the complete intersection of 
T* and either [8 A> &'} or [S 4 , &"). 

Now T % has oo 4 reguli which pass through the points 8 A 
(Art. 94), and of these oo l will pass through three points S 9 ', but 
a quadric through seven fundamental points of a net will also pass 
through the eighth point*; hence these oo 1 reguli of T also 
pass through the fourth point S 2 ' t and therefore belong to the 
cubic complex (S 4 , S*'). We thus obtain oo l reguli of (2, 6) n . In 
the same way there are oo l reguli of (2, 6) n which pass through 
the eight points S 4 and £,". Thus there are two sets of oo l reguli 
of (2, 6)„. 

263. Confocal congruences. The class of any plane sec- 
tion of 4> or the degree of the enveloping cone of 4> is 12, since <J> 
possesses no double curve. 

This cone has 24 cuspidal edges f, and since the class of the 
surface and also of the cone is 2n, if $ is the number of double 
edges of the cone, we have 

12xll-3x24-2$ = 2n, 

hence h = 30 — n. 

Of these double edges 18 — n pass through the double points 
of 4>, since the curve of contact of the enveloping cone, being the 
intersection of <J> and the first polar of <I> for the vertex of the 
cone, will have two branches through each double point. Deduct- 
ing these double edges there remain twelve, which is therefore 
the number of double tangents of 4> which pass through any point 

Any plane section of <I> has 28 double tangents, and if N' 
be the number of singular tangent planes of <t>, it is clear that 
28 — JV' is the number of double tangents of 4> which lie in any 
plane, excluding the lines of the singular tangent planes which are 
not proper double tangents of 4>. Thus the complete system of 
double tangents of 4> forms a congruence (12, 28— N'); of this 
congruence the given (2, n) forms part, leaving after its removal a 
congruence of double tangents (10, 28 — N' — n). 

Now since for 

(2, 3), (2, 4), (2, 5), (2, 6) If (2, 6) n , (2, 7) 
iV 7 = 10, 6, 3, 1, 0, 0, 

* Salmon, Geom. of Three Dimensions, Art. 181. t Salmon, Art. 279. 

19—2 
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we obtain in these respective cases, residual congruences of double 
tangents which are 

(10, 15), (10, 18), (10, 20), (10, 21), (10, 22), (10, 21): 

these will now be investigated. 

The origin of these additional systems of double tangents is 
explained in part by the following theorem: the complementary 
reguli p of the regidi p of (2, n) determine a congruence which has 
4> for its focal surface. The truth of this appears from the fact 
that since each generator of a regulus p touches $> twice, p touches 
<I> along a curve k which must be of the fourth order; thus the 
plane through any generator of p and any generator of p' meets k 
in four points of which two points lie on the generator of p, and 
therefore two points on the generator of />'; hence each generator 
of p meets k twice ; at each of these latter points the generator 
of p lies in the common tangent plane of p and 4>, i.e. each 
generator of p touches <J> twice. The congruence formed by the 
generators of the reguli p is of the second order and nth class, 
since as many reguli p pass through a given point as reguli p, 
(Art. 260); similarly the congruences formed by generators of the 
reguli p and of the reguli p have the same class. In this way the 
systems of reguli p possessed by the system (2, n) give rise to oo * 
double tangents (generators of the p') t arranged as follows : 



(2, 6) n (2, 5) 
(4, 12) (4, 10) 



(2, 4) (2, 3) 
(6,12) (10,15). 



for (2, 6) x 

a congruence (2, 6) 

The congruence confocal with (2, 3) is thus accounted for ; in 
the other cases there remain oo ' double tangents of $> which do 
not belong to the given (2, n), nor are generators of p', and which 
form respectively, 



iu (2, 7) 

the congruence (10, 21) 



(2, 6) x (2, 6)„ (2, 5) (2, 4) 

(8, 15) J (6, 10) (6, 10) (4, 6). 

It will now be shown that these systems are formed, in all 
cases except (2, 6) n , by the single directrices V of the ruled cubics 
(Z), where I is a line of the sheaf whose centre is &nr-i* For* each 
generator of such a cubic surface p* touches 4> twice, hence p* and 
$> touch along a curve, so that at a point of intersection of V and <t>, 
V must lie in the tangent plane to 4> at the point, i.e. V touches 4> 
twice. 

» 

Now the two rays of (2, n) through any point P determine a 
surface p* whose double directrix is fi^P; hence the £w(n — 1) 
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pairs of rays of (2, n) which lie in any plane determine as many 
surfaces p*, whose single directrices X lie in the plane, i.e., the class 
of the congruence of lines V is \n (n — 1). 

Again it was seen, (Art. 257), that each surface (P) contains 
2(n — 2) lines through Sn- lt and the null-plane of every point on 
such a line passes through P, hence the single directrix of the 
surface p* for such a line passes through P, i.e. 9 through P there 
pass 2 (n — 2) lines of the congruence l\ The oo 8 double tangents 
V thus form a congruence {2 (n — 2), ^i(n— 1)}, i.e. they form the 
residual congruence of double tangents after deduction of the 
given (2, n) and the generators of the reguli p. 

The case of (2, 6) n , in which there is a residual congruence 
(6, 10), remains to be discussed. The congruence (2, 6) n is 
contained in a tetrahedral complex T % % the vertices of whose 
fundamental tetrahedron are the points S Ai (Art. 258); now there 
are oo * twisted cubics r passing through the points S 4 all the chords 
of which belong to T % t (Art. 95); these chords for any cubic r 
form a system (1, 3), which will have in common with the cubic 
complex (£ 4> s/) a ruled surface of degree 3 (1 + 3) = 12, (Art. 234); 
but this surface is in part composed of the four cones of the 
second degree (S 4 , r) ; there remains after their removal a ruled 
quartic ; hence each of the oo * chord-congruences of T* contains 
one ruled quartic of (2, 6) n . Each generator of such a quartic 
meets r twice, and through each point P of r proceed two such 
generators, viz., the intersections of the cone (P, r) and the cubic 
complex (S A , $,'), excluding the four lines joining P to the points 
St] hence r is a double curve of the quartic which is thus the 
general quartic of class III. Now since any three lines p, p\ p" 
of T* determine a twisted cubic* r, we see that any three rays of 
(2, 6)n determine such a ruled quartic. 

If moreover these three rays are coplanar, the ruled quartic 
possesses also a single directrix l\ (Art. xvi), and is of class IV ; 
one plane of the pencil whose axis is V passes through any given 
point A t i.e. such a quartic of class IV has three generators in the 
plane (l' t A), and since there are oo * planes through A, there are oo 2 
ruled quartics of (2, 6) n which have also a single directrix V. As 
before this quartic touches 4> and V touches <I> twice, so that the 

* For three of the points S 4 make the three pencils of planes whose axes are 
p t j>', p" projective to each other, and the locus of intersection of three cor- 
responding planes is a twisted cnbic, (Art. zii), which passes through the fourth 
point S i and whose chords belong to T*. 
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required system of oo 2 double tangents is formed by the single 
directrices of the oo * ruled quartics of class IV which belong to 
(2, 6) n . 

If V is the single directrix determined by three coplanar rays 
of (2, 6)n, the surface {V) breaks up into the aforesaid quartic of 
class IV and another ruled quartic which must also be of class IV. 
Now sets of. three rays can be made in twenty ways out of the six 
rays in any plane; hence there are determined twenty such ruled 
quartics but only ten simple directrices l\ since each /' belongs to 
two quartics ; hence the class of the system of lines V is ten. 

And its order must be six, for if it were less than six, one or 
more sheaves of double tangents would exist, which is not the case. 
Hence for (2, 6) n the double tangents of 4> consist of (2, 6) n , the 
generators of the two sets of reguli p', and the single directrices of 
the ruled quartics of class IV which belong to (2, 6) n . 



CHAPTER XVL 

THE CONGRUENCE OF THE SECOND ORDER 

AND SECOND CLASS. 

264. The congruence (2, 2), of the second order and class, is 
the one of the series (2, n) which has been most fully investigated : 
an account of this congruence is given in the present chapter. 
From Arts. 249, 254 it follows that the congruence (2, 2) has a focal 
surface of the fourth degree and fourth class, which has 16 double 
points and 16 singular tangent planes, i.e. is a Rummer s Surface. 
It will be shown, (Art. 265), that any congruence (2, 2) is the 
complete intersection of a linear and a quadratic complex, and is 
therefore identical with the congruence (2, 2) already discussed in 
Chapter VIII. 

To each point of space one plane is assigned by the system 
(2, 2), viz. that of the two rays through the point, while to each 
plane one point is assigned, viz. the intersection of the rays in the 
plane, so that by the system (2, 2) an involutory reciprocity is 
established in which corresponding elements are united, i.e. a 
linear complex is determined, (Art. 37), to each pencil of which 
two rays belong; therefore each system (2, 2) is contained in a 
linear complex G x \ and only one such linear complex is thus 
related to any given congruence (2, 2). 

This result may also be seen as follows : — let 8 and S' be two 
conjugate singular points, (Art. 256), <r, a their null-planes, and 
I any line of the pencil (S', <r); then the surface (I) consists of the 
pencils (S, <r), (S' t a'), together with a regulus p which has one 
generator belonging to the pencil (S t <r) and one to ($', a). If 
any generator of p meets a in P, the line SP, since it meets three 
lines of />, is a directrix of p, and therefore a is a tangent plane to 
p, i.e. the trace of p on <r' is the line SP. Since all the rays of the 
system can be grouped into such reguli, together with the pencils 
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(S, <r), (£>', <r') t it is clear that they establish a (1, 1) correspondence 
on the lines of the pencils (S' f <r), (£, <r), viz. that of pairs similar 
to I and SP, and in this correspondence SS' corresponds to itself ; 
hence the rays are included in a linear complex, (Art. 39). 

This may again be seen from the fact that the surfaces (P) 
are of the form 

*Cj I i "f" X$ * j i *Tj * | "r X4 JL, 4 s=s U, 

with the identity 

x l P 1 + x t P 2 + # 8 P 3 + # 4 P< = ; 

but since the P» are linear in Xi 

Pi as a^a^i + Ofc# 9 + a^a^ + a^, 

i.e. we must have a« = 0, Oft + a« = 0, hence (P) has the form 

Soflt (d^ofc' — #/#*) = 0, 

which is the bilinear equation connecting two points of a line of a 
linear complex. 

266. Confocal congruences (2, 2). The equation of any 
Eummer surface has been seen, (Art. 85), to be reducible to the 
form 

Altf + 2B (tftf + y 8 V) + 2C (t,*tf + yfy 4 *) 

+ 22) (yfyS + yfy?) + ±E y x y*y % y< = ; 

while its double points and singular tangent planes form a system 
described in Art. 29, such that each point is the pole for six 
complexes mutually in involution of the six singular planes 
through it, and the six points in each singular plane are the 
poles of the plane for these six complexes; hence the singular 
points and singular planes of the congruence (2, 2), being the 
double points and singular tangent planes of a Eummer surface, 
form such a system. In each singular plane there is one pencil 
of rays which therefore belongs to the linear complex C x of the 
congruence, and thus G x is one of the above six linear complexes 
in involution. 

Moreover the double tangents which belong to C x belong also 
to a quadratic complex, (Art. 83); hence, any congruence (2, 2) 
is the complete intersection of a linear with a quadratic complex. 

Now it was seen that the double tangents of a Rummer surface 
form six congruences (2, 2), (Art. 83), hence, as we have already 
seen, (Art. 126), associated with any congruence (2, 2) there are 
five others having the same focal surface as the given congruence 
(2, 2). 
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Certain properties of the singular points and planes of a 
congruence (2, 2) will now be investigated, taking as starting point 
the fact that any congruence (2, 2) is contained in a linear complex 
Cj] and that its singular points and planes form a system described 
in Art. 29 for six linear complexes in mutual involution, of which 
Cj is one. 

266. Distribution of the Singular Points. Any two 

singular points Si and S 2 are conjugate in two of the six 
fundamental linear complexes associated with the focal surface; 
for S 2 must be contained in one of the six singular planes ir 
through S x \ let Si be the pole for Ci of this plane it and S 2 
for Cj, then from the involution of Ci and Cj there is one plane ir' 
through SxS 3 for which Si is the pole for Cj and S 2 the pole for (?»•; 
thus SjS, belongs to each of the complexes Ci and Cj, and it is seen 
that through the join of any two singular points there pass two 
singular planes. 

Any three singular points S lf S 2 , S s , which are non-conjugate 
to each other in any particular complex Ci, must lie in a singular 
plane; for let S x and S 2 be conjugate in Cj and C k , S 2 and S s in Ci 
and C my S s and S x in C n and C r , then all these six complexes cannot 
be different from Ci unless at least two of them are the same, e.g. 
Cj=C n , here S^and S x St belong to Cj, i.e. Sx is the pole of S 1 S 2 S $ 
for Cj, hence the plane SiS 2 S 3 , or ir, is a singular plane. Moreover 
in this case S 2 is the pole of ir for C k and S s the pole of ir for C r , 
i.e. S 2 and S 3 are conjugate in C k and C r . It follows that there is 
a plane ir' through S 2 S % for which S % is the pole for C r and S $ the 
pole for Ck, and 8 l9 S 2 , S z form a system described in Art. 26, in 
which the three singular planes through S&, S 2 S S , S 9 Si respectively, 
distinct from tt, meet in a singular point S 4 , which is the pole of 
these respective planes for C r , Cj, (7*. Hence the four points 
S^ S s , S 9 , S 4 are mutually non-conjugate for d. 

There is no point outside ir, except S 4 , which is non-conjugate 
to Si, S 2 , S s for Ci; for if S were such a point then the plane 
SSiS % would be a singular plane, i.e. S must lie in the second 
singular plane through SiS 2 , similarly it must lie in the other 
singular planes through S 2 S 9 , S 9 Si, i.e. it must coincide with S 4 . 

The number of tetrahedra whose vertices are non-conjugate to 
each other for Ci is 40 ; for in any singular plane three points of 
the system non-conjugate in (7< may be selected in 10 ways, and 
each selection determines a fourth point outside the plane non- 
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conjugate to them in C»; thus the number of such tetrahedra is 
10 x 16 = 160, but in this process each tetrahedron occurs four 
times, hence the number of the required tetrahedra is 40. 

267. Every (2, 2) is included in 40 tetrahedral com- 
plexes*. Let the points S lt S iy S 9 , S 4 be non-conjugate in C u and 
denote by a the singular plane 
StSsSi having 8 as its pole in 
C lt and by <r' the singular plane 
S 2 8 s 8 4 having S' as its pole in 0, ; 
take also any line S^P of the 
pencil (S u <r); then of the two 
rays from any point of fi^P one 
belongs to ($, a) and the other 
to a regulus p. The line S'P 
belongs to p, hence a is a tangent 
plane of p; also since S x and S a 
are non-conjugate, the null-plane 
of S 2 will meet SjP in a point 
different from 8 lt so that p passes 
through S 9 , and the trace of p on 
a is S'P and a line through S 9 ; hence the regvli p make the pencils 
(Si, <r), (<S 2 , <*') projective, these reguli there/ore belong to a tetra- 
hedral complex. 

The other two vertices of the fundamental tetrahedron must 
be jS>, and S 49 since when P coincides with one of them, the regulus 
(S X P) must break up into two pencils of which one has P for centre, 
i.e. these vertices must be S s and S 4 . 

Each set of four points mutually non-conjugate in C x gives rise 
to a tetrahedral complex to which the given system (2, 2) belongs, 
hence any (2, 2) is contained in 40 tetrahedral complexes. 

268. The Kummer Configuration. The closed system of 
16 points and planes determined by six complexes mutually in 
involution has been already investigated, (Art. 14); a table showing 
the configuration of the system can now be constructed. The 
following notation is due to Weberf; denote by (1) any singular 
plane and let its poles in C lt ... C 6 be d<yaoted respectively by 0, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16 ; let also the null-plane of in C % be (2), then, from 
the involution of C x and C„ 12 will be the pole of (2) in (7,; 

* See Arts. 123, 146. f CrelU'i Journal, Bd. lxxxiv. S. 849. 
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eimilarly for the planes (3), (4), (5), (6) the null-planes of in 
0%, G*i C*> "Ce respectively. Again denote by 23 the pole of (2) in 
C„ then since is the pole of (2) in C 2 and of (3) in C z it follows 
that 23 is the pole of (3) in G % ; similarly for the points 24, 25, 26, 
the poles of (2) in C 4i C 6t C 6 respectively. By a process identical 
with the preceding, 34, 35, 36, 45, 46, 56 will denote similar points, 
and the first six columns of the table are completed. All the 
singular points have now been accounted for. To complete the 
table, denote by (123) the plane whose pole in C x is 23, etc.; the 
singular planes are now all designated and the top row completed. 

Again from consideration of the columns beneath (3) and (123), 
it is clear, from the involution of the complexes, that the second 
place in the latter column must be filled up by 13, and from 
comparing (2) and (123) that the third place is occupied by 12 ; in 
this way to the points 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 are assigned their places 
in each of the remaining columns, each of which has now three 
places occupied. Lastly, the plane (123) which contains 12, 13, 23 
can contain no other point of which one member is 1, 2 or 3, e.g. if 
it contained 14 it would have three points in common with (1), if 
it contained 24 it would have three points in common with (2) and 
so on, hence it can only contain 45, 46, 56 whose places are at once 
determined from consideration of the involution of the complexes 
and the arrangement of the first six columns; thus the column below 
(123) is filled up ; similarly for each of the other singular planes. 





(1) 


(«) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(«) 


(123) 


(124) 


(135) 


(1*6) 


(134) 


(135) 


(13*) 


(145) 


(146) 


(156) 


I 





12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


23 


24 


25 


26 


34 


35 


36 


45 


46 


56 


II 
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23 


24 


25 


26 


13 


14 


15 


16 


56 


46 


45 


86 


35 


34 


III 


18 


28 





34 


35 


36 


12 


56 


46 


45 


14 


15 


16 


26 


25 


24 


IV 


14 


24 


84 





45 


46 


56 


12 


36 


35 


13 


26 


25 


15 


16 


23 


V 


15 


25 


35 


45 





56 


46 


36 


12 


84 


26 


13 


24 


14 


23 j 16 


VI 


16 

1 


26 


36 


46 


56 





45 


35 


34 


12 


25 


24 


13 


23 


14 j 15 



269. The Weber groups. It may be shown that if six 
points selected in a certain manner from a Kummer configuration 
be given, the remaining points and planes of the system are 
determined. The following considerations will make this clear. 
If P, Q, R be any three points of the system, P and Q are 
conjugate in two complexes, say C. and Cp, while P and R 
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are also conjugate in two complexes, of which either one complex 
or neither complex is the same as C a or C p . In the first case let 
C a and C y be the complexes in which P and R are conjugate, 
then P, Q t R lie in a plane of the system, viz., in that for which 
P is the pole for C a . In the second case let P and JR be 
conjugate in C y and C&; here P, Q, R do not lie in a plane of the 
system, for if so, P being then the pole of the plane in one 
complex, PQ, PR would both have to belong to one complex 
of the system, which is here not the case ; it follows that Q 
and R are conjugate in the two remaining complexes C ti C 9 . 

It should also be observed that if upon the line of intersection 
of two planes <r t a of the system there are two points which are 
conjugate in two complexes Op and C y , then the poles of a and a 
for any third complex G a are conjugate in C^ and C y ; for if S, S' 
are the latter points and S 2 the pole of a for C fi and of </ for C y , 
then S t S 2 are conjugate in C a and Op and S', S 2 conjugate in C a 
and C yt therefore SS' are conjugate in C fi and C y . 

Six points S ly S 2f S 9 , S 4 , S 59 S which will be seen to determine 
the rest of the system are now to be chosen as follows : — take any 
point Si and let its null-plane in C x be a lt in a x let S*, S 5 be the 
points whose joins to Si are conjugate in C 1} G a and C ly C t respec- 
tively; the null -plane of S 2 in C x being <r 2 , in <r 2 take S % so that 
S 2 , S 8 are conjugate in C x and C fii and in <r,, the null-plane of S s 
for C u take S 4 so that S 9 , S 4 are conjugate in C x and C y . 

We shall express the fact that any two points SS' of the 
system are conjugate in two complexes C a , Cp by saying that SS' 
is aj3; with this notation it is seen that 

8,S q is li, S 2 S S is 1ft S,S 4 is 1^, S& is 17. 

It follows that S 2 St is oi and therefore that S S S 5 is yS, hence 
S^ must be 15. 

Thus the points S x ... S 6 are such that the null-plane of each 
for (?! is that of the lines joining it to the two adjacent points S. 
Again, take the lines in a x which 
are Itf and IS, and let Sp, S 6 be 
the other points of the system 
on these lines respectively; then 
through SpS& pass two planes 
of the system of which one is 
<j l and the other is a plane which 
will be denoted by a ; let the pole 
for C x _oi <r be S. Then S fi S s 
being £6, so also is SS X the join Fig. 10. 




269] THE CONGRUENCE (2, 2) 301 

of the poles of a and <r x for C x \ therefore S x S a being la, SS 2 

must be ye, similarly, S8 9 is- a6, SS 4 is fie, 8S 5 is 07; thus all 
the points Si...S 5 lie outside <r. 

Again since S and S t are the poles of cr and cr 2 for 6 f ly and 

SS a is 76, the line of intersection .of cr and <r 2 is 76, so that the 
connexion between <r a and a is similar to that between a- Y and cr, 
and so for all the planes a z ... <r 5 ; hence all the points /S 2 ... S 5 are 
related in the same manner to a. 

It will now be shown that having given the points 
S, S lt & 2 , S3, £> 4 , iS s the remaining points and planes of the 
system may be linearly determined; for the planes cr,, ... a s 
belong to the system, and so also does each plane such as SS^S 5 , 

for the line3 SS it S 2 S 5 , S 5 S being ye, ae, 07, the points 88^ are 
non-conjugate in C, and hence the plane SS 9 S S is a plane of the 
system ; and so for each plane through S and the five diagonals 

of the pentagon S x ... S 5 . Again 8S 2 being ye and SS 5 being ay, 

the plane SS 9 S 5 will meet cr in a line I7, i.e. in the line SSi, 

if Si is the pole of a for C y ; hence Si'S 2 is le and £i'£ 8 is la, i.e. 
Si lies in <r 9 and <r 8 and is therefore the point (crjcrecr/), if cr/ 
is (SSzS s ); similarly the other points of the system in a are 
determined. Lastly, if the singular point in <r u not yet referred 

to, be denoted by $,, then S x Si is I7 and hence S^ is 07, but for 
<Ti the point S 5 is the pole for C 9 and for a* the point S is the pole 
for C 9 , hence the line of intersection of <r x and cr,', (which passes 

through £ 9 ), must be 07, ie. this line is S 9 Si ; similarly Si lies in 
the intersection of cr/ and <r lf therefore Sj is the point (c^cr/cr/). 
The four points SI,, # 8 , jS 4 , § 8 are similarly determined, and the 
positions of the 16 singular points are now known. To determine 

the five remaining planes, we observe that since S t 8i is I7 and 

S x S t is aJ5, therefore S& is $e; also S 3 S S is le, hence S^ is IE; 

similarly Si§ 4 is 1/3, thus 8iS 9 S 4 is the null-plane of S x for C x \ 
this plane with the four other similar planes completes the system. 
Observe that the relationship of the pentagon SiS^S^S^ to a is 
similar to that of SiS^S t S A S n to a. 

Each pentagon SiS 9 8 s S 4 S 8 determines one plane cr; if cr be 
given there are 12 such pentagons, for S x may be taken in 
10 ways, and then S a , 8 6 in three ways, then S if S 4 in two ways 
giving £x 10x3x2 = 12 ways ; thus the total number of pentagons 
is 16x12 = 192. 
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270. Reguli of the congruence. It has been seen, 
(Art. 264), that if I is any line of the pencil (S', a), where 
S' is any singular point in a singular plane a whose pole for 
C l is 8, the surface (I) is a regulus p, and that, if a is the 
null-plane of S' for C lf the trace of p on a is a line V of the 
pencil (S, </). This regulus p -will pass through the six singular 
points not in <t or a, and will have their null-planes for C^ as 
tangent planes ; on each of these six planes therefore, part of the 
trace of p is a line which must pass through a singular point 
in the plane; hence the rays of the congruence (2, 2), distributed 
in reguli,- make eight pencils (8/, <r % ) projective to each other. 

Taking the original pencils (8, a), (S' f a) and any other 
of the remaining six pencils (#/, <r % ); the lines which meet 
corresponding lines of these three pencils form the congruence : 
a congruence (2, 2) may therefore be regarded as the locus of lines 
which meet corresponding lines of three projective pencils, of which 
two pencils have a common self-corresponding line. 

Another method of formation of this congruence is the 

following: — take any two points Sj and S 2 which are a/3, take 
also points S s , S 4 such that S 1 S S is 

/8y and StS 4 is /3y, then S X S 4 is ay, 

S 2 S S is ay &c. and each pair of 

opposite edges of the tetrahedron 

£i£jS s /S>4 are conjugate for the same 

two complexes, (Art. 26). Then, as 

in Art. 260, the regulus p, which is 

the surface (SiP), passes through jS 2 

and the pole 8 of a (or #ijS> a S 4 ) for C 1% 

and also through six other singular 

points of which S s and the pole 

S for C x of the plane a (or 8 2 S t S A ), Fig ' n - 

are two ; hence, since a contains a line of p, the trace of p on a is 

a line through S z . These reguli p make the pencils (S lt a), (S z , <r) 

projective, and determine on S a S 4 a (1, 1) correspondence of points 

of which S 2 and S 4 are the united points. 

In the same manner if S^' be j5S and S 2 S 4 ' be /5S, then S 4 ' 
lies in <f, and the surfaces (SP) or p determine on 8 % S 4 a (1, 1) 
correspondence of which S* and S 4 ' are united points; lastly if 

S,£," and S 2 S 4 " be /8c, S 4 " lies in a and a (1, 1) correspondence 
is established on S % S 4 " of which S a and S 4 " are united points. 
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Thus it is clear that the eight singular points through which 
the reguli p pass are 8 lt S 9 , S 9 \ S s " and S, S t S', S"; the reguli 
make the four pencils (Si, a), (S $ , a), (S 9 \ </), (£,", <r") projective 
to each other. 

Moreover since S lt S 2 , S 3f S,', S 9 " lie in the same plane, viz. the 
null-plane of S, for Cp, the four projective pencils have the corre- 
sponding lines SiSz, S s S it £,'£*, S 9 "Sz concurrent and coplanar; 
hence, since three of these pencils are sufficient to determine the 
congruence, a congruence (2, 2) is the locus of the oo 2 lines which 
meet corresponding lines of three projective pencils which have three 
coiTesponding lines concurrent and coplano,r*. 

271. A congruence (2, 2) includes ten sets of oo 1 
regulif. Taking one of the tetrahedral complexes T 2 , in which the 
congruence is contained, as having the equation p u p M — kpisPm = 0, 
the equations 

p u = k\p Ui \p u = p* y p a = pp ls + <rp M + rpu, 

give oo * reguli which belong to T J , the first two complexes being 
the special ones whose directrices are two lines of the respective 
pencils (A 4i ai), (A lt a*). If (7= Xcikpa is the linear complex to 
which the congruence belongs, any of the preceding reguli of T 2 
which belong to C must identically satisfy the equation 2ci*Pi* = 0; 
hence substituting in the latter equation we obtain 

Cu -f A:\da + pc n = 0, c 14 + ac M = 0, c tt + — + tCjj = 0. 

A» 

These equations show that a is a constant, and determine p 
and t in terms of X, and hence give the oo 1 reguli of the system 
corresponding to the two pencils (-4^ a 4 ), (A*, c^). In a similar 
manner we obtain five other sets of reguli, each of which passes 
through two vertices of the tetrahedron and touches two faces of 
it : six varieties of oo l reguli thus arise. 

Again taking as the equation of T* 

A (x? + xf) + B (xf + ar 4 a ) + C (x? + xf) = 0, 

the substitution 

yt y* y* 

X% = . =. , *P 4 — .. — — , Xq = 



* Compare with Art. 260. 

t This has been already shown in Art. 118. 
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gives as the locus of y a tetrahedral complex Tj having the same 
fundamental tetrahedron as T 2 , and whose complex cones and 
complex conies are "images " of reguli of T*, (Art. 116). 

Since each complex cone of Tj has a generator through each 
vertex of the tetrahedron, and hence contains the four lines 

yi=±*y 2 > y* = ±iy4, ys=±iy<, 

(where the signs are to be taken all positive or two negative), the 
corresponding regulus of T % will also contain four lines of this 
description, i.e. will pass through the vertices of the tetrahedron. 
Similarly the regulus which corresponds to a complex conic of Tj 
will have a generator in each of the four faces of the fundamental 
tetrahedron ; we thus obtain oo * reguli of T 2 through each vertex, 
and oo 4 reguli touching each face of the fundamental tetrahedron. 

To a regulus of T* which belongs to the complex C, whose 
equation may be taken as Xc;#j = 0, will correspond a cone or 
complex conic of T^ which belongs to the complex 

^l , C« C% C4 



while the latter complex must be special, since it contains a cone 
or the tangents of a conic, hence 

~2 1" ' ., ' r ~f; — U. 

A + fi B -t- ft G + a* 

The last equation gives two values of /*, having roots /^ and /x,; 
thus the cones or conies of T^*, T^ whose vertices or planes are 

united to the respective lines ( -: — 1 - - - , ... J, \ . l , ... ), 

F WA+fr 1 WA + fr J 

give rise to four sets of reguli of T* which belong to C. Thus 

there are in all ten varieties of 00 l reguli which belong to the 

congruence. 

272. Focal surface of the intersection of any two 
complexes. . The focal surface of the intersection of any two 
complexes may be determined analytically as follows : let /= 0, 
= be any two complexes, then if x is a ray of the system 
determined by them, all rays consecutive to x satisfy the 
equations 



(»£)-* (»S-» 
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The directrices of this linear congruence being z, /, it is clear 
that 

where Xi, X, are the roots of the equation 

\0XiJ oxi oxi . \dxi/ 

The intersection of x with z and z' gives the points of contact, 
P, P' of a? with the focal surface, and the planes (xz), (x/) are its 
tangent planes at P and P 7 ; hence if y is any tangent to the 
focal surface 

where X is either ^ or X^. 

Applying to the congruence (2, 2), we have 

/= A W + ^)4BW + ^) + C 0r 5 a + xf), 

<f> = X c'i#i, 
and the equations for the determination of y are 
p.yi=(fi+A)x 1 + *te lt p.yt = (ji + B)x s + \c z , p.y 5 = (/i,+ C)#5+Xc5, 
P-yj=0* + ^)*a + toj> p.y4=(/M + B)x 4 +*Kc4, />.y 6 =(/A + (7)# e +Xc 6 . 

The elimination between these equations and the equations 
y\=0, 0=*O, of the quantities x it X, /a, leads to the equation of the 
focal surface in line coordinates. 

273. Double rays of special congruences (2, 2)*. If the 
complex (ex) — contains an edge of the fundamental tetrahedron 
of the tetrahedral complex, a particular case of the congruence 
(2, 2) arises; e.g. let C contain the edge A x A 2i then we have 
Cj — ic 2 = ; in this case A X A 2 is a double ray of the congruence, 
since at each point of it there is only one ray, viz. the line A X A 2 . 
For those tangents y of the focal surface which meet A X A 2 we 
have y x — iy* = 0, hence for such tangents fi 4- A = in the above 
set of equations, substituting for p. and eliminating x s , x 4t x 6 , x $ 
and X by aid of the last four of the equations of the last Article, 
we find that y belongs to the quadratic complex # 

fays - Cs.Vi) 8 + (c x y A - c 4 y i Y (c x y 5 - c, y x y + (c x y 6 - c 6 y x )* _ 
B-A + C-A - u ' 

and also to the linear complex y x — iy 2 = 0. 

Hence the tangents to the focal surface in any plane through 
le r 

iJThe following classification of congruences (2, 2) which have a double ray is 
3 e 1 W. Stahl. 

& J. 20 
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A X A* envelope a conic, therefore the focal surface is a Pliicker's 
surface of which A X A 2 is the double line. 

(ii) If the complex (c#) = also passes through the edge 
A l A Zi then Cj — ic 4 = 0, and the focal surface is a Pliicker surface 
in which A x A t is also a double line : the congruence has two 
intersecting double rays. 

(iii) If the complex (or) = passes through A X A* and A 9 A 49 
then d = Cj = 0, and tangents y of the focal surface which meet 
A X A 2 also meet A 9 A 4t and are therefore generators of the focal 
surface, since they meet it in the point of contact of x and the 
double lines A x A %t A 9 A 4 \ such lines y also belong to the quadratic 
complex F 8 * + Y 4 *+Y 6 * + F 6 * = 0, where F„ F 4 , F 5 , F 6 are linear 
functions of y 9i y 4f y 5 , y 6 ; as is easily seen by eliminating x 9f x 4y 
a? 5 , x 9t X, p from the last four equations of the last Article. Thus 
these lines y are generators of a ruled quartic with two double 
directrices, i.e. of the class I ; this surface is here the focal surface : 
the congruence has two non-intersecting double rays. 

(iv) If (ca?) = passes through A x A 2i A % A t1 A 9 A 4 , the focal 
surface is a ruled quartic which has A Y A %y A 9 A 4 as double 
directrices and A 2 A t as double generator, i.e. belongs to class VII : 
the congruence has three double rays. 

(v) If (c#) = passes through A X A^ A 9 A 9i A 9 A 4t A 4 A lt the 
focal surface has four double lines and hence must consist of two 
quadrics which have two generators of each system in common. 
Hence the congruence (4, 4) of the double tangents of two quadrics 
becomes, when the quadrics have two generators of each system in 
common, two congruences (2, 2). 

For the species (iii) the following theorem holds : any regulus 
through A x A 9f A 9 A 4 and one other ray of the congruence belongs 
entirely to the congruence ; for if X is the additional ray, such a 
regulus is given by the equations 

p.Wi^a + fi + Xi, p.x 9 = X 9 , p.x 9 = X 9t 
p. #» = (a — /8)i-f-5T 2 , p.x 4 = X 4> p.x B = X 9 . 

Now since it is given that 

c 9 X 9 + c 4 X 4 + c 6 X 6 + CbX 6 = 0, 

(B-A)(Xf + X 4 *) + (C-A)(Xf + X.*)-0', 
it follows that two equations of the same form as the last are also 
satisfied by x, i.e. the regulus of lines x belongs entirely to the 

congruence. 

Thus from the two given double rays d x and d 2 and any regji'lus 
p of the system not containing d x and d 2 the whole system ca, 
constructed by forming the oo l reguli determined by dj, d* andj 
generator of p. j 

i 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



THE GENERAL COMPLEX. 
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^274. Many of the leading characteristics of the quadratic 
complex are seen to belong also to a complex /(#) = (), of any 
degree n. For instance, the lines of this general Complex through 
any point form a cone whose degree is n, and those in any plane 
envelope a curve whose class is n. Since, x and y being any two 
intersecting lines, the equation f(x + Xy) = 0, when expanded 
becomes 

/(«) + XA/+^A«/+ = 0, 

where A = 2y< ~— , this gives n values for X, i.e. there are n lines of 

OXi 

the complex in any plane pencil. 

The equation A/"= 2yir^- = 0, in which a? is a given line, is 

said to be a linear polar complex of /= 0. If x belongs to /= 0, 
the equation A/=0 is one member of the singly infinite set of 
lineaf complexes 

the e |are called the tangent linear complexes of/(#) = 0*. 

xi.tdach of these complexes contains x and every line x + dx 
confc is consecutive to x in the given complex f(x) = ; since for 
n i consecutive lines we have 

n any line x of /= 0, a correlation is established between its 
s and their polar planes in a tangent linear complex for x : 
ame correlation is determined by each of the tangent linear 

* See Art. 74. 

20—2 



Oil. 

le 



tD 



308 THE GENERAL COMPLEX [CH. X^ T 

complexes of x, the polar plane of any point P of x being t r 8 
tangent plane through x to the complex cone of P. 

£ e 

275. The Singular Surfece. Again, as in the case of t^e 
quadratic complex, we consider such tangent linear complexes as aro 
special ; and as in Arts. 76, 157 we find as the necessary conditio 



«©-* 



This becomes 2 (^—) =0, if we take g>(#)=0 as beit 



_«uA. 



*4> 

fet 

.al 
i 
te 

Xatf = 0. Hence the lines of f(x) = whose tangent linear com- 
plexes are special satisfy the equations 

'«-«• s (i)'-°- 

These oo 2 lines are called, as before, singular lines of f(x) = 0. 

If x be a singular line, the pencil (x, ^- J consists of directrices 

of special tangent linear complexes. These directrices therefore 
form a complex, which cousists of oo * plane pencils. 

If all the lines of such a pencil intersect any given line a, 
we have 

<«.)-0, («£)-* /(«)-0, 2(g)- 0. 

These equations determine, if a is given, 4w(n — l) a sundries 

lines x t for each of which the pencil ( x, /- j meets a. This im m 

occur in two ways; either on account of a passing througW/^ 
centre of the pencil, or on account of a lying in the plane olongs 
pencil ; from the duality of the subject, there will be as vsh a 
solutions of one kind as of the other. Hence the locus oij 

points f x, ^- J is a surface of degree 2« (n — 1)*, and the envi 
of the planes ( x, J- ) is a surface whose class is 2n(n — 1)*. 

These surfaces are identical 9 ; for, denoting V. by f, if P, h 

i aiso 
any two consecutive points of the first locus, let P be the j .• 

(x, f) and P the point (a/, £'), where l 

x' = x + dx, f = ? + df. ^i us 

Then S^ft - 0, 1 (x { + <&<) (ft + d&) = 0, 

* This was shown by Pasch ; see reference on page 92. 
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and neglecting small quantities of the second order, since we have 
2&(&r* = 0, therefore 2^dfi = 0, hence 

so that the four lines x, f, x\ %' form a twisted quadrilateral, and 
the point P 7 lies in the plane (x, f), if small quantities of the 
second order are neglected. 

We therefore obtain one surface, the Singular Surface of the 
complex, which is both the locus of the singular paints (x, % ) and 
the envelope of the singular planes (x f % ). 

In the tangent linear complexes of a singular line x, the plane 
(a?, f ) is the polar plane of each point of x ; therefore the complex 
cones of /= 0, whose vertices lie on x, touch (x, f) along x. 

276. If y is any line through the singular point, we have 
2y»a* = 0, 2y % fi = 0, hence 

f(x + \y)^~ly i y k / ik + +* n f{y)\ 

therefore in the pencil (x, y) there are only n — 2 lines of/ distinct 
from x f hence the complex cone of f for a singular point has the 
singular line for double edge. 

If y also lies on the cone of the complex Sy^/i^O for ther 

^^ singular point, the pencil (x, y) contains only n — 3 lines of f 

^*flistinct from x, hence the complex cone of 2y»y*/ik = for the 

regular point must split up into two planes ; they are the pair of 

agent planes through the singular line to the complex cone of / 

said * the singular point. 

7* e € Reciprocally, the complex curves in the planes through any 

line *igular line x have the singular point as point of contact with x, 

xcept in the case of the singular plane. Let y lie in the singular 

Jane and also satisfy the equation ^ytykfik = 0, then, as before, 

the,he curve of the latter complex in the singular plane must split up 

nto a pair of points whose centres lie on the singular line; the^. 

complex curve of/ in the singular plane touches the singular line 

>un these two points, i.e. has the singular line as a bitangent. 

277. If r 1} « 8 are the two planes into which the complex cone of 
<h yiVkfik—^ breaks up for a singular point P, and a the polar plane for P of a 

aigent linear complex for x of the complex Fs 2 ( 4r^ ] =0, then e x , c 8 , a, 

®*hd the singular plans form a harmonic pencil ; for let v be any line of the 

16 3/* 

ancil (P, a), then 2i?i sp =0 ; also the lines of Sy^/a^O which are contained 
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in the pencil (£, v) are obtained by substituting £+At> for y in the last 
equation, giving 

dF 

which, since 2^ ^— =0, reduces to 

whence the result follows as stated above. 

Reciprocally if £ ly E % are the points into which the complex conic of 
Sy^t/tf— breaks up for the singular plane, and A the vertex of the cone of 
F upon x for which the singular plane is the tangent plane, the points 
E l9 E i9 A and the singular point are four harmonic points. 

278. The Principal Surfaces. The significance of the 
Principal Surfaces, as being the analogues of the lines of curvature 
of a hypersurface, has already been noticed (Art 228). In relation 
to them a result may be given here which is the extension 
of a theorem shown in connexion with the linear complex 
(Art. 41). On each line x of any ruled surface of the complex 
y(#) = 0, a (1, 1) correspondence exists between the point of 
contact with the surface of any plane ir through x and the point 
of contact of x with the complex curve in ir) the latter point 
being the pole of ir in the tangent linear complexes of x. There 
are, therefore, two planes ir for each of which the point of contact 
of 7r with the surface coincides with the pole of ir in these tangent 
complexes. The locus of such points, of which there are thus two 
Q, Q' on each generator, is a curve k. If now the given surface is 
a principal surface, the complex f(x) = is ' touched ' by a tangent 
linear complex along x and also along a generator consecutive to x 
(Art. 132), so that this tangent complex contains three consecutive 
generators of the surface ; hence, by Art 41, since two consecutive 
tangents of k at Q belong to the same linear complex, the 
osculating plane of k at Q is the tangent plane of the surface at Q, 
i.e. t the curve k is a principal tangent curve of the surface. 

That the (1, 1) correspondence of points upon adjust noticed is 
an involution may be shown as follows : — the coordinates of x are 

functions of one variable #, and the complex Xyi(xi + a~j\ =0 

has at each point P of x the tangent plane ir as its polar 

plane ; for the lines of this complex through P intersect both x, 

dx 
the generator through P, and the consecutive generator x + -^ dd. 
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Also this complex is in involution with any tangent linear 
complex of x ; for 

= 0, since fix + -^ dd) = 0. 

Hence the (1, 1) correspondence of points is an involution, 
a pair of corresponding points being, as stated, the point of 
contact of it with the surface and the pole of it in any tangent 
linear complex of x ; the double points of the involution are the 
two points Q, Q of k which lie upon x. 

279. Independent constants of the complex. A homo- 
geneous equation/(#) = of the nth degree in six variables contains 

(n + l)(n+ 2)(n + 3) (n + 4)(n + 5) 

5! 

terms ; but the complex represented by f(x) = 0, is also represented 
by ^ (x) =f(x) + co (x) . <f> (x) =s 0, where <f> is any expression of 
degree (n — 2) in the variables, and a> (x) = is the fundamental 
relation. So that the complex contains 

(n-l)n(w + l)(n + 2)(n + 3) 

5! 

arbitrary constants, viz. the coefficients of <f>. 

(ft yip (x) 

The expression 1A& ^ r ^ is a covariant of & (n being 
supposed greater than two), where the A& are the first minors of 
A the discriminant of co (x). Hence if we assume %A& -^-^— = 0> 

we have as many linear equations between the coefficients of 
f and <f> as there are coefficients of <f>. The indeterminateness of 
the equation of the complex is now removed. The equation of the 
complex i|r = 0, under these conditions, is said to be in its normal 
form. When co (x) = 2#i*, this condition becomes yfra = (see 
Art. 87). 

280. The Special Complex. Any pencil of lines defines 
a surface element. The condition for united position of two 
consecutive pencils will now be investigated. Let 

(a if bi), (ai + dai, bi + db { ) 

be two consecutive pencils ; if the plane of the first pencil passes 
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through the centre of the second pencil, there is one line of the 
second pencil which meets all the lines of the first. Now since 

o>i + dai, bi + db{ 

are two intersecting lines we see that 

Xaidai, Xbidbi, 2 (a{dbi + bida*) 

are each small quantities of the second order ; also for some value 
of the ratio p/a- and for all values of X 

2 (a* + \bi) (p.Oi + dai + a . b{ + dbi) = 0, 

hence p2.aida.i + a^didbi = 0, 

pUbidai + albidbi = ; 

therefore, ignoring small quantities of the second order, the- 
required condition is seen to be that either of the following 
equivalent equations should hold, viz. 

2oid6j = 0, Xbidcii^O. 

If the condition is satisfied we have in the most general case 
oo* pencils whose centres lie on a surface which is touched by 
their planes; a more special case is that of the oo 1 pencils of 
planes through the tangents of a curve, or the tangent planes of a 
developable and their points of contact. 

Consider a line complex <f> = for each of whose lines the 
conditiou 2(^-M =0 is satisfied either identically, or, as a 

consequence of <f> = 0, Hx? = ; the condition expresses that ~- 

is a line; and considering the pencil (x it ^-), since for all lines 

of the complex consecutive to Xi we have 2 ^ dxi = 0, this pencil 

OXi 

satisfies the above condition ; hence in general all the lines Xi are 
tangents to one surface ; the complex consists therefore of the oo * 
tangents to this surface. Such a complex is said to be special. 

281. Congruences and their Focal Surfaces*. The 

lines common to two complexes f = 0, <f> = of degrees m and n 
respectively, form a doubly infinite set of lines or a congruence f. 
Through any point there pass win lines of the congruence, viz. 

* On the subject of this Article, see Vosa, " Ueber Complexe und Congruenzen," 
Math. Ann. ix. 

+ The chief properties of a line-congruence have been already discussed in 
Chapter xiv. The congruences here considered are those which consist of the 
complete intersection of two complexes. 
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the intersections of the complex cones of f and <f> ; in any plane 
there lie mn lines of the congruence, viz. the common tangents 
of the complex curves of f and <f>. 

On any line x of the congruence there are two sets of points 
in (1, 1) correspondence, for any plane ir through x has two points 
P and P 7 as its poles in the tangent linear complexes of x for 
f and <f> respectively ; hence there are two united points F and F' 
at which these tangent complexes have a common polar plane. 
Analytically, these points are obtained as follows : — if (F, tt) is a 
pencil common to the tangent complexes and y the line of the 
pencil which meets any line a, we have 

tyM = % ^ - 2y t - g* = %» ca = Zy* = ; 

hence F and F' are determined. 

All the lines of the congruence consecutive to x satisfy the 
equations 

*£-«• **£-»•> 

the directrices of this linear congruence are z and *', where 

dxi dx{ dx{ dxi 

Xa, \, being the roots of 

\dxi/ dxi dxi \dxj 

The points F, F' are called ' focal points ' and the corresponding 
planes ' focal planes ' of the congruence, 
hence for F the plane (x, z) is the 
focal plane and for F' the plane (x, J). 

The Iocub of focal points and the 
envelope of focal planes give the same 
surface f; for consider a consecutive 
line x' = x + dx of the congruence, 
then „. ,_ 

Fig. 12. 

Xxidxi = 2 ^ d#* = 2 ^ cfcr* == ; 

OXi OXi 

to of will correspond as directrices f, f ', where 

b-f + ^ + t^ + ^P+S** 

OXi dxi dxi dxi dxi 

* See Art. 272. f See Art. 236. 
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Hence 2a\?i = £r^ =s £#/ & = 2a:/ ^ = ; 

Therefore the lines a?, a/, f, * form a, twisted quadrilateral and 
the focal point (a/, f) lies in the focal plane (a?, z) t neglecting 
throughout small quantities of the second order. A similar result 
holds for the focal plane (x, z*). Hence the focal planes (x t z\ 
(x, z') envelope the surface which is the locus of $he focal points, 
but the focal plane of F is the tangent plane at F' and vice versd ; 
i.e., the lines of the congruence are double tangents of the focal 
surface, the focal planes of F and F / being the tangent planes of 
this surface at F' and F respectively. 

If y is any tangentW the focal surface we have 

the equation of the focal surface liNJine-coorclinates ia obtained by 
eliminating as, X, /*, p from the lastwf fc °f equations and /= 0, 
£ = 0, 2^=0, and 

\0XiJ dxi dxi ^""^ \»&/ 

282. Any line x of the congruence touches the com* 61 curves of/ and ^ 
in any plane n through x in two points P and Q heV 06 tbere are tw0 
complex cones of / and <f> respectively, having their verticW 8 on *> *» which 
n is a tangent plane. % j 

These points P and Q have with the focal points F F' vSttf* a *$*** 
double ratio independent of the plane n. ' ^M * 

For draw through F and F' respectively two lines r and H in *' then 
we have ^B 

also the lines joining the point (r, ») to P and Q being r+u,« r J^"- *" 
they respectively belong to the tangent linear complexes ^^ 

wehave ^g+M^g-0, *g + M,g-a 

But the double ratio of the lines r, «, r +,,,«, r+^i being * 

/** 

(FPF'Q)**& =, °** _^ £*< _ *i 
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283. Degree and class of the Focal Surface. The 

focal surface being the locus of points whose complex cones in 
f and <f> touch, and also the envelope of planes whose complex 
curves touch, it follows that the degree and class of the focal 
surface are equal. If a line a* meets two consecutive and 
intersecting lines x, x + dx of the congruence, then So^- = 0, 
Xdidxi = 0, also we have 

2 J- dxi = 2 ~ dxi = Xxidxi = Sda:* 8 = 0. 

OX{ OXi 

Hence the dxi are proportional to the coordinates of a line 
which belongs to the regulus 

moreover because x belongs to this regulus and since Xxtdxi = 0, 
the regulus must consist of two pencils, hence (Art. 59), 

3/ 







Xdi 



dxi 



Xa { 



d/ 



So{ 



dxi 
d<f> 



^ 



OXi 

dxi dx{ 






= 0. 



fail 

dx{ dxi dxi 

On account of this equation and the equations 

IdiXi =/= <f> = 0, 

we obtain 4mn (m + n — 2) 

lines x such that a meets x and a line of the congruence con- 
secutive to x) so that a either passes through the intersection 
of x and x + dx or lies in their plane, therefore 

degree of focal surface = class of focal surface = 2mn (m + n — 2). 

Since the order and class of the congruence are each equal to 
rnn, if r is the rank of the congruence, we see from Art. 237 

2mn (m + n — 2) = 2mn (mn — 1) — 2r, 

hence r = mn (m - 1) (n — 1)*. 

The focal surface may split up into two surfaces ; this will 
occur if 



\0XiJ \dXi/ \ OXi OXi/ 



* See Art. 248. 



316 THE GENERAL COMPLEX [CH. XVII 

is a perfect square, the two focal points being then given rationally. 
For instance in the case of the congruence of the singular lines 



'- ' 2 (f<) W = ' 



the determinant of the last article becomes 

\ dxj \ dxi** dxi ' dxi \dxj dxj ' 

The focal surface breaks up into two surfaces, of which one is 
the singular surface of f= ; since, if the point lies on the 
singular surface, two of the singular lines through it coincide; 
similarly for each tangent plane of the singular surface ; so that 
the equations 

/= F = laiXi = 2a< f£ = 

OXi 

relate to the points and planes of the singular surface which are 
united to a ; thus the degree and class of the singular surface 
are seen to be 2n(n — l) a *. 

The solutions of 

relate to the other portion of the focal surface, which is therefore 
of degree and class 2n (n — 1) (on — 7) f. 

The lines which satisfy the equations 

/-o, ,.o, s(D\xQ-sg.£=o, 

form a ruled surface ; for each of them the focal points coincide. 
If, by virtue of the form of /= 0, <f> = 0, we have 

\dxj \dxj dxi dxi 

the congruence consists of the tangents to one set of principal 
tangent curves of a surface. 

284. The ruled surfkce common to three complexes |. 

If /= 0, <f> = 0, yfr = be three complexes of degrees m, n and p 

* See Art. 275. 

t This surface has been termed the Accessory Surface, Vosb, Math, Ann. rx. 
The Rank of the focal surface has been found by Voss to be 

2ron {{m + n - l) a - mn + 1} ; 
his investigation is too long for insertion here; see Art. 24S. 

X See Voss, "Zur Theorie der windschiefen Flaohen," Math. Ann. vm. 
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respectively, the ruled surface which is their intersection is of 
degree and class 2mnp, since this is the number of lines whose 
coordinates satisfy the equations 

j = (f> = yfr = 2^ = XdiXi = 0, 

where a* is any line. 

We may take 2i»a?< = 1 as an equation connecting the variables, 
and, for purposes of symmetry, assume 2oi#< = £, where the a* 
are arbitrary constants and t a new variable. The coordinates 
of the generator x + dx consecutive to x are then given by the 
equations 

2^- dxi = 2^dxi = 2^ dxi^Xkidxi^Xxidxi^O; 

OXi OXi OX{ 

^0Lidxi=^di\ 

an db 

dXi=* 



whence 



where 



n = 



x if fa, at 



doiii' 

df d$ d± 
dx{ ' dx{ dx{ 

If two consecutive generators intersect, we have *Zdxf = 0, 
and expressing that the five complexes 

^•Ir ' 2 *! =0 ' s ^-°- 2 ^ =0 ' 2 **' =0 

have a common line, we obtain 



dxi dx{ 



dxi dxi 



2 4- h zJ-Xi 



dxi dx{ 

% d£d± 

dxi dxi 

z dxr 
* 9 / 



\dxiJ dx{ dxi 

dxidxi \dxiJ 



dxi 

Z dXi % 

z dxr 



dxi 

X Z +x- 
^dx* 1 






Z dan * 



OXi OXi 



Xk{Xi Xxf 



= 0; 



or, since 2a* ^ = 2a;,- =^- = 2a;,- ^- = 2*^ = 0, this becomes 



(2*,^ 



*(£)' 









2 a/a^ 2 /a^y 2 d±d± 

d&i dxi KdxJ dxi dxi 

t d£d± % d£df 2 /9ty 



= 0. 
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This determinant is of degree 2(m 4-n + p — 3); hence there 
are 4mnp(m + n + p — 3) generators which are intersected by 
consecutive generators* Such a generator is said to be 
• singular.' 

285. Rank of the surface. The Bank of a surface, being 
the degree of its tangent cone or the class of its plane section, is 
the degree of the surface in line coordinates ; i.e. the degree of the 
complex formed by the tangents of the surface. To find the 
equation of the surface in line coordinates, we have, if y is any 
tangent, 2y»#i = 0, Tyidxi = 0, hence eliminating the differentials 
between the equations 



OXi 


"*&*""* 


~ dx { * 


— ^rv x u 


<u*i — ^ 


i&iWCi = 


we obtain |^, £, 


?* k- 


*>•> Vi 


-o, 


and sq 


(2W 


*(£)" 


dxi dxi 


dxi dx{ 






x d£d± 

dxi dxi 


2 m 

\0XiJ 


dxi dxi 


*£ 




t Vd± 

dxi dx{ 


dxi dxi 


s©" 


2 *g 








*£ 






= 0. 



It follows that l,kiXi divides out of the previous equation 
leaving an equation of degree m+n+p- 3 in # and unity in y. 
Eliminating the #» from this equation and 

/=0, <f> = 0, ^ = 0, 2*^ = 0, 2<tf = 0, 

the equation of the surface in line coordinates is seen to be of 
degree 2mnp (m + n+p-3). 

If for any generator the equations which give the consecutive 
generator are not linearly independent, we take as an additional 
equation *£fi k dx i dxi c = t thus obtaining two sets of values for the 
dxi ; in this case a double generator exists, for each such double 
generator the rank is diminished by two, since the class of any 
plane section is diminished by two for each double point. 

286. Clifford's Theorem. Investigations into the general 
ruled surface are outside the scope of the present treatise, but on 

# Klein, Math. Ann. y. 
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account of their interest we add a sketch of some ideas contained 
in the memoir on Classification of Loci due to Prof. Clifford*. 

He denotes by a curve a continuous one-dimensional aggregate 
of any sort of elements, which includes not merely a curve in the 
ordinary sense (an aggregate of points), but also a ruled surface, or 
indeed a singly infinite system of curves, surfaces, complexes, &c. 
such that one condition is sufficient to determine a finite number 
of the elements. " The elements may be regarded as determined 
by k coordinates ; and then if these be connected by k — 1 
equations of any order, the curve is either the whole aggregate of 
common solutions of these equations, or, when this breaks up into 
algebraically distinct parts, the curve is one of these parts. It is 
thus convenient to employ still farther the language of geometry, 
and to speak of such a curve as the complete or partial inter- 
section of k — 1 loci in flat space f of k dimensions/' " If a certain 
number, say A, of the equations are linear, it is evidently possible 
by a linear transformation to make these equations equate h of 
the coordinates to zero; it is then convenient to leave these 
coordinates out of consideration altogether, and to regard only the 
remaining k — h — 1 equations between k — h coordinates. In this 
case the curve will, therefore, be regarded as a curve in flat space 
of A: — A dimensions. And, in general, when we speak of a curve 
as in flat space of k dimensions, we mean that it cannot exist in 
flat space of k — 1 dimensions." 

The whole aggregate of linear complexes may be regarded as 
constituting a space of five dimensions, in which straight lines 
constitute a quadric locus J. 

A ruled surface is a 'curve* lying in a quadric locus in five 
dimensions. If, however, the generators of the ruled surface 
belong to the same linear complex, the ruled surface is a ' curve ' 
in a quadric locus in four dimensions. If the ruled surface has 
two linear directrices, it is a ' curve ' on an ordinary quadric surface 
in three dimensions. So that the theory of ruled surfaces which 
have two directrices is identical with that of curves on a quadric. 
Hence, such ruled quartic surfaces correspond either to quadri- 
quadric curves of deficiency unity (elliptic curves whose coordinates 
are expressible as elliptic functions of one variable), or to the 

• See Collected Works, p. 305. 

t By a flat space is meant one which is intersected by a line which does not 
belong to it in one point only. 
i See Art. 229. 
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curves of deficiency zero which are the partial intersections of a 
quadric and a cubic surface. 

"Similar considerations apply to surfaces. By a surface we 
shall mean, in general, a continuous two-dimensional aggregate 
(which may also be called a two-spread or two-way locus) of any 
elements whatever." 

Theorem. A curve of order n in flat space of k dimensions 
{and no less) may be represented, point for point, on a curve of 
order n — k + 2 in a plane. 

" The proposition is obvious when k = 3. The cone standing 
on a curve of order n (in ordinary space of three dimensions), and 
having its vertex at a point of the curve, is of order n — 1 ; if then 
we cut this cone by a plane, we have the tortuous curve represented, 
point for point, on a plane curve of order n — 1. Now this process 
is applicable in general. Starting with an arbitrary point P of a 
curve in any number of dimensions, let us join this point to all 
the other points of the curve ; we shall thus get a cone of order 
72 — 1. For, any flat locus of &— 1 dimensions drawn through the 
point P, must meet the curve in n points of which P is one ; and 
therefore it must meet the cone in n — 1 lines. Hence, if we cut 
this cone by such a flat (k — l)-way locus not passing through P, 
we shall get a curve of order n— 1 in flat space of i— 1 dimensions, 
which is a point for point representation of the original curve. 
By continuing this process we may go on diminishing the order of 
the curve and the number of dimensions by equal quantities, until 
we have subtracted k — 2 from each ; when we are left with a 
curve of order n — k + 2 in a plane." 

It follows, by taking k = n, that a curve of order n in flat space 
of n dimensions is unicursal, since it has (1, 1) correspondence 
with a conic. By taking & = n — 1, we obtain the result that 
every curve of order n in flat space of n — 1 dimensions is either 
unicursal or elliptic ; for it has (1,1) correspondence with a plane 
cubic. \ 

Two applications of these last results will now be made»Lsince 
a ruled quintic surface which does not lie in a linear com] 
corresponds to a curve of order five in flat space of five dimensions' 
such a surface is unicursal : similarly, a ruled sextic which does not 
lie in a linear complex is by the second result seen to be either 
unicursal or elliptic. 



286-287] THE GENERAL COMPLEX 321 

287. Symbolic form of the equation of the complex*. 

The complex 

is always uniquely capable of symbolical representation. For the 
coefficient aa,u ... has the property that if two pairs of suffixes are 
interchanged the coefficient is not altered in value, hence the sum 
of all the terms arising from such interchanges effected upon a 
given term is equal to that term multiplied by the number of 
such arrangements of its pairs of suffixes, hence we may write 
symbolically 

cta.w, ••• = o»A-#tt 

and thus /( p) = (ta^p*)". 

It should be noticed, however, that if in dih t u t ••• two suffixes 
of the same pair are interchanged the coefficient is altered in sign, 
hence this must also be true of the symbolic quantities o^, etc. 
Hence the complex is represented symbolically by the result of 
equating to zero the nth power of a linear depression in the line- 
coordinates. 

Moreover in the equation of the complex, which is generally 
of the form f+ <f> . o> = 0, where <f> = is any complex of degree 
n — 2, <f> may be so chosen as to make this symbolic form arise 
from a special linear complex; i.e. to make the six symbolic 
quantities a^ satisfy the equation 

Oia-Ow + ais -043 + ^14 .038 = (i). 

This involves that quantities c^, a* % a 3 , a 4 ; b lf b a ,b St b 4 can be 
found such that a# = a* . b^ — a^ . 6 t -, and hence that 

a»A, w, • • • = (dibk - a h bi) (a k bi - aib k ) (ii). 

The last equation is seen to satisfy the condition that if in 
^iA,«, ••• two suffix es of the same pair are interchanged the sign of 
the coefficient is changed. 

For, in order that the substitution (ii) may hold, on multiplying 
the left side of (i) by a mrit ... to n — 2 factors it must follow that 

a i2,S4, mn, - • • + #13, tt,mn, • • • + &H, 28, mn, . . . = ( lll )« 

The number of equations of the form (iii) is that of the possible 
combinations of n — 2 pairs of indices, i.e. the number of coefficients 
of a complex <f> of degree n — 2 ; hence if in (iii) we suppose the 
quantities to be the coefficients of f+ <f> . o>, we obtain a system of 

* The developments which follow were given by Clebsch, " Ueber die Complex- 
flachen nnd die Singularitatenflachen der Complexe," Math. Ann. v. 

J. 21 
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linear equations with the coefficients of <f> as the quantities to be 
determined, the number of the equations being that of the co- 
efficients of <f>. Hence the coefficients of </> are thus uniquely 
found so as to satisfy (iii), and hence to make 

This form of the equation of the complex, i.e. that for which <f> 
is thus determined, is the Normal Form (Art. 279) ; for 

becomes in Plticker coordinates 

(&!k» + dk. + ds) {2 (oA ' ahbi)Pik]n a °- 

That such a form can be determined, and only in one way, may 
also be seen as follows : denote by A the operator 

y y » 

9pia3p«4 3pis9/>« tyudp* ' 
and apply it and its successive powers to each side of the equation 

/+ <f> . co = {2 (aib h - a h bi)pih} n ; 

the operators A, A a . . . reduce the right side of this equation 
to zero on account of the identity 

(Ojta — <hbi) (a 8 6 4 — a 4 6 3 ) +... + ... = 0, 
hence <f> has to be so determined that 

A(/+<£.ft>) = 0, A*(/+<J>.a>) = 0, etc.; 
but we have 

^ ^ 9p M dp u dp„ dpn 

= ©A<£> + 36 + Pi9^+ ••• > 

i.6. A (^ . ft>) = a>A£ -f (n + 1) (f>. 

Similarly A (a>A<£) = ©A 2 ^ + (n — 1) A£, 

A (o>A 2 </>) = o>A 8 <£ + (» - 3) A 2 <£, etc. 

To determine A* +1 (<£a>), operate on the first k of these 
equations respectively with A*, A* -1 , ... A and form their sum 
with the (&-hl)th; we then obtain 

A (<f>a>) = 6>A<£ + (n + 1) <f>, 

A 9 (<f>o>) « o>A 2 <f> + 2nA<f>, 

A« (0w) = ©Aty + 3 (n - 1) A a <£, 

A 4 (<fxo) = wA 4 ^ + 4 (n - 2) A*<£, etc. 
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The equations A (/+ <fxo) = etc. thus become 

A/+ a>A<£ + (w + 1) <j> = 0, 
A*/+ a>A a <£ + 2nA<£ = 0, 
A 8 / + 6>A 8 <£ + 3 (n - 1) A a <£ = 0, 
A 4 /+ 6>A 4 <£ + 4 (n - 2) A 8 <£ = 0, etc. 

In the last of these equations the middle term is zero, hence 
beginning with the last, the successive A*<£ are determined, and 
hence, from the first equation, <f> itself. 

Finally if to these equations we join f+<f).G> =f lt where f Y = 
is the required normal form of the complex, multiply the first, 
second, etc. of them by 



CO 0>* G> 8 



l.(n + l)' 1.2(n + l)n' 1. 2.3(w + l)«(w- 1) 
and add them all together, we obtain 



, etc. 



co . „ o> a 



■^"^ l.(n + l) A ^ + 1.2.(n+l)n A> ^ 



CD 8 



1.2.3(fi+l)n(n-l) Al ^ + "" 



The right side of this equation when put equal to zero gives 
the normal form of equation of the given complex. 

288. Symbolic forms for the Complex surface and 
Singular surface. As in Art. 87 the expression 

2 (dib h - a h bi) p^ 
may be written in either of the forms a x by — a y b 9f (a, ft, x t y); 
hence the symbolic form of the normal equation of the complex is 
(a, /S, x, y) n = 0, or (a x b y — Oyb x ) n =0. If we write 

the symbolic form of equation becomes 

(««& - OvPuT = 0, or (a, 6, u, v) n = 0. 
If in either of the first two forms we consider the a% as constant, 
we obtain the symbolic form of equation of the complex cone of 
the point x\ if in either of the second the v* be taken as constant, 
we obtain the complex curve of the plane u in plane coordinates. 

The Complex surface of a line a is the locus of intersection of 
consecutive complex cones whose vertices lie on a. If y + \z is 
any point of the line (y, z\ the equation of its complex cone is, by 
the foregoing, 

(a, b,x,y + \z) n = 0, or, {(a, b> x, y) + \ (a, b, x, z)} n = 0. 

21—2 



324 THE GENERAL COMPLEX [CH. XVII 

The locus of intersection of consecutive complex cones is 
therefore obtained by forming the discriminant of this equation 
for X. Now the discriminant of the expression (ft + Xp,)* is 
equal to 2CTI (pp') m ; replacing (pp) by p 9 Pz' — pzPy, and 
p y by (a, b, x, y) etc., we obtain as the equation of the complex 
surface of the line (y, z) 

2CTI {(a, 6, x, y) (a', b\ x, z) - (a, b, x, z) (a', b\ x y y)} - 0. 

The number of the symbolic pairs ab, ab\ ... is equal to the 
degree of the discriminant of a binary form of the nth degree, i.e. 
2 (n — 1), while each pair enters n times into each term of the 
sum 2, hence the last Equation is of degree 2n(n — 1) in x, or, 
the Complex surface of a complex of the nth degree is of degree 
2n (n - 1). 

We may take as a definition of the singular surface, either that 
it is the locus of points whose complex cone has a double edge, or 
that it is the envelope of planes whose complex curve has a double 
tangent. The symbolic form of equation of the singular surface 
may be obtained as follows : — denoting symbolically a curve of the 
nth degree by 

7* n = 7*' n = = °. 

its discriminant A (whose vanishing is the condition for a double 
point) may be written symbolically in the form 

A = 2C r n( 77 Y / )- 

The degree of A is 3(n — l) 2 in the coefficients of the curve, 
hence this must be the number of the sets of symbols 7 which 
appear ; each 7 roust enter to the power n in each term of A, hence 
each such term must contain n(n — 1)* determinant factors. Thus 
the condition that the section by the plane u of the surface of the 
nth degree 

/=7* n = 7*' n = = 0, 

should have a double point, is 

^=2CII(7,7',7",ti) = (). 

The last equation represents, in general, the equation of the 
surface in plane coordinates. If f is a cone, this equation becomes 

M u n <»-D« = 0) 

where x is the vertex of the cone, and M involves x but not u. 

* See Clebsch, VorUsungen liber Geometric, Bd. 1. 
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To apply to a complex cone, we observe that the equation of 
the latter being 

(a x b y - OybxY^Q, 

where the y* are current coordinates, we have, writing 
and noticing that y x = 0, 

(% y> v"> u ) = (o»6 - M, v> 7"> u ) 

- a* (&> 7'> 7"> w ) - b* (a, 7, 7", u) 
or, by a known theorem (Art. 91), 

= 7*" («, 6, y> *) - 7*' («> &> 7". ") - u x («, 6, 7, 7") 
= -(a, 6,7', 7")***, 
since 7* = 7/ = 0. 

Thus for the complex cone 

F= u* n <*- l,t . if, where M = 2CH (6, a, 7', 7"). 

Now if a plane not passing through the vertex cut a cone in 
a curve having a double point the cone must have a double 
edge, the condition for a double edge is therefore M = 0; each 
symbolic determinant factor is of the second degree in x t hence 
M is of degree 2n (n — l) 2 in w, i.e. the singular surface is of degree 
2n (n - l) a . 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS CONNECTED WITH 

THE LINE COMPLEX. 

289. Lie* has shown that with the line complex there is 
associated a partial differential equation of the first order, whose 
characteristic curves are principal tangent curves on Integral 
surfaces; and has also investigated certain types of partial 
differential equations of the second order by aid of conceptions 
drawn from both line- and sphere-geometry. The present chapter 
consists of a sketch of his researches. 

In the partial differential equation of the first order 

F (x, y, z, p, q) ■» 0, we may consider x, y, z to be the Cartesian 

coordinates of a point and p, q, — 1 to be proportional to the 

direction cosines of the normal to a surface element (Art. 218) 

of the point; then the given differential equation selects oo* 

surface elements, and the problem of integration is to determine 

surfaces whose surface elements shall satisfy the equation F=0. 

Through every point there pass oo 1 surface elements which satisfy 

the given condition ; these elements envelope a cone and if Z, m, n 

are proportional to the direction cosines of any generator of this 

cone, since this generator is the intersection of the planes of two 

consecutive surface elements, we have 

dF dF 
lp + mq-n=s0, Idp + mdq = 0, =-- dp + ~- dq = ; 

' _ m _ n 
beDCe T p -T q -pF p + qF q - 

Eliminating p and q from these equations and the equation 
JF=0, we obtain an equation of the form 

/ (l t m, n, x, y, z) = 0, 

* See the memoir quoted on p. 233. 
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which is homogeneous in the quantities I, m, n, and hence 
represents the cone connected with any point (x, y, z). 

Conversely, if the last equation be given, we obtain the 
corresponding equation F = 0, by eliminating Z, m, n from the 
equations 

df df 

dl dm , r A 

P--ff> ? = " ip and / =a 

dn dn 

A differential equation of the form f(x % y t z, dx, dy 9 dz) = 0, 
which is homogeneous in dx, dy, dz, is usually termed a Monge 
equation. It assigns to each point of space a cone of directions, 
and hence leads, by the foregoing process, to a partial differential 
equation of the first order. A curve, such that the direction 
cosines of the tangents at all its points satisfy this Monge 
equation, is called an Integral curve. 

290. The characteristic curves of a partial differential 
equation. It will be convenient to recall for reference some well- 
known results in the theory of partial differential equations of the 
first and second orders. 

An equation of the form F (#, y, z, p t q) = has three types of 
solutions : — 

(i) A complete solution, viz. a solution of the form 

where a and b are arbitrary constants. 

(ii) A general solution, obtained by making 6 a function of a 
and eliminating a from the equations 

#-/(*. y. a,* (a)). f£ + f£ *'(«)- <>• 

These two equations represent, for any given value of a, a 
curve called a characteristic along which the surface z=f is 
touched by its envelope, the general solution. 

(iii) A singular solution, obtained by eliminating a and 6 from 
the equations 

z=f{x t y,a,b\ 2£-0, | = 0. 

« 

There are oo * characteristics of any given non-linear equation 
F(x, y, z, p, q) = 0. Through any point there pass oo 1 character- 
istics whose tangents at the point are the generators for the point 
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of the Monge equation connected with F = 0. At any point of an 
Integral surface of F=0, it is touched by the cone for the point of 
this Monge equation in the direction of a characteristic. On each 
Integral surface there are oo 1 characteristics, and through each 
characteristic there pass an unlimited number of integral surfaces : 
this is the distinguishing property of a characteristic, from it the 
equations determining the characteristics are seen to be 
dx dy _ dz _ dp dq 

T p -F g -pF p + qF q --F x -F g p--F y -F4 

If two Integral surfaces touch along a curve, the curve is 
necessarily a characteristic, and an infinite number of Integral 
surfaces touch along a given characteristic*. 

A linear equation Pp + Qq — R = has only oo * characteristics, 
which are the curves u = a, v=*b, the integrals of the equations 

dx _ dy __ dz 
P~~Q~R' 
Through any point there passes one characteristic ; the surface 
elements determined at the point by the differential equation all 
contain the tangent to this characteristic. 

The characteristics of the differential equation of the second 

order 

Rr + Ss + Tt+ U(rt-#) = V 

have the s&me special property as those of the equation 

F(x,y> *> p>q) = 0; 

on each Integral surface there is an infinite number of character- 
istics, whose differential equation is 

U(dpdx + dqdy) + Rdy* + Tdx* - Sdxdy = 0; 
this is an equation of the second degree, showing that through 
each .point of the surface there pass in general two characteristics, 
which however coincide if S* = 4 (RT + (TV). If 

F&y,z,p,q) = 

is a first integral of the equation, each of its characteristics is a 
characteristic of the equation of the second order. 

291. The Monge equation of a line complex. The 

equation 

f(ydz — zdy, zdx — xdz, xdy — ydx, dx, dy, dz) = . . .(A), 
homogeneous in these six quantities, is known to give a line 

* A disouBsion of the above results will be found in Lie and Scheffers' 
Bertihrungstrafuformationen, S. 498-611. 
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complex. It is easy to see that if the cones of a Monge equation 
for each point are those of a line complex, its equation must be of 
this form ; for, regarding the ratios dx : dy : dz as given and equal 
to h : k : I, the Monge equation gives the locus of points whose 
cones include the direction 

dx _ dy __dz 

but if the cones are those of a line complex, this locus must be a 
cylinder whose axis has the given direction ; and the equation of 
all cylinders whose axes are in this given direction is of the form 

or, generally, F (ly — kz t hz — lx,kx — hy) = 0. 

Hence, a Monge equation which represents a line complex 
must be of the form (A). Such an equation has among its integral 
curves the oo 8 lines of the complex. 

The equations which enable us to pass from a Monge equation 
to the corresponding partial differential equation F=0, apply, of 
course, also in this case. The characteristics of the latter equation 
through any point have as tangents at the point the lines of the 
complex. The complex cone of any point touches at that point 
any Integral surface of F through it ; continuing along one such 
surface in the direction thus indicated at each point, we obtain a 
characteristic c on this Integral surface ; there are oo l such curves 
c on the surface. 

292. The characteristics on an Integral surfk.ce are 
principal tangent curves. Taking f(x, y> z t x\ y\ z*) = as 
the equation of a line complex, where dx : dy : dz = a! : y[ : z\ it 
was seen that, corresponding to any given values of of, y, z', we 
obtain a complex cylinder the direction cosines of whose axis are 
proportional to of, y', /; the direction cosines of the normal 
at any point (xyz) of this cylinder are proportional to f x , f yt f x \ 
hence x'f % + y% + zf z = 0. 

Again taking the point (x, y, z) of. any complex curve, its 
coordinates are functions of one parameter t, hence dx = x'dt, etc., 

and 4i = 0» therefore 
at 

f»* +/„y' +/,*' +/**" +M' +/•*" = o, 

hence x"f* + y"fa + z"f, - 0. 

* Salmon, Oeom. of Three Dimension*, p. 375. 
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Moreover, since f is homogeneous in x\ %f, z' we have 

*/* + y'fv + *f< - °. 

y'z" - /y _ z'x" - z' V _ a?y ' - <c"y' 

BO tllfl*u 7; — 7; — 7; • 

J* Jtf J* 

Now these numerators are proportional to the direction cosines 
of the osculating plane of the given complex curve at the point 
{xyz\ hence all complex curves which touch at the same point have 
the same osculating plane at that point* : this plane touches the 
complex cone of the point 

Considering any Integral surface S of ^=0, at any point P 
of 8 the tangent plane, common to 8 and the complex cone of P, 
thus osculates the characteristic c on S which passes through P, 
hence c is a principal tangent curve on S. On any Integral surface^ 
therefore, the characteristics of F = form one set of principal 
tangent curves. 

Conversely, if in a Monge equation the osculating plane at 
each point of every Integral curve touches the cone assigned to 
the point by the Monge equation, the latter equation is that of a 
line complex; for if f(x, y, z, x\ y\ z') = is the given Monge 
equation, by the given condition we have 

yz — y z z x — z x xy — x y m 

f* ftf f* ' 

hence aTf* + y"fy + *"/, = 0. 

But the points of the Integral curve, being functions of one 
parameter t, satisfy the condition -^ = 0, hence 

xfx + yy y + z% + x'y*+y"fy> + *"f, = 0, 

i.e. the equation xf z + yf y + zf z = is satisfied by each line 
element of the Monge equation ; this shows that the locus of 
points, which have a line element of the Monge equation in a 
given direction, is a cylinder, and therefore, by the foregoing, the 
Monge equation is seen to be that of a line complex. 

293. Form of the partial differential equation corre- 
sponding to a line complex f- The differential equation of the 
principal tangents on any Integral surface of F=* 

is dpdx + dqdy = Q', 

* Compare with the result obtained for a linear complex (Art. 41). These 
carves have also the same tortion f see L. and S. Bertthr. S. 309. 
+ See L. and S. Beriihr. S. 640. 



292-293] connexion with differential equations 331 

expressing that this equation is satisfied by a characteristic of 
jP=0 we obtain 

F m F 9 + F w F q + F a (pF 9 + qF q )-0 

as an equation which is identically satisfied by any partial 
differential equation F=0 thus derived from a line complex. 

Conversely it may be shown that the Monge equation of every 
non-linear equation jF=0, which satisfies the above identity, 
is that of a line complex. For consider the points at which 
a generator of the cone of the Monge equation has a given 
direction I, m, n; then we have by Art. 289 

I m n > T v 

F p = F=pF^W 9 W '' 

the points in question form a surface which is obtained by 
eliminating p and q from these equations and F = 0. 

Now the condition 

F m F 9 + F y F q + F g (pF 9 + qF q ) = 

becomes lF m + mF y + nF z = (II); 

and since Ip + mq — n = 0, 

where p and q have values determined by (I) for each point 
of the surface considered, we have 

ox ox oy oy oz oz 

over the surface, i.e. 

dx q dx 



^1 + ^^ = 0, etc (HI). 



But we may regard F(x, y, z, p, q) = as the equation of this 
surface, provided p and q have the values assigned to .them 
from (I); the direction cosines of its normal at any point are 
proportional to 

'. + *£♦*.£. '.+'.%+'.%■ «+A|+Ag; 

thus the conditions (II) and (III) show that the normal at each 
point is perpendicular to the given direction l t m, n; i.e. the 
surface is a cylinder ; hence, as before, the Monge equation is that 
of a line complex. 

Hence, if a non-linear partial differential equation F = has 
the property that on every Integral surface the oo * characteristics 
are principal tangent curves, its Monge equation is that of a line 
complex. 
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294. If the differential equation is linear, it has oo * character- 
istics (Art. 290), which must in the present case be straight lines ; 
for the planes of the surface elements of each point form a pencil 
whose axis is that of the tangent to the one characteristic through 
the point ; and if each plane of the pencil is to be the osculating 
plane of the characteristic at the point and this is to occur for 
each point of the characteristic, the latter must be a straight line. 
The Integral surfaces are therefore in this case ruled surfaces of 
the complex. 

295. Contact transformations of space*. If we adopt a 
different notation in the equations (vi) of Art. 217, viz. by writing 
X, — Y, Z for a, #, 7 respectively, and — z, y, x for x, y and z 
respectively, these equations assume the form 

X + iY + xZ+z = 0, I 

tf(X-iT)-Z--y = 0tJ W ' 

The linear complex corresponding to the points (XYZ) of 2 
is then 

xdy — ydx + dz = 0. 

Proceeding as in Art. 219 we find that the surface element 
(X, Y, Z\ P, Q, — 1) of 2 corresponding to the surface element 
(x, y, z ; p y q, — 1) of A is determined by the equations (i) together 
with the equations 

Zm ,_P* + W p !S ^+l i Q = _ Z ??Z1_ 1 . 
q + x q — x q - x 

By differentiation of the equations (i) we find that 

dz — pdx — qdy = — (dX + idY + xdZ + Zdx) 

—pdx — q [x.dX — idY—dZ+X —iY.dx] 

vv/ | q-x q-x J ' 

since the coefficient of dx is 

-z-p-j(z-i-F)-j(^=f-r^F) 

Hence dz - pdx - qdy = (q - x) [dZ - PdX - Qd Y). 
If dz — pdx — qdy is zero, the two consecutive surface elements 
(#> y, *> p, q), (x + dx, y + dy t z + dz t p + dp, q + dq) 

• See L. and S. Beriihr. S. 522. 

+ This form of the equations is used in L. and S. Beriihr. S. 463. 
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are in a 'united position/ i.e. the point of the second surface 
element lies in the plane of the first, and we therefore conclude 
that if two consecutive .surface elements of A are in a united 
position, so are their corresponding surface elements in 2 ; hence, 
to the oo a surface elements of any surface of A correspond 
oo  surface elements of 2 which also belong to a surface. 

By the transformation considered, the equation JP=0 gives 
rise to a new partial differential equation jP, (X t F, Z 9 P, Q) = ; 
each surface element which satisfies F=0 leads to a surface 
element which satisfies J^ = 0. Any two of the Integral surfaces 
of F which touch along a characteristic give rise to two Integral 
surfaces of J^ which touch along a curve which is therefore a 
characteristic of F x . 

Thus to the characteristics of F there correspond characteristics 
of F x ; if therefore the characteristics of F are principal tangent 
curves, those of F x are lines of curvature (Art. 220); to the line 
complex of principal tangents corresponds a sphere complex of 
principal spheres. 

296. The trajectory circle. In the correspondence of 

Art. 215 between the spaces A and 2, the two lines which 

correspond to a sphere of centre (XYZ) and radius if are given 

by the equations 

X + iT = s, ±H+Z = r, 

X-iY=p, ±H-Z=v. 
Any equation H = F(XTZ) may therefore be taken to 
represent either a line-complex or a sphere-complex. The tangent 
linear complex 

contains the sphere (X , Y 0t Z 0t H ) and also every consecutive 
sphere of the complex. It is easy to see that this complex 
is formed by spheres which cut the plane 

_j5r,-^(j_z.)+|^(F-r.)+^(^-^)...(i) 

at a constant angle ; hence the points of contact of the sphere 
(X Y Z H ) with every consecutive sphere of the complex which 
touches it, lie on the circle which is the intersection of (i) with 
the sphere 

(Z-z.y + (F- Ytf + (Z-z,y=Hj (ii), 

where in equations (i) and (ii), the X, Y, Z are current Cartesian 
coordinates. 
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This circle is called the Trajectory Circle of the given sphere, 
and has important bearings on Lie's theory. The surface elements 
of the sphere at the points of this circle belong to different 
Integral surfaces of the differential equation JF\ = which corre- 
sponds to the given sphere complex. The oo 4 surface elements 
of the complex thus consist of oo 1 surface elements on each of the 
oo 8 spheres of the complex. 

If two consecutive spheres (X Q Y Z H ) and (X + dX, ...) 
touch each other, we have as the condition < 

dX» + dF» + dZ> = dH*= (§f* dX + ^° dY + H? dz\ '. 

This is a Monge equation whose cone for the point (X Q Y Z ) is 
(X-X )» + (F-F )' + (Z-Z )» 



(Z-X ) + ^(F-F ) + |^(Z-^^ 



This cone is seen to be one of revolution and to contain the 
trajectory circle of the sphere (X Q Y a Z Q H ). It is termed by Lie 
the elementary complex cone of the sphere complex and gives the 
direction of those points consecutive to (X Y Z ) whose complex 
spheres touch the given sphere. We observe that if of the family 
of surfaces H = constant, the one be taken which passes through 
(X Y Z ) t the normal to this surface at this point, which has 
direction cosines proportional to 

dH a dffa dHn 



^"0 v -"0 



dX > 9F ' dZ ' 
is clearly the axis of the elementary complex cone of(X Y Q Z ). 

297. Partial differential equations whose character- 
istics are geodesies. If we consider any point P, or (X Y Q Z ), 
which lies upon a surface H = C, and take a point Q, or 

(X +dX, Yo + dY, Z Q + dZ), 

in which the elementary complex cone of P meets a consecutive 
surface H*=C + dC, then since the latter surface passes through 
Q, we have 

dA t or t oZ, 

= </dX* + dY> + dZ* 
= PQ. 

The surface JJ= C+dC, therefore, cuts off from each generator 
of this cone the same length dC. 
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From the Monge equation of the elementary complex cones 
we derive a partial differential equation, which will 
shortly be given, whose surface elements touch these 
cones along characteristics, (Art. 290). 

Consider a surface element of this differential equa- 
tion which touches the cone of its point along PQ and 
meets the surface H=C along PP'\ then it is clear 
that PQ and PP* are at right angles, since the cone is one of 
revolution having its axis normal at P to the surface H = C. 

On each surface element, therefore, of any Integral surface of 
this differential equation there are thus determined two orthogonal 
directions, giving two families of orthogonal curves on the surface 
PP\ QQ, . . . and PQ, P'Q, . . . ; the former being the intersections 
of the Integral surface with the surfaces H = (7, the latter the 
characteristics of the partial differential equation. But since it 
has been seen that dC = PQ = P'Q', etc., the curves PP , i QQ, ... 
are parallel curves, and therefore their orthogonal trajectories 
are geodesies. 

Hence the characteristics of the partial differential equation 
derived from the elementary complex cones are geodesies on its 
Integral surfaces. 

The differential equation in question is found by eliminating 
Z, m, n from the equations 

~~ dl ' dn ' dm ' dn ' 

and is therefore easily found to be 

(PH x + QH y -H z Y-(H x * + H 1 UH z *-1)(P* + Q> + 1)=0. 

298. We shall now show that the characteristic of the 
surface element at any point P of the 
trajectory circle of any sphere of a sphere- 
complex, is perpendicular to the trajectory 
circle. 

For since P is a point on each of the 
oo ! complex spheres (X Y Q Z H ) which are 
principal spheres at the point P, or (XYZ), 
these spheres are determined by the equa- 
tions g * 14, 

(X-x y+(Y- Y t y+(z-z y-H >=o, 
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H = F(X Y Z ). 

The line of intersection of two consecutive surface elements 
at P gives the direction of the characteristic; now this line is 
clearly perpendicular to the line joining the centres of the two 
corresponding principal spheres, i.e. to the line whose direction 
cosines are proportional to dX , dY 0i dZ . Hence, if Z, ra, n are 
the direction cosines of the required characteristic, we have 

IdXt + mdYo+ndZ^Q, 
Z(X-Z ) + m(F-7 ) + n(Z-Z ) = 0. 

But since the consecutive principal sphere passes through 
(XYZ) we have 

(X-X )dX + (Y-Y )dY + (Z-Z ) dZo + HodH^O, 
i.e. 

(z-z +jy ^dz +(F-F +JT ^)dr 

+ (z^Z + H d ^jdZ Q = 0. 
Hence the line whose direction cosines are proportional to 

ZY _i_ IT ^ ° V V _l TJ " ° ^ *7 • TT ""o 

satisfies the conditions which determine the characteristic. 

Hence the tangent of the characteristic at P is perpendicular to 
the tangent plane of the elementary complex cone of C along CP t Le. 
is perpendicular to the trajectory circle. 

The trajectory circle derives its name from this property. 

It follows that the tangent of the trajectory circle at P touches 
at that point a line of curvature of an integral surface of the 
partial differential equation connected with the sphere-complex ; 
hence the tangent plane of the elementary complex cone of O 
along CP touches at C the locus of centres of curvature of an 
Integral surface of this differential equation. 

Now the differential equation whose characteristics are geodesies 
on Integral surfaces was derived from the Monge equation of the 
elementary complex cones of H = F(XYZ); if J\ = be the 
partial differential equation -which corresponds to this sphere- 
complex, it follows that each Integral surface of i^ has as its 
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surface of centres of curvature an Integral surface of the differential 
equation whose characteristics are geodesies. 

299. The preceding investigations have shown the existence 
of three classes of partial differential equations of the first order 
vrhose solutions are mutually dependent ; they are 

(i) those whose characteristics are principal tangent curves 
on Integral surfaces, they are termed by Lie the equations D n ; 

(ii) those whose characteristics are lines of curvature on 
Integral surfaces, or Z) 12 ; 

(iii) those whose characteristics are geodesies on Integral, 
surfaces, or D 18 . 

300. The complex of normals. Before leaving partial 
differential equations of the first order, Lies solution of the 
following problem will be given, viz. the problem to determine all 
surfaces whose normals belong to a given line-complex. Let 

f(ydz — zdy t zdx — xdz, xdy — ydx, dx, dy> dz)=*Q 

be the given line-complex ; since the lines of each complex cone 
are to be perpendicular to the surface elements of the required 
differential equation at the vertex of the cone, we must have 

dx :dy : dz =p : q : — 1, 
hence the differential equation is 

f(-y-zq, zp + x, xq-yp, p, q, -1) = 0, 
or, since xq —yp = q(x + zp) — p (y + zq\ 

the differential equation of the required surfaces has the form 

F(y + zq, x + zp, p, ?) = 0. 

301. Partial differential equations of the second order 
connected with line- and sphere-complexes. Lie has shown 
that the solutions of certain classes of partial differential equations 
of the second order are intimately associated with complexes of 
lines and spheres. He considers in the first place the problem 
to determine all surfaces of which one set of principal tangent 
curves belongs to a given line-complex. 

Let 

f{ydz — zdy, zdx — xdz y xdy — ydx, dx, dy, dz) = 

be the given complex, and 

z = <f>(x, y) 

j. 22 
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a surface which satisfies the given condition ; its principal tangents 
are given by the equation 

rda? + Isdxdy + tdy* = (i); 

to express that a complex curve is a principal tangent curve of 
this surface, we substitute in /= 

dz=*pdx + qdy, 

and thence determine one or more values of -¥ in the form 

da 

-£ = N{x t y t z 9Pi q). 

Substituting this value of -^- in (i) we obtain 

r + 2Ns + NH=0 (ii) 

as the differential equation whose Integral surfaces satisfy the 
given condition. 

Of this equation we know already two types of solutions : 

(a) ruled surfaces of the complex, 

(b) surfaces which at each point are touched by the complex 
cone of the point, i.e. solutions of the D n connected with the given 
line-complex. 

Moreover there are no other solutions than these ; for if an 
Integral surface contains oo 1 straight principal tangent lines, 
i.e. generators, which belong to the complex, it is a ruled surface 
of the complex ; if it contains oo 1 complex curves as principal 
tangent curves, the osculating plane of such a curve at any point 
touches the surface, and we have seen that it also touches the 
complex cone of the point (Art. 292), so that the surface is touched 
at each point by the complex cone of the point, i.e. the surface is a 
solution of the corresponding D u . This differential equation of the 
second order is one whose two characteristics through each point 
of an Integral surface coincide; the characteristics are therefore 
identical with one set of principal tangent curves on each Integral 
surface. 

The symbol 2V is employed by Lie to denote this class of 
differential equations. 

302. The consideration of a sphere-complex leads to the 
problem to determine all surfaces whose principal spheres belong 
to a given sphere-complex. 



301-304] CONNEXION WITH DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 339 

The differential equation of the second order defining such 
surfaces is similarly found to be 

(7-*-«»)iP-[(] +p*)t-2pqs 

+ (1 + <f)r] Vl +p 9 + <f .R + (1 +p + j 1 ) 1 - ; 

wherein iJ is a function of x t y, z, p and q. The symbol D a ' is 
introduced to denote such equations. 

303. Partial differential equations of the second order 
on whose Integral surfaces both sets of characteristics are 
principal tangent curves or lines of curvature. We now 

consider two types of partial differential equations of the second 
order; the first type is such that on each Integral surface the 
two sets of characteristics are the principal tangent curves ; the 
second type is such that the two sets of characteristics are 
the lines of curvature. They are denoted respectively by D n " 
and A/'. 

Since the differential equation of the characteristics of 

rt- 8* + At + 2Bs + Ct = F(x, y, z, p t q) 

is (A + 1) dtf + 2 (*- B)dxdy + (C + r) cfo» = 0, 

if the characteristics coincide with the principal tangent curves, 

whose equation is 

rdx* + 2sdxdy + tdy* = 0, 

we must have A = B = C = 

and the equation of a D n " is 

rt-tf^Ffay^tp, q). 

It has been shown by Du Bois-Reymond* that the equation of 

a D ffl " is 

pq V pq J 

where F is any function of x, y, z, p t q. 

It is easy to see that this equation is equivalent to the 
following : 

[pqt - (1 + tf) *]/» + [(1 +p«) t- (1 + ? ») r]/+ [(1 +f) s - pqr] = 0, 
where the functions /and F are connected by the equation 

f {(i + 2')/+ pq\ - {fpq +/(i +?)} = o. 

304. The carves * and a of a D a ". If in the equation 

dx 
last given for a 2) a " ', -j- be substituted for /, we obtain the 

* See Partial Differential Equations, p. ISO. 

22—2 
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differential equation of the lines of curvature of any Integral 
surface ; it follows that a given 2) a " assigns to any surface element 
of space two definite orthogonal directions ; on any surface we 
thus obtain two sets of curves 8 and <r which are orthogonal. 

A D n " is thus an analytical expression of the problem to 
determine the most general surface whose directions of principal 
curvature depend by a given law on the position of the corre- 
sponding surface element. 

The characteristics of any particular integral of a 2) a " of the 
form f(xy2pq) s =0 will be also characteristics of the D B ", and 
therefore lines of curvature of the Integral surfaces on which 
they lie; hence, such a particular integral must be a Ai*« If 
a IV has a first integral which is a D Ut to the latter will 
correspond a sphere-complex, and considering any sphere of 
this complex it is clear that its trajectory circle belongs to one of 
the two sets of curves s and a on this sphere. 

If we consider a singly infinite number of integrals of this 
kind, and therefore oo 1 sphere-complexes, all spheres of space 
are thereby included. Hence for every sphere it follows that 
among its curves s t a there is included one or several trajectory 
circles. If finally a general first integral exists of the form 
u =f(v\ where u and v are each functions of x, y, z, p, q, there 
are two conceivable cases, viz. among the curves a, <r of any 
sphere, there is one or a finite number of trajectory circles, or 
there is an infinite number. We shall see that the first case is 
impossible. 

For if it were possible, let 

H=F(XYZ) 

be a sphere-complex whose Z) 19 is a first integral of the given Z) c " ; 
then the trajectory circle of a sphere (X Y 9 Z H ) of this complex 
lies on the plane 



ax| (Z ~ x,) + m ( Y " Fo) + dd 



p(X-X t ) + v ^(Y-Y ) + °fp(Z-Z t ) + H t = 0. 



But this trajectory circle being assumed to be one of a finite 
number of such circles on the given sphere must be determined 
by the D a ", i.e. the coefficients 

3jET dlf dS 

dX ' dY 9 dZ 9 

* It is to be noticed, that as in the case of a D u , there are two types of 
solutions of a D 1S . 
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are determinate functions F lt F it F z of X , F , Z and H 0> hence 

dHo „ dHo _ w dH _ „ 
dX * li 3F. if dZ ~**'> 

these equations give an integral involving arbitrary constants and 

not arbitrary functions ; therefore the assumed complex 

H = F(XYZ) 

cannot relate to a general first integral Z) u of the D M ". 

Hence if a D^' has a general first integral, on any sphere 
one set of the curves s> <r consists of circles and the other of a 
set of orthogonal curves. If a D ffl " has two general first integrals 
the curves s, <r form two sets of orthogonal circles, and hence each 
member of one set passes through two fixed points, and each member 
of the other set through two other fixed points. 

305. To determine when a A/' or a Z) a " has a general 
tart integral. The equation F(X, Y, Z, H, \) = 0, where \ is a 
parameter, represents oo 1 line- or sphere-complexes C, which we 
take to be linear; if we form in the usual way the envelope 
complex, viz. eliminate \ from this equation and the equation 

dF 

~r- = 0, we obtain a complex A. Then, considering Jim-complexes, 

it is seen that for any point, the oo 1 planes of the complexes C 
touch the complex cone of the point for the complex A ; for two 
consecutive linear complexes intersect in a linear congruence and 
the complex A may thus be regarded as composed of oo 1 linear 
congruences of which two consecutive congruences belong to the 
same linear complex ; considering therefore the lines of A which 
pass through any point, we see that two such consecutive lines 
always belong to the plane of one linear complex G. 

If a 2V' has a general first integral of the form u =/(t>), it 
must be a D n ; to the latter a line-complex corresponds, which is 
termed an Integral Complex. Each of the equations u = constant, 
v = constant gives oo 1 Integral complexes ; they may be united in 
oo 9 ways in pairs such as u=-u ay v = v b ; such a pair assigns to 
each point P of space one or several surface elements, viz. those of 
the common tangent planes of the complex cones of P in the two 
corresponding Integral complexes. 

If we choose from the oo a pairs a set of oo 1 by any definite 
law u a =f(vb), we thereby assign to each point P oo 1 surface 
elements ; they are the tangent planes of the complex cone of P 
in the Integral complex corresponding to u =f{v). 
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Two consecutive pairs (u at fy), (u a + Au„, fy + Afy) assign to 
each point one or several directions which belong to an unlimited 
number of Integral complexes*; such directions therefore are 
common to all these complexes and hence belong to a line-con- 

gruence ; by giving -r-^ all values and keeping u a and Vb constant 

we obtain x 1 such congruences forming a line-complex C; this 
complex is linear, or consists of several linear complexes ; since its 
lines for each point lie in the plane (or planes) assigned to the 
point by t* = u a , v = Vi,. 

. Now making u a =f(v b ), where f is some definite function, we 
obtain x l linear complexes C, whose planes for any point P are 
the tangent planes of the cone of P in the Integral complex 
corresponding to u=f{v). 

Hence, if a D n " has a general first integral of the form 
u=sf(v) y there correspond to it oo 2 linear complexes C such that 
any x 1 complexes C have an envelope complex whose D n is a 
particular first integral. 

Conversely, it can be shown that oo * linear complexes determine 
a D n " (or a D n "), with a general first integral. We notice in the 
first place that a linear line-complex determines oo 8 surface 
elements, whose planes are its polar planes for the oo* points of 
space; similarly a linear sphere-complex determines oo 8 surface 
elements, for the spheres of such a complex cut a fixed sphere S 
at a constant angle, and therefore the oo * surface elements along 
their trajectory circles have their points on S and intersect £ 
at a constant angle ; through each point of S there pass oo 1 of 
these surface elements. 

If therefore we consider oo 2 linear sphere-complexes C, we 
obtain oo B surface elements ; each surface element of space belongs 
to one complex C (or a finite number of complexes C), and taking 
the intersection of each surface element of space with the " funda- 
mental " sphere S of the complex C to which it belongs, we assign 
to each surface element two orthogonal directions which thus 
depend merely on the position of the surface element ; this process 
therefore determines the D^' which performs the same definite 
assignment. The envelope of any set of x 1 linear complexes 
gives a complex which has a corresponding Z) ia ; the surface 
elements of this D l2 for any point are such that each is intersected 

# Since there is an infinite number of functions/ satisfying the conditions 

^o^/K). "«+ Att a =/(V5 + At> 5 ). 
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along the direction assigned to it by the D&, by the consecutive 
surface element ; hence this D 19 is a particular integral of the D&. 

306. Ai" and A," with two general first integrals. It 

has been seen that a D n " determines on every sphere S two sets 
of circles which are mutually orthogonal ; hence all circles of one 
set pass through two points P x and P a , and all of the other set 
through two points Q x and Q s . The Integral complexes which 
contain S consist of two systems, viz. those whose trajectory circles 
pass through P x and P 9 , and those whose trajectory ciroles pass 
through Q x and Q a . It is obvious that all Integral complexes of 
the first system which contain S will also contain the two con- 
secutive spheres S' and S" which touch S respectively at P 1 and 
P 9 ; now the 2) M " determines on S' two points P/ and P 9 ', and 
since P x lies on the trajectory circle of S' for all the Integral 
complexes considered, it is clear that P/ coincides with P 1# Thus 
there are oc * spheres touching at P lf all of which belong to these 
complexes. Continuing this argument it is clear that all these 
Integral complexes have at least oo 2 spheres in common which 
divide themselves into oo 1 "pencils" of oo 1 spheres (there cannot 
be oo 8 spheres in common, for then the complexes would be 
identical). 

Hence we have, for every sphere S, two sphere-congruences, 
one, which may be denoted by K, corresponding to the points 
P x and P 2 ; and another, denoted by i, corresponding to the 
points Q x and Q s ; every sphere of K belongs to each of two pencils 
of x l sphpres in contact at the same point ; similarly for L. 

We have in correspondence in the space A, two line-con- 
gruences K x and L x which are disposed in oo 1 plane pencils and so 
that each line of K x belongs to two of these pencils ; but this is 
peculiar to linear congruences, therefore K x and L x are both linear 
congruences, and hence also K and L. 

Now every sphere 8 gives rise to such a pair of linear 
congruences K and L, and since it is seen that the spheres of 
a congruence, e.g. K, form a closed system, i.e. the same con- 
gruence is obtained with whichever sphere of K we begin; it 
follows that there are, corresponding to the oo 4 spheres of space, 
oo a such congruences K and L. 

Moreover, any pair of line-congruences K x and L x are such that 
their directrices form a twisted quadrilateral. For, a sphere 8 t 
common to K and Z, touches the two fixed spheres S x and S a of 
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the congruence K to which 8 belongs, at the points P x and P 8 , 
and touches the two fixed spheres S s and S 4 of the other con- 
gruence L t at the points Q x and Q 2 ; and it has been seen that P,, 
P 9 and Q u Q 2 are such that the circles through the one pair cut 
orthogonally the circles through the other pair. Hence, if we 
invert 8 from any point upon it, we obtain a plane ir which 
touches the inverse spheres 8 Xy S 9 ' ; S z ', S 4 ' at points having the 
same property for circles of the plane ir. It can be shown that S x 
and S2 touch £,' and 8 A \ For, taking ir as the plane z = 0, and 
the lines joining the two pairs of points as the axes of coordinates 
in 7r, it is seen that if P x Pi = 2a, the equations of S X9 S,', S 9 ' and 
S/ are respectively 

(*-a) a -hy' + (s-22 1 )* = 22 1 ', 

(x + ay + tf + iz-BiY^RS, . 

^ + (y-ai) a + (*--22,) s = 22, s , 

a? + {y + aif + (z - R<Y = R>. 
Hence, since 

a 8 - a 8 + (A - 22,)' = (R, - 22,)', &c, 
the result just stated follows at once. 

Consequently, in the corresponding line-congruences K x and 
L 1} it is seen that the directrices of K x meet those of L x . 

Hence, each of the directrices of the 00 % congruences K x meets 
all directrices of the 00 ' congruences 1^ ; and neither set of direc- 
trices can be 00 * in number. Hence the directrices of the con- 
gruences K x form a regulus p of which the directrices of L x form 
the complementary regulus p'. 

m 

Hence, every 2) M " with two general first integrals gives rise to 
two sets of 00 * linear sphere-congruences K and L ; since the first 
integral corresponding to the congruences K contains an arbitrary 
function, the corresponding Integral complex can be determiued 
so as to contain any 00 l spheres (belonging to different congruences 
K\ so that any 00 l congruences K determine an Integral complex 
of the 2V'. Thus any correspondence established between pairs 
of lines of a given regulus p gives rise to a line-complex, whose 
corresponding D n is a first integral of a 2> ffl " ; while any cor- 
respondence between the lines of the conjugate p gives a first 
integral of a second species : and generally, two conjugate systems 
of three terms of linear complexes define the most general 2) a " or 
2V with two general first integrals. 
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307. Application to the quadratic complex*. By intro- 
duction of the "elliptic" coordinates of a line (Art. 130), the 
condition Xdx? = for intersection of two consecutive lines 
assumes the form 

j„ , (Mi - M») 0*i - th) 0*i - to) , _ n 

* Too + ••■-«. 

where 

/(/x) = (X, + fi) (X, + /x) (X, + /*) (X 4 + /*) (X, + /*) (X« + /*). 

The partial differential equation 2(r-M =0 of a special 
complex (Art. 280) becomes in terms of the variables fii 

'3+V zoo 






+ ... = 0. 



(Mi - M«) (Mi - Ms) 0*1 - Mi) 

But of this* partial differential equation a complete solution is 
known f, viz. 

^ VOO ^ ^/(M*) 

in which a, 6 and O are arbitrary constants. 

Attributing to a, b and C any definite values, we obtain a 
surface whose two sets of principal tangents belong respectively to 
the cosingular quadratic complexes jj> = a, /* = !; to prove this we 
have merely to show (Art. 283) that the congruence <f> = 0, ^ = 
is special, i.e. that the directrices of the linear congruence 

coincide, which occurs if 

where <f> is the special complex considered, and ^r is either of the 
complexes fi 4 = a, /i 4 = 6. 

Now 2 f =~J is zero by hypothesis, hence we have to show 
that 

# See Klein, Math. Ann. v. 

t See Jacobi's VorUtungen fiber Dynamik. 
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The last condition becomes in terms of the coordinates /^ 
d<f> dyfr ffa) 



<W <W (/*i - fh) (Mi - fh) (Mi - Mi) 

which is satisfied, since 

dyfr __ d^fr _ dyfr __ - 

3^i dp* dfh~ ' ' 



+ ... = 0, 



and ^ = ^0*4 -<*)(/*« -*> ) 

which vanishes for /* 4 = a or for ^ 4 = 6. 

The value of the constant G has not come into consideration, 
hence there is a singly infinite number of surfaces <f> for each of 
which one set of principal tangents belongs to one, and the other set 
of principal tangents belongs to the other of two cosingular quadratic 
complexes. 

To the two quadratic complexes there correspond two partial 
differential equations D n ; these x 1 surfaces </> are common 
Integral surfaces of these two differential equations. 
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1. If {xyz\ (x'y'z') are the Cartesian coordinates for rectangular 
axes of two points on a line, the Plucker coordinates of the line are 

p^x'-x, p* = y'-y, p* = *' -*, 

Pa = V* - y\ P*i = *ri - *'*> Pn = *y - *V 
The first three coordinates are proportional to the direction cosines 
ly m y n of the line ; and since 

/>» = y(s'-*)-*(y'-y), p*i = z(x'-x)- x (%' - z), 
Pi2=x(y'-y)-y(x'-xh 

it is clear that the Pliicker coordinates are proportional to the quan- 
tities I, m, n; V, m\ n' where I, m, n are the direction cosines of the 

line and 

V = yn — zrn, 

m' =zl — xn, 
n' = xm — yl. 
The relations satisfied by the coordinates are 

l 2 + m 2 + n 2 = 1, 
IV + mm' + nn' = 0. 

The form of the last two equations suggests that l\ m\ ri may be 
regarded as the derivatives of /, t/i, n with regard to a new variable t of 
which l y m, and n are such functions that 

P + m 2 + w* = 1. 

a xi. x v dl , dm , dn 

Sothat l= It , mm -g, n=w 

u Thus instead of taking six coordinates to represent a line we may 
take three variables and their three derivatives, and giving this a 
kinematical interpretation, we may represent a line by a point moving 
on a sphere of unit radius ; the radius through the point is parallel to 
the line, and the three components of velocity of the point are the 
second set of three coordinates of the line*." 

* Hudson, "A new method in line geometry," Messenger of Mathematics, 1902. 
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2. Denoting by M the " mutual moment " of two lines (I, m, n ; 
T, rri, ri) and (A, /*, v; A', /*', v'), *.«. the moment of unit force in one 
line about the other ; show that if (xyz) is any point on the first line 
and (x'y'z') any point on the other line, 

x — x , l 9 A 

= IX + mfi + nv + J'A + m'/x + »V. 



Jf = 



y-y, m, /* 

2 — z\ n, v 



3. *The shortest distance of two lines (Imnl'm'ri), (A/avA'/iV) is 
(LMNL'M'N'), where 

L = tov — n/ti, etc. ; L' = ^r - + mv + w'v — nyJ — n'/t, etc., 

where 

p = JA + w/t + nv, tsr = JA' + J'A + m/*' + m'fi + wf' + riv, <f = L* + M* + JV S . 

4. In rectangular Cartesian coordinates 

the line (— /, to, w, £', — to', - ri) is the reflexion of (I, to, n, f, to', ri) 

in x = 0, 

the line (— Z, to, n, — 1\ to', ri) is the reflexion of (I, to, w, V, to', ri) 

iny = 0, z = 0, 

the line (Z, to, n, — J', — to', - w') is the reflexion of (I, to, n, l\ to', ri) 

in the origin. 

5. The line (I, to, n, V y to', ri) touches 

ax 2 + by* + cz* + cfcfl 2 = 
if (al* + 6ro a + cri) d + fo>J' 2 + cam* + abri 2 = 0. 

It touches 

2a&tt> + 6y* + as 8 = 0, if a (aP - 2bmri + 2cnrri) — 6cf 8 = 0. 

6. The tangent planes drawn from the line to 

ax* + by* + cz* + e/ifl 2 = 

are P*/a + # 8 /6 + E*\c + 5»/rf = 0, 

where fi* = ny — mz- l'w % Q = h—nx— m'w, 

R = tosc — ly — riw, S = l'x + m'y + n's. 

[Math. Trip. 1896.] 
To 2oaw; + ty 2 + cz 8 = 0, 

they are 2PS/a + #•/& + JF/c = 0. 

* Questions 3 — 6, 11 — 13 are due to Prof. Bromwich. 

t P-0, Q=0, 12=0, S=0 are planes through the line and the vertices of the 
tetrahedron of reference. The plane through the line and the point (x^qZqWq) ia 

jP*o + QVo + Rz o + Sw o = 0. 
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To 
they are 



= 0. 



if 



where 



(abcdfghdb'clxyzw) 2 = 0, 
a h g a' P 

h b f V Q 

g f c c' R 

a' b' c' d S 

P Q R S 

7. The line is a generator of the general central quadric 

(abcfghjpeyz)* + d = 0, 

al + Km + gn-V ( A/d)% 

M + bm +fn = m' (A/c?)*, 

gl +fm + cw = w' ( A/d) f , 

A = a&c + 2#A - a/" 8 - fy 9 - cA a . 

[Bromwich, Mess. Math. 1900.] 

The line is normal to aa? + btf + cz* = 1, if 



8. 



U mm tin ~ 

— + -,- + — = 0, 
a b c 



(b - c) Im'ri + (c — a) Vmn' + (a - b) Vm'n = (6 - c) (c — a) (a — 6) Imnjabc. • 

It is normal to 2oa; + 6y* + cz a = 0, if 

a m' _^a n' a /m* n*\ 

c n b m~~ 2P\b c/ 

9. If all + bmm' + cnri = 0, 

there is one and only one of the confocals 

JL + jL + jL.x 



a + p b + p c + p 

to which the line is normal ; this is given by 

(b -c)(a + p) briri + (c - a) (b + p) tmri + {a - b) (c + p) JWn 

= (6 — c) (c — a) (a — b) Imn. 

10. Tangent planes are drawn to the confocals 

a* 



- + 



* + — = i 



a + p b + p c + p 
through the line (I, m, n, l\ m', w'), prove that the locus of their points 
of contact is the twisted cubic given by 



y 



v «-. & + P + m* + n 2 



where j?, g, r are linear functions of t such as 

Vt + mn — m'w 



P = 



P + m 2 + n 



^,etc. [H. F.Baker.] 
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If normals are drawn at the points of contact of these tangent 
planes they generate the hyperbolic paraboloid 
(Ix + my + nz) [(6 — c) m'rix + (c — a) rity +(a — b) Vmz\ 

+ (6 — c) (c — a) (a — b) Imn 
= (b -c)lx [(c — a)nri + (a — b) 7/im'] + (c — a) my [(a— b) W+(b-c)nn] 

+ (fl-ft)fw[(6-c)mw'+(c-a)W]. 
If aU + bmm' + cwn' = 0, the paraboloid becomes 

(Ix + my + nz - ImnjGf = 0, 

where = ; = = j . rBromwich.l 

b — c c — a a-o L J 

11. The intercept on the line (I, m t n, /*, m', ri) by the quadric 

(abc/ghlxyzf = 1 

2 n//* + m* + n* Uabcfghllmnf - (ABC FGRU'm' rift 

xs - - » 

(abcfgh\lmrif 

12. The polar line with respect to (abcfyh'fxyzy = 1 is given by the 

equations 

X -A' 



AV + i/m' + 6rn' al + Am + $rn 

13. Show that the polar of (/, m, n, l\ m\ ri) with regard to 

a 6 c 
is given by 

(X, /x, v, X', /*', v') = (a^, 6m', cri y -6c/, —cam, — a6w). 

If alt + bmm' + cnn' = 0, show that the polar lines with regard to 

quadrics confocal with the given quadric lie in the plane 

mn 
Ix + my + nz = — y (6 - c) = two similar expressions. 

14. If a line touches the quadric 

ayz + bzx + cxy + abc = 0, 
show that 

oV + Vm* + cW 3 - 26cmV - 2canT - 2o6JW = 4a6c (amn + bnl + cZm). 

15. If the line (Imnl'mri) receives an infinitesimal rotation d$ on 
a screw of pitch m whose axis is the line (abca'b'c), it becomes 

l + dl, ..., l' + dl\ ..., where, if JP^at + P + c 2 , 

, dl , am , y dn 

~d6 = ° n ~ cm > ~~JA~ an * WA = am "~ * 

k -=* = bri + 6'n - cm! — c'w + bt (6n — cm) ; 

k jr- = cl' + c7 — an' - a'n + or (cl - an) ; 

aV 
k -z-x = am' + a'm — 6/' — 67 + to (am - bl). 
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Hence show that if a line (^, m lf n x ; l^, to/, n,') is rotated through 

an angle 6 about the line (I, m, n ; /', to', n), where is to be reckoned 

positive when given by a left-handed screw in the sense (Imn), then if 

(l 2i TOj, n?; £/, to 9 ', n^) are the coordinates of the line in its displaced 

position 

l s = ^ — (mwj — jr^n) sin $ + (lk — J 2 ) cos 0, etc. ; 

Z s ' = // + {rin^ — n(m + m'n^ — m^n\ sin $ + (Vk — // + Im) (1 - cos 0), etc. ; 

where k = ll 1 + mm^ + ni^ , 

w — lVl + toto/ + rm/ + Z'^ + r/j'mj + w'^, 

and (Imn), (^to^) are the actual direction cosines of the lines*. 

16. If the line (Imnl'rriri) receive a small displacement given by 
(da, db y dc) parallel to the axes and (d<f> lf dfa, d<f> s ) about them, find 
the consequent change in the coordinates of the line. Hence show 
that a line of the linear complex 

A'l + Bm+C'n + Al' + Bm + Cn=0 

will be changed into a line of the same complex if 

da (BC - EG) + db (CA' -C'A) + dc (AB f - A'B) = 0, 

dfa : dfa : d<t> s = A : B : C, 

{BC - EC) dfr = A(Cdb- Bdc), etc. 

17. With the same notation and coordinate system show that the 
equation of the axis of the complex 

a'l + b'm + en + aV + bm + en! = 

cy — bz + a' az—cx + b' bx — ay + c' 

is — = i = -- . 

a o c 

The coordinates of the axis are given by the equations 
p . l = a, p . to = 6, p .n — c, p . V = — a' + Ea, p . m = — b' + Eb, 

p.ri = -c + Ec; E = (aa' + bb' + cc')/(a* + b* + c*). 

18. There is only one quadric of the type 

ax 9 + 6y* + cz 2 + dv? = 
of which a given line is generator. [Lie.] 

It is I'mnx* + Im'ny 2 + Imriz* + I'mtriu? = 0. [Bromwich.] 

19. . If two quadrics S, S' do not touch, there are four generators of 
each system of S which touch S'; taking- £ as 

and & as ax 2 + by* + cz* + dv? — 0, 



• Bromwich, "The displacement of a given line by a motion on a given screw, 
Meat. Math. (1900). 
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the eight generators are determined by the equations 

r mn' \ 
I m n j 
P m* _ n* | v ' 

20. # If the line is a generator of the paraboloid 

.. , cm bm' bd _ 

prove that 7— = — 7 = — = z = + 1. 

' on en cu ~ 

21. The general qoadric has (ImriCmri) as a generator if 

/ 5/' wi 6m' n on X cl m etn ri dn ~~ ' 

where A is the discriminant of the qoadric, and <f> = is its complex 
equation, i.e. the condition that the line should touch the quadric, the 
coefficients of <f> being therefore the second minors of A. Show also 
that if a is any line, b its polar line for the quadric, and g any generator, 

mutual moment of (b, a) ,—- r/ ~ , 

mutual moment of (a, g) ~~ L J 

22. The regulus determined by three linear complexes being 

given by the equations 

V = Ojl + o,w + a,», 

m' = bjl + b^m + 6,n, 

n' = Cjl + c 2 m + c,n ; 

the quadric to which the regulus belongs is 

(abc/gh \x — aw, y - fiw, z — ywf + w*D = 0, 

where D = abc + 2/JjA- - a/* 2 - foj 8 - cA f , 

a = a,, 6 = 6 2 , c = e,, 

2/=c, + 6„ 2^ = 0, + ^, 2A = 6, + Oj, 

2a = «2 - 6„ 2/? = a, — Cj, 2y = 6j - a,. 

23. Show that any four points and their polar planes for a linear 
complex form two tetrahedra, of which each is inscribed and circum- 
scribed to the other. 

24. There is one pair of lines which are polar for a given linear 
complex and also for a given quadric. 

25. The polars of a line I with reference to a pencil of linear 
complexes form a regulus, to which I itself and the directrices of the 
two special complexes of the pencil belong. 

* Questions 19, 20 and 22 are due to Prof. Bromwioh. 



r 
\ 
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26. The polars of the lines of a linear complex C with reference 
to another C form a third linear complex C" which belongs to the 
pencil determined by C and C, 

27. If &, and k^ are the chief parameters of two complexes A and 
B, d the shortest distance, and <f> the inclination of their axes, 

JkJL . 1 =• = (k + 1%) cos 4> + d sin d> *. 

^^Jn (a)Q(b) ' r 

28. Show that a linear complex may contain two lines of one regulus 
belonging to a given quadric and only one of the other. If the quadric is 
Sojgj* = 0, and the complex ^ t a ik p ik = 0, show that in the case considered 

ic x c % c^c A (a n an + a lt a^ + a lA a^j 2 = (e t e 4 €^ + c^o^ 9 + ...) a . 

[Math. Tripos, 1898.] 

29. If six linear complexes are in mutual involution, three of 
them are right-handed and three left-handed. 

30. Three linear complexes which are not all right-handed or 
left-handed intersect in a real regulus. 

31. The two common intersectors of any line and its polars for 
three linear complexes belong to the regulus common to these complexes. 

32. In the system of five terms determined by the complexes 
A, B, C, D, E, the directrices of the special complexes form the linear 
complex 

I «<» &<> Ci> di> *{> x i I = 0. 

33. The linear equation satisfied by the six coordinates of a line 
PQ which belongs to a linear complex being /, (PQ) = 0, and similarly 

A (PQ) = ®i f* (PQ) = 0> /i (PQ) = being analogous equations for three 
other linear complexes, show that the conditions that a plane ABC 
may contain one of the two lines common to the four complexes are 

MBC) MBG) f t (BQ MBC) \ 

A(CA) MCA) MCA) f t (CA) =0. 

MAB) M**) M AB ) M AB ) i 

34. The oo s complexes XCy + fxC 2 + vC t = being designated a 
net of complexes, where C x = 0, (7 2 = 0, C 8 = are three given linear 
complexes, show that there is one complex of the net which contains 
any given pencil, and that every point of a given plane determines one 
complex of the net for which the given point is the pole of the plana 

35. The polars of a line I with reference to the complexes of a net 
form a linear congruence whose directrices are the two generators 
of the regulus common to the complexes of the net which meet I. 

The axes of the complexes of a net form a congruence (2, 3). 

* See Segre, CreUe, Bd. 99. 
J. 23 



* 
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36. The complex C x is said to be orthogonal to C when (7, is in 
involution with C", where 0* is the locus of lines polar to those of C 
with regard to a given quadric. [d'Ovidio.] 

Prove that for each complex of a pencil of complexes there is one 
orthogonal complex belonging to the pencil. 

37. If four tangents of a twisted cubic have their two intersectors 
coincident with one line p> then p belongs to the linear complex 
determined by the tangents of the cubic. 

38. If two tetrahedra are inscribed in a twisted cubic their eight 
planes osculate another twisted cubic ; and there are oo 1 tetrahedra 
which are inscribed to one and circumscribed to the other tetrahedron. 

[Hurwitz.] 

39. If P is the pole of the sphere-circle for the ray of a linear 
congruence in the plane at infinity, and p the ray through jP, the rays 
which have a given inclination to jMorm a ruled quartic which has the 
directrices of the congruence as double directrices. 

40. Two lines are said to be conjugate with respect to a quadric 
when each intersects the polar of the other. [Schur.] 

If five lines meet a given line and are such that all but one of the 
ten pairs formed from them are conjugate with respect to a quadric, 
the quadric is uniquely determined and the remaining pair are also 
conjugate. 

Let now a 6 be the first line and b 19 6 a , 6 $ , 6 4 , b 8 the meeting lines, 
then a, the other intersector of b u 6 3 , 6 S , b A is the polar of 6 f . So each 
of the lines a,, a,, a 9i a 4t a, is the polar of the corresponding b. But 
the five lines b all meet a 6 , hence the lines Oj ... a, all meet the polar of 
a t which may be called b 6 . The lines a and 6 thus form the double 
sixer 

^^rTf 1 of ScWafli. [Grace.] 

It follows that opposite lines of a double sixer are polar lines with 
respect to a certain quadric. [Schur.] 

41. Show that through any point three osculating planes can be 
drawn to the twisted cubic y 2 = zx J & = uy, and that the three points 
of osculation are coplanar with the given point Also show that each 
such point and plane are pole and polar plane for a linear complex 
which contains the four lines 

z«0, u = 0; y = 0, u = Q; # = 0, z = 0; a?=0, y«0. 



MISCELLANEOUS RESULTS AND EXERCISES 355 

42. On every ruled surface whose generators belong to a given 
linear complex the family of principal tangent curves is found by a 
quadrature. [Lie.] 

Denote by k the principal tangent curve of the surface whose tangents belong to 
the linear complex; any generator meets k in two points x and y, and any point 
z on this generator is x + /iy; the coordinates x { and y i are functions of one 
parameter X. 

The differential equation of the prinoipal tangent curves is 

Pdk* + 2Qd\dfi + Rd/i* = 0, 
where 



P= 



dji dZi d*z 4 
**' d\' dfi' 5X» 



« = 



dz t dz i d^Zt 



R = 



dz t dz i d*z { 
*" dX' dj*' d& 



Hence, since J?=0, the equation of the prinoipal tangent ourves is 

Pdk + Qdn=0; 
where -P= \ x it y„ */+w/» Xi'+Mi' I , ~Q= I *<. Vo x i* Vi I. 
the differentiations being with regard to X. Hence the required differential 
equation is 

where the X t are functions of X. Since fi=0 and /t=ao are solutions of this 
equation, we have ^=^3=0, and the equation reduces to 

43. The projection of every unicursal curve of degree m, whose 
tangents belong to a linear complex, on a plane perpendicular to the 
axis of the complex, has m points of inflexion at infinity. [Picard.j 

44. A linear complex being given, any curve such that the polar 
plane of each of its points is normal to the curve at the point is a 
helix. [Picard.j 

45. The lines of a quadratic complex C* determine upon any two 
lines I and V a (2, 2) correspondence, the double ratio of the branch 
points on I being equal to the double ratio of the branch points on V . 
Taking I to be any line and V its polar line for C 2 , show thereby that 
the locus of singular points is identical with the envelope of singular 
planes. 

46. Each of the two lines common to any four of the fundamental 
complexes of C 2 is the polar of the other with regard to C % ; and there 
are no other pairs of lines so related except the 15 pairs of lines thus 
obtained. [Klein.] 

47. Every quadratic complex through 16 given lines contains 
16 other fixed lines. 

For let /i(*)=0, / 2 (*)=0, /,(*)=0, / 4 (*)=0 

be any four complexes through the 16 given lines, then any complex through 
these lines has an equation of the form 

/1 (*) + */« (*) + MA (*) + "/ 4 (*) = 0, 



356 MISCELLANEOUS RESULTS AND EXERCISES 

since the constants X, /*, v can be determined bo as to make it pass through any 
other three lines. Bat this complex contains all the lines of intersection of the 
four given complexes, which are 32 in number. 

48. A Kummer surface is identical with its polar surface for a 
fundamental complex. The polars for C* of the lines of one of its 
fundamental complexes (7< belong to G { . 

49. Through two pencils of C a which have no common line one 
linear congruence passes ; this congruence intersects C* in two other 
pencils each of which contains a line of the former two pencils ; thus 
for any two skew pencils of C* there are two other skew pencils of C* 
having a common line with each of them. 

50. If a line p is such that the points of intersection of p with the 
complex curve of (7 a in any plane whatever lie upon a second complex 
curve, the locus of p is a complex of the sixth degree. [Sturm.] 

If C a is replaced by a tetrahedral complex p(ABCD) = \ i the 
complex of the sixth degree is replaced by the three complexes 

p (ABCD) = X s , p (ABCD) = (1 - X) 9 , p (ABCD) =(l- IV . 

[W. StahL] 

51. By taking different values for the constants X, /a, v in the 
projective transformations 

ajj = Xa:, y^py, z 1 = vz 

we obtain a set of oo * transformations, connecting the point (xyz) with 
each point of space. If the line-element (x, y, z ; dx : dy : dz) is 
given, a definite line-element is assigned to each point (a^s,) of 
space, viz. that given by the equations 

dx dxj dy _ dy x dz _ dz^ 

x~ x x * y " yi 9 z" z l ' 

These line-elements all belong to the same tetrahedral complex. 

[Lie.] 

52. Every tetrahedral complex is invariant for reciprocation with 
regard to a quadric which has the tetrahedron of the given complex as 
a self-conjugate tetrahedron. [Lie.] 

53. The normals of the quadric {abcfghfpeyzf ; = 1 belong to the 
complex 

AW + Bmm + Cnn' + F(mn' + m'n) + G(nT + ril) + H{J,w! + I'm) = 0. 

54. Any line of the complex 

diX + bmm* + cnn' = 

Ou f# Sa 

meets the quadric — + ~ + — = 1 

a o c 
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in points P and Q the normals at which intersect each other. The 
coordinates of this point of intersection are given by the equations 

_mn en* 2 + frm* 2 - bcl 2 

~~ ' bcl 2 + cam 2 + abn 2 9 

. A W mm! nri 

where = 7 = — = — , . 

— c c — a a — b 

The line is a principal axis of the section of the quadric by the 

plane 

al'.P + bm'.Q + cri . tf = 0, 

where P-ny — mz — V, Q = Iz - nx - m\ R~ mx -ly-ri. 

The coordinates of the other principal axis are 

7/ , . , It mt nt 

asl, asm, csn, — , -T-, — , 

a c 

where t f- + ^ + -) + 8 (aP + bm' 2 + en' 2 ) = 0. 

The lines of the complex which are in the plane 

px + qy + rz + 8 = Q 
touch a parabola whose directrix is in the plane 

<b-c)- +(c-a)¥ + (a-b)- = Q. 

As p, q, r and 8 vary, the directrix moves in the complex 

(b - c) j, + (c - a) ™- f + (a-b) £ =- 0. 

The projection of the parabola on the plane x = is 

J (a -b)qy + v (a — c)rz= *J(b — c) 8. [Bromwich.] 

55. The lines of the complex 

all' + brum + enri = 
which meet the line P = 0, Q = 0, i? - 0, touch the surface 

V(6 - c) xP + s/(c - a) yQ + J (a - b) zB = 0, 
where P = w y — m z — £ ', etc. 

This may be put in three other forms such as 

y/(b - c) £ + J(c-a)zH + >J(a-b)yQ =0; 

(S = / a? + m y + n z). [H. F. Baker.] 

56. If a rigid body is turning about Oz, on a screw of pitch /?, the 
lines of motion of its points belong to the complex 

nri = p(l 2 + m 2 ). 
This complex belongs to the species [(22)(11)]. It cuts any plane 
in the lines of a parabola, and if the plane is 

ax + by + cz + d = 0, 
the directrix lies in the plane 

bcx + cay + p (a 2 + b 2 + 2c 2 ) = 0. [Bromwich.] 

23—3 
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57. If I is any line of a complex C*, then through I and its polar 
line for a fundamental complex there pass oo l reguli of (7 s (not 
merely two). 

58. Every regulus of a quadratic complex touches the singular 
surface four times. 

59. Every regulus of G 9 which contains a given line I of C 2 
belongs to a tangent linear complex of L 

60. There are go l quadratic complexes which contain a con- 
gruence (C 2 , A) and have A as a fundamental complex ; they have the 
same fundamental complexes. 

61. If two (2, 2) congruences K x and K 2 are such that a complex 
for which K x is focal contains iT s , then a complex for which K 2 is focal 
will contain A',. [Grace.] 

62. A Pliicker's complex surface is its own polar surface for each 
of four linear complexes which are mutually in involution. [Klein.] 

63. If a line I describes a congruence (m, n), its polar /', with 
reference to any given quadratic complex, will describe a congruence 

(2m + 3w, 3m + 2n). 

64. The double tangents of a general complex surface form four 
congruences (2, 2) ; if the double line of the surface belongs to the 
complex the double tangents form three congruences (2, 2) ; if it is a 
singular line they form two congruences (2, 2). [Sturm.] 

65. The singular lines of a harmonic complex H* are the inter- 
sections of H* with the tetrahedral complex formed by the lines whose 
polars with reference to /, and f % intersect each other ; where f x and f 2 
are a pair of quadrics which give rise to IP. 

66. If a quadratic complex contains a regulus and also its com- 
plementary regulus it is harmonic. [Schur.] 

67. If a quadratic complex contains a plane system it has three 
double lines in the plane. 

68. The axes of the complexes of a system of four terms form a 
quadratic complex. 

69. Every congruence (m, n, r) possesses a ruled surface, of degree 
4 (mn - r) - 2 (m + w), formed by rays with coincident focal points. 

70. The six singular points of the congruence (2, n) which lie in 
a singular plane are situated on a conic. 

71. The tetrahedra of the 40 tetrahedral complexes which contain 
a given congruence (2, 2) can be arranged in 20 pairs so that the 
tetrahedra of a pair are inscribed and circumscribed to each other. 



; 
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72. If a line moves with two of its points A, B m two fixed planes, 
it describes a complex of the fourth degree. If it has three of its points 
A, B 9 C in three fixed planes it describes a congruence (6, 2). Taking 
the two planes in the first case as x = 0, y = the complex is 

n 2 (P + m 2 + n 2 ) = IPPm 2 

where k --- AB ; if the three planes in the second case are the coordinate 
planes, the congruence is contained in the tetrahedral complex 

kmm' + k'nri = 0, 
where k' = AC. 

73. If /= 0, <f} = are two quadrics, the complex of harmonic 
section determined by them is in general of the species [111111], 
having a tetrahedroid as its singular surface. When f and <f> have 
certain projective relations to each other the complex is modified 
in form. By considering the elementary divisors of the discriminant 
of /+ fitf> we arrive at the following canonical forms to which f and <f> 
can be reduced. 

4 4 

[1111], the general case; <f> = Sa^ 8 , /^Sa^ 2 . The equation to 

determine the coefficients of H 2 is 

{k 2 -a(a-a)}{k 2 -b(a-b)}{k 2 -c(a-c)} = 0, 
where a = 2a f , a^ay + a,^ b = a l + a 3i c = Ox + a 4 . 

[11(11)] a^-^; the quadrics touch in two points and intersect in 
two conies. H 2 is [(11)(11)11]. 

[(1 1)(1 1)] «! = fl^, 03 = a 4 ; the quadrics have four common generators 
forming a quadrilateral. // 2 is [( 1 1 )( 1 1 ) 1 1 ]. 

[(111)1] 6^ = ^ = 03; the quadrics touch along a conic. H 2 is 
[(111)(111)], i.e. consists of the tangents of a quadric. 

If in [1111] we have O3 + a 4 = 0, an edge of the tetrahedron of 

reference belongs, to H 2 which is [21111]. If c^ + a 2 = a^ + a 4 = 0, two 

hedges of the tetrahedron of reference belong to H 2 which is then 

-~ [(11)1111]. In the case [(11)11] if either b or c is zero, i.e. if/ and <f> 

are harmonic with their pair of planes of intersection and either cone 

of the pencil /+,i^, H 2 is [(22)11]. 

[112] <f> = x x 2 + x£ + 2x^x 4i /= a n x l 2 + a^x^ + 2a w .c 3 a? 4 + x.?. The 
quadrics touch each other and H 2 is [1122]. 

[(1 1)2] a n = Oaa ; the quadrics intersect in a conic and two generators. 
#»is[(ll)(ll)ll]. 

1 1(12)] 032 = 034; the quadrics intersect in two conies which touch. 
//* is [(12)(12)]. 

[(112)] aii = a 2 a~ rt s4; the quadrics touch along two generators. 
U 2 is [(111)(111)]. 
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If in [1 1 2] we have either a^ + a^ = 0, or o^, + o^ = 0, i.e. when two 
cones of the pencil /+ p<f> are harmonic to /and <£, H* is [411]. 

[13] <£ = Oj 2 + a^ 2 + 2aye 4 , /= OnX, 2 + a* (ay 8 + 2a^ac 4 ) + 2^3^ ; the 
quadrics have stationary contact. IP is [33} 

[(13)] a,! = Oj, ; the quadrics intersect in a conic and two generators 
which intersect on the conic. H % is [(111)(111)]. 

If in [13] we have a^ x + a^- 0, i.e. if / and </> are harmonic with 
regard to the two cones of the pencil f+ fi<f> = 0, H* is [6]. 

[22] <f> = ajjJEa + x z x 49 f = 2a 12 a^a; 2 + 2a 34 x 3 a: 4 + x? + a, 2 ; the quadrics 
have a common generator. H % is [(11)211]. 

[(22)] a 12 = a J4 ; the quadrics touch along a generator. H 2 is 
[(111)(12)]. 

If in [22] we have a w + a* = 0, U 2 is [(13)1 1]. 

[4] <f> = a^a; 4 + a^, /= 2o, 4 (a^ + x^x^) + 2^ a;, + a^ 2 ; the quadrics 
have a common generator which touches their residual cubic of 
intersection. H* is [(12)3]. [Segre and Loria.] 

74. The harmonic complex for the quadric l^ { x 2 = and the two 
planes x 1 = 9 x^ = is 

(hPaPa + <**PuPm = °> 
which is a tetrahedral complex. 

75. The lines whose distances from two fixed lines I and V have a 
constant ratio, form a complex of the fourth degree. 

If I and V have as their equations 



« = a, 



t 



s = — a, 



y — — x tan a ; 



= x tan a, 

and if & is the ratio of the distances of a line p of the complex from 
I and V respectively, the equation of the complex is 

a (I sin a - m cos o) — {V cos a + w! sin a) 

Jn 2 + (I sin a - m cos a) 3 

, a (I sin a + m cos a) — (V cos a — m! sin a) # 

Jn 2 + (I sin a + wj. cos a) 2 

76. Let there be two reciprocal systems 2 and 2' of points and 
lines in a plane y, and also two pencils (A, a), (2?, /?) having a common 
line ; then if I is any line of 2 it determines a point L of 2' ; through 
Z' draw the line p which meets the same lines of the pencils (A, a), 
(B, fl) as / ; then the lines p form a congruence (3, 2). [W. StahL] 

* See Schoute, Ann. de Vicoie polytechnique de Delft, T. in. (1887). 
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77. Show that any point of the surface 
tj(b — c) x (V + mz — ny) + J(c — a)y (m' + nx — lz) 



+ J (a - b) z (ri + ly — mx) = 

can be represented in terms of the parameters t and u as follows : 

pyx = (t + afl{tu - p), yay = (t + b)*/(m'u - q) y afiz = (t + cfftriu - r), 

where a = b - c, etc. ; p - (mri - mn)](r* + m* 3 + n' 8 ), etc. 
(Compare Question 55.) 

78. If the congruence «i=/<(w, v) is such that a linear complex 
can be found which contains a line x of the congruence and all lines 
consecutive to it neglecting terms of the third order, the coordinates x { 
satisfy an equation of the form 

A ^U2B^ + C^ + Dp+E^ i + Fx i = 0. [Koenigs.] 



du* 



dudv 



M 



du 



dv 



79. If l t m, n, l\ m\ n are functions of a parameter t and 
represent the coordinates of a generator of a developable, then 

dl dC dm dm' dn dn' _ ft 
dtdt + ~dt~dt + ~dt ~dt~ ' 

The tangent plane through the generator is 

and the generator cuts the cuspidal edge in the point given by 

, dm 



x 



= { n w- m -dt)/\!di 



dm' dri\ A 



If the surface is skew instead of developable, the first condition 

does not hold, and the generator cuts the line of striction in the point 

given by 

x - mn' + m'n y -nF + n'l z — lm! + Vm 







I m n 
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m n 
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dl 
dt 


dm dn 
~dt dt 


Yfdl\ 2 fdm\* /dn\*l 

+ Lts) + w + (i)J» 




dl 


dm' dn' 






dt 


dt dt 




where 


^■ + m 8 + n 9 = 1. 


The direction 


cosines of the normal to the surface at this point are 


proportional to 


dl dm dn m 






dt' 


dt' dt " 



See also Larmor's method, Quarterly Journal, vol. m. 



362 MISCELLANEOUS RESULTS AND EXERCISES 

The line being a generator of 

aa? + by* + cs 2 + d = 

we have 6 .V = al, Q.rri ' = am, . ri = aw, $* = abc/d ; 

and this generator cuts the line of striction in the point given by 

^ __ (b — c) mw , (6 - c) (c — a) (a — b) 

J 8 + to 2 + w 8 " ww [(& - c) 8 // 8 + (c - a) 8 /m 8 + (a - 6) 8 /w 8 ] * 

The cone joining the line of striction to the origin is 
(b-cy (c-a) 8 (a-5) 8 _ r _ . ,, 

80. The. general reciprocity being defined by the equations 

(\-\ 1 )u 1 =x 4 ', (X - Xj) t*a = a,', (X + A,) u, = <c/, (A + X^M^a^', 

if a line p& joining two points as/, y/, intersects the line p a joining the 
corresponding planes u u v i9 then p^ belongs to the harmonic complex 

X* (Pu + P* + ty*Pu - tynP*) = (V 14 + X^a) 3 . 

[Lindemann.] 

81. Show that the line-complexes which are unaltered by an 
infinitesimal rotation about the axis of % are those of the form 

 (r 2 + a 8 , p 9 + cr 8 , sp - ra) = 0. [Lie.] 
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